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RECOMMENDATIONS. 



Stillwater, May B, 1821. 

DEAR SrR, 

I am pleased at the idea of your publishing Willi- 
son's iVIeditatioTis and Advices ; in doin^ityou will confer 
a benefit upon the church. I have often read it, I trust 
with profit. 1 know of no work better calculated to eo- 
jiven the graces, excite the zeal, and promote the faith- 
fulness of God's people. Like the sun it communicates 
light and heat. While it animates, it instructs ; while it 
sporchet, it enconniges. The author had the happy art 
of so miiiglirtg the oil and wine, as to meet the various 
cases found in the church. This treatise ought to be iu 
the hands of every commuiiicatjt. I wi^h you succesa 
from God in this attempt to subserve his cause and peo- 
ple. Yours atfectionatcly, 

MAHK TUCKER, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Sliliwadr. 

Ma* Q^UACKEITBVSH. 



Troy, MaySth, 1821. 



SIR, 



^y 



It is with pleasure that 1 learn, that you are about to 
republish the (lev. Mr. Willison's Sacramental medita- 
tions and Advices. It is a work of great worth, admira- 
bly calculated to enlighten the understanding, and warm 
the hearts of the followei's of Christ ; and prepare them 
for an acceptable approach to the holy communion. Un- 
der a full conviction that it will be of great use to the 
Christian Community, it Is hereby recommended toithcir 
pious patronage. 

JONAS COE, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Troy, 
Mr. Quackenbush. 



4 RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Lansingburgh, May 9, 1821. 

TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLICK, 

Every disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, who loves 
his master, will thank the Publisher of this little volume, 
as an instrument in the hand of God for spreadine^ before 
him, so great a treasure as Willison's Sacramental Medi< 
tations and Advices. Let all who have the opportunity^ 
make a copy their own. 

SAMUEL BLATCHFORD, 
Pastor of the Preibyterian Churchy Lansinghurgh. 
Mr. €(,uackenbush. 



• July 1st, 1821. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

I have redd with pleasure and with f fi^iWilUMii^s 

Sacramental Meditations and Advices, and iKIMl it well 
calculated to improve the mind, and warm the heart of 
the believer in Christ. I wish 3^00 success in its repub- 
lication and more general diffusion. The work is highly 
esteemed, and is indeed worthy the serious perusal of 
every christian. With esteem, your friend, 

J. [). FONDA, 

MmsUf-of the DutehJUeformtd Ckurchj Greenwich* 

Mr* Quackehbush. 
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PREFACE. 



X HE eternal Son of God, when taking bis leave of an 
ungrateful world, instituted the sacrament of (lie Supper, 
as a lively resemblance and memorial of bis bloody iiuf- 
fe/ing» and deatb in the room of bis people ; .and also to 
be a bright and lasting evidence of tiie amasingr love of 
God tbe Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to peri:>hing sin- 
nersk 

As God once sent bit Son into tbe* world in a lowly ba* 
bit, clothed- with human flesh, to save sinoeiv, so now be 
sends bi-m in a homely dresa, clothed' with the elemenls 
of bread and wine, to a?aure us of his love, and to en- 
gage us to come to him. Kingd expect that their chil- 
dren will be respected, though their officers be neglected. 
Surely (saith Gol) They will reverence my Son ; they 
will make him welcome, and hearken to him* 

In this mo3t august ordinance of theNew Testament 
tbe gpreatGod approaches very near to o», and we to him ; 
and' yet it is tO' be deeply regretted^ that many who pro- 
fess to believe this, come to it with so little thought and 
preparation, and with 8o much iuditiferency and careless- 
ness of spirit- Oh, shall we venture so near tbe great 
God, who is infinitely holy, in wiio?»e sight the heavens 
are not pure, and in whose presence the sun and stars are 
dimmed, and the brightest seraphims ilo gamier in their 
wings, and account themselves as little flies before him ! 
and shall we, who are creatures so mean and so vile, bo 
careless and unconcerned, when we make the nearest 
approach to this great and holy God,, that we can make 
on this side heaven. 

Ought we not to go blushing, ashamed, and deeply 
humbled on nwny accounts, and particularly for our in- 
gratitude for redeeming love, tha^ love which passcth 
knowledge, and for our contempt of God's unspeakable 
gift, the greatest sin in the world; \fe"d, vjvi %\\viv\^ \^vi 
noaderiog that »ve are out of heW, £or m^tv^ V\\iiw%^\\^i^ 
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6 PREFACE. 

arc burning there who have nnt sinned eo heinously^ io 
making light of precious Christ, as we have done. 

Moreover, Reader, consider, if you go to this ordi- 
nance nnprepa redly, or with indifierence, you not only 
make light of the Lord Jesus Christ, but you are guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord, I Cor. xi. 27. Sorely 
that word may cause you to quake and tremble ; blood- 
guiltiness of any sort is a dreadful sin, and especially to 
be guilty of the blood Qf the Lord. IMurder is a sin that 
cries for vengeance on the actor, and gives God no rest 
(ill he punish it. Gen. iv. 10. The voice of thy brother's 
blood crieth to me from the earth. If it be a crying sin 
to murder a common person, what must it be to murder 
a king ? Who can stretch forth his hand against the Lord's 
tnointed, and be guiltless ? 1 Sam. xxvi. 9. O. then, what 
a criiDe must rt be to murder the eternal Son of God,.wbo 
is thy exalted King, thy e?erlastiDfFathcrg|Jm.dear Re- 
deemer, and thy God who gave thee a being. Child 
murder is a heinous crime, but what Christ-murder i?, 
DO tongue can tell ! If on him that slew Cain (that wick- 
ed man) vengeance should be taken sevenfold, what ven- 
geance will be taken on him that crucifies afresh the 
Lord of Glory ? Thi<; consideration should make all of us 
afraid of careless and unworthy communicating. 

If we would communicate worthily, we must be ear- 
nest, not only for the life of grace, but also for the live- 
liness of grace ; not only for the truth and sincerity of 
grace, but likewise for the activity and vigorous exercise 
of grace. So that believer himself doth not eat and drink 
worthily, unless the grace that is in him be excited and 
exercised at this ordinance. There mu?t be not only 
faith in the^truth of it, but there must be faith realizing, 
appl^fing, appropriating, and making use of Christ's death 
and purchase in this ordinance. Not only must there be 
a disposition of soul to be humbled for sin, but there must 
be actual mourning and melting of heart for sin, and for 
particular sins, when wp look on him we have pierced by 
them. Not only must there he a principle of love to 
Christ, but also an exciting of love to flame out to Christ, 
who loved us and gave himself for us. 

Worthy communicating being a work of such impor- 

(ance, the following Scriptural Meditations and Advices 

are hambly offertil lo Chrisliaos, a%3kVi V\e\^\tk vW\t \\^^ 



PREFACE. 7 

araiion for it. Reading and thinking much on the sub- 
jects here proposed, ma^ through God's biei'sing be use- 
ful to promote their habitual preparation for the holy 
supper. Christ's bo<ly and blood herein eibihited are 
pure and holy things, and should be received in prepar- 
ed aud cleansed hearts. His body never saw corniption 
in the grave, nor wiU be noixed with it in hearts where 
corruption is allowed. It lay in a virgin "s womb, and in 
a virgin sepulchre, and will still be entertained in virgin 
souls and afFections ; in hearts purified and consecrated 
to God. In these Christ chuses to rei«ide, and not in 
those where sin and the world, with the lusts thereof, 
are harboured. Oh, had we grace to maintain and ch«;r- 
isb the fear of God, and the love of Christ habitually in 
our soulsi we might, without much pains, be prepared for 
coming to him at his table. 

Did we always bear ie otir minds, that sacramental oc- 
casions are solemn appointments, and* Bethel meetings 
with God, for renewing covenant, and entertaining fel- 
lowship and communion with him, we would guard more 
against formality creeping in upon us in our preparations 
for, and in our attendance upon this ordinance, than, alas, 
we do. Oh, Hucb formality will provoke the Alaster ofour 
solemn feasts to withdraw from them, and then what poor, 
dry, melancholy, and Iifi*les8 things wilt they be ? What 
are sacraments without Christ's presence in them ? O 
let us never be satisfied with communion sabbaths, with* 
out communion with Christ in them. 

On the other hand, if we would keep up communion 
with Christ in these ordinances, let us beware of relying 
QD our previous pains or preparations, either for our right 
performing of our duty, or for our acceptance in it : For 
we are never more ready to miscarry, and to be disap- 
pointed, than when we are guilty of this resting. Sundry 
go to the Lord^s table with great humiliation lor sin, and 
yet come away without comfort: Why? because they 
make a Christ of their sorrow. O what worth can we 
see in our best preparations, confessions, prayers, tears, 
humiliations, &c. if we compare them with the law of 
God? We have more cause to be ashamed of them, than 
to lay any stress on them. Could we renounce all self- 
confidence, and disclaim all our provision^ in yoiul oC de- 
pendence, aadcast ourselves wholly ouCViuaVfct &Vt^ti^>\v^ 
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through-bearing', am} acceptance, we wonlcT have better 
sqccese at the Lord's table, than commoDly we have. 

We are never more fit for th» holy table, than wliea 
we are most humbled, and most a»hamed of ourselves, ^ 
because of eor unfitness for this solemn approach ; and ^ 
we are never less fit, than when we think ourselves most 
fit and prepared for the duty. A holjr deniedness to all 
self-fiu£&ciency, and a deep sense of dnworthiness and un- 
fitness, is the best preparation we can attain to for thk 
solemn ordinance.- Let ud make holy David our pattens, 
when going to partake, Psal. Ixxii. 16^. (-will go in the 
strength of the Lord God : I will make mention of thy 
vigbteousnes^, even of thine only. And let us pray with 
Ihe spouse, Cant. iv. 16. Awake, O north wind, and come 
Moia south, blow upon my gardeO} that the spices^ thefej^j 
llt^w out. Amen. \-\.- i" . Ji^r 

D«WWI^ Aygust. 1747. . .-;^|tSt^ .-^-^.^iiiaiii^. ^T 
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SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS 



MEDITATION J. 

From Heb. xi. 7. By Faith Noah prepared an Arl t» the tavir^ 
of bis Houie, 

JL HOUGH the llood that drowned the old world was 
at many years diftance, yet Noah was moved with fear 
at God's warning him of it, and prepared an Ark for 
his fafery : and (hall not unconverted, unbelieving fin- 
ners, who have a far more terrible flood threatened 
againft them, and may only be a few days didant, take 
warning, and provide with all fpeed for their fafety ? 
Qh ! ihall I, a wretched guihy finner^ take reft, while 
I am within the flood-mark of God's wrath, and not arife 
in tvime to provide an Ark to See for my fafety i-^But, 
O good news, I have not the Ark to provide, it is pre<^ 
pared to my hand ; God, in his infinite wifdom and pity, 
bath made ready an Ark long ago for loft iinners of 
Adam's race to flee to, and now is completely furnilhed 
and finifhed, and all things are ready, fo that I have 
isothing to do but go and take pofleffioni 

O what had become of me and other periftiing iin- 
ners, had we the Ark to build ourfelves i Nay, the 
whole creation had not been able or fufficient for this 
purpofe. How foon would the raging flood of divine 
wrath fweep away all the arks of men or angels building i 
But thanks be unto God forever, for the excellent well 
built Ark of God's devifing, for the many ibacious 
rooms and fafe lodging places withinlfc^fo^the iuitable 
accommodation and plentiful provifionnMbo therdn^ 
aad for the door opened in the fide xViet^oiTOt ^OTStt'* 
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14 SACaAMENTAI, MEDITATIONS. 

ing fouls to enter by. The ialvation of finnerfs by '\ 
crucified ChrifV, is a well ordered fcheme, a beautifi 
contrivance! Bleffcd be the infinitely wife contri^to- 
for it. I fee all things in Chrift crucified necefiar^^ 
for me : He is made of .God to men, ivifdomj righ t 
eoufnefsy fan^tficaiiori, iOnd redemption. There is in hin^ 
infinite ^4fdom to guide me, a ipotlefs rlghteoufneis tc^ 
cover me, prtjcious blood to wa(h me^ the Holy Spirit to . 
fan£ltfy me, his good word to direA me, his juft laws to 
govern me, and his infinite fulnefs to fupply all my needs : 
Safe and happy then would 1 be, were I found io him. 
O that, upon trial by fcripture marks, I could conclude 
myfelf to be within the Ark, to wit, a Crucified Jefusi 
Can I fay, I have been warned of God, amd moved 
with fear, to fly to this Ark ? Have I diieovered my 
fhelterlefs ftate by nature, the waves and billows erf 
wrath rifing and rolling againft me ? Have I fccn my 
own inability to provide an Ark for myftlf, and the 
excellency and fitiiefs of the Ark of God's providing ? 
Have I been made willing to abandon all falfe arks, and 
cameftly inquilitive how to get into the true Ark? 
liave I been made willing to ufe all appointed means 
for this end, to read, hear, meditate, pray, repent, be- 
lieve, efiTay to climb up the fides of the Ark, and prefi 
to get in at the door thereof ? Have I been willing tp 
venture my all in the Ark^ like Noah, notwithfVand^g 
the difcouragements, fcofi«, and hatred of the world for 
ib doing? Have I willingly acquiefced, flieltered, add 
lodged my foul in ;God*s Ark, and been made to fay, 
"This is my r^forever^ here ^ill I divell ? Come what 
:^oods will, Chrift ihall be my Ark, his righteoufnels 
alone my refuge and hiding place. 

Alas, upon impartial fearch, have I not caufe to fear 
that I have not yet {led to the Ark, but am dill expofed 
to the devouring flood ? and can I be eafy or quiet in 
fuch a cafe ? Cap I forbeat crying, What fhall I do to 
get into tlf^^XJhrift ? Nay, What would I not do 
to get intQ^at f Xord, what wouidft thou have me to 
do / Wouldli thou have mc to \i\3L\xAA^ t£v^fc\i^ cork-. 



iScG^ moiim, part with fin» dofe with Chriff in all his 

^offices ? Preferibe, Xiord, what thou wilt» I wiil not 

Ifcrupie what thou enjoins me, but obey thee without 

xcferve ? I am refolved upon it, whatever it coft me, 

^hat the folicttations of the fleik, the temptations of 

Sa^ao, the fcoJSs, reproaches, or perfecutions of the 

world, fhall not flop me from ftyin;T to the Ark ; I 

would break through all thefe to be found in it : Lord, 

increafe and ftrengthen my faith for that end, and help 

my unbelief. 

O how fmtable is the Ark Chrift to my deflitute and 
miferable condition : In myfelf I want nil things, but 
I fee fupply for all my wants in the Ark. I am poor, 
but I fee gold in the Ark to make me rich ; I am wound- 
ed by fin, but I fee balm in the Ark to heal my wounds : 
I am blind, but there is eye-falve in the ark to make mc 
fee : I am perilhing with hunger, but I fee bread in 
the Ark to fatisfy me : I ?.m naked, but in the Ark 
there is white raiment to clothe me t I am polluted, 
but in the Ark there is a fountain to wafh me ; I am 
expofed to more terrible Soods than Noah was, but I 
fee the Ark Chrift can fave me from them all. Noah's 
ark fayed him only from a flood of water, but the Ark 
Chrift faves from a flood of the curfes of the law and 
the wrath of God, which will fv^ecp away all tlie unbe- 
lieving world. This flood roie, fv^ellcd high, and dafli- 
ed furioufly againft our Ark \ but t\\Q Ark was proof 
againft it, and (heltered all the el^ft world from the 
Sood, fo that not one drop did light on them. O how 
excellent is this Ark ! for it can fave me from being 
overwhelmed or carried away with any flood, and par- 
ticularly it can fave me from being carried away with a 
flood of Satan*s temptations which fwccps away many, 
or with a flood of iudwelling corruption, with a flood of 
error, with a flood of profanity, or with a flotrd of neu- 
trality and indiflerency about fpiritual concerns; tly 
which floods, multitudes are deftrbyed. Let me then 
by faith fly to this blefied Ark, where all believers are 
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preferred from thefe deftroying floods. Behold^ i rBii> 
I fly : May Jefus draw me, and help me in ! 

Blefled for ever be the God of heaven, for providing 
fuch an Ark for fallen flnners upon earth. I defire 
to count all things but loTs and dung, that I may be 
found in this Ark among the preferved in Chrift Jefus, 
whom no flood can reach. However this Ark be ffight«^ 
ed by the world, I will prize it above all things, atid 
count them for ever happy who get into it, feeing God 
declares it, that there is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chrtft Jefus. The Ark was flighted by the old 
world, and Noah ridiculed for preparing it for himfelf 
and hishoufe ; but it foon appeared that Noah was the 
wifeft man that then lived upon the earth. Few there 
were who entered with Noah into the Ark, and no 
doubt were reproached and mocked for their fingulari- 
ty J but foon was the world perAiaded that they were 
the only wife and happy men in it. Better fiirely it 
was to have followed the eight perfons that went into 
the Ark, than to have joined eight millions of thoie 
who were drowned in the flood. Shoiild I be fo foot- 
ifti as to follow the old world in undervaluing the Ark, 
I mud lay my account to be (hut out and perifh with 
ihem too : Wherefore I will not fear the reproach of 
men for being Angular in my efteem of glorious Chrift* 
May I be numbered among that happy company (how«« 
ever few they be) who love the Lord Jefus Chrift in 
fincerity, and will blefs God eternally for providing this 
Ark for drowning men ! May I be one that will ever 
blefs my lovely ahd loving JeftR, that pitied me and 
took me in, when others were waflied ofl^ from the fldes 
of the Ark, as adhering only to it by a dead and for- 
mal profeiSon ! May I be one that will ever flng to 
his praife. O amazing free love I that pitied and die* 
iiqguiihed me, when the flood came \ that gracioufly 
Nirew and determined me in fuch a manner, that I g6t 
into the Ark and was fafe, when many others were 
W9ihctt off and periihed for ever ! 
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MEDiTATION II. 

'. From 2 Peter, ii. 4. God. scared not t&e an^eh that thuud^ hut cat* 
tbem dnvn to HelL 

How admirable, free, and diftinguifhing is the love 
o£ God to mankind jGbners, in pitying them in their 
low and loft eftate ? O how different is the cafe of 
fallen men upon the earth, from the cafe of fallen an* 
gels in helJ, and that of damned fouls there ! Manna 
is rained down upon us, while ?m eternal (hower of fire 
and brimdone falls down upon them. They are bound 
in chains of darknefs, whilft thou, Lord, art drawing 
us with cords of love. Thou didfl; not fpare angels, 
nor take on their nature ; but thou haft fpared us, mar- 
ried our nature, and exalted it to the heavens.. They 
continue without hope under the deluge of God's wrath, 
while the pleafant Rainbow of the facrament appears to 
us, as a token of God's covenant of grace, and of his 
wiUingnefs to fecure us from that overflowing flood,. by 
the interpofition of his dear Son in our nature. O how 
welcome fhould we make that gofpel Rainbow I 

Lord, thy wrath foon -broke out again ft the angels 
that feU ; thou didft punifh them immediately upon 
their finning againft thee. Thou didft not wait for 
their repentance, nor make any offer of mercy to them ; 
but> prefemly upon their §rft offence, didft condemn 
them to everlafting chains of darknefs. O how far dif- 
ferent is thy manner of dealing with us ! I*OQg haft 
thou waited upon us after we have finned ; yea, thou 
haft followed us with thy caercy after many refufals of 
it, and even after our trampling the precious blood of 
Chrift under our feet ! Marvellous and. peculiar is thy 
\ mercy to fallen men in refpeft of fallen angels I Glory 
to fovereign free mercy, that thou didft not caftus off 
forever without a parley, as thou didft them \ but waits 
to be gracious to us, long ftretching out thy haxid, and 
calling us to repentance, faying, lurn ye, turp yc 1 why 
wiJJ you die ) 

B 2 



Againft the fianing angeb God wai fo provoked, tiu^ * 
he refolved within himfeU, and hath l^pt his Teiblti**L- 
lion ever fince the beginning of the world, and wBfc 
keep it to air eternity, that he will not fo much as en^- 
ter into a parley with thefe creatores, however gloriout 
they once were, nor be reconciled to them tipon znj 
terms j yea, that he will hear of no terms, but will re^ 
ttngc himielf upon them to all eternity. Maqr not then 
the hearing of this caufe us to quake apd tremble ? for 
why might not the Lord have dealt with us in the fame 
manner, who were far more wretched and miierable 
creatures than angels ? Surely if a king be (6 angry 
with an offending nobleman, that was once his fpedal 
firvorite, as to banifh him from court* and afterwarcGi 
hear of no terms of reconciliation with llitfi ^ would npt 
a footman, or mean Icrvant, that had offended, when 
hearing of this, begin to dresd and fay, O what will 
become of me a poor man, when the king treats hit 
peers fo feverely ? I may furdy defpair of remiffion 
or reconciliation with him. So, in like manner, we 
poor clay worms, upon hearing of God's feveritvto 
fallen angds, might have been overwhelmed with feaf, 
if the Bible had not told us, that the Son of God his 
deligBts were ^kh the fons of men ; that verity he took tik 
on him the nature of angels j hut he took on him thtfeed ^ 
Abraham^ Heb. ii. i6, and that he gave himielf to be a 
iln offering and facrifice for men ! Aftonifliing news \ 
Glory to God for thefe glad tidings of great joy I 

O admirable love to Adam's rebellious ofi^pring ?' 
Haft thou. Lord, paft by angels, and remembered ns in 
our low eftate ! ^nd in thy mfinite compaffion become 
our forety, toaj^afe divinejuftice for our heinous fins, 
when no other facrifice could do it ! O what (hall we 
Tendor to thee for this diftinguilhing love ! Surely our 
condition in Adam was no better than that of the angels 
who left their firft efiate. By nature we were in a moft 
dreadful cafe, lying, like Ifaac, bound* on the altar, to 
be a facnSce to the juftice of God, and the fword of 
ja/i/cc JJA op to giye iht killing blow, utk^jii >2^ Wk ^ 



Gfod difcOvered himfelf a$ the ram cajught in thtiiiick* 
eftSf and calling to juftice^ bold thy hand, lodft them> 
Bfitd bind me in their room ; I will btf the facrifitefbr 
bhem. Iii choofing fallen men, and not angels, God 
gave an amazing inftance of the fovereigntj of his grac^^ 
that ht ironld be merciful to whom he woeld be mei<- 
ciful ; would pafs by the fuperior nature and chooie the 
inferior ; prefer veffels of clay to veflcls of gold ! What 
can we fay ? Nothing, but wonder at God's free grace j 
-— 'Unfpeakable love \ Lord, it had b^en much if thoti 
hadft provided an angel to mitigate our fufierings in 
hell, by giving us drops of water to cool our tongue ; 
but that thou fliouldft have condekended to come and 
change rooms with- us, lie in hell for us, and fuffi:r the 
very pains and agonies doe to ;0S> is love that pafleth 
knowledge. 

Lord, wheit I confider thy diftinguifhing pity, and 
low ftoop, to purchafe and recover fuch clods of earth 
and fin with thy blood and agonies^ I am amazed at thy 
love, confounded at my own ingratitude, and alhamtd 
at the coldnefs and hardnefs of my heart f Oh f was 
Chrift willing to change rooms with the like of me, 
and (hall not I be willing to change rooms with him, 
and at his demand to part with the- filthy rags of my 
(ins, and take on the robe of his righteoufnefs^? O 
fliall not this amazing love of Chrift conftrain me to 
love htm again, and live to him that died for mt I fiiali 
It not conlhrain me to thmk on him ? conftrain me to 
clofe with and truft in him ? conftrain roe to commend 
him ? conftrain nve to hate and avoid his enemy^ fin ? 
conftrain me to adhere to Chrift's truths and ways ? to 
pcrfevere in prayer, praife, and holy walking ? 

Are fallen angels left, and fallen men pitched upon 
to be the monuments of free grace, to fill up the vacant 
rooms which angels fell from ? What fliall I fay to 
this, but, even foj Father, for fo it pleafed thee ; let thy 
fovereign free grace be the eternal fong of both men 
aind angels. Not unto usj not i/x, but unto ^ ftattie- it iht 
f^^BIcBcd be God, that I ht»r iVus *)cr|iiM«a^ ^ 



retdncilSKtioli with fallen men^ and cf a treaty of 
carried -cm irith them : • The d^ils never heardi 
never, fhali hear foch hews. Bat Oh, if J come 
inj and accept of the terms and offers made to me hr 
the gofpel, rii put myfelf in a worfe cafe than the 4o^. 
viis: For it cannot be charged upop fallen angels^ at 
on fallen men, that God was willing to be reconaled to 
them, and they would not. Now then, when the god: 
pd treaty is proclaimed, God forbid I be found gtiilt^ 
of^refufing his terms, fcoming his offers, and defying 
his threlitnings. O bow JbaU I e/cape, if I fugl^ fi- 
great and wondejrful falva^ion as is tendered to me I. 
NegleA it,- Lord, I dare not, I will not. Lo, I xjom^^ 
I accept, I embrace, I take hold of thy covenant* ia^ 
the feal of it tendered to me : I renomice the old co9« 
enant/I break league this day with all thy enemiei^'I 
proclaim war againft them % I dofe with Chrift Je(B% 
both as my righteoufneis and ftrength : I make a fiaK: 
and fite iiirrender and refignation of myfelf unto dMI. 
Lord, to be his and his (mly, in all ! am, aind in ail I. 
enjoy, to be ordered and difpofed of for his glory md^ 
iervice. Lord, I am thine ; I will not be my owo^ f 
will npt be the world's, but TU be thine, thine only, 
and thine wholly \ thine to love thee, ferve and obqf . 
thee without referve ; fince thou wouldft have no osk» ' 
ture but mine, I will have no will but thine. I.n^>' 
nounce my own vrill, and take thine, for my mtei; 
Lord, I am thine, O fave thon me ; and I will tmoipct^ 
forth the praifes of free grace and redeeming love icf r 
ever. Amm. ^r 



MEDITATION III. 

Fr^ P9ALII Cllvif. la Mt htA m* dealt fo tvitb any natkn. 

fc ■ • . -- 

The nation of Ifrael was fingnlarly privileged above 
dthiarsi they were taken into covenant with God', they 
had God's word md osrdiiuiifiie^tbft nMsvcat)! ^mmx« 



fion and fklyation *, they had the gofpel reYctatioOt the 
knowledge and promifes of the Meffiah. — But we under 
New Teftament times, and in Britain, are yet more pe- 
culiarly priyJl^ed with ^clearer light and difcoverics of 
the Meffiah than the nation of Ifrael had. They lived 
under a darker and harfher difpenfation of the cover 
nant of grace by Mofes, whofe firft miracle was the 
turning of water into blood ; but we live under the 
clearer and Tweeter difpenfation of it by Chrift himo 
(elf, whofe firfl miracle was the turning water into 
wine, that cheers the heart. The nation of Ifrael 
were called a people near unto God ^ but in gofpel 
times we are allowed yet nearer accefs to God than 
they had. The children of Ifrael were not allowed, fo 
much as to touch the mount on which the Lord came 
down I the men of Betbfhemifh had not liberty to 
look into the ark the place of his reiidence :— -But, be- 
hold, we are allowed to take a near view and fteady 
look of a crucified Jefus in the facramentr who if th$ 
image of the inviftble God, the brightnefs of bis Fathers 
ghfy^ imd the isiprefs image cf hij perfin / yea, we have 
liberty not only to look to him, but aifo to touch hira^ 
handle his wounds, embrace his perfon, and lodge him 
in our hearts. 

The advantage of a clear revelation ' of a crucified 
Chrift in the gofpel ordinances, and particularly in the 
Lord's fupper, is an invaluable privilege. If the royal 
Pfalmift admired the divine goodnefs in caufinp the fun, 
moon, and ftars to fhine in the firmament for man's 
behoof, and therefore cries, what is man that God is thus 
mindful of him ? How far greater caufe have we to fay 
fo, when we obferve how God caufes the Sun of Right- 
eoufnefs to fhine fo brightly in the firmament of gofpel 
ordinances, and the day J^ring firom on high to vi/it U9 
with the light of faving knowledge, and of eternal fal- 
vation through him ? — Again, if the Pfalmift exalts 
God's goodnefs fo much in his giving the beafts of the 
field, fe^ls of the air, and ftihes of the fea, to be food 
farmaa i wbat^ ground have wc to ^dmkt^nd^ ^w& 



Odd!W iafiidte: mercji in givihg us the fldk and bikoi 
of his own dear Son, to^eferve.the lives of axt^toviki 
P iAm rare gofpel fisafts are tfae&iwbidi God aHoijjk 
. ns in the land wherein we dwell i and,.0 ! haw woqr 
derfeliy are they preferred and continued with us^iitM 
time t;o time, by the miraculous working of GM's. toA 
cy and power ? while others are vifited with clcvmm 
dl tdeth^ arid a famine of the word of God. He ha^ 
riot dealt with every nation as with us. 

And, Lord, how diftinguiihing is thy goodnefs tirittf 
me a moftr unworthy creature ! By thy mercy I wit 
born in a vsdley of vifionj and I dwell in a lightfonM 
Gofhen, when multitudes of others, in Pa^n and Pot 
piih nations^ are covered with Egfpdsta- darksefi, anA 
fit in the region of the fhadow or death. I hear hea^^ 
ven's4ree market days of grace <proclaimed,.whcn otb* 
ei^ have 'filent Sabbaths v I am invited to a rich ham 
quoting houfe, when others are ftarving-for want o£tfat 
bre^id diF Hfcr O that I could value my mercks arigbtJ 
It is a great privilege that I am.aUowed to fpeak to ite 
great €od in -prayer, and to hear him fpeA to 
his word! But ftill he puts a. greater hozwur upon 
by calling me to enjoy intimate communion and fellow* 
(hip with himfelf } yea, inviting me to fit dovm with 
him at^hiB table, andfeaft upon the fruits of Chr^Ml 
death ; and benefits of bis purchafe !— Oh,^ I am riUH 
worthy of the leaft crumb that &Us from thejckilr 
dren's table>^ and ht lefs of bemg fet down at the tabli 
with the children to eat of their bread, and (hare "tf 
the dainties pfovided for them by their heavenly FatfaiKr 
If Peter, after having feen Chrift's^ glory and his onm 
vilenefs. judged himielf unworthy to be i& the jba«9 
fhip with*Chrift, and therefore cried. Depart from mt^ 
for lam afaifid man / bow Ihoidd I,. the chief of .fiov 
nersy adventute to fit at the fiime table with hiq^faod 
feed upon his flefli and • triood i Amaaung coadeiben^ 

f O what dtftinAion doth God make- among natieiMi 
in rAp^g the gofpel ta tbraii mUk ^<c^ '^«&seii% anil 



fceffing offers of a crucified Jefus to periihlng IcmU i 
And what caufe have we, in f hefe nationsi of admiring 
the diftinguUbing'goodnefs of God to us in this reijpeS 
keyond others ! Would we not admire his. goodneis, if 
he caufed the fun to fhine only in our horizon^ as he 
did on Gofhen, when other nations were covered with 
darkneis, as the land of Egypt was ? yet furely the goC- 
pel fun is by far a greater mercy. The gofpel is, in- 
deed, a joyful found, Pfalm Ixxxix. 15. fo called, with 
allufion to the filver trumpets made uie of under the 
law to call the people to the fblemn aflemblies^ and to 
intimate to them the feaft of the paffover, which rep- 
refented the love and fufferings of the Meffiah. A 
joyful ibund the gofpel is indeed, if we -compare it with 
the found of the law^s ctirfes and threatnings thunder- 
ed from mount Sinai againft £nnevs. But, behold, this 
joyful found, bringing falvation, comes from heaveut 
even to heaven daring finners, who had openly rebelled 
againft the God of heaven ! Glad news ! BleiTed are 
liiey who know this joyful found ; know it fo as to be- 
lieve it, admire it, entertain it, and comply with it, ib 
u to Tcceive-Clirift offered therein to loft finners. 

Lord, I make this joyful found welcome ; it is mufic 
to my ear, and a cordiaHo my heart. I reckon their 
feet beauti&l^who bring fuch glad tidings to my ibul. 
O how welcome would men make them, who ihould 
bring them an invention that would Secure their eftates 
from confuming, their houfes from burning, or their 
bodies from dying !r-r-6ut here we ^have the fure news 
of an invention that dotti nnich more for us than aU 
this, even a device that-fecures us from hell, and en* 
fures us of heaven. Ought I not then cheerfully to 
comply with this joyful found, and iall in with the call 
thereof ? .God forbid that I ihould ftop my ears at it ; 
it had been better for me then never to have heard of 
it at all : How dreadful woirid my , cafe be at the judg^* 
ment day ! How would devils, Turks, Heathens, and 
my own con(cience, upbraid me in hell to all eternity 
lorw^foU/in iligbting this Joyful Couud\ tatdV'^Qf^ 
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him before he was loft; and by this glorious furcby 
thou haft found out a noble way^o fatisfy both the de- 
mands of J uftice and intreaties of mercy, and glorify 
both thofe divine perfe^Kons at once. — By this, Lord, 
we know thou loveft us, that thou haft not withheld 
thy Son, thine-only Son from us, to be facrificed in our 
roomv; >and graciously called tos to commemorate thy 
love, in providing this facrifice at thylioly table — In- 
ftead of this, thou mighteft juftly have called multi- 
tudes of rtts together, to make us a facrifice to thy jui^ 
tice for our heinous 4ins and ^irebellions.againft heaven. 
But behold, thou calleft us together to thy ♦table upon 
a quite other defign, even to intimate to us a facrifice 
of thy own providing, fufficient for us all^ and actu- 
ally to behold the bleeding victim of the innocent Lamb 
of »G(xi, who willingly, at his JFather's call, gave hini-. 
felf to be dain to take away the "iins of the world 1 
Lord, what did ft thou :f(«*e in fuch creatures, to make 
thee love us after this manner ? Nothing, but much to 
make thee loathe 4is;; yet the time wjien we were moft 
loathfome thou madeft it the time of love'! Surely t%f 
thoughts Mr e fiat -aS our thotigbtSy fwr thy^vays ar our ivaySm 
How aftomftking was .thy conduct in redeeming us 
when loft ? And worfe are we than devils, if we be not 
raviftied with the love of the Father in projedling our 
redemption, and with the love of his et<nmal Son that 
made him leave his glory in heaven, and even wade 
through hell to iave the dregs of the creation. 

O what manner of love is this, that, the Father did 
give his eternal Son, to die for thofe who deferved 
eternal wrath ffor their rebellion and treafon againft 
iiimfelf ! When -notice was firft given in this lower 
world, that the Son of God was coming down to it 
from heaven; what ^ould 'have been expeAed, but that 
his buftnefs here swould be to condemn tthe work!, and 
haften the execution of thofe he found an arms againft 
him ? -But O ! who can think, and not wonder, that 
be jQiould have fcnt him to firfftr and die for fuch as 
forfeited tbfiir Jives, and deferved to be flL-satvs^^?.^ fofr 
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lucli as were alienated from the life of Godj and full 
of enmity againfl hicn> unworthy- of any place of abode 
upon earth, and by their wick-ednefs fully prepax^d for 
hell ! O how furpriiing it is, that God would, in this 
our miferable ftate^^ (end the Son of his love to die for 
us, to refcue us from deferved wrath, and purchafe a 
new title for us to life and glory ! Behold what manner 
of love this is, that the juft fhould fufftr for theunjuft, 
the juft prince for the unjuft rebels that were in- arms 
againft him, the king of glory for the children of dif> 
obedience,, the obedient Son for mortal enemies f O 
this is fuch a manner of loving, that the higheft trans- 
port of wondering cannot reach : For fcarcely for a 
righteous man nvtll one dare to die ; but God commends his 
love to uSf in that^ ivhile ive were yet finners^ Chr'ijl died 
Jhr «/• Rom* V. 7, 8. 

O how am I able to hearj fpeak^ or think of this love, 
and my heart not burn with an admiring fenfe of the 
fireenefs and riches of God*s grace \ and with a vehe- 
vntnt hatred and indignation againft my fins, which 
contributed to pierce and crucify my glorious Redeem* 
er ! Can I be but ravifhed with lOve to hitn, when he 
comes to communicay|0is love to me at his tab:e, and 
fi»y, behnjd how I have loved you, and given myfeif for 
you f I was cut cff^ but not for mvfelf : I ivas wounded 
for your tranfgreffionSy and bruifed for your iniquities. It 
was for you 1 was betrayed, reviled, condemned, and 
crucified ; for you my hands and feet were nailed to 
the tree, my head crowned wiiU thorns, and my fide 
pierced with a fpear : And all this I foffVred, that you 
might be faved fiom Jiell, and get fin forgiven, and 
God reconciled to you forever. 



MEDITATION V. 

From Pfalm viii. 4. iVbat h men that tlou art mindful of him f 

When David beheld the heaven, with its glorious 
luminaries, the fan, moon, and ftars, ;iv\i >\\t. Vi\\^\V^ 
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works of God in the creation, and confidered what a 
mean figure man made amongfl them} he admired 
God's condefcenfion and goodnefe in his concern and 
pains about him, in his works of providence and re- 
demption. Lord, what is man, fallen man, that thou 
fhould A notice him fo much ? a poor, vile, finful worm ! 
And- yet how Angularly minded and honoured is he, 
in God the Sun his undertaking to be his cautioner and 
ranfom ! Had he done it for angels, it had not been fo 
marvellous ; but what is man, that God fhould vidt 
him in this manner ? fhould pay him a homely viiit in 
human nature, to fee what ailed him, to hear his com- 
plaints, and know feelingly his wants and miferies, that 
he might the better fympathizc with him, relieve and 
fupply him. 

Bui, who is this that comes to pay this vi&t to maa ? 
Even he that is King of kings, and Lord of lords, who 
is infinite in majefiy and power, in riches and glory. 
How awful are the defcriptions given us of him in the 
Bible ! Chrcat is our Lordy and of great powery bit. under* 
Jlamling is infifiite* He calls the ft art by their names* 
Whaifoever he pleafdh^ that doth he in heaven and in earthy 
in the feas and all deep places, .And it is faid of his com- 
ing to judgment, Dan. vii. Jo. A fiery Jlream ijfued 
forth frcin before hitUy thoyfand ihaufands miniftered unto 
iinty and ten thoufand times ten thoufand food before him. 
And yet this almighty perfon, the great God, conde- 
icends to clothe himfelf with nur nature, and Aoops to 
J he Tcry ground, in the moft lowly manner, to pay a 
kind viQt to hi^ rebellious creature, man, even man that 
Is n worm \ and when he gets not accefs to him at firft, 
he continues to (land and knock at his door — O how 
marvellous is this, that he, who is Omnipotent, that 
could, by a word, have annihilated fal)en man, and cre- 
ated a more amiable creature in all refpeAs in his room, 
fliould ftoop fo low to him I that he who is omniscient, 
and perfeAly knew man's unworthinefs, his enmityi his 
ingratitude, and what unkind returns he would make 
for the gresttcR kindnefs, fliould court him fp earned- 
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ly ! that the Judge of heaven fhould come down from 
the bench, and put on the pannel'^; clothesi that he 
might anfwer and fatisfy the law for him ! that the 
great general of the armies of heaven (hould put him- 
felf in the room of a poor condemned deferter, to fuf- 
fcr for him ! that the creator (hould ftoop to die for 
the creature, even the great God for a worm, man, is 
love that fwallows up our thoughts ai^d hnguage ! 
What can we think, what can we fay of it ! It is love 
that pa/Ieth knowledge! the mofl penetrating angel 
cannot fathom its height, its depth, its breadth, or its 
length ! Why ? for its height, it is infinitely higher 
than the higheil heavens. For itp depth, none can fee 
its bottom, for it made him floop as low as hell. For 
its breadth, it is as broad as the whole earth, and the 
whole heavens too ; it comprehends all his people, even 
the pooreft outcads on earth, as well as the highefl faint 
in heaven. For its length, it never ends, but contin* 
ues without interruption, notwithAanding of provoca- 
tions ; nay, it is drawn out parallel with . the iongefi 
line of eternity. . . 

Lord, what is man that thou fhouldeft have minded 
him, vifited him, and loved him fo ! a creature moll 
unlovely, ugly, and black as hell ; that had got the im- 
age of God razed out, and the image of fatan pi^ured 
in its room. A creature lame and inipotent, that could 
not rife but as Chrifi lifted him, could not (land but as 
he upheld him, could not walk but as he led htm, nor 
moye but as he drew him — A rebel that was ii) league 
with hell, that hated his fovereign, and was plotting 
with the devil ^to pull the crown eif his head. A crea- 
, ture made loathfome by iin in God's fight ; yea, more 
loathfome than Job when full of boils, than Lazarus full 
of fores, or a dead carcafb crawling with worms. A 
creature that was undefirous of God's viiit or help, and 
unwilling to accept of it ; that iaid to him. Depart 
ftom «x, tve dejire not the knowledge of thy ways. A crea- 
ture that contemned his love, rejected his offers, and 
trampled his blood. Who would have pitied fuch a 

C ^ 
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creature ? one fo poor, fo vile, fo miferable ! It had 
been much to have given him an alms ; but for the 
Son of God to give his life for him, may ftrike men 
and angels with aflonifhing furprife for ever. Lordj 
lohat is man / a poor feeble crawling worm, thai thou 
fbouldeji he mindful of him after this manner ? And, what 
are we, that we fhould Hill have the offers of this love 
continued to us ? Oh, thall we ever make light of this 
love any more ? / believe^ Lord, help my unbelief. 

There is a parallel text. Pfal. cxliv. 3. Lord^ what h 
man, that thou takeji knowledge of him I or the fin of mart^ 
that thou maheft account of him / What a poor little thing 
is man, that thou fhouldeil make fo great account o£ 
him, put fuch refpedl upon him above all other crea- 
tures, fo as to condefcend to (land in a nearer relation 
to him, thap to any other, as that of a father, a broth- 
er, a huiband, a friend, &c. yea more, thou hail digni- 
fied this poor thing, a man, fo much as to affume his 
nature into an ineffable perfonal union with the fecond 
perfon of the ever glorious trinity, whereby the nature 
of man is exalted above all the angels of heaven. It 
is not the angelical, but the human nature which God 
hath chofen to tabernacle in j and now it is honoured 
fo far as to be fet on the right hand of the majefty on 
high. The great account God hath of this little thing, 
roan, appears further in the great coft he hath laid out 
for him.. Whyi God not only gives his creatures to 
die for man, to yield him food, but he alfo gives his 
Chy^ft to die for him, to procure him eternal .life. 
A.gain, )iow great is the goodnefs which God hath laid 
v;p for hiaA Jiereafter ? Eye hath not feen it, ear hath 
not heard it, nor hath it entered into the heart of mai\ 
?0 ponceive how great it is ? O what a favourite of 
heaven mud this little creature, man, be ! 

Lord, who can but wonder at the honour thou haft 
already put upon man, and at the favours thou ftill de- 
signs for him ! Great things haft thou laid out, and 
j^reat things haft thou laid up for man. I admire thy 
low /loop in the vifit thou madeft man, in the incarna* 
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tion of thy dear fon, and in thy viiit in the sofpel 
proclamation, and offer of pardon through him! but 
let meftiU plead for another viiit in the effu&)n of thy 
Holy Spirit : This other vifit thou knoweft is neceffary 
to make the former effeftual to my falvation. May 
then thy Holy Spirit work faith in me, to fall m with 
thy glorious device for the redemption of man. in all 
points, to accept of thy love offers, and reft upon thy 
free promifes of falvation through Jefus Chrift, and hie 
moft perfeA righteoufnefs. Amen. 



MEDITATION VI. 

From X Cor. z. 4. And that Rotk was Cbrut, 

How ufeful was that rock in the wildernefs to the 

» 

Ifraelites fojourning there^ afier it was fmitten by Mo- 
fes' rod : When they were ready to periih in that dry 
defarty the rock fent forth dreams of water to them in 
great abundance; dreams that followed them up hill 
and down hill, in all their turnings and windings, 
marches and counter-marches through that weary land. 
That rock was to them a lively type of Chrift, who be- 
ing fmitten by the rod of the law's curfes, whofe min- 
ister Mofes was, fends forth plentiful fupplies to his 
people, while travelling in the wildernefs of this world. 
There are two principal ftreams of bleffings which he 
fends forth, moft ufeful to us, to wit,aftream of blood 
for our juftification, and a ftream of the Spirit for our 
(an£tification. The channel or conduit pipes, for con- 
veying thefe ftreams to us, are the ordinances and pro- 
mifes of the gofpel; and through thefe pipes theie 
bleiled ftreams run freely to all true believers, from the 
Rock Chrift, which was broached for them. 

Oh, how coftly was our redemption to our dear kins- 
man Jefus Chrift ? dear did our fouls coft him ! The 
rock of our ftilvation was cleaved afunder, rent and 
pierced to the ycry heart, to let out the vi^xtt^ tj£ \\fe 
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to US| by which only we can be preferved from eternal 
death, and obtain eternal life. How coftly and precious 
are the ftreams of Ghrift*s blood and Spirit, his mercy 
and grace, which flow from the fmitten Rock, and 
follow us through the wildernefs in the free offers of 
the gofpel ? They are life giving ftreams, fire quench" 
ing, heart foftening, foul deanfing, healing, and fruc* 
tifying ftreams : Welcome then (hould we make thefe 
ftreams to our fouls in this dry and thirfty land. — 
Likewife the rock was to the liraelites a ihadow from 
the heat, and a covert from tempefts and ftorms : So 
Chrift, our Rock, fcreens us from the fcorching heat 
of vindifVive juftice, and from the waves and billows 
of God's wrath. — How neceflary and ufeful is the Rock 
Chrift to the fouls of fallen men ! Oh, let me never, 
Je(hurun-like, lightly efteem this Rock of our falvation. 
O let me never go to falfe rocks, or falfe ftreams, for 
(helter or fupply in ftraits, when the true Rock is fb 
near, and the faying ftreams run dofe by my door ; 
yea, follow me daily in the channel of the word and 
£icraments : Streams appointed by heaven to anfwer 
all the cafes and ailments of loft ftnners. O fhall God 
in his tender mercy provide fuch a wonderful remedy, 
fet the Rock a broach for me, and caufe its ftreams to 
follow me ; and ftiall I be fo foolifti as to turn' my back 
upon them, and refiife to apply or make ufe of them ? 
O fave from fuch curfcd ingratitude and madnefs ; 1 
believe^ Lordy help my unbelief. 

O how much fliould my heart be afieAed at thy ho-> 
ly table, when I fee the Rock of my falvation fmitten 
by the rod of Juftice, and behold the bloody fpear 
pierce into his heart ? O Rock of ages, what made 
thee ta rend and cleave fo ! O Bright nefs of thy Fa* 
ther's glory, who has disfigured thee fo ? O River of 
life, clear as cryftal, who hath troubled thee fo ? Oh, it 
was my fins, my pride, my paffion,my unbelief,my world- 
Hnefs, my hardnefs, impenitence, &c. Thefe were the 
caufe of my Redeemer's fufferings. The iniquities of 
iinful men were laid upon him. "WVitn hft vras i^ierced j 
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it was I that fhould have been fmitten. When he 
groaned and fweat bloody I ihould have howled and 
roared in hell. Harder than the rock is my heart, if I 
can fee my dear Saviour fmitten and pierced, and not 
mourn. O can I fee his fide and heart dreaming out 
blood, and mine eyes not pour out tears ! Can I be- 
hold the Rock fmitten for the fins of men, and not 
adore the holinefs and juCltce of God manifefled there- 
in ? Can I fee my mnocent Saviour wounded and (Liin 
for my dnSf and my foul not hate them j yea, fhall I 
not be filled with horror and trembling at temptations 
to fin ? 

Let me, at my Saviour's call, approach to his table, 
and come near to the Rock of my falvation, and hearkr 
en to the raging billows of infinite wrath, dafhing againfi 
the Rock for my fins, and even making the Rock to 
groan, fweat, and tremble under the prcffure. O what 
a dreadful hurricane of wrath did he endure, to keep 
the fwelling ocean of divine wrath from overflowing 
■guilty men T Surely my glorious Emmanuel's groan- 
ing and fweating blood under the flrokes of God's ven- 
geance, IS a greater evidence of the implacable wrath 
and indignation of God againft fin, than if he had hurl- 
ed all the rocks of the creation into the midft of the 
fea, yea or a thoufand world3 of men and ang<;ls into 
hell. O that while I am beholding this fight I may 
tremble at fin, come by faith under the ihadow of this 
Rock, and run into the clefts gf it for fafety. Here I 
would be out of the reach of the law's curfes, and threati. 
cnings of wrath ^ and though I hear the roarings and 
dafhinga of the fea upon the Rock, yeCv a drop of it 
could not touch me* 

O that I could imitate Mofes, when I an> A the ta- 
ble, and fmite the Rock by the rod of faith, that tht 
ilreams of Chrifl's blood and fpirit may flow out to me. 
What was his error will be my wifdom, to fmite the 
Rock oftener than once, to put forth many afts of faith 
on Jefus Chrift, fuch as the difcerning, aflTenting, ap- 
proving, deriving, receiving, clofing, enxbracing, truft- 
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iflg, pleading, applying, and appropriating a£ls of true 
faith. May I, like Ifrael of old, Deut. xxxii. 13. be 
helped by faith to fuck honey out of the Rock, and oil 
out of the flinty Rock : Honey and oil| fweetnefs ami 
fatnefs, quickening and comfort. How (hall I come 
at this honey and oil ? Only by fucking : And how 
fllall I fuck, but by the mouth of faith ? There is no 
fucking without it. Neither can I Aick by faith un- 
lefs God make me do it : for it is faid, Deut. xxxih 
He made them to fuck honey out of the rock. It is God that 
mu(l give me both a mouth and flrengtlvto fuck, faith 
in the habit, and faith in exercife. It is only the blow- 
ings of the north and fouth winds on the garden, that 
make the fpices to flow out. Aivahey O north wind^ come 
ih^u fouth y blow tfpon my garden ; bring faith to life, that 
I may fuck honey from Chrift in the facrament. Chrift's 
breafVs are now full *, O let not faith be wanting, for if 
it be wanting, I can fuck nothing t Blefled be God,. 
Jefus Chrift, my Redeemer, is the author of faith. 
Lord, increafe my faith, that I may fuck honey from 
the Rock. But what honey may I expert from it ? 
Ans. The honey of pardon of iin. O*how fweet is 
this honey ! The honey of peace and reconciliation 
with God \ the honey of a law biding righteoufnefs \ 
the honey of accefs to, and communion with God *, the 
honey of enlargement of heart, and loofing of bands, 
&c. O let me ever fuck from this Rock, the Rock 
that anfwers all my needs, and richly fupplies all my 
wants. Let me alfo, under all my flraits, fupport my- 
felf with the Pfalmift's cordial, Pfal. xviii. 46. The 
Lord liveth, and hleffed he my Rock, Why fliould be- 
lievers in Chrift droop in any condition, or look like 
dead m?n, while their Lord liveth, and their Rock 
ftandeth ? Blefled be God, my Rock is a living and 
lafting Rock j my hopes may die, my comforts die, ray 
frames die, my gifts, my wealth, and my relations, they 
may all die \ but I rejoice in the news, that my Lord 
will not die, nor my Rock fall. He once died for me> 
but he is rifen again 3 good news ! Now he is alive, an.*. 
mil die no more. 
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MEDITATION VII. 

From Zech. Xii. ZO. 7bty *lall look upon me 'Ufbom tbey halite pincti^ 
and mourn. 

This promife hath a rcfpcft, not only to the Jews 
^hen converted^ but to ail finners when brought to re* 
pentance. We have all pierced Chrid, in as much as 
our iins were the caufe oJF his death ; He was wounded 
for our tranfgreffions. Now a believing iight of a pierc* 
cd Saviour, is the beft fpring of forrow for fin ; it is 
faith's look to a crucified Chrifl, that will fet us a 
mourning after a godly fort. O that this ]H*omife may 
be made good to me 3t this time, that I may be helped 
to look believingly upon Chrifl as pierced for my fins, 
my pride, my pafEon, my unbelief, my carnality, my 
difobedience, my impei:itence, my fins of the heart, df 
the tongue, and of the life, that I may confcffs and be- 
wail them, mourn and weep over them before the Lord. 
Oh ! when fliall I mourn and weep if not now, when I 
am called to look upon my dear l^ord and furety at his 
table, all red with blood for my red and fcarlet colour- 
ed fins ? I will not now fland afar ofi^, and look to my 
Saviour on the crofs, as thefs women who followed him 
from Galilee, Luke xxiii. 49. No, I will come clofe 
to him, take a near look, and a narrow view of his 
wounds and piercings by my fins, that I may fee how 
wide and deep they are, that my eye mpy aflTc^t my heart 
with godly forrow for fin. 

When I look on him. Til confider the dignity of the 
perfoo pierced by and for me ; lie is the Almighty Crea- 
tor, the glorious Emmanuel, the Plant of renown, the 
Prince of the kingsof the earth, that is pierced and nailed 
to a crofs. Jeremiah laments in the captivity, that prin- 
ces were hanged up by the hands. Lam. v. 1 2 But 
what were the princes of Ifracl to the Prince of Peace, 
the King of Glory, whom I fee hanging nailed through 
the hands on the crof?, and his blood poured out like 
water upon the €2wth! O it is royal bloody lJafc \^Q^- 
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of God, that I fee running down to fatisfy juftice for 
my fins ; and will not fuch a 'fight caufe me to mourn 
for them ? Can I look on my lovely Redeemer, ftript 
naked, mounted up, and fixed with nails to a torment- 
ing crofs ? Can I fee his head pierced with thorns, 
his back pierced with fcourgings, his hands and feet 
pierced with big nails, his fide pierced with a fpear, and 
his heart pierced with forrows for my fins, and my heart 
not mourn for them ? Yet alHhe piercings and wounds 
of his facred body were but fmall,to the piemings and 
agonies of his foul, when he drank the;,cup of his Pa- 
ther's wrath for me, ^hich made him cryout. My fod 
is exceeding forrowfuly even tmto death : my Gody my God^ 
nvhy haft thonforjaken me ? Can I behold this loving Je- 
fus, {landing in my room, bearing the wrath of a Deity 
for me, and my heart not bleed ? Can I fee him, when 
the fword of juftice was drawn to fmite me, opening 
his breaft to receive the fVroke into liis heart, and nnfy 
heart not melt within me ? Lord, grant mt fuch a 
fight by faitli, of a wounded, bleeding Saviour, as to 
make me a melting ancJ mourning finner. 

How can I leave this fubjeft until my heart be more 
aiiedled ? Had ''I 'been perfana^ly at mount Calvary, 
and with mybodilyeyes had feen my dear Redeemer rack- 
ed and nailed to the- tree ? Had I feen: him lifted up 
between heaven and earth,- that the nations might be- 
hold hin, with his arms ftretched x)nt to embrace fin- 
ners ? Had! beheld his dying looks, and heard hii 
dying groans ? Had I feen his precious blood for ma- 
ny hours run from' his wounded hands and feet to the 
earth? Could 1 have ftood by^^th ^ry eyes, or 'an 
unconcerned heart, efpecially when I had thoughr he 
was- fuffering all this-out of love to me, for my fins, 
and in my room ? Why then fliotfld I not be as much 
concerned, when I come to his 'table to celebrate the 
memorial of that fearful tragedy, and lodk upon the 
outward figns whieh-reprefent the fame \ Lord, give 
me /airh's eye to behold the things fignified thereby, 
eveja tie Weeding and dying of lYit ^ot\o\i's»'£xcitc»>^\\sitL 
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And what kind of blood is it I fee running down ? It 
is innocent blood ! precious blood ! royal blood ! heart 
blood ! Nay> the blood of the eternal Son of God, one 
drop whereof is worth an ocean of our blood» and is 
of infinite value ; and yet behold all this blood is fhed 
for fuch worms as I am ? O can I think long upon thb 
fubjeA, and not find my heart pained with love, and be 
ready with Jofeph, to feek a fecret place to weep in ? 
Had an ordinary man been executed for my crime, it 
would have afie^ed me all my days $ how much fhould 
it touch me to fee the Son of God put to death for nie ! 
The fun fainted, the heavens mourned in black, the 
earth quaked, and the rocks rent, when this black trag- 
edy was afted ; how much more (hould my heart rend 
and mourn at the reprefentation of it before my eyes? 
Surely my mourning (hould be great, deep, and bitter 
mourning, as in the text, like the mourning of a parent 
for the death of an only fon ; or like the mourning of 
Haddadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo I O what was 
the death of king Jofiah to the death of King Jelus, 
the eternal Son of God ! O my dear flain Lamb, fhall 
I not mourn and weep over thee ! 

0h ! can I fee his blood run down in ftreams, and my 
eyes not pour out fome drops ! Did Chrift fweat blood, 
and weep blood for my fins, and fliall not I weep tears 
for them ! Shall I not give drops of water for l^reams 
of blood ! Alas ! I am more fparing of my rears for 
Chrifl, than Chrifi: was of his blood for me ! How fall 
did the blood trickle down Chrift's cheeks in the day 
he wore the crown of thorns for me ? But how flowly 
do the tear? fall from my eyes whem I commemorate 
his dying love ? Can I fhed tears in p'enty for a dead 
child ! and have I referved none for a flain Saviour f 
Yea flain by my fins ! How fad is it to fee io many 
weeping eyes at a funeral, and fo many dry eyes at a 
communion table ? Alas ! this is a fad fign of few 
looking by faith to him we have pierced ! kw fenfible 
of the evil of their fins, that were the hammers which 
drove the iiails into his body» O for ^ Tt')2vvLVCv^^^ tjL 

D 
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faith, reprefenting all that the Lamb of God fuffered, 
in the greateft certainty and cle»reft evidence, that it is 
no devifed fable. O for an applying and appropriating 
a£t of faith, to bring all home to-myfelf, and fay, H^ 
loved me^ and gave himfelf for me ! 

What a hard heart is this I have beyond others ! 
Can I fee others weeping and mourning over a (lain 
Saviour, that iit at the fame table, eat the fame br^ad, 
and drink the fame cup with me, and cannot I get oae 
tear ! Is God come with his bottle, waking for my 
tears ? Do others pour into it plentifully, and have I 
not one tear ,to drop into God's bottle ? Lord, what 
iXieans the hardnefs ctf my heart, and the drynefs of 
my eyes, at the fight of my Saviour's bleeding and dy- 
ing for my fins ? When fliould I mourn and weep, if 
not now ? Was tliere ever fuch an occafion for tears ? 
Oh ! doth God Mtend to referve wee[»ng for me in 
hell, where tears QizW never be -dried up ! this is what 
I deferve, if I be hard hearted and dry-eyed :now. But, 
Lord, pity my hardnefs, and give me fuch a look at 
thou gaveft Peter, that may caufe me to weep, and weep 
bitterly, at the remembrance of my fins which pierced 
thee. 



MEDITATION VIII. 

i'rqm Luke xxii. 6i, 6%. The Lord iooied upon Peterr^And PeUr 

"Went out and tvept bijtterly. 

Lord, fince my looks to thee are fo fligiit^ fo waver«> 
ing and incondant, that they make little or no im- 
preffion upon my hard heart, do thou vouchfafe to l€K>k 
upon me with pity and with power \ for thy looks ar^ 
.efficacious, and nvelt down the hardeft heart. O give 
me fuch a look, as thou gavefi; iPeter, when he denied 
thee, and began to curfe and fwear : A look that may 
,hnng me to myfclf, and caufe me to weep, and weep 
i>itierly 9t the remembrance of ijrv^ &\^^ ni^ wwbelicr. 
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my pride, my paffion, my difobedience, which pierced 
thee, my deareft Lord and Saviour. Look thou upon me, 
and be merciful unto me^ Pfal. exix. 132. Ghrift's look 
to backfliding Peter was merciful, and full of compaf- 
fion 5 his bowels yearned for his poor difciple, when 
ready to fall into the devil's arms by total and final 
backfliding, and prevents him fpeedily. He wouid not 
let him He long in that difmal ftate he fell into, as it 
were on the very brink of hell, but prefently plucks 
him back, and recovers him. In like manner, Lord, 
look on me, and recover me fpeedily when I fail into 
lin> left my next ftcp^ be into hell. 

ChriA's look to Peter was a preventing look ; he 
looked on Peter before Pcrer looked to his Saviour for 
mercy, and before he looked on himfelf, or upon his 
fin, and the danger he was expofed to by it. Glory to 
my Redeemer that watches over his people, fees and 
minds their danger, wnen they themfelves are little 
thinking upon it -, he is more careful of them than they 
are of themfelves. How marvellous is Chrift's love, 
that would be fo concerned about Peter at fuch a time, 
when he himfelf was amidft lys bloody enemies, and 
upon trial for his life ? Even then, as it were, he for- 
gets his own danger, and takes notice of the danger of 
his fervant : He being the great Shepherd of the fljeep^ 
ventures all to refcuc one of his flock out of the mouth 
of the lion^ zadfrom the paivs of the bear. O who would 
xiot defire to belong to the flock of fuch a faithful, lov- 
ing, and compaflionate Shepherd ! 

The look Chrift gave Peter was a convincing look ; 
it laid open bis fin to him with all its aggravations, 
which made it vfry bitter to him. It Ipoke fuch lan- 
guage to him as this ; " O Peter, what haft thou done ! 
<< Haft thou cafi off thy Saviour ! And haft thou faid, 
" thou knoweft not me, who knew thee from the womb, 
<« and am going to die for thee ? Doft thou not know 
*« me that called thee irdm thy nets, that empowered 
" thee to preach the gofpel, and work miracles •, that 
^ kept thee from finking in the vialeis I Ktn xtf>x W^ 
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^* thou faweft fliining on mount Tabor ? Even he thou 
*• faidft thou would rather die than deny ?" O for 
fuch a convincing look from Cbrift, that would pierce 
ind melt my heart, and make me weep bitterly both 
now and at his table, for my bafe ingratitude, in dif- 
owning and piercing my dear Redeemer ! 

Chrift's look to Peter was a powerful and overcom- 
ing look ; it conquered his will, loofed him from the 
sVorld and fin, and made him yield prefently to Chrift : 
he was not able to hold out a moment longer, but, like 
/ofeph, feeks a fecret place to weep in. O how power- 
Tul is a look from Chrift ! It is fuiBcient to bow the 
rnoft ftubborn will, and melt the hardeft heart ; it can 
turn the rock into Jiandtng nvater^ and the jimt into afoun» 
^ain of ivatcr^ Pfalm cxiv. 8. How powerful was the 
]ook he gave to poor Jcrufalem, wheti lying in their 
blood ; a look that cauled them to live, Ezek. xvi. 6. 
How powerful was the look he gave to Zaccheus on the 
fjcamore tree, Luke xix. 5. O for fuch a loot as 
would bring me prefently down, in like manner, from 
the fycamore of my (elf conceit and fclf-righteoufnefs, 
and from my be ft beloved fins and idols, and caufe me 
to receive Chrift joyfully into my heart, and go with 
cheerfulnefs to his table, and receive the feal of his 
covenant, faying. My Lordj and my God J 

Chrift's look to Peter was a peculiar and difringuifh- 
ing look ; the power and grace of God went along 
with It to change Peter's heart, and bring him to his 
right mind. Chrift looked on many thoufands that 
were never the better of it. He looked on Judas after 
he betrayed him, and when he prefumed to kifs him, 
and reproved him too for his bafe treachery : But nei- 
ther that look nor reproof melted his heart. As the 
beams of the fame very fun hardens clay and foftens 
frozen earth ; fo a look from the fame Jefus, the Sun of 
Righteoufnefsy left Judas hard and impenitent, whilft it 
foftened Peter's heart. The' one went on in his villa* 
rkjf wbiia the other relented, and melted into tears. 
Why ? be looked but on the iace oi ^wd^s^ \>\3X \i^ 
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looked on the heart of Peter. He looked upon the 
one with a frowning judicial look, but looked upon the 
other with a recovering and drawing look. ChriiVs 
look to Peter was accompanied with the inward influ- 
ences of his Spirit on his heart, otherwife it had not 
been effedual. Oh, if he would vouchfafe fuch a gnu- 
cious look to my frozen heart, and foften it ? I would 
fain' bring my hard heart and lay it before this blefled 
fun, and wait until he draw by the cloud, look through 
and ihine upon it. Lord, I tremble to go to thy table 
Viith. this hard heart, left thou ihouldft look on me with 
anger, as thou didft upon thefe, Mark iii. 5. upon ac* 
count of the hardnefs of their hearts. Lord, I dcfire 
to be grieved for my heart hardneFs, and to look to ther 
whom I pierced by it. Give fuch a look to my heart 
as thou gave to Peter's, melt it down into penitential 
tears, and caufe me to go afide and weep bitterly. 

Chrift's look caufed Peter to remember and think 
upon Chrift's words to him. It is in and by his word 
that he works upon finners' hearts. O ! if the Spirit 
would bring the word to my mind, fet it powerfully 
home upon my confcience, and fo give the happy turn 
to my foul. Lord, help me to lay up thy words, and 
ponder them in my heart : and, O bring them always 
feafonably to my view, that when I fall 1 may not lie 
long under fin, nor continue in a ftate of backfliding 
from thee. May I have fuch a look from thee, as fhall 
^look all my idols out of countenance, and look my wan- 
dering heart into a right frame for covenanting and 
communicating work : A look that fhall put n^w life 
in all my drooping graces, and kindle fuch a flame of 
love to Chrift in my heart, and of indignation againft 
iin, as all the devils in hell fliall never be able to quench. 
A look that fhall make nie weep, while I live, for pierc- 
ing Chrift the Lamb. 

Oh, ftiall others ftied tears in plenty for fin, and my 
eyes remain dry ? Shall others get their hearts broken, 
and mine continue hard ? Lord, tbv ^t2tc^ \^ ^tt^ \ O 
how eafy were it for thee, to me\t my Vi««tt , wA tcvo\V 

D 2 



42 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

ten my eyes ; One touch of thy hand, nay, one look 
of thy countenance, one caft of thine eye, is fufficient to 
do it. O turn unto me, and give me one merciful 
look : for thy ordinance will be lifekfs, and loft unto 
me, if thou look not on me. How can I go to the ta« 
ble to behold Jefus, my furety, all red with blood for 
sny red and fcarlet coloured fins, while my heart doth 
not mourn, nor my eyes run down ? Surely the ftreams 
of my Saviour's blood deferve to be lamented with 
tears of blood, and fhall I not do it at leaft with tears 
of water ? Was he wounded for my tranfgrejQions, and 
fhall not my heart bleed, and eyes weep for his wounds 
given him fgr my fins. 



MEDITATION IX. 

« 
From Matth. XV. ly. jfrui the said, Truths Lord} y'it the dogs eat of 
ioe crumbs. 

This woman was a Canaanite, and lived among heai- 
ihens,.yet Ihe had greater knowledge and faith of the 
Mefliah than the moft of the Jews. Her faith, humili«- 
ty, patience, and refolution, amidft the greateft dtl^ 
couragements, are here recorded for a pattern and en- 
couragement to defponding believers in all ages. 

This woman was fo fenfible of her misery, that flie 
addrefles Chrift with great eameftnefs for help : She 
doth not fpeak calmly or coldly to Chrift, but fhe cried 
unto him, and followed him with her cries, ver. Z2, 23. 
Surely,* if I were duly afieded with my fpiritual wants 
and miferies, I would fpeak to God in no other lan- 
guage than that of cries and tears. O what caufe have 
I to bewail ny coldnefs and indifterency in prayer, and 
the little fenfe I have of my dangers and neceffitiesy 
which are great beyond exprefiion ? 

This woman, notwithftanding her great eameftnefs 
and Urong faith, met with very great trials and dif- 
courjgcmcttts in her addrcffes to CVviift. 
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1. Her firft trial is Chrift's filence to her, when ciy- 
ing to him lor mercy, ver. 23. He anfwered her mt a 
vuord. Strange ! not a word from a meek and merciful 
Saviour, that never put a poor finner, feeking mercy, 
away from him before ; but fiill invited all to come to 
him for it. That is a fore temptation. Lam. ii. 8. 
When I cry andjhouty he Jhuttetb out my prayer. Believ- 
ers are apt to think that God fhuts out their prayers in 
wrath, when it is not (o, Chrift heard this woman, 
accepted her, was pleafed with her, and ftrengthened 
her to hold on in prayer, though he did not immedi- 
ately anfwer her. ' He entertained her with filence to 
draw her on to be more importunate, and to try her 
faith, patience, and perfeverance, and thereby to teach 
us to be followers of thofe who thro' faith and patience 
do now inherit the promifes. Chrift keeps the door 
bolted for a time, that we may knock the harder, 
Matth. vii. 7. 'jAshy^feeky knock. The choiceft mercies 
come to us after the g)-eateft wreftlings. Likewife I 
fee here, that there is love jn ChrifFs heart to wreftling 
fouls, even when frowns appear in his looks ; where* 
fore let me take encouragement from him, though he 
flay me, yet to truft in him. 

2. Another fore trial the woman met with, was the 
anfwer Chrift gave his difciples when interceding for 
her, whereby he feems to exclude her out of hts com- 

' miffion, ver. 24. / am noi fent but to the Itfi Jbeep of the 
hwfe rf Ifrael, The Jews were called ftieep, but the 
Gentiles, dogs. The Jews were indeed to have the firft 
offer of Chrift's grace and purchafe. Though the wo* 
man might have taken Chrift's words as a plain repulfe, 
'yet fhe ftudies to put the beft fenfe on them (he can, and 
continues her importunity. Which teaches us never 
to leave the Throne of Grace for any difconragement. 

3. She gets a repulfe yet more (harp than the two 
former, even after (he had come clofe up to him, and 
£iUen down at his feet, faying, Lordy help me. Then it 
is Chrift ranks her among the dogs, ihtt^ xJei'^x. hi^t^ 
without the cavenant^ profdne wad imcXtasi* "^wi w«. 
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might think (he is cut off by that word, and will infift 
no more after it. Nay, ihe takes hold of that word of 
reproach) and pleads upon it in the text, Truths Lord^ 
I am a dogf vile and unworthy ; yet let me humbly aik 
the dog's room and privilege, even to creep beneath 
the children's table, and gather fome crumbs of mercy. 
O how much is contained here for our inftru£tion and 
imitation ? 

I ft. What caufe have we, O Lord, to blefs thy good- 
uefs, that we Gentiles, of dogs are now become chil- 
dren, and allowed to come to thy table ! And, at the 
fame time to fear thy juftice, fince the Jews, of children, 
are now become dogs, and fhut out as unclean I If they 
were cut off who crucified thee in thy low eftate, what 
may we expeft, if by our fins, we crucify thee in thy 
glory ? Let us not be high minded but fear. 

2dly, Chrift puts the firongeft faith of his people 
upon the fharpeft trials } He thinks fit, for his own 
glory, where he gives much grace to try grace much. 

3dly, Thofe who are eminent in faith are moft hum- 
ble i this woman was fo. t) how humbly did fhe plead 
with Chrift ? She threw herfelf on the ground, lay 
low at his feet, and from the duft, cried for help ; fhe 
claimed nothing, only begged for mercy. And when 
Chrift fpumed her from lus feet, calling her a dog» fhe 
doth not murmur nor complain of his harfh carriage, 
but humbly takes with the charge \ Truth, Lord, thou 
doft not mifcall me, nor call me fo bad as I am ; I am 
a dogy a moft vile and unworthy creature, and have no 
right to the children's bread, and muft ftarve if thou 
haft not mercy upon me. She can bear any thing, the 
worft frown or chaftifement firom Chrift, only fhe can*t 
bear being excluded from his mercy and grace ; fhe 
would have fome token of it, though never fo fmall : 
She claims not a Benjamin's meal, nor a child's portion, 
only let her have a dog's crumb. Lord, I take patient- 
ly the flripe from thee ; give me but a crumb after it, 
and rU go stwzy fatisfied. Surely the more humble any * 
/applicant is at a throne of gracc,\ic comt^ KvW x\v^\i^« 
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f er fpced ; for the Lord rejifis the prcud^ hut gives grace 
/& the humble, 

4thly, God's ufual method of difpenfing his mercy 
and grace to finners, is firft to caft them down before 
he raife them up ; he firft humbles and lays them low 
in ^ fenfe of their unworthinefs and vilenefs, before he 
advances them to his favour. We muft firft fee ourfelves 
to be as dogs, lefs than the kajl of all G'^d*s mercies^ before 
we are iit to be dignjfied with the privileges of children. 

5thly, When unbelief draws difmal conclufions from 
every thing, and tempts us to quit our grips and hopes, 
upon any dark difpenfation, and to fay with that wicked 
king, 2 Kings, vi. 33. This evil is of the Lord : What 
Jhould I wait for the Lord any longer ? Behold, faith is a 
valiant and importunate grace, it puts the beft con- 
ftru<£lions upon all Chrift's aftions -, it is fharp fightedt 
to fee and take hold of all advantages to ftrengthen it- 
felf, and finds encouragement even in that which is dis- 
couraging. That which feemed to cut o£F this believ- 
ing woman's hope, fhe improves it as a ground of hope, 
and an argument in prayer, Truths Lord; yet the ckgs 
eati &c. q. d. Even the .worthlefs dogs belong to the 
family, and though they may not feaft with children at 
the table, they may creep under it and gather crumbs, 
thefe off fallings that would be fwept to the door : this 
will not wrong the children. Let me ftand in relation 
to Chrift, though in the meaneft ftation, even that of 
his dog i I'll be thankful for it, or for any thing, if he 
do not turn me out of the houfe. 

dthly, When our difcouragements are greateft, we 
ihould learn from this woman, never to give over the 
exercife of faith and prayer j but to look on all our dif- 
appointments in the fuccefs of prayer, as excitements 
to greater earneftnefs in prayer. Faith will not fet li- 
mits to the Holy One ; though fpeedy anfwers be not 
given to our prayer, it becomes us to wait God's time, 
who is the beft judge of the fitteft feafon : He that be- 
lieveth will not make hajle. Why i he knows his extre- 
mhy is God's £t opportunity. 
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7thly. A refolute adhering to Chrift by faith undef 
trials, is moft pleafing and acceptable to him ; as when 
we perfevere in the ufe of means when fuccefs is fmall^ 
when we depend upon his promife, and look to his 
power ; when under the darkeft difpenfation we watch 
over our hearts and fteps, that they do not decline from 
his ways, as thefe in P^l. xUv. 17, 18. And glory to 
him that gives us fuch encouragement for this refolute 
adherence to him, as the mercifulneis of his nature^ 
and his faithfulnefs, which aflure us there is more good 
will in his heart than is vifible in his dealings : and that 
his providence will never give h» word the lie. He 
gives in fecret ftrengtbto his people to adhere to hithf 
when he ieems moft oppofite to them, as he did to this . 
woman. He loves to bring about his people's mercici j ^] 
by means improbable and contrary, to glorify his wif- 
dom. He delights to bring light out of darknefs. 

8thly, Great will the reward at laft be of the belicv- 
cr^s faith, humility and perfeverance in prayer ; fof, 
faith Chrift at length, v. 28. woman great is thy faith; 
hi it unto thee even as thou *wilt. 



MEDITATION X. 

From I Cor. ii. 24. Tbh do in remembrance of me. 

O MY foul, here is a folemn ordinance iaftituted for 
keeping up the remembrance of a crucified Jefus 5 and 
behold it was appointed by himfelf, when he was juft 
a going to do more for us than all the angels in heaven 
c^uld have done, even to make atonement for our fins 
by his death and fufierings : and he twice repeats his 
dying charge to us, v. 24 and 25. This doy this do ye. 
Men ufed to regard the commands of their dying friends, 
and perform their wills religioufly -, and (hall not I with 
pleafure obey the will and command of a dying Redeem- 
er, when the thing is fo eafy and agreeable, to eat and 
drink at his table in remembrance oi \xvcci^, \l\lcix^^\. 
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thee, O friend of finners, let my right hand forget its 
cunning, &c. Our loving Redeemer well knew the 
treachery of our memories, the worldlinefs of our hearts^ 
and inconOancy of our afiedtionsi that we would be 
ready to let his death and love flip out of our thoughts^ 
and therefore he would have the iigns of his fufierings 
frequently prefented to our eyes. Alas ! for the curfed 
ingratitude of ray heart, that is fo apt to forget him that 
remembered me when there was none to pity me \ but 
glory to him that takes fuch pains to cure my forgetful- 
-oefs, by fetting forth Chrift crucified fo evidently be- 
fore my eyes in the broken bread and poured out wine 
in the facrament. I look upon this -ordinance as a via- 
ble reprefen tat ion and commemoration of my Saviour's 
^eath and iujBTerings for his people, which he will have 
continued till he come again to judgment. It is like a 
marble pillar ^fet up upon his grave, wiih an infcriptioa 
bearing account of his glorious achievements and migh- 
ty deedsj his glorious^uflferings, conflicts, and victories 
for his people. Wherefore, as oft as he calls me, I will 
go thither, and put all the honour and rcfptQ I can 
upon my kind benefactor : I will remember ' his love, 
proclaim his worth, and pubUfh his praifes. I'll here- 
by own myfetf before the world to be one of his difci- 
ples, and a follower of the Lamb. Fll declare my ab- 
horrence of iin that pierced him, and my gratitude to 
the Lamb for the atoning facrifice he offered up for me 
upon the crofs. 1*11 triumph in this as the only ground 
€rf my hope. Fll put the crown on his head, and caft 
all my crowns down at his fe^t, and cry Worthy is the 
Lamb that nvasjlairiy and has redeemed me from my fins hy 
his blood ; worthy is he to receive all honour ^ power ^ glory^ 
Xind dominion y for ever and fver. 

Glory to my dear Saviour, that feeks no^reater re- 
-turn for all his laboiH' of love, than a thanfcfiil remem- 
brance of it at his table. Oh, ihould I grudge to give 
fuch a fmall return to him that fuffered the pains of 
4eath and hell for me ! Had he bid me facrifice my 
^ft born, and -give all I have to the ^poox^ ot ^q vcl'^>^^ 
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grimage to the Holy Land to vifit his fepulchre, or go 
to the top of Mount Calvary where the crofs ftood» as a 
token of thankfulnefs for his love, could I have refufed 
it ? But he puts me to no fuch hard tafk Lordj thou 
bids me not go to a bloody fcaffbld to remember thee^ 
but to a well covered table to do it. Thou bids me not 
go there to bleed or burn for thee, but to eat and drink ; 
not the bread of afflidion, or water of adverfity, but 
bread that (Vrengthens the heart, and wine that cheers 
the drooping fpirit, bread and wine which thou haft 
fandlified and bleffed for me. Surely, O dear SaviouTi 
I owe my life to thee, nay a thoufand lives if I had 
them i but it is not my life, but my memory and 
thoughts thou art calling for ; it is not to die for theC) 
but to remember thee. Didd thou drink the cup of 
wrath on the crofs for me, and will not 1 dripk a cup. 
of bleffing at thy table for thee, nay for myfelf, and for 
my eternal falvation ? 

Let me go then to this holy table, with faith, love, 
and thankfulnefs, to remember Chrift and his dying 
love ; as ht- commands me. And while 1 remember 
him, let me alfo receive and embrace him as my bleeds 
in^ High Pried in the arms of my faith, and at the 
fame rime throw my guilty foul into his wounded arms, 
for fiiving me from wrath. Let me go and remember 
the woundings aHfd piercings of my Redeemer, with a 
pierced and wounded heart for thefe curfed fins, which 
nailed and killed the Prince of Life. Let me hence- 
forth be the death of fin, which was the death of my 
dear Saviour. Oh, (hall I fuffer fin to live any longer 
in me, that would not fufier my Redeemer to live in' 
the world ? 

But let me confider my High Prieft before hand, and 
what of his fufferings I fiiould remember at his table, 
ril remember how the glorious heir of all things denud- 
ed himfelf of his riches and glory, how he left his throne 
of majefly to lodge in a virgin's womb : yea, to be 
born among beads, and cradled in a manger, for fuch a 
n^orm as me I I'll remember how he was attacked by 
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the devil, contradiAed by'finners, and reproached by 
the world for my fake ! Fll remember how forrowful 
his foul was in the garden, when the bitter cup was put 
in his hand; and how he fweat, how he prayed, how. 
he fell to the ground, till he was quite overwhelmed 
with wrath, and covered with his own blood, for my 
fake ! I'll remember how he was fold for a fmall price, 
and bafely betrayed by Judas ; how he was taken' by 
the foldiers, tied as a malefactor with cords, denied by 
Peter, forfaken by all his difciples, and left alone among 
his cruel and infulting enemies. I'll remember how he 
was blindfolded, mocked, fpit upon, buffeted, and af- 
fronted by ruffians a whole night, and patiently fufFer- 
ed all for my fake. Til remember how his lovely 
countenance was disfigured with blows, and the pluck- 
ing the hair off his cheeks ; and how the fwceteft face 
ever the fun faw, was all befmcarcd with blood and 
fpitting for my fake. I'll remember how he that 
clothes the lillies of the field, was himfelf ftrip^d na- 
ked, bound to a pillar, and cruelly fcourged, till the 
pavement of Pilate's judgment-hall, was all bedewed 
with his precious blood. I'll remember how the crown 
of thorns was plaited with the fharp points turned in- 
ward, put upon his head, and driven into his temple, 
with a reed, till they pierced his fkull in manv places, 
and a new (hower of blood run down his blcffcd neck, 
ni remember how the heavy crofb-trec was laid upon 
his fcourged and bleeding fhoulders, and he made to 
carry ii through the ftreets of Jerufaiem, forth of the 
gates, and up mount Calvary, to the place of execu* 
tion, until his ftrength was fpent, and he foundered 
under the burden. I'll remember how the crofs-tree 
was laid down and my Saviour dripped naked, and 
ftretched out upon it as a rack ; and how he was faf. 
tened to it with four big iron nails through his hands 
and feet, and the crofs lifted up and let fill into a deep 
hole digged for the foot of it, to the violent rending 
and widening of his facred wounds, by which Ue KMti^<i 
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until all his blood ftreamed ^forth at them^ and he ex- 
pired amidft the moft exguifite tortures. 

ru remeinber alfo the fufferiqgs of bis foul ,at that 
time, when the Lord ran upon him as a giant, .and 
made his foul the butt of his envenomed arrows, the 
poifon whereof drank up his fpirits, until his ftrength 
was dried up like a potfherd. I'll remember how his 
foul was troubled and nonpliifled at the diflant prof-; 
pefl of tl^s cup^; and how fore amazed he was fooa 
after when it was put into his hiand. I'll remember 
how the tafling of it cafl: Jiim into a bloody fweat and 
agony, which dyed his garments red, and bedewed the 
ground where he lay, V\\ remember how he was bro- 
ken with breach upon breach, till all the fea- billows of 
divine vengeance went over him, and the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah was made to ro?.r under the ftrokcs and 
bruifes of the flaming f word, ?*fal. xxiu i. Til remem- 
ber the dreadful hidings of God's face he lay under, 
until he was made to jcvy^ My God, nty.Godi ivhy ha/l 
thou forfaken vie ? J'll .remember the inexorablenefs of 
divine juftice, that would not fpare him one ftripe, bate 
him one farthing of the debt, nor one drop of the cup, 
fo that he drank till he cried, // is finijhed^ and gave 
up the ghoft. Glgry to him for his love in finilhing 
the work. 



MEDITATION XI. 

From Phi HP. i. 13. yPor I am in a ttratt Betwixt iiuo. 

As the Apoftle was in a ftrait whether to chufe to 
die or to live, fo am J in a ftrait whether to go to the 
Lord's table, or to ftay back. Now, thou calleft me;. 
Lord, to celebrate the memorial of thy death, yea, to 
feaft with thee at thy holy table, and I know not what 
to chufe ; I am in a ftrait bet\ ixt twp. My heart is fo 
unholy, and my unworthinefs fo great,! tremble to go 
^forward to /ea/l with a God fo VioVy, and ^\iofe ^uxvc^ 
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is infinite \ and yet my wants are fo many and my ne- 
ceffities fo greatj tfiat my cafe is hopelefd if I ftayback : 
Lord, I can go to none elfe in ail the world to fupply 
my needsf, but to thyfeif alone. Bot oh, when I think 
of going ibrwardi my guilt ftops my mouth, and fills 
zne with blufhing. Lord, if the holy angels, thefe 
pure and unfpotted feraphims who burn in zeal for thy 
ftrvice, muft even cover their faces before thee ; how 
fhall I venture into thy prefence, I whofe zeal is fo Ian- 
guifhing, whofe love is fo cold^ whofe mind is fo 
earthly, and prayers fo dull ? Shall I approach fo near 
a holy God in fuch a cafe ? But what then (Hall I do i 
Shall I join with thefe worldlings who were bidden to 
the feaft of the great King, refufe, and make my ex-» 
cufe ? Then I fear the King will Be angry, declare me 
unworthy to tafte of his (upper, yea, fwear in his wrath 
that I {hall never enter into his reft. 

Lord, I abhor myfelf for my unworthinefs and vilc- 
nefs, my guilt and pollution ; but where fhall I go to 
get help and remedy for it, but unto thee alone ? Haft 
thou not bidden me corner thougli my fins be red as 
Grimfon ? Have not many fuch come to tEee, and 
found relief and help ? Surely, O Lord, thy goodnefs 
is greater than my finfulnefs, and thy mercy furpaflcth 
my mifery ; for though my fins reach even to the 
clouds, yet thy mercy is above the heavens. O merci- 
ful Father, extend thy free, boundlefs mercy to a mif- 
crable, helplefs finner : Surely mifery is the proper ob- 
jeft of mercy. Holy God, if thou help me not for the 
fake of my miferies which I have dcferved, yet help 
me for the fake of thy mercies which thou haft prom- 
ifed in Chrift, thy dear Son. Wherefore I plead for 
Chrift's fake, that thou wilt hear the cry of my mife- 
ries, and not the cry of my fins. O doth not his pre- 
cious blood cry louder for pardon, than my fins for 
punifhment ? Lord, hear the cry of that blood, and let 
it not be as water fpilt upon the ground. For the fake 
of that prevalent blood, pity, pardon, and accept a 
poor unworthy creature, that defix^s lo ^Jovj x^x"^ ^'^'i 
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and prepare his heart to feek thee, though he be not 
cleanfed according to the purification of the fanAuary. 
O Lord, though I may be aihamed to come to thee^ 
my needs are fo preiBng and pinching that I cannot 
ftay away. To whom Ihall I go hut unto thee^for thou hafi 
the ivords of eternal life ? The whole creation cannot 
fupply my wants. Thou only art my fun, from whofe 
beams I muft receive faving light I Xhou art my head]^ 
from whom I muA get fpiritual life ; thou art the root> 
from which I muft receive fap and growth : Thou arc 
the fountain, from which I muft draw living water : 
Thou art the treafure, from which I mufl obtain the 
riches of grace. So that without thee I am nothing, I 
have nothing, I can do nothing. To thee then muf^ I 
go for all my fupplies, and out of thy fulnefs receive 
grace for grace. Lord, thou haft enough to fupply 
many worlds of needy fouls ; for the fun is not fo full 
of light, nor the- fea fo full of water, as thou art fiiil of 
grace and mercy to needy creatures : And as thou art 
full, fo I am aflfured thou art free, and willing to com- 
rounicate thy fulnefs. In fpite then of all objections 
tmd difficulties, forward to thee I will go, and caftmy- 
felf down at thy feet ; // I perijhy I perijh. Oh ! did 
ever any f)crilh at mercy's door ? 

Lord, I have heard of thy mercy to the very chief 
of finners, and cannot this mercy reach the like of me ? 
Surely the viler finner I am, thou haft the fairer op- 
portunity to Ihew the riches of thy mercy, the freenefs 
of thy love, and the efficacy of thy blood ; and if I be 
allowed to fliare therein, the fweeter and louder will 
the eternal hallelujahs be, that will be fung to the Lamb 
of God on my account. O that he would glorify his 
mercy, his love, and blood, in mv relief. O where 
fhall a poor heavy laden finner go, but to him that can 
free him of his burden ? Where (hall I go with a mul- 
titude of fins and miferies, but to thee who haft a 
multitude of tender mercies ? Where fhall I go with 
my deep and heinous guilt, but to thee who haft a deep 
fountain to wa/h it away ? Behold oivc dtc^ cjAUt.h to 
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another, the depth of my mifery to the depth of thy 
mercy ! My wound is great, but thy balm is excellent ! 
My fore is broad, but thy plafter is anfwerable ! 
Lord J be merciful unto me^ heal my fouly for I have Jirmed 
againfi thee. 

Lord, is not the gofpel-feaft I am invited to, a fcaft 
of charity, to which thou called not the rich but the 
poor, maimed, halt, and blind, who cannot make any 
return for thy bounty ? And may not fuch a miferable 
obje£l as I am take encouragement from fuch a free ex- 
tcnfive invitation, Luke xiv. 2 1. My blefied Redeem- 
er, while he was on earth, did not difdain to eat with 
publicans and finners, nor to dine with Simon a leper. 
And though he is now exalted in the higheft heavens, 
yet he ftill retains the bowels of a man, and aH the pity 
and charity to perifhing finners, he had while here in 
this ftate of humiliation. Wherefore, fenfible of my 
Unworthinefs, loathing myfelf for my vilenefs, and 
trufting to my Saviour's compaflion to the miferable, I 
defire to go forward to his holy table : O that he would 
direft and ftrengthen me to go about fuch a weighty 
work ! Let not that ordinance, which God hath infti- 
tuted for a bleffing, be made a curfe to me through my 
unworthy partaking. Lord, rebuke all unfeafonabte 
thoughts and wanderings that would mar the duty v 
excite and actuate in me every proper grace, and enable 
me to manage fo, that I may not difhonour, but glorify 
thee ; I may not increafe my guilt, but augment my 
grace \ I may rtot bring more hardnefs, but foftnefs in- 
to my heart. Lord, defcend thou into my heart by 
the influences of thy Spirit, that I may afcend up to 
thee by the aSings of grace ; and when the King fits 
at his table, let my fpikenard fend forth the fmell there- 
of. Lord, I look to thee for ftrength, conduft, and 
through-bearing, in every ftrait. I truft not in my 
preparations, but in thy free mercy, for acceptance ; I 
truft not in my faith, but in thy faithfulncft, who haft 
promifed to give power to the Ciint \ \ ttxift xva\. mxsv^ 
repentmcc, but m thy free pardoivvn^ is^^tc^ \ \ vtxsJ^ 

E 7. 
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not in my doings, but in ChriA:'s doings; O take away 
my filthy garments, and clothe me with the beft robe^ 
The Lord our Righteoufnefs. / ivill go in the Jirengtb 
of the Lord Gody I nvill make mention of thy righteoufnefs^ 
even of thine only. Aivahey north windy and come^ tbqu 
fottthy bhw upon my garden that the fpices may flow out. 
If thy prefence go not with me^ carry me not up hence. 

The Lord made a breach upon the Ifraelites, for not 
feeking him after the due order, i Chron. xv. 13. He 
fmote 50,000 of the Bethfhemites for an irreverent 
look into the Ark, which typified Chrift ; and what 
caufe then have I to fear a firoke, ihould I rafhiy touch 
the fymbols of his body and blood ? Seeing this ordi- 
nance is intended for doing honour to the King of Zi- 
on, O fave me from doing indignity to him, by betray- 
ing him with a kifs, or by throwing his picture, or great 
feai into a puddle. May I fo prepare for this feaft^ 
that the blefied mafter of it may fee I am watchful of 
his eye, tender of his honour, and fearful of his anger. 
Lord, awake my heart, ftir up my graces, and prepare 
me for a meeting with my Saviour ; and let not nay 
Jbul, whofe only hope is to be faved by Chrift's bloody 
be fent away from his table with the guilt inftead of 
the b*^ncfit, of that blood upon it. 



MEDITATION XII. 

V-om Fbix:p iv.19. £ut my God j%aU fupfly all y»ur nted^ accw* 
«/. '.^ io bis ricbts in gloTy^ by Cbrifi y^f**- 

Heavenly Father, out of thy rich bounty thou waft 
I)leafed once to lay up a great flock for me in my proge- 
nitors hands, but they very foon fquandered it all away, 
fo that I am become extremely poor and needy. O I 
IV hat can I do in this indigent condition, but come 
btick to thee for pity ard new fupplies ? For ever bleflt 
ed be thy name, for the reviving news thou haft pub- 
JifbetJ in the golpel ; tbal thou Yuft U'^^ \i\«5^ \x^ "a. %w« 
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flock for bankrupt finners in the hands of a furety that 
cannot fail, and haft crefted a throne of grace for fuch 
as I am to come to in time of need, where Chrift Jefus 
my furety fits as commifHoned by thee, with glorious 
riches to fupply my wants. Many are the needs which 
thou thinks fit to leave upon me, that I might have the 
more errands unto this throne, and that thou mayeft 
the oftener hear my voice. O pour out up(m me a 
fpirit of grace and fupplication, and c^fe me to delight 
in approaching to thee, and pouring out my wants be- 
fore thee. 

Behold, Lord, a needy creature, an objeA of pity, 
approaching to a liberal Saviour, whofe fulnefs is infi- 
nite ! O how fuitable is it to my wants, which are great 
and innumerable ! I am ftarving, and have no bread ; 
I am naked, and have no clothing ; I am wounded, 
and have no cure ; I am in debt, and have no money \ 
I am polluted, and have no fountain ; I am burdened, 
and have no reft ; I have deftroyed myfelf, and can 
find no help in myfelf. But yet there is help for me 
elfewhere j I have heard of the mercy of the King of 
Ifrael, and of the remedy he hath provided for thofe 
who are helplefs, loft, and miferable. Wherefore, 
though I be poor, I will not defpair, for thou art the 
Lord of the whole world, and haft opened thy trea- 
fures to the needy : Though I be polluted I will not 
defpond, for thou haft the fountain of falvation : 
Though I be naked, I will not with Adam run from 
thee and hide myfelf, nay I will run to thee to cover 
snc with the wool and fleece of the Lamb of Qod, even 
the fpotlefs righteoufnefs and innocence of my Saviour : 
Though I be hungry and ftarving I'll take encourage- 
ment from the glad tidings thou haft proclaimed in 
the gofpel of a rich feaft for th^ poor and needy.-i— 
Lord, I come to thee as the hungry to be fed, as the 
naked to be clothed, as the wounded to be healed, as 
the cold ftarving creature to the fire, as the unclean to 
be waflied in the fountain that is opened^ not to th^ 
bo^fe of David onljf but even to tVit ^OTt& vcicka^- 
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tant in Jenifalem. Glory to God, that it is fo free and 
open to the poor and needj. 

Lord, I come not to thy table becaufe I am worthy; 
but becaufe thou art rich In mercy, and doft promife 
that the needy JbaU not he forgotten y and the expeSiatkn rf 
the poorjhall not perijh f And that when the poor and neeij 
feek water ^ and there is none^ and their tongue faileth fir 
thirfli thou the Lord wilt hear them^ and open rivers in tie 
nmldemefSf and fountains in the midfi of the valleys* 
come, do as thou haft faid ; pity a poor, needy, perilh- 
ing creature, and fill my narrow vefTel out of the ocean 
of thy mercy, where it will not be mifTed. Come to 
the feaft of thine own appointment, and dSfplay thy 
fulnefs and liberality. Caft open the doors of thy 
treafures, and allow me accefs to Chrift's unfearchabk 
riches. Thy word, Lord, afliire me, that in all ago 
thou haft beftowed thefe riches upon the poor and nefr 
dy, without money, and without price. And this dodi 
warrant me to plead with thee to come to thy hodbt 
where many needy beggars are gathered, and fcatter thy 
bounty among them, and admit me to gather with 
them. O let not fuch a miferable objeft go from thy 
door without an alms, without a crumb of the chil- 
dren's bread, feeing there is bread enough in thy houfey 
and to fpare. O let none return afhamed from thfi 
fountain who come expecting water. Thou haft prom- 
ifed to pour water upon the thirfty and floods up09 
the dry ground. Oh, is there any noore dry, moi9 
poor, more needy, than I am ! Lord, make me as thirt 
ty as I am dry, as humble as I am poor, and as fenfiUe 
as I am needy. Alas, that I have fo little fenfe of my 
wants f Oh, deal not with me, according to my fenfe 
of need, which is fmall, but deal with me according to 
my real need, and thy royal bounty, which is exceed- 
ing great 

O that I were poor and needy in my own eyes, and 

truly fenfible of my own wants ; that I am drowned in 

dcht to the law and juftice of God, owe many thou* 

/ands^ aixl have toot one fanViit\^ to ^^^ \ \}ci^x \ -mx 
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deftitutc of every thing that is good, can do nothing 
to pleafe God^ and am unworthy of the leaft of his 
mercies. O that I were made willing to quit all confi- 
dence in my own righteoufhefs, duties> frames^ or at- 
tainments ; and well content to go entirely out of my- 
felf to Chrift, for righteoufnefs to juftify me, and for 
his Spirit or grace to renew and fanflify my nature. 

Lord} I am poor, but I fee God has treafured up 
unfearchable riches, and infinite fulnefs in Jefus Chrift 
to anfwer all my needs : I am naked, but I fee in Chrift 
a robe of righteoufnefs, that is fufiicient to cover me, 
and a whole eleA world ^ I am a fiarving creature, but 
in Chrift there is the bread of life, and the waters of 
life for my foul : I am foolifh and ignorant, but Chrift 
hath infinite wifdom to teach and guide me ; I am 
laden with guilt, but Chrift's facrifice is fufficient to 
atone for it ; I have ftrong lufts and corruptions, but 
Chrift hath a kinely power to fubdue them \ I am un- 
der much darkneis, but Chrift is tbe light of the nvorld : 
I am under fears and difcouragements, but Chrift is the 
confolation of Ifrael ; I am wounded and fick, but 
Chrift, my phyfician, hath excellent balm for me ; I am 
under a burden of debt, but Chrift, my furety, is rich, 
and fully able to pay it -, I am in prifon, and under 
bonds, but Chrift opens prifon doors, and loofes them 
that are bound ; I am fatherlefs by Adam's fall, but 
Chrift is the Everlafting Father, in whom tbe fatherlefs 
fnd mercy ; I have many enemies to purfue and accufe 
me, as law, juftice^ Satan, and confcience ; but Chrift 
nay advocate can anfwer them all : Therefore I flee to 
him for refuge, I clofe with him in all his offices, and 
put my whole confidence in him. 

It gives great encouragement to my poor needy foul, 
that I have a Saviour fo full of goodnefs and pity to 
look to, a mighty Agent in heaven to plead my caufe, 
and to prefent my bills, petitions and fuppHcations, to 
the Father. I put all my requefts and concerns in his 
hand, and commit them to his care and management ; 
he knoirs the httcA time to prcfcni rti^m^^xiS. Xa fewi 
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me an anfwer. In the facrament I fwear allegiance to 
thee, as my Sovereign Lord and King, over thy broken 
body and^ihed blood, I engage to be a true and faithful 
foldier in thy army, and to take the field againft thy 
enemies. Many pieces of furniture do I need for this 
warfare ; I need the girdle of fincerity, the fhield of 
faith, the helmet of hope, the fword of the Spirit,, the 
brea^plate of righteoufnefs, and to have my feet (hod 
with the preparation of the gofpel of peace. But glory 
to thy name, my Redeemer and captain of falvation 
hath provided a noble armory and florehoufe to aniwer 
all the{e my neceffities and wants. Lord, fupply all my 
needs out of thy infinite fulnefs, and furniih me with 
every thing requifite and neceflary for the work and 
warfare thou calleft me unto. Oh, my enemies ate 
lievely, and they are flrong : But I look to my gfoii' 
ous captain to gird me with ftrength for the battlej, zai 
to teach my hands to war. 



MEDITATION XIII. 

. 
From Era. iii. 19. jind to inow the lave cf Clrhtf whifkfattd 
knovfUdge, 

Where ihall I begin my thoughts upon this fu^f^ 
of the love of Chrift to men? And when begun hdj^ 
ihall I make an end ? It hath a breadth and lengt^l 
depth and height that paileth knowledge. If the Ap^ 
tie Paul, that had the brighteft difcoveries of this lovci 
owned this, much more may I. I may fooner find om 
the height of heaven, the breadth of the earth, or th 
depth of the fea, than meafure Chrift's love. It & ai 
unfathomable ocean that hath neither bank nor bottom 
O whither did his love carry him ! From the heigb 
of glory to the depth of mifery. How low and deq 
was our fall that nothing couM recover and raife us ujp 
but the low abafement of the Son of God, the King c 
gJorjr i How low was the ftep Vie m^<i^ xoV^i^^ \» xj,'^ 
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even to put on our nature, and fuffered himfelf to be 
pierced for our tranfgreffionsi and bruifed for our ini- 
quities ! Bleifed Lord, thou tookeft not on thee the 
nature of angels, but the feed of Abraham ; thefe are 
faft bound up from thee with chains of darknefs, whilft 
thou draweft us to thee with cords of love I How dii^ 
tinguifiiing was thy love to man, that brought thee from 
heaven to ^earth, from the throne to the manger, from 
the manger ^o the wildernefs, from the wildernefs to 
the garden, from the garden -to the judgment-hall, from 
the judgment-hall to the crofs, from the crofs to the 
^ve ; yea, from the glory of heaven to the very tor- 
ments of hell, and all for creatures that were black and 
Ugly as :hell ! How wonderful is the fight thou callefl; 
me to fee at the Lord's table ! Even to fee him fuffer- 
ing for fin that never committed fin ! To fee him made 
fm for uSy tbat knew nojtn^ that we, who knew no right- 
eoufnefs, might he made the righteoufnefs j/* God in him I 
An amazing .fight indeed 1 

Lord, what is man that .thou art mindful of him J O 
what is he that thou (houldft magnify and fet thy heart 
on him ! And what am I, the worft of men, and vileft 
of finners, that thou Ihouldeft fiopp fo low to exalt me ! 
That thou (houldeft endure the poverty of this worlds 
that I might enjoy the riches of heaven ! Be content 
to live in the form of a fervant, that I might have the 
adoption of fons i Be willing to bow thyfelf unto 
death, to raife me to eternal life ! Be content to be 
'numbered among tranfgr^flbrsjthat I might have a room 
among the blcffed ! To be crowned with thorns, that 
I might be .crowned with glory ! To be condemned 
before men, that J might be juftified before God ! To 
di^Jc the.bittcr.cup of wrath, that I might drink the 
plirc river o'f Rfe! To cry out in forrow upon the 
crpfs, that I ipigbt triumph with joy upon the throne ! 
To ftand befort the mouth of hell furnace, to keep its 
flames from breaking out on me ! O Lord Jefus, thy 
love hath overflown all banks, and thy compaffion knew 
no bounds ! Can I think on it, and my hc^xt xiox. Wxxi ? 
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Can I fpeak of it, and not be overcome, fo as to ieek^ 
with Jofeph, a fccrct place to weep in ? 

O love that paileth knowledge ! How (hall I think 
of it and not ftand amazed ! That the general {hould 
die for the fbldier, the phyfician for the patient ! That 
the righteous Judge of Heaven fhould come to the bar, 
put himfelf in the malefactor's clothes, and be condemn- 
ed for him I That the blefied Son of God fhonld in- 
t^rpofe his innocent breaft to receive the mortal ftroke 
for us ! That God all-lufficient fhould be expofed to 
hunger and thirft, to grief and wearinefs, and the vileft 
reproaches and indignities, for worms like us ! Behold 
the Creator of the world wounded, mangled, and killed, 
by ungrateful creatures, whom he came to fave ! Be- . 
hold his bowels yearning towards them who raked, in' 
them with their bloody hands ! £ehoId his heart bunt- 
ing with affeftion towards them that cruelly pierced it ! 
Surely a believing view of this love of Chrift is fuffi- 
cient to molify a heart more cold and frozen than icC 
itfelf ! O love unfathomable ! Who can meafure its 
dimenAons ! It hath a height without a top, a depth 
without a bottom, a breadth without a iide, a length 
without end ! Aftonifhing love ! that my exalted Lord 
ihould ftoop fo low as to become a man ; nay, a poor 
man, a man of forrows, a dererte(^ man, a dying man, 
and alfo a dead man, for fuch a wretch as me ! Nsi]^ 
more, that be (hould flocp to be made a curfe, and m 
under a dreadful load of wrath upon his innocent foul* . 
infinitely more heavy than what is laid upon any damn- 
ed foul in hell ! 

'O what a fea of wrath did my loving Jefus fwim 
through to fave me from peri(hing ! Behold how ti^t 
raging fea wrought and was tempe(Vu(^, roared mtm 
terribly, and threatened to fwallcTw me ip with the reft 
of the cleft world; till once my J'ledcl^er (tept iiH 
and undertook to be the facrifice for calming the fea ! 
Ts^ me up, (faid he, like Jonah) and throw me into 
the fcZf and ye (hall be all -fafe. In this Red fea our 
bltiBcd JoMh was content to tmra tot vVvtx^-\3m^r 
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years, without feeking deliverance, till once the Tea was 
perfeftly calm, and every e\c£t foul out of danger. 
Marvellous loving-kindnefs ! Oh fhat I could, with a 
fuitable frame of heart, both remember and admire re- 
deeming love, and redeeming blood, when I go to fit 
down at my Redeemer's table. O that I may there 
get faith's fight of the various inftances of. his love» 
that paiTeth knowledge. Let me there view Chrift in 
the womb^ and in the manger *, in his weary fteps and 
•hungry bowels ; in his prodrations in the ^den, and 
clotted drops of bloody fweat. Let me view hit' head 
with a crown of thorns, and his face bcfmeated with 
the foldier's fpit. Let me view him in his march to 
Calvary, and his elevation upon a painful crofs, with his 
head bowed down, and his fide (Ireaming blood ! O 
unparalleled love ! It, had been wonderful love to 
hive fent one of the lofty feraphims to fufFer for us i 
but to give him whom all the feraphims ferve and adore, 
is love that pajfeth knowledge I Let mc view the fcrip- 
ture defignations and titles of him that loved ///, and gave 
- himfelffor us^ that he might wafh us in his blood. 

He is our Emmanuel^ the Wonderful^ the Counfellor^ the 
mighty God^ the everlafling Father y the Prince of Peace ^ the 
King f^luHgSy and £o^d of lords ^ the Prince of the kings *of 
Ae earthy ibe Lord of glory^ the rofe of Sharon^ the pUint of 
^itno^on, the brightnejfs of his Father* s glory ^ the cxflrefs image 
efhis perfon, the bright and morning Jlar^ the fun of rights 
fta/^iefsy the light of the ivorldj the head of his. church, the 
beginning and firjl born front the dead^ the appointed l^eir of 
all things. This is he that loved uSy and gave himftif to 
•die for the redemption of a crew of rebels, grace-abuf- 

», and. g^^flighting' finners ! Oh, what am I 
'thou u^flHpi ipare,yea,ran(bm and feaft me in fuch 
a^manner ! Mfe g ago mighteft thou have (haken off 
tlie hand ol^Vqf providence fuch a viper as I am into 
fire nnljlBenchable ; and t^ere made me to know to fad 
expeiteniBe, what it is to abufe free grace, by the lofs 
of eteftial glory. — But, inftead of thait^lViou V^aft. -^vSsA. 
mc, iovjcdme, become my furety^ lo ^^^^^c vaKv«. Vj^ 

F 
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IS fltu bf thy btood, when no other SioiiBeer 
would do. Lord, I welcome thy love fcafti I lay my 
hand en the head of the facriBce, and reft upon it ) 7 
ietitvtt Lord, help my unbelief. O that I may heDceforth 
Use under the continual fenfc of my infinite obligariont 
to my glorious Airety, that would make hit foul an ^er^ 
tag fir mj Jih. O what return Ihall I give him for all 
haa foul4ravaiI and agonici for me ? O that I codd 
ipeod my whole life, and each day of it, in mag nixing' 
hii lore, and living to his praiJe. Now, hUJfed he bit 
ghrieta fffefor ever and ever .- let- the vnb^e earth befiU 
ed vifth Mr gbry. Amcfx and Ameo. - 
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!^* ■ 

O UT Ibul, this text affords thee great iub}e£l oll^ 
thoughts, when thou gcelt to remember thy dear Sav-. ' 
iour at his table. Here J ice him jn a bloody agony 1; 
AmA firft, let me obfrrvc the place wliere his agony be- 
^ftn, the garden of Gethremane, which lay in the valley 
of Jeholhaphat, op the eail lide of Jerufalem, at thp\ 
foot of the mount of Olives, No^w, it was in (he val-- 
ley of Jeholhaphat that God did plead wifh the nations, 
in Chrift tbejr fwrcty,jod iii. 2. The word GeiliLfem- 
ane fignifies a mill or prefs fur olives, as being profebly . 
the place where they preSed the olives that grew on 
the moiuit, and there fc^ueezed the oil out of them. 
In this place it pleaTcd [he Father to bruife Chrift ^c 
true olive, that ib out of his fulncA tjS|^lb oil p^n^ 



merit and grace aiighi flow out abu^^uly to nee^ 



fouls. Never wa« there fuch an olive preSd ihei 



fore, €nce the firft plsming of that aiQunt IjlKt\ 

was there fuch precious oil fcen as JeJbs's Ula|pF O 

<Axf /mayjurukeof'tbe root and fainefs'ofihat good 

^re which was pr<%il bete, and ot t\\a.x. o\\vVtv\iJa. 

fill tmke my ^racc to grow and m^ iaw W Wv - ■■ 
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As it was in a garden that man's fin and mifery firft 
began, fo it was in a garden that our blefTed Surety be* 
gan his laft expiatory (uffcrings for fin, which caft him 
into a fearful agony. As the garden of Eden produced 
man's mifery, fo the garden of Gethfemane provided a 
remedy. O that when I walk and retire myfelf in a 
garden, I may have grace to think fericufiy, and with 
fuitable affeftions, upon the fins of men, and the fuf- 
ferings of my Saviour for them ; and, at the fame time, 
to fend up my ejaculations to God, for an intereft in 
his agony and atonement^ and for the comfortable intr- 
mation thereof to my foul. When my dear Redeem- 
er was in his agony of foul, I read of his ofteririg t/p 
prayers ami fupplicationSy to God, ivith Jlrong crying and 
tears y Heb. v. 7. and have 1 no prayers or tears to ofl^er 
wp to God at the remembrance of kis agony ! efpecial- 
ly when I confider how much my fins contributed to 
throw hrm into it. O how firong and bitter were my 
Surety's cries at this time, when God bruifed his foul, 
and poured down a flood of his wrath upon him ? He 

> cried till he was fpent with crying ; he grew hoarfe with 
it, and his throat fo dried, that he could cry no more, 
Pfal, Ixix. 3. Now was his foul in travail, and great: 
caufe had hefor his ftrong crying and tears. He wat 
filen€: under all the pains of his body, and under his 

.fbfierings from men ; all that time he is dnmby as ajbeep 
be&re herjhearers : But, behold, when fierce wrath from 

^God alighted on his foul, he cries vehemently ; and he 
prajj^dl moft: earneftly and importunately for fupport 
and through-bearing under this terrible ftorm. O that, ^ 
from my Saviour's example, I may learn, when under 
foul-ti9puble and inward diftrefs, to make my prayers to 
tfH^inore e aaPS ft and fervent, and to perfevere with- 
^K fainting iHpich I have encouragement to do from 

jhis, that mvwriour's fervent prayers and tears have 

[^m^c «ty fdmiine. 

I aMl^«>lfp in this pafiTage^th^t the agony of Chrift's 
fopl^lEtttftd fo QHicfa, that it produced a fweat of 
his body ryWi great drops or c\o\s ^iVv^^^ 
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whxb, hf hit Tiolent agony, bnrft tlumigh bis- -verr 
cIothQf, and 'watered the ground where he Uy. O «)iat 
troabie and anguiih, pongs and Ibrrows, dcfertiom taj 
ftru^Iiagi, maft lu> Aral have endured at this tiaach 
anda the burthen of God's wrath for his people's fiB% 
which put his facred body and tilood into fuch a dna^ 
fill commotion and finment I O what a prodigious aiql 
preternatural fweat was this I Never was the like hxasi 
of fince the worid began I According to the coutft <f 
natpre, Chrift lying in the open sur, in a cold nigj^ 
npoa the cold ground, with the greatoefs of his confteiv 
nation, Jhould bam drawn all his blood inward from 
the external paru of his body : But Chrift's fweating 
tad bleeding was altogether preternatural , He fwcat 
without external heat, he bled without external wound. 
The fire of divine wraih, now kindled in his foul, was 
fo very hot and raging, that it made ihe blood about 
his heart to boil, and burft through both fiefli and g^r- 
Btents, ~Hc had received at this time, no wound nor 
{;ztertial violence from any hand j no Judas, no foldier, 
no tormentor, had yet nit.icksd him ; no fpcar, no nail, 
no thorn or fcourgc haJ yi^t touched his facred body, 
'and jet 1»< bleeds mnft piemifuUy ! Oh, but ilie fword 
- jrf'Jurtice had reached him, and made a deep wound 
and wide gafli in his ibul ; at which breach a iea of 
wrath brake in whh fuch violence, that it overwhelnk- 
ed hira ) made him fall drit on his knees, and then ft^ 
on the ground, where he lay agonizing and crying, till 
all the waves and billows of divine vengeance went over 
liim. Oh, what a dreadful preffure was my Saviour'f 
foul under at this time ! What fqueezing anguiHi had 
he about his heart, that made his Dody to Hru^gle, and 
fweat in fuch a manner, fo that every pore of his bodj 
became a bleeding wound ! O how awfdXy (hould Ihe 
tffcAcd with this tragical fight ! How thuikfully fliould 
I remember my Redeemer's love, when he calls me to 
do it at his holy table I 

In my Sa'vionr't agony I may fee, as in a glafs, the 
aal/gamt crii and cotfed toxmxz oC Un^ ^l:v3.t. oo kis 
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could atone for it, than the foul travail and agony of 
the dear Son of God ! Can I ever make light of fin, 
when I view the great drops of blood (landing above 
his garments, while he lay grovelling on the earth in 
the anguiih of his foul ! Shall I not henceforth abhor 
fin, and ftand in awe of offending a jufl and holy God, 
feeing it is fuch a fearful thing to fall into his hands ; 
Jf fuch things ivere done in the green tree^ what Jhall be 
done in the dry ? Was the cup of wrath fo terrible to 
the innocent human nature of Chrill, when prefentcd 
to him, that he fhrinked and cried. O ! what will it 
be to guilty finners ? Here I may fee how coftly the re- 
demption of fouls IS *, ere this could be compafled, God 
mud be made man, Eternity muft fuffer death, the 
Lord of angels muft weep in a cradle, the Creator of 
the world muft hang like a flave ! He muft lie in a 
manger at Bethlehem, cry in an agony at Getlifemane, 
die on a crofs at Calvary ! Unfpotted Rightcoufnefs muft 
be made fin, and unblemifhed Blcflcdnefs muft be made 
a curfe ! O did Chrift value fouls at io higli a rate, and 
ihall men be h foolifti as to thr-ow them away for a 
thing of nought ! 

Here I may fee the great difficulty of making peace 
with God, when once his law is broken ; no lefis could 
doit than the blood, and foul-agony of the Son of Gud : 
.eveiran infinite ranfom mufl be paid ere God would 
be^ reconciled to man. O how mnch am I beholden to 
Chrift that undertook the reconciliation^ that prevent- 
ed my ruin, by taking the cup out of my hand ! O the 
cujp he drank for me was mingled with wrath and 
curfes, a cup full of vengeance prefTed down, helped up^ 
ihaken together, and running over ; a cup, which if 
fllfen or angeb had but tafted, they had reeled, ftagger- 
ed, and falleii.lieadlong into hell : Yet, faid Chrift, ere 
any of my eKifl ones drink it, I will do it for them ; 
reach it hither to me, bitter as it is. O how ready was 
Chrift to engage for men ! and how willing was he to 
perforin ! how ready, full, and free was the fountain of 
bb Vkfoi to walk the defiled \ BeYiold Yvo'v Ix^Oi") V. 

F 2 
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ifiued forth before a wound was opened ; all his veini 

and pores poured forth, without waiting for the tor- I'v^ 

mentors. Lord, make me as willing and ready to ap« I ir 

ply it. Did Chrift wreftle in an agony to obtain th^ 1 i!j 

redemption of lod finners, and (hall not I wreftle as. in %sn 

an agony to get an intereft in this redemption, and the Ibu; 

evidences thereof cleared up to my foul ! O for faith I (To 

and fervency in prayer, that I may wreftle without lag' 

ceaflng for afiiiraoce of his love, that I may go with poi 

loy to his' table. J:. ' 

iis 

ho 
of 



MEDITATION XV. 

From 1 8 A. liii. 7. //!? opened net his moutb i he is brought as a laxh .*» 
•:bt ^jugbter% 



fr 
tc 



It becomes me to read and confider tHeft words with 
great attention, feeing they were the occafion of the 
Ethiopian Eunuch's converfion ; for it was while he 
read and thought on thefe words, that God fent Philip 
to join him, AcTts viii. 29. Othat God would, in lik« 
manner, fend his Holy Spirit to join me while I am 
ttieditating on them. I t 

1. I obferve that Chrift is the great facriiice pip* | i 
vided by God to make atonement for our fins : Hc^lk 
the great anti-type and fubftance of all the lambs and. -'| J 
beafts that were offered up in facriSce under the lawj 
and therefore he is often in the New Teftament called 
the Laniby the Lamb of God^ and the Lamb Jlain. The 
Spirit of God feems to have a peculiar delight in dwell- 
ing upon this type of the lamb, more than on any other 
of the Old Teftament types *, and (hould not I delight JA 
it too, and often with pleafure , make mention of the 
Lamb, the worthy Lamb, that will be the objeft of the 
praifes of faints and angels through all eternity, 

2. Chfift is reprefented by a lamb to point out the 
innocence of his perfon, the meeknefs of his nature^ 
?h€ ufefulnefs of his beTie6\s> w\4 ^?^u^wt^ mwArx ^^€. 



^ 
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ferings* How patient is the latnb under injuries. It 
is filent both before the (hearer and butcher \ it parts 
with its fleece in (hearing time, and with its life ia 
daughter time, without any noife or refinance. Dogs 
and fwine howl and cry when violence is offered to them, 
but the Iamb is quite filent. So Chrift the Lamb of 
God opened not his mouth, under the greatefl reviU 
ings, mockings, buflfettings, fpittings, piercings, and the 
mofl cruel death, which he fufiered from men, i Pet. 
ii. 23. and hence it is faid in the text, when he was led 
to the flaughter, ke opened not his mouth : He opened not 
his mouth, unlefs it was to blefs, teach, or pray for 
thofe whu injured him ; yea, he not only did pray, but 
alfo plead an excufe for them. Father^ forgive theniy for 
they know not ivhat they do. And after his refurreftion, 
how ready was this meek Lamb to forgive all that 
wronged him ! When giving orders to preach remiffion 
of (ins to a loft world, he bids begin at Jerufalem^ Luke 
xxiv. 46. where they mocked and pierced him, becaufe 
there they had greatcft need of his blood to wa(h them 
from guilt. How meekly did our blefTed Lamb carry 
to Peter, when he denied him in his^ own hearing ? He 
did not turn and frown upon Peter, as he well deferved, 
though he might have frowned him into hell ; it is 
fadd only. He turned and hohed on Peter j Luke xxii. 61. 
not with an angry look, but with an affe£lionate melt- 
ing* lookv which recovered him to a penitent frame : 
Neither did he afterwards upbraid him with his car- 
riage. O meek Lamb of God } Can I remember thee 
at thy table, without being filled with remorfe and 
grief for my impatience under injuries, and the prone** 
nefs of my heart to refent them ? Shall I not be afham- 
ed of my unchriftian temper, when I fee my meek and 
loving Jesus willing to be the fport and derifion of men 
and devils, that he might be the author of falvation to 
perifhtng fouls ? Oh, how aftoni(hing is it to fee the 
Creator affronted by the creature, the potter by his 
clay, the King of Glory by worms of the earth, and 
yet hold his peace i Now, is the he;vd {;> m^^ ^s^^ "S^^ 
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tienti and (hould not the members be fo too ? O Bow 
unfeemly is it to fee a company of fierce lions following 
a meek Iamb ! O that I could learn more of him that 
is meek and lowly in heart. 

3. Here I fee the greateft inftance of divine love that 
ever the world faw. Behold an offended God willing 
to fpare wretched criminals, and take fatisfa£lion from 
a furety in their room ; and he himfelf finds out the 
lamb to be the facrifice^ even his eternal Son, who will- 
ingly undertook to aflume a body for that end. How 
aftonifhing are the Lamb's words, Heb. x. v. Sacrifice 
and offering thou ijoouldeji not^ but a body haft thou prepared 
me : as if he faid, " Fathei*, fince all the legal facrifices 
** are infufiicient to fatisfy thy jurtice, atone for fin, 
•' and ranfom precious fouls ; even take the body thou 
** haft prepared for me, let that be the facrifice to juf- 
<< tice ; it is more valuable than any other, being the 
•* tabernacle of my divine perfon ; it will bring ^lory 
** to thy offended juftice, and fatisfy it to the full. 1 
** yield myfelf willingly to be the prifoner of juftice, 
** and go quietly as a lamb to the flaughter ;. not drag- 
'^ ged to it as an enc or bullock, but meekly and plea» 
« fantly like a lamb." When, according to this agree- 
ment, juftice required the Lamb to be facrificed, O 
how patient and silent was he under all the accufaripns, 
laid againft him, though he was wholly innocehtV lit 
would fay nothing in his own defence, at which PiKKl ^ 
(not knowing the caufe of his filence] marvelled greati^ ) 
ly, having never fecn the like before. But our Lamb" 
confidered that he ftood not only at Pilate's bar, b\i€ 
alfo at the bar of God's juftice, as our Surety, bearing*' 
our guilt ; and though man had nothing to lay to his 
charge, yet he knew what divine juftice had to charge 
upon him, and therefore he is filent, and anfwers noth- 
ing, that he might not hinder our redemption, nor ftop 
the payment of our debt. When juftice charged him' 
with our fins, our " unbelief, pride, covetoufnefs,** &c. 
he might have faid, " O Father, thefe tranfgreffions arc 
^^not mine, I never offcudcA iVi^t.-^ \asx \^ nrVX ^ 
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nothing to refcue himfelf. Therefore, when the fear- 
ful charge of the whole fins of an eleR. world was ex- 
hibited againft him, and the fword of juftice drawn, 
ready to ftrike, he opened not his mouthi but takes 
with the charge, as if he had been guilty of all. Glory 
to the filent Lamb for ever, that would not hinder our 
releafe from punilhment, but meekly took the (broke 
for us. 

4. Behold this meek Lamb before he was brought to 
the {laughter, led up and down from place to place ; 
from the garden to the high prieft, from the high prieft 
to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod^ from Herod back to 
Pilate, from Pilate to Calvary. Behold him mocked, 
abufed, and difgraced by them, buflfetted and fpit upon, 
crowned, fcourged, and pierced, and yet never refifts 
nor complains. He willingly gave his hack to the/miters^ 
ind his cheeks to them that plucked off the hair^ and hid not 
his face from fpitting. Now, the meek Lamb is con- 
tent to be as the ram caught in the thickets, to be flaugh- 
tered and facrificed in our room, who were lying bound 
like Ifaac, to have been the facrifice. Oh, it was our 
fins that plaited the thorns ; they alio were the reed 
that drove them into his temples, yet he opened not 
his mouth. 

5. Now this (laugh tered Lamb is fet before my eyes 
IQ the facrament, and God's call to me is, Behold the 
Zatnb of Godi John i. 29. Now let me behold with an 
carneft and fteady look, with faith and cxpeftation, that. 
I may get healing to all my difeafcs. As no ftung If- 
raelite got healing from the brazen ferpent, unlefs they 
looked to it, fo none can get benefit from Chriit unlefs 
they behold him. May I never look away from this 
If^unb, to my tears, convictions, prayers, reformations, 
or any thing elfe ; feeing the be(l duties will make bad 
faviours. If I exped falvation from other things, I am 
undone, for there is no other name given under hea- 
ven whereby men can be faved : But if I look to the 
Lamb of God, my falvation is fecured by his promife^ 
Ha. xlv. 22; 
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6. lliere was no houfc in Egypt fafe from the it- 
Aroying aagelj but thofc who had their doors fprinkfcd 
iriA tht blood of the Pafchal Limb : fo ilicre is no 
fenllafe from the fword of revenging juflice, but thofe 
Vfao bj faith {Mitthemfelves under the protection of ihe 
blood of this Haiti Lamb : Let me therefore take the 
bnnch of h^flop, faith, and dip it in the badn of the 

~ New Covenaot, and fprinkle this blood on my guittf 
tn\, BtMl To I fhall be fafe. 

7. How blefled is their charafler who follow Ih* 
tanib. Rev. xiT.'4. May I follow him as my phyfician 
to cure mc, my righteotifnefs to judify me, my life id 
quicken me, my huiband to fupply my wants, my guide 
to coAdoft me, my pattern to direfl me in my (ieps. 
Irft me learn from his example, i© be patient without 
mtinqtiriDg, when ! am under affliction. Let me'learn 
SKckiiefi towards men, when I meet with rcproache* 
vr injuries from thetn. Le; me learn a readinefk to. 
«6ey Gbd'a call to every duty. O did Chrifl go w8l^ 
iDgly to the flaiigbter for us, and Oidll 1 be backward 
to pray, communicate, part with fin, or do any thing 
he ireqaircs of aie, ? Ltt me, in all duties and ordinan- 
ces, feek ftfter'the Lamb's prtfence, feeing my eternal 
tuppinefs lies in being ever with the Lambj and to ^j 
fed and led by him, Kev. vii. 16. ^ ^ 
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FlODI EtH. L 7. lit wkw wr ijvr Tidcmflan thraagb bii 

How difmal is our cafe by natbre ! We are {laves ^ 
fin and Satan, and pn'fouers to the juftice of God, be- 
ing ienlcQced to die, doomed to wraih, and referved to 
public jtidgneat and execution. In this miferable con- 
dition wot all mankind, until ChriH came to ranfom I 
US I And, O^o'w difficult and coftly was our redemp- 
tioa to Chritt) 60 tefs could be the price of it than his 
prcdous blood. The glohotu Soit, ot GQi,<«Vk'3 neate^ . 
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Heaven and earth, muft become a creature, be bom of a 
woman, and pour out his blood on an ignominious crofs, 
before we could be redeemed from fin and wrath. O 
how valuable muft the blood of this infinite perfon be !. 
What is the blood of earthly kings and princes to this 
blood ? Surely one drop of it, is of more value than an 
ocean of theirs I and yet every drop of this blood was 
poured out upon the ground for our redemption. In 
this blood I fee fundry things ! 

1. The amazing love of Chrift in fhedding his blood 
for the redemption of fuch creatures as I am ; crea- 
tures mofl: ugly, that had loft the image of God, and 
got Satan's image pictured in its room, and were there- 
by become black as hell. Creatures ioathfome as dead 
carcafes, being dead in trefpafles ; and yet thefe he lov- 
ed fo as to ftitd his blood, and bleed to death for them. 
For as lovely as Sarah was, while alive, yet when dead, 
Abraham could look on her no more, but would have 
her buried out of his fight. But Chrift faid not fo of 
his eleft fpoufe when dead ; no, faid he, let me bleed 
and die for her to bring her to life ; tho', at the fame 
time, ftie was more Ioathfome than Job with his boils, 
Lazarus with his fores, or any dead carcafe with ver- 
tnin. O what caufe could be given ior the love of a 
wlleeding Jefus ? well might he fay, " I loved you, be- 
taeak I loved you ^ and I love you freely.^' And O, 
frith what forrow, pain, and agony, was his bleeding 
oyc attended, while his deaij foul was overwhelmed with 
he terrible billows of his Father's wrath ? Chrift knew 
well beforehand all thefe fufferings, and all the ingre- 
dients in the cup, yet he would needs drink it for us : 
He forefaw the poifon of God's ar<rows that would drink 
ap his fpirits; the burning thirft that the heat of di- 
vjoe Wrath would create in him. 5 yet willingly did he 
ao to bleed and die, like a lamb to the flaughter. 
fove that paffeth knowledge, 

2. In Chrift's blood I fee the glory of infinite wif- 
dom difplayed : Who could have found out a way to 
reconcile Julike and oaercy, and (atisf^ \io\ix \\i€\t ^"c.- 
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mands about Adam's (alien race ? A general council of 
angels could never have thought of the Son of God's 
being made flefh, and ihedding his blood. How ihock- 
ing would the fuggeAion have been, if God had not 
made it ? But^ behold, hereby infinite wifdom hath 
difcovered a way to gratify both judice and mercy ; to 
punifli fin, and yet pardon the finner ; to maintain the 
honoiur of the law-makeri and yet preferve the life of 
the law-breaker : Hereby mercy is fatisfied in fparing 
the rebel, and yet jnflice more glori£ed, and fin ren- 
dered more odious, than if the finner himfelf had been 
eternally damned for it. Nay, though all the men JNi 
earth had been cad into bell fire for fin, and the an^b 
with them, it had been no fuch in (lance of jullice, as 
Chrift's bleeding and dying for fin : For what is tbe 
punifhing of creatures, to the fuflFering of the Creator!^ 
3. This blood being the bloOd of God, hath infinite 
virtue and efficacy \ it hath purchafed the Church of 
God, and all grace and glory to her, AQs xx. 28. it 
protects all who come under the covert of it from the 
wrath of God, Exod. xii 13. JF^hen I fee the bloody 1 
nvtll pafs over you^ ^nd the plague Jhall not he upon you to 
deftroy you^ when Ifmite the land of Egypt, i'his bloodi 
which is the price of our redemption hath marvellous 
efiefls ; it pleads for the guilty, and obtains pardod 
fin, peace with Gcd, nearnefs to and communion 
him. It cleanfes, heals, fatisfies, and beautifies 
ing fouls ; it feals the New Teftament, overcomes our 
enemies, liberates the prifoners, opens heaven's gat^ 
and gives bokinefs to enter in ; The perfon of our Re- 
<]eemer being preferable to a million of worlds full of* 
men and angels, his blood alone might well ferve for 
an eleft world. What fins can be fo heinous or fo 
numerous, but the blood of God can wafh them away ! 
This was famous Cranmer*s fupport, that day he fufier- 
ed martyrdom ; when his heinous fin of renouncing 
the truth ftared him in the face, and he was greatly de- 
jcfted for it ; he brake out, " Surely God was made 
** flefh> and flied his blood, uol ior \ttt« ^t«^ ^3«c\^0^\ss. 
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** for great fins alfo." This relieved him, and made 
him die with courage. This blood can help in all 
ftraits, deliver from all fears, and is able to fave to the 
uttermofl. It hath faved many who tiave condemned 
themfelvesy and thought fheir falvation impoffible. It 
hath eafed many.dmfciences, when the terrors of the 
Almighty have lurrounded them, afid his arrows have 
ftuck faft in them. It hath unftinged 4eath, and carri- 
ed many fafe through its d^rkeft valfeys, Thh blood 
hath cleanfed many whofe hearts mfere fihhy as the 
mire> and whofe lives f warmed with the moft abomina- 
ble lufts, (uch as the Corinthians, i 6ot. vi. ir. and 
three thoufand of thofe who had embrued their hands 
in fhedding of it, A As ii. 36. Nay, it is able to take 
away the fins of a world, John i. 29. and much rt'tore 
the fins of any one foul, though Uke a mountain for 
weight, or the fand for number. 

4. I (ee thi^ redeeming blood to be a fnitable ftme- 
dy for all maladies-: O that I could look to it by fahb^ 
apply it to my fores, and plead it with God : " Lr^rrf^ 
^< I am an unrighteous creature, but here is jufiifytng 
*' blood ; my heart is unholy, but here fanAifying 
** blood ; my foul is wounded, but here healing blood ; 
** my lufts are ftrong, but here mortifying blood ; my 
.*« heart is hard, but here foftening blood ; my affcd- 
J? tions are dead, but here quickening blood ; my love 
*^ "** is cold, but here is heart- warming blood. When I 
, •* am at tlie holy table, I am near th's blefTed remedy : 
** O let me not mifs a cure when the Balm of Gilead 
** is among my hands; let me not perilh in my gtit?t . 
** befide the open fountain. Oh, this blood hath beaK 
•« ed thoufands, and fliall I remain under my plag»x % ? 
'* Lord, let that innocent blood, which run from thy 
" hands, heart, and fide, drop on my guilty foul, and 
** cleanfe me from all fin. ^O my glorious bleeding 
** Lamb, if thou wi/ty thou canfl make me clean, O fay 
" to me as thou didft to the leper, I iviily be thou clean, 
<« Surely thy blood is more able to fave me, than my 
«< fins are to defiroy me. 

G 
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5. How juft is it that I fhould commemorate the 
(hedding of this blood in the way that Chrift appoints ? 
Lord^ help me to go to thy table, and realize the (bed- 
ding of this blood to myfelf, as much as if I had flood 
by the crofs, and feen it with my eyes flowing from his 
wounds. Let my faith be the evidence of things not 
feen and let it realize the fhedding of Chriil's blood 
as evidently to me as if I had'afhialty feen it. Ah, I 
cannot fay it is fo, while my eyes are fo dry, and my 
heart fo bard ; alas for my Aupid unconcerned heart, 
that doth not burfl into love and tears at the facrament- 
al view of this blood- fhedding ! How can I fee thefe 
hands, that fivay the fceptre of the heavens, nailed to 
the tree of reproach, and. not mourn ? How can I fee 
thefe feet, that trample on the powers of hell, nailed to 
a tree, and not weep i Did the earth tremble, rocks 
rend, fun hide, and heavens darken, and will not my 
rocky heart rend for fin that caufed all ?-^ince thoii> 
Lord, comeft to me, in ftreams of blood, let me go 
forth and meet thee with ftreams of tears. Oh ! (hall 
I be more fparing of my tears for Chrift, than he was 
of his biood for me ? Can I fee this precious blood run 
down in ftreams, and my eyes cot pour out fome drops ? 
Can I refufe drops of water for ftreams of blood ? Can 
1 fee the blood of the King of kings fpilt like water 
the ground, and the earth drinking it up, and my heai^ 
not rend for fliedding it ? Oh that t?iy head were nvaieri^ 
unci tfii/ie eyes ajotmtain oj tears^ that I might iveep day and 
night for the flain Lamb of God ! 

6. How dreadful muft: the crime be to tread this 
blood under foot "by unbelief, or unworthy commum- 
cating ! Had Zwirs peace that Jlew his master? And 
can I have peace if I be guilty of the blood of him that 
is my mafter and Redeemer both ? How fad will my 
cafe be, if that blood, which alone can procure my par- 
don, (hall cry for my eternal punifhment ? Deliver tne 

frvm blood guiitinefsf God, O that I could value and 

cAeem, plead and apply fhis precious blood more ! Lord, 

.accept of it *i?? a fuW fatisf action for ^.W m^ ^xis^ wid ^xv 
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all fuflScient price for my foul's redemption. Is not 
one drop of thy Son's blood of more value than a fea 
of mine. My fins, alas ! have fhut me out of Paradife, 
but, O let this blood open Paradife to me again ; and 
let me, through this Ked fea, enter into the heavenly 
Canaan ; I know I can have no other pafTige into it. 
Lord, impute not the guilt, but the merit of this blood 
to fne. 



MEOrJWTION .Wll. 

Fr(»ni Ps/.iM !xiH. 6. lie Jhjli come d^-u.n LU tal,. ut^r dt nav . 
grtif* J oi Jij.'ucn thui suiter tit! eariij. 

This is i*poken and promifed of Chrift, and ferves to 
teach us, that Chrid coming to his church and people, 
by the gracious influences of his Holy Spirit, is mod 
tifeful and refreftiing to their fouls, like (howcrs of rain 
to the dry ground, or a meadow newly cut to make it 
fpring again. Chriftlefs fouls are like the dry ground, 
without the moifture of faving grace, their hearts arc 
hard ; neither rods, mercies, nor fermohs^ make any 
impreflion upon them : Why i they are without Clirift, 
tbe fountain of grace, and fpiritual influences. Before 
the Tall, man's foul was like a well watered garden, 
beautiful, green, and fragrant ; but, by his apoflacy 
from God, in Adam, our firft head, the fprings of 
grace and holinefs are quite dried up in his foul ; and 
there is no curing; this drought but by the foul's union 
with a new head, to wit, Chrift our fecond Adam, who 
has the Spirit given him without meafure for the ufe 
of his members. Now, when we are united by faith 
to Chrifl, our head of influences, the dry land is turned 
inte ivater-fpritigs ; Chrift comes down as the rain by 
his fpirit of regeneration, and brings the fprings of 
grace into the foul. He is the firft and immediate re- 
ceptacle of the Holy Spirit, and all regenerating and 
fanftifying influences, and out of his falrvcfe v(c vs\m& 
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by faith receive them. And, when at any time the 
fprings of grace are interrupted in the foul by fin or 
unbelief, fo as the ground turns dry, the plants wither, 
and the things which remain are ready to die ; the foul 
hath need to look up to Jefus Chrift to come down 
with new fhowers upon the thirfly ground^ and decay* 
ed plants. 

I. As the rain is the free gift of God to the dry 
ground, it comes free and cheap to poor and rich, fmall 
and great, and cods them nothing: So Chrift, with his 
bicflings, is God's free gift to a dry peri(hing w6rld| 
for which we ihould continually be thankful. 2* As 
nothing can (lop the falling of the rain, fo nothing can 
hinder Chrift's gracious influences, when he defigns to 
awake, convince or foften a hard heart. When thefe 
ihowers do fall on iinners, the moft obdinate will muft 
yield, and cry, Lord^ what wilt thou have me to do^*? 
3. As the rain is moft neceflary and fuitable to the dry 
ground, and to the various plants it produceth, and al^ 
fo to the different parts of every plant or tree : fuch as 
the root, trunk, branches, leaves, flowers, and fruit : 
So Chrift is abfolutely neceflary, and his influences mofl: 
fuitable to ail his people^s fouls, and to every faculty of 
them, the underftanding, will| memory, and afl^eftions \ 
and io all their different graces, faith, love, repentance^ 
&c. to root and eftablifti them, ftrengthen and confiroi^ 
ihem, quicken and increafe them, cherifti and prefenrtf 
them. 4. As the rain comes down in diverfe ways and 
manners to the earth, fometimes with cold winds and 
t'empefts, thunders and lightnings, and at other times 
with calmnefs and warmth : So Chrift comes to finners, 
fometimes with fliarp convictions and legal terrors, and 
fometimes with alluring invitations and promifes. 5.^ 
O how pleafant are the effeAs of rain to languifliing 
plants, to make them green and beautiful, lively and 
ftrong, fragrant and fruitful ! So the effcfts of Chrift's 
inflaences are moft defirable to drooping fouls, for en- 
lightening and enlivening them, for confirming and 
/Irengthening them, for comforting aud eularg^ing^ them. 
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for appetiting and fatisfying them, transforming an J 
beautifying them. A fhower from Chrift would foon 
make the churchy though witheredi turn green and 
beautifulj.and to fend forth a fmell as of a field that 
the Lord hath blefied \ and likewife fome drops of this 
{howcTi falling down upon the languiQiing graces of 
communicantSi would foon make them vigorous and 
lively in ihewing forth their Saviour's death at his 
taMe. 

Here I may fee the reafbn why many fouls continue 
as dry ground in their parched natural condition, while 
others near them are flouriihing and fruitful ; Chrifl's 
fhower hath come down upon the one, and not upon 
the other *, one piece is rained upon, and another piece 
is dry and withered, according to that word in Amos 
iv. 7. Oh, what, caufe is there to bewail the evident 
fymptoms of this cihtiuuing natural drought in muiti« 
tudes of fouls ! W*^y ? their hearts are hard, impene- 
trable, and unaffected with the miferable ftate they are 
in by nature, and with the woeful plagues of their 
hearts. They have no fenfe or feeling of the evil of 
fin, notwithftanding of all the reproofs and tbreaten- 
ings of the word, or the rods and flrokes it brings up* 
on them ; or of the fuflPerings of Chrifl f*^ fin. And 
though God afiures them, that the end of dry ground 
m cnrfing and burning, they are impenitent and uncon- 
cerned under all. O if parched fouls in their natural 
eflate were made fenfible of their mifery, and brought 
to bewail their cafe, and fay, << Oh, I am as the heath 
** in the defart that fees no rain : I am a dry tree ; if 
<< I continue in this (late, I'll be cut down as cumbef^ 
** ing the ground, and made fuel to hell fire. I lee the 
*< axe of juflice laid to my root, every hour I am in 
«* danger of the blow: O if Chrift would interpofe to 
** fpare me, and come down upon me as the rain, and 
** bring the moifture of grace into my foul." 

How lamentable alfo is the cafe of thofe who once 
fecmed to be watered by this heavenly t^^vtv^ -wii xvqnr 
are parched by a long confuming dro\^^\\X. ^w^ VvOsv^'^- 

G 2 
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cd wind ! They have loft their former greennefs and 
moisture, their fpirituality and iivelinefs^ and their du- 
ties are quite dwindled away into a lifelefs carcafe and 
dead formality. They have loft their wonted freedom 
and enlargement in prayer, and are &llen under fad 
bonds and ftraitenings of fpirit, which make them count 
holy things a wearinefs, and frequently negleA fecret 
prayer. Surely fuch have great need of Chrift coming 
down upon them as the rain, to make them fpring up 
as the gra(s, and revive as the com. Alas, we have a 
finful hand in bringing on fuch a fpiritual drought, by 
quenching the motions of the Spirit, indulging fiefhly 
lufts, giving the world Chrift's room in the heart, and 
negleAiug to live by faith on the Son of God, who is 
the rain and dew of Ifrael. 

How happy are thofe who live under the droppings 
of this rain ! They are like trees planted by the waters^ 
their roots fpread forth, and their leaves are green, Jen 
xvii. 8. Have I the figns of fuch perfons ? " Is my 
<* heart ready to melt at the fight of a crucified Jefus 
^ fet before me in the facrament ? Do I mourn for my 
^' fins that pierced him ? Am I ready to think wor/e 
*• of myfelf than any other perfon can ? Is my heart 
•* foft and pWable to the will of God, both in his prc- 
^ cepts and providences ? Do the world's good thiogt 
" bulk but little in my eye ? Is it my defire to meet 
*• with Chrift in every duty and ordinance? Do I ftilt 
•* look on fin as Chrift's enemy ? Am I afraid of pro* 
** voking him by fin to withhold the fhowers, and make 
^* the heavens as brafs to me ? Am I defirous to bring 
•* fonh fruit anfwerable to the waterings he gracioufly 
^ allows me ?'' O may I find thefe marks in my foul ! 

O that I could earneftly plead for the fulfilling of 
this promife in the text, that Chrift would come down 
as the rain ; that he would fend the fhowers he hath 
merited and promifed, fend them to myfelf, to the 
church, and to the whole land ; to the prefent age, and 
to the rifing generation ! O what g^lorious eftcAs would 
thcfc fhowers produce! They wou\4\>wM\Sfrj xJcL^OKxaOcw 
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and her aiTemblies, make both minifters and profeflbrs 
to (hine in holinefs, and congregations to be lively in 
worfhip. They would open prifon doors, loofe bonds, 
enlarge hearts, revive drooping fouls, turn their water 
into wine, their forrows into joy, their complaints into 
praifes, and make them fing in the ways of the Lord. 
By thefe (howers God would be glorified, the church 
cemented and her diftempers healed. Ordinances 
would be fuccefsful, communions more pleafant, the 
godly more valued, religion more efteemed, and the 
way to heaven more delightful. Lord, look on the dry 
ground and prefent droughty feafon with pity, open the 
windows of heaven, and fend down (howers as in for- 
mer times, and as in other parts of the world. Send 
a fhower to young communicants, and to thofe who 
have not feen thy goings in the fanAuary ; a (hower to 
ftony hearts and withered hands ; a ihower to foften 
the clods, loofe the roots, and open the fprings. O 
how much good would one of Chrift's (howers do to a 
poor dry land ! what wonders would it work ! what 
prifoners would it loofe ! what cloudy minds would it 
brighten, and what doubting fouls would it refolve ! 
Come down^ Lord Jefus. Amen. 



MEDITATION XVIII. 

From Matth. viii. 8. Lord I am not xvorthy that tbou tbouUcst 
under my roof. 



Faith and repentance do ftill go together ; every 
believer is a true penitent : He that puts on the Lord 
Jefus is alfo clothed with humility. The higher 
thoughts a man hath of Chrift, the lower thoughts will 
he have of hiaifelf. When the man's eyes are open 
to fee the holinefs and excellency of Chrift, he is made 
to own his own nothingnefs before him, and his infi« 
nitc diftance from him, and to fay, like the Centurion 
ID the text, J am mt worthy that thw /bouldejl come under 



f 
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O can fuch an ill-deferving creature appear before 
God^ and expeA mercv, who hath fo long abufed merr 
cy ! Lord, inftead of ftretching forth a fceptre of mer* 
cy to invite me to thy table, thou mighteft, with the 
rod of thy juftice, juftly daih me in pieces as a pottcr^f 
veflel. Inftead of entertaining me with the bread jf 
life, and the cup of bleffing, thou mighteft give mew 
bread and water of affliction ; yea» caft me into that pti, 
where I fhould cry in vain for a drop of water to cod 
my tongue. O fhall fuch a wretched dog as I prefumc 
to come to thy table, and eat of the children's breads 
who am not worthy to gather the crumbs that fall frpoi 
it ! But I have heard of the mercy of the King of :% 
rael, that he delights to fliew it to the unworthy tl\*tf 
humble themfelves before him. Oh, I am vile and lui*.' 
fit to appear before thee ; but, furely they are undofiis, 
that keep away from thee, I am come to thee notbch) 
caufel am fit or worthy, but becaufe thou art richipi 
mercy, and haft contrived a way for faving the like o£ 
me. Lord, I am not worthy to come within fight of 
thee, but far lefs that thou fhouldft come under my rpci 
to lodge with me ! Wi// God in very deed come aind 
dwell with men i This is a wonder, though all mtXk, 
were as innocent and righteous as once Adam wati 
But will he lodge or feaft with me that am a lepci[l 
Will he come under the roof of my foul, a houfe (b*i**^ 
inous, fmoky and defiled, where he has not a fit pli 
to lay his head? But, O my humble, condefcendi 
Saviour, did not difdain to lie in a manger among beafi^ 
nor to dine with Simon a leper ! O Lord Jefus, cooKt 
in thyfelf and furnifh the houfe, prepare an upper rooiB; 
in my foul, large, fwept and garnifhed, and there abidci. 
and keep the paflbver with me. 

Lord, I am not worthy to eat of the crumbs that fall 
from my own table, much lefs thofe that fall from thine* 
I deferve not a room to ftand among thy fervants, far 
lefs to fit down with thy children. I am unworthy of 
my daily bread from thee, and (hall I be allowed to eat 
of the bread of life ? Sh^iU Ij "wko deferve not the 
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great refpe£t upon the lovrly Centurion, ver. lo, 13. / 
iave not found fo great faiths fto, not in Ifrael ; go thy way^ 
and as thou hafi hdieved^ fo be it done' unto thee. He alfo 
pat great refpeA upon the humble publican, Luke xviit. 
13, 14. and declared him juftified ; for (faith he} he 
fSat humbieth himfelfjhall be exalted. He put great hon- 
our upon the humble woman of Canaan, that owned 
iierfelf vile as a dog^ Mat. zv. 271 28. O nvoman^ great 
Is thy faithj (faid he) k it unto thee even as thou wilt. 
And he faith of himfelf, Ifa« Ivii. 15. though he htihe 
high and hfiy One that inhabiteth eternity y yet he dnvelleth 
with the humble Jpirit. And thus he fets himfelf before 
OS, as the great pattern jpf humility, and bids us learn 
It of him. When he appeared unto Moles, it was not 
In a lofty cedar, but in a low> mean, humble bufh. 
/knd when he would appear in our nature, it was not a 

rt exalted woman he takes up with, but a low, hum- 
virgin, as Mary herfetf obferves, Luke i. 48, 52. 
May I be helped then to appear before him at his holy 
table^ with a humble fpirit, and lowly frame, that he 
Slay vouchfafe to dwell and hold communion with me ! 
O that I had the marks of a lowly heart, and could 
Ikf J that I blu(h> and am afhamed before God in pray- 
a*, becaufe of my finfulnefs and pollution I that I am 
piade to wonder at free grace in fparing fuch a vile un- 
tlttnkful wretch, in keeping me out of hell, in offering 
ifefc Chrift and pardon through his blood, and calling 
DC to his table. That I difclaim all righteoufnefs by 
he law, and expeft nothing but wrath and ruin from 
hat airth ; that I look only to Chrid and have ad- 
niring thoughts of him and his law biding righteouf- 
liefi. That I have a deep fenfe of indwelling iin, and 
if the corruptions of my heart, and think more mean- 
y of myfelf than any other perfon can. That 1 am 
ealous of my wicked heart, and afraid left I betray or 
iround the Son of God, and contraft blood- guiltinefs ; 
md therefore I adventure to his table with much fear 
ind trembling. I*ord, beftow upon me fuch a humble 
leart. 
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MEDITATION XIX. 

From a Cor. is. 15. Tbanh be unto God fir bis unfpeaiabU gtft. 

Many give thanks to God for meat and drink tp i 

their bodies, which indeed is the duty of all : but» alaFJ j 

few give thanks to God for Jefos Chrift,the only food 

of precious fouls, and God's unfpeakable gift to mm! 

Many are fond of temporal gifts and earthly richeii 

which are nothing but vanity ; but, ah ! they are eafr 

about this Pearl of great price, this matchlefs gift, whoK 

value no tongue can exprefs, nor open up what is €0% 

tained in it. The apoftle tells us a great truth, Eplu {. 

3. that God hleffes us ivitb all fpiritual hlejftngt in Cht^* 

In this gift of God we have innumerable gifts beftoffSnl 

on thofe who believe on him^ fuch as the gifts of igi- 

ritual illumination, pardon of fin, a law biding rvf^ 

eouinefs, reconciliation with God, adoption into bis ^ 

mily, reftoring of his image, fan£dfying influences^ fpt 

ritual ftrength for work and warfare, looting of bond^ 

witnefling of the Spirit, nnftinging of death, conda^ 

through the dark valley, and a title to the manfionii of 

glory, and the eternal enjoyment of God. Chrift \b 

the moft neceflary and moft enriching gift ever was gl* 

ven to the world. God gave him to be a plank oi' 

cy, to Give our fouls when (hipwrecked. He gave. 

to be our phyfician and balm, to heal us when 

wounds feemed incurable. He gave him to be 

Lord our rtghteoufnefs^ when we had no righteoufiiifr 

He gave him to be our Advocate to plead for us, wh^ 

we had many accufers, and none to take our parr. TSj^ 

gave him to us to be, nvifdom^ right eoufnefsyfan^tficatim% 

and redemption. In this gift there is infinite fulnefs aad 

unfearchable riches. Well may the fpoufe call Chrift|i 

bundle of myrrh and a clufier (f camphire^ Cant. i. 13, %^ 

becaufe fo many gifts and blefiings are bundled up J9 

this one gift. Oh, what can I conceive, or what cani 

exprtfs of this gift ? He that would defcribe or fpes^ 

(xftbis gift, would need to have bU toTv^^^\^\.\\x>Msii» 
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ven. Should an angel come down from it to tell us of 
this gift, he would outfpeak ail the men on earth ; yet 
when he had faid all he could, the gift would be far 
above his expreffion : Why ? becaufe he is unfpeakabU. 
Thanks be unto God that gave us not a fervant, not 
an angel, not a friend, but his Son. Not an adopted 
Son, but his own Son by eternal generation ; a Son, 
who is the brighinefs of his Father*! glory^ and the exprefs 
image of his perfun. Yea, he gave us his only Son, to 
die as a facrifice in our room ! How bitterly did Jacob 
bewail the parting with one fon, when he had eleven 
behind ! But God gave his only begotten Son, and the 
Son of his love for us I It is recorded as an admirable 
inftance of Abraham's obedience, that he was willing 
to part with his only Son at God's command, Gen. xxii. 
12. Now I know that thou fearejl Gody feeing thou hafl not 
•withheld thy fon ^ thine otdy fon ^ from me. But what was 
Abraham's ion to God's eternal Son, the focond per fon 
of the glorious Trinity I a Son that was his equal I a 
Son in whom his foul delighted I a Son that never dif- 
pleafed him at any tithe ! How bitterly did David 
mourn at parting with a rebellious fon ! O Ahfnhm^ my 
fon J myfon^ would to God I had died for tl^ee^ &c. But 
what are all the fons of tnen, or ten thoufand worlds 
full of men, or as many heavens full of angels, to the 
beloved Son of God, whom all the angels worfliip and 
More ? And yet this is the gift that God gives us In 
giving this gift, divine bounty hath Oretched itfelf to 
*the uttermoiT : He could have created a million of hea- 
vens more bright, and millions of angels more glorious 
for us ; but a more glorious Son he had not, nor could 
have ; a greater gift he had not in all his treafnres, 
than his own co-eternal and con^fubflanrial Son, vet he 
niakes a free gift of him to us ! O who would not give 
thanks unto God for this his unf^>eakable gift ? And, 
wrho would not part with all the world to have an in- 
tereft in this gift fealed to him at the Lord's table ? 
This is the gift that fweetens all other gifts, and with* 
out wliich nothing in the world hath any fwcctnefemli- 

H 
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This gift of God is inoft free ; it was impoffible Adt 
the world could bave Clirift any other way than as a 
free gift. A man, hke old Jacob, may be bereaved of 
his children^ but it was not pebble that Ood could be 
bereaved of his dear Son. Neither could we have him 
by purchafe ; W€ were fo poor, we had not wherewith 
to purchafe the leaft blefiing. And, what though'HU 
the riches of the world had been ours, though aft^ 
mountains had been gold, pearls, or diamonds, they 
would not have been fufficient to purchafe one fight of 
this gift, far lefs a right to it. Nor could ever any mo^ 
live be found out for bellowing this gift, but the mer^ 
free love of God, John iii. i6. God fo loved the vforld^ 
ihat he gave his only begotten Sofi : As if he had iaiil) 
iince the world hath no merit nor price, worth nor mOf 
live, to obtain this blef&ng, I juft make a free gift - cf 
him to the world ; take him freely, poor beggars €if 
Adam's family ; take him, and he will enrich you ailtj. 
And O how feafonably and unexpeAedly was this gift 
given ? Adam, when he came trembling before. God ad& 
ter his fall, looking for his final doom, did little expe^ 
fuch a gift, until God himfelf, to the afloniAiment oJF 
angels and men, promised the iee.d of the womai|. 
Who could have thought that the great God woul4 
have gifted his dear Son ^o fuch vile wretches^ finpicrs 
that were not feeking him ? Nay, who of manlEiiiil:^ 
could have defired fuch a gift ? Indeed when vrebs^ 
been perifhing, we might have looked ^p .and cried» 
God, have mercy upon us : But who would have rai4^ 
O give the Son of thy loye to bear the wrath due to 
us ! We neither defcryed^ nor defired this gift ; but 
God gave it ipofl freely and furprifingly I When Ajdam 
broke God's covenant, he was purfue:d with a cry, ji^m 
tfw, ivhere art thou ? Doubtlefs, Adam expefted a terrj* 
hie blow from the fword of jufjtke : but, behold, he is 
purltied with a cry, and tl\e unfpeakable gift in the cri- 
er's hand ! O how furprifing was this to poor, treat- 
bling> guilty Adam ! What caufe had he to cry, Thanh 
dfuntQ God for his atifpeakable pft ! What fiaU I reudfr 
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to the Lord for fuch a gift ? And the fame caufe have 
we. 

O wonderful love ! this free gift is offered freely to 
the pooreft creature of Adam's family ; fo that fuch an 
one as I, am warranted to accept and embrace it, and 
make furc my intereft in it 5 Lord^ I believe^ help thou 
Mine unbelief Many covet other gifts, but I covet this 
befl gift, this enriching gift ; this is a lawful covetouC- 
nefs : I feceiv^ this gift of God into my bofom, into 
my Very heart. O that I had the marks of thofe who 
pofieis this gift, and are truly thankful for it ! Can I 
iay that this gift is truly precious in my eyes, and thai 
I efteem it far above all tempwral gifts whatfotver : 
That I am oft thinking upon his matchlefs excellency, 
his low ftoop and condtfcending love ; and do 1 fre- 
quently break out with the Pfalmirt, Whom have I in 
' beaiMi but thee? and there is notie upon earth I defire he* 
Jidis thee. Have I low thoughts of myfelf, as unworthy 
that Chrift (hould come under my roof, reckoning my- 
felf with Paul, the leaft of faints^ and chief of ftnners ? 
Do I renounce all Qlirid's rivals and competirors, fuch 
as my beloved lufts, and beloved righteoufnefs ? Do I 
count all my doings and duties but lofs mid dung^ for the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift P Do I take the crown off every 
head, and put it upon Chrifl^s head, and give him all 
«tbe glory of my falvation, and fay, that in the Lord Ji^ 
' fa's only have 1 righteoufnefs and frefigih ? Am I careful 
to avoid every thing that would diihonour Chrift ? and 
Jt> I fay to every temptation that offers, Hon.v fl^ll I do 
■this'HvickednefSf and fm againjl Gody or bring a reproach 
opon Chrift and his ways ? Do I rejoice when Chrift: 
b honoured, his throne raifed, his glory advanced, and 
his fubjefls incrcafed 5 and when ftrangers and young 
-ones are drawn to love and admire him ? Am I often 
faying, Whatfljoll I render to the Lord for his unfpeakable 
gift ? I am at a lofs how to exprefs my thankfulncfs : I 
have nothing to give him 5 but Til render all I have to 
him, my foul, my body, my love, my praifes, my time, 
ihy talents^ my walk and converf<vtiou. L^icd^ •^cc^.^x. 
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of my two poor mites* foul and body, in token of Ay 
gratitude fiT God's rcdeemipg love and free gift ; and 
make me fit for giving thee thanks eternally for this 
vnfpeakable gift : O chat I could apply thefe bleflcd 
marks to myfelf. 

And O what thanks do I owe my dear Saviour, that 
fubmitted willingly to be heaven's gift to the children 
of men \ yea, frankly ofiered, and gave himfelf to be 
a facrifice for them, to drink of the brook in the way> 
even the cup of God's wrath, that we might drink the 
cup of Cod's buffing ! O how low' was our faM, that 
nothmg could raife us up again but the low abafemeot 
of the Son of God I And O how low was the ftoop 
that he behoved to make to recover as. 1 he Son of 
God muA be treSd upon as a worm. The Almighty 
phyfician muft come from heaven, and let his heart be 
pierced, to prepare a medicine to cure ouf difeafe. Hc 
that thought it no robbery to be equal %uith God^ oiuft bc 
made equal to robbers and murderers. He muft nQt 
only fuffer death, but defertion alfo, from God, from 
man, and the whole creation. He gave himfelf not 
only to fuiFcr the pangs of death, but the pains of hell; 
not only the forrows of dying men, but the forrows of 
damned fouls. O unfpeakable gift ! 



MEDITATION XX. 

From I.UKB ix. 22. Tie Son of Man must suffer many tllng$^ 

CijR Lord oft fpoke of his fufFerings to his difciples^ 
becaufe he would have them deeply imprinted upon the 
hearts of all his people, that they might always think 
upon them, and carry about with them the dying of 
the Lord Jefus. As Chrift foretold his fufferings be* 
forehand, fo they came exa£lly to pafs. He faid he 
mufl- fuffer many things for his people, and accordingly 
he did 10 : Let me view his fufFerings before I go to 
commemorate them at his t^ible. 
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I.' I muft confider him that fuffered many things for 
>is ; the Spirit of God requires us to confider the High 
Pricft, who he is, Heb. iii. i. Though he calls himfelf 
in the text the Son of man, as to his human nature, 
yet he is alfo the Son of God as to his divine nature ; 
yea, God equal with the Father, the great God our Sa- 
Tiour : This God-man, the Wonderful, is our high 
prieft, that fuffered many things for us. He is our 
glorious Emmanuel, the innocent and immaculate Lamb 
of God, that had not the leaft (pot or crime of his own 
to fufFer for. He is the brightnefs of his Father's glo- 
ry, the exprefs image of his pcrfon 5 he is the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. He that fuffered is he that 
went about always doing good to perfons of all forts, 
and deferved well of thofe who perfecuted and crucifi- 
ed higi. He is the great lover of mankind, and friend 
of finners ; our glorious benefactor, who remembered 
us in our low eftate \ one that comes under the moft 
endearing characters* to us, as that of our father, our 
brother, mafter, phyfician, ran Tomer, &c. Now, will 
hot a fon be fenfible of the fijfferings of his father, or 
a wife of the fufferings of her hufband ? Or one broth- 
er touched with the ftrfferings of another f This is the 
great High Prieft that fuffered many things iov us. 

2- I am to confider the many things he fuffered. Ah, 
they are fo great, fo various, and manifold, I cannot re- 
count Hor comprehend them ! I may fay he fuffered in 
both natures : Though his Godhead could not proper- 
ly fuffer grief or pain,, yet it fuffered an eclipfe for 
thirty three years, except a fhort time it flione forth at 
ihount Tabor. He fuffered many things in his human 
nature, both in foill and body j he was perfecuted, 
tempted, calumniated, betrayed, bound, mocked, fpit 
Upon, buffeted, fcourged, wounded, crowned with 
thorns, and crucified. He fuffered in all his offices, he 
was mocked as a Projphet, and bid.prophefy who fmotc 
bim i as a Pricft, he was bid fave himfelf, feeing he 
pretended to feve others 5 as a King, he was mocked 
with an old purple robe and thorny WQVixv. \\^ ^'^^- 
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icred in his honour and reptitationv being difgraced and 
reproached by men, called a Samaritan, one pofiefied'oE 
the devil, a blafphemer, a glutton, a drunksurd, a £ednf- 
cer, &c. He was even overwhelmed with ^amafw 
He fuffered as a blafphemer againft God, as a traitorM 
Caefar, and an enemy to Mofin^ law, though he wvmimfi 
tirdy free from them aU^ He was wounded and .fieaitf 
ei in all pacts^ of his body, in his head, hands, mm 
feet; inibb cheeks^ back, and iide. He fuffiBredw 
his outwsurd goods^ bein^ fpoiledof all things, andwrts 
ilript of his clothes to hu very ikin, and nailed to.Yte 
crofs naked* He fu&red in all his five fenfes > Sitt 
fight, with the fpxteftil carriage Sf thofe that pa0ied3ijf^ 
wagging their liueads ; his hearing, with their bls£p|qiK 
mous t^ i his fmeU, with the /noiilKne favour jof.tlj^' 
fculls of the dead i his taJde, i^tb. vinegar and«g^ i; 
feeling, with thorns and nails piercing .hift.heix(i^'-, 
and feet. He fii&red .in the moft tisnder andri 
parts of his body, by the tormentingfinaits^d 
being violently fl}etched out, and pro^bLy disji 
to make them reach to the holes:; therefore he fai4|l 
Pfal. xxii. .i6y 17* Thy havt digged my hands anir-wm^ 
f^y 1 may tdl eJt my hm9iy,,itm. iedh and Jlare ufldnSmS^ 
He fuffered -moft' of all in hiafoul^ and its nobtoL^Kdb' 
ties : How great A» as t he agony and travail of 
when he fweat blood in the garden through all 
pores of his body ! O how great was the anguiCh oC^ 
mind upon his heavenly Father's deferting him, 
made him fend forth a dreadful cry to heaven jfbr.iiiA' 
lief. My Gcdy viy God, why iqfi thpu forfaken me f IH^mt^ 
it was he cried and groaned under his prefiure, butt IM. 
relief appeared ; there was no anf^ver, every door- mi( 
ihut againft him : For at this time his own fun, fall 
own heaven, his own father, his own Godhead, d^^dl 
hide their faces and confblations from him I O dia 
many things he fuSbred for us, they cannot be mnw 
ber^ f / rf 

p I SUB to confider from whom the Son of Nbai 
^^mred* He fuflS»cd bwfi s3i Viands»it^iRvtaTX)fei)$tt)«i 
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, from heaven ; from men, from devilsi from infi* 
: juftice. He fuiSered from all forts of men ; from 
g Herod and his men of war, who mocked him^ 

fet him at nought ; from the Jewifh prief^s and 
TSf who did cruelly ufe and profecute him to death ; 
n governor Pilate, who fcourged and condemned 
I to be crucified : He fufiered from the Jews and 
n the Romans, from the clergy and from the laww 
:, from foldiers and fervants, from great ones and 
imons, and eveii from thofe he had' done much good 
0. He fuffered from thofe whom he came to iave 

wafh by his blood ; for there were three thoufand 
:hofe who crucified him, or were aAive in his fuf- 
ngs, that were converted to him by Peter*s fermon. 
s ii. He fuffered not only from enemies, but from 
Feiled friends and difciples ; one of thefe. betrayed and 
; him, another of them denied and abjured him, and 
:he reft forfook him, and left him alone to fufFer in 

midft of devils and ruffians infulting over him. He 
bred from devils, and all the powers of hell ; thefe 
', and bul/s of Ba/bany were all let loofe to tear and 
e. him in his laft fufferings ; for ihisy he faid, was 
ir hour and power of darhufs. But, which was worft 
Ul, he fufiered alio from heaven ; for he being fub- 
ited in the room of iinners, a juft and holy God 
d as an inexorable judge towards him, he frowned 
ibly upon him, fmote him with the fword of juftice, 

withdrew all the feeling of his loving kindnefs 
n him, and all thofe divine influences which might 
way refrefh his troubled foul in the hour of his 
ateft need : And thus he fell a facrifice to incenfed 
ice for our heinous guilt and provocations. At 
1 time a fearfi'l black cloud was fpread over the glo- 
is Sun of Righteoufnefs, never was there any fuch 
pfe fcen or heard of as this ! For a candle to be put 

is no great matter, but for the fun to be darkened 
ery uncommon : But though fun, moon, and flars, 
i all been blown out at once, it would be ivo vi'a:^^^^ 
\zing 35 the darkening of tht ctcxuiL^^xi cii^v^^^ 
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coufnefi upon the crofs-^A ftrange and marvellous 
fight ! What meant the heat of this great anger ? Muflr 
even the Creator himfelf fuffer for the creature's fins ? 
Muft he fuffer fuch a load of wrath, as make him cry 
out to the aftonifhment of angels and men ? 

4. I am to confider the High Prieft, and for wbbal 
it was he fuffered thofe great and many things. He 
fuffered not for himfelf, for he never offended eithd:' 
againft God or man» and deferved no punifhment. He 
fiiffered none for fallen angels ^ they muff all fuffer {or 
themfelves : It was only for men of Adam's race, that 
were debtors to juftice and prifoners ot wrath j he fUE> 
fered for creatures moft undeferving, for rebels, and liMr 
many that were his greateft enemies ; and even folr 
thofe who were his murderers and executioners, for hd. 
both prayed and was heard for them> .when they were 
pouring out his blood. 

5. Let me confider with what afieftion he fufiercil 
all thofe things for us. It was his ardent love tb per^ 
iffiing fouls, which many waters could hot quench; 
with fervent wifhes and longings for the hour of hiS^ 
paffion. / iave a bapiijht to be bapttfed ivithy and how afii 
IJlrakened until it be accomplt/bed ? With,great liberal!^ 
ty; it is not the blood of his finger, or a part of his 
blood, that he would ffied for us ; no, he would Mcdl, 
pour out all his blood, and even his heart- blood t6^* 
and with that he poured out his foul alfo, Ifa. liSi"^ 
Why would he be fo liberal ? — ^that with him there 
might be plenteous redemption^ Pfal. cxxx. 7. He fuffer- 
ed with great meeknefs, patience, and refignation: 
when he fuffered he threatened not, but was led as a 
fheep to the flaughter, dumb, not opening his mouth : 
With great humility and felf-denial, content to be as 
a worm and no man^ to bring glory to his father : With 
a thirffy zeal for the falvation of fouls, and for complet- 
ing the work of our redemption ; and hence it was he 
cried on the crofs, / thirjly and glad when he could fay, 
// isjf/it/hed. 

O what caufe have 1 to obc^ \xU Afm^ Oaw^^^\xs ^ 
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\p his memorial feaft, and to think upon and wonder 
at the matchlefs love of Chrift, that made ^im willing 
to fuSer fo many things for fuch wretched creatures as 
I am. He knew well enough before hand what our fal* 
vation would coft him, yet he willingly undertook it, 
faying, upon the very firft motion of it| Lo, I come* 
But faith God to him» If you will engage in this work^ 
you mud bear my wrath, and be handled as if you were 
the finner in law : Well, faith Chrift, / come to do thy 
mlly O God: I am fatisfied with the terms : Let the 
cup be never fo bitter, I'll drink it, ere thefe miferable 
creatures do it. O loving High Prieft, how (hall I 
think of thy fufferings without raptures of love and ad- 
miration ! I had been in hell if thou hadft not been 
in an agony heres I had been forever fcorched there, 
if^thou hadft not fweat here \ yea, not only I, but all 
the pofterity of Adam had periflied, if thou hadft not 
fttffered thpfe many things for them : Surely the weight 
oiF wrath which made thee heavy, and caufed thee to 
fall to the ground, fweat, groan, and cry, would have 
funk all mankind into hell for ever. O what ingratitude 
muft it be to refufe Chrift's offers and terms of falva- 
tion, after what he has fuffered to purchafe it ! Was 
he at fo much pains to obtain redemption for us, and 
\7|I1 we be at no pains to get an intereft in it ? Did 
he Qied blood, and will not I drop tears ? Lord, pity 
this heart of mine. 



MEDITATION XXI. 

. From John xviii. 4. y^fti* knvwing all things thai Jhould come upth 
biJff xoeni /iartlff \Ste» 

Christ foreknew all his fufferings, with all their in- 
gredients, before they came upon hicn ; yet he willing- 
ly and refolutely went forth to meet them. He will 
nbt flee, nor hide himfelf from his perfecutors^ but caft 
himHelf in their way. He faw the cup o£ \f t?c\\x twxR^ 
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and ready for him, and Aow» a» it wiere, he reacha 
forth his hand to take it. When the people wouM 
have forced him to a crown, he hid himfelf from themj 
John vi. 15. But when thej would force him to Si 
crofs, he offered himfelf to them, knowing that hit 
hour was come to fulfil his furetyihip for us, and coio^ 
plete our redemption. Upon this account he makto 
his fufierings welcome, and the paflbver that introduc- 
ed them, Luke xxii. 15. With deftrehave I defired toHi 
this pajfover. He abhorred all counfels that tended tt 
hinder him, and rebuked Peter as fmartly for difluad* 
ing him from fuffering, as he would have done Sataii 
himfelf, Matth xvi. 23. And though all his difciplei 
would have diffuaded him, John xi. 8. he marchtid 
with great forwardnefs to Jerufalem, where he foret<Ad 
the bloody tragedy was to be a6ted ; he hailened toiAi 
field of battle and place of fuffering : Yea, he weiit'li 
faft to it, that his difciples were amazed at it, and afirtdO 
to follow him, Math. xx. 18. Mark x. 32. Ttef 
were behind him, and would have fallen behmd attl^ 
gether, had it not been for fhame, and let him go aloii^^ 
they were amazed to fee a man haften fo fail to a bhodtt] 
death, fiut he would not (lop, though they had jfl 
left him, as they did afterwar(;ls» And when his time 
was come to be apprehended, he would neither tet Foi 
ter defend him, nor angels refcue him, though t^di 
were twelve legions at his call ^ One angel would hM 
been fufiicient to do it, or one word from his oiM 
mouth J but, faith he. The cup my Father bath given li 
to drink, Jhall 1 not drink it ? Wherefore, when thcj 
accufed him of blafphemy againft God, and of enmftj 
againft Cefar and Mofes' law, and things he was ptf 
fe^lly innocent of, he would make no legal defenee'tH 
fave his life before Pilate, but held his peace, infomad 
that Pilate marvelled greatly. He might think it 
eafy for him to anfwer all they faid, but he knew 
the reafon of our Lord's filence, viz. that he would tk 
nothing to hinder the ele£^s redemption, which he h« 
undertaken. And^ as lie was i!i!Lenx\^i^st^\l\Va.\£^CQ M 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 95 

sefore divine juftice, and would do nothing to di« 
: the Oroke : Soon might he have refcued himfdf 
rn juftice drew the ftroke, by faying, ** Father, thcfe 
ns are not mine ^ No, be is (ilent, and takes with 
charge, as if he had committed them all. On me, 
1 he, be the cyrfe ; I will be the facrifice for thefe 
fheep. O love i^nfpeakable i 

!^he reafons of my Saviour's willingnefs to fuffer arc 
ious; he knew it was his Father's will he fhould 
;:r, and therefore he faid, Pfalm xl. I delight to do thy 
\ O my God. He knew it would greatly difplay the 
y of the divine attributes, that was fullied by our 
; it would highly magnify his love to his fheep, 
n X. / iay down my life for myjheep / I do it of my^- 
, freely, without compulfion : It was neceffary to 
:e his facrifice acceptable and well pleating unto 
1* The heathens would not offer a facrifice to 
r gods that came ftruggling to the altar ; fo every 
ifilce ofilered to the true God muft be a free-will of- 
ag, if we would have it of a fweet fmelling favour 
3 him. This Chrift hath taught us by his example, 
upon this account God hath twice proclaimed from 
ven. This is my beloved Sotiy in whom I am^tvell pleafed, 
>, was thrift's willingnefs to fufTer for finners fo 
I pleafing to the Father, and ihall it not render him 
I amiable and -lovely to us ? Surely the Mediator's 
tk fmd ^cb^^/ul undertaking to fufiPer (o much for 
w^en unrequired by us, is a favour infinitely kind 
• obliging, and doth command raptures of love and 
fe from us when we celebrate his holy fupper/ 
tat a moving fight is it to the eye of faith, to behold 
glorious Emmanuel voluntarily bating himfelf in 
law room, without the folititing of any creature^ 
engaging cheerfully to go through Satan's bufifet- 
;> death's pangs, and hell's flames for us ! With 
it elevated thoughts and raifed affedions, (hould we 
lire, love, an^ praife a xrucified Jefus, who did all 
willingly and unrequired for us i Oh, he never 
-fo go<Ml will to eat when hungry)^ ht Vv^A vo ^\)1* 
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fer and fatisfy juftice for u^l Hence he faid, My tneai 
is to do the will of him tbatfent iw, and tojimlh his wovi^ 
John iv. 34. Here is food mofV delicious for faith to 
feed upon at the Redeemer's table. Again from this 
vallingnefs of Chrift to fufier for us, I have good ground 
to conclude his willingnefs to receive us, when we come 
to him by faith to partake of the fruits of his fuffii^ 
angs« O how can any believer, or fenfible finner, que(? 
tion or doubt of Chrift's willingnefs to help and favf 
them, who was fo willing to offer himfelf a Sacrifice li^ 
juAice for them ? Surely he is far more willing tQ 
fave, than any iinner is to repent or believe. And from 
this I'll take my encouragement to come to hiQi; 
Since my loving Jefus came willingly as a iamb to thi 
flaughter for finners, Fll venture, with humble confi- 
dence, to go to this meek, companionate, fweet natur- 
ed Lamb, for pity and help in the time of my n^d| 
trufting he will not r^edl me, nor any- that comes to 
him upon his call in the gofpel. / belive^ Lord^ hel^ sMif 
unhelief^ 

O, did Chrift fuffer the pains of death and hell fo 
willingly for us, and fhall not we be willing to fuffer the 
reproaches or revilings of men, or any other perfecu* 
cution for him ? And when any fuch injuries are done 
us, fhall we not bear them with meeknefs and patien^ 
after ChrifVs example, whofubmitted cheerfully to.,M|^. 
ery thing he knew to be his Father's will ? Thoiig)^ 
he was perfeftly innocent, and met with the greate^ 
provocations from wicked men, yet he patiently borCi 
them : taking all as out of his Father's hand, who had 
mingled the cup for him. Therefore, when he w,aj[i 
reviled, he reviled not again ; he could have told Pi^i 
late, Caiaphas, and his other perfecutors, what fort ol 
men they were, yet he opened not his mouth, but woA. 
willingly as a lamb to the flaughter. O that we conljit 
imitate the meeknefs, patience, and willingnefs of ch|^ 
Lamb of God in all the fufferings he calls us to. „,^, 

O did Cbrifl delight to do his Father's will, and ga 
wJUingly through the n^oft l\^td %nd difilcult tzi^ at^ 
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fweating, bleeding/ and dying For us ? and (hall we find 
to little delight in doing his will^ and perforaiing the 
duties which lecd to communion and fellowfhip with 
him ; as prayer, praife, reading, hearing, or communis 
eating ? Did Chrift come fo cheerfully to die for us, 
tod fhall we go fo backwardly and unwillingly to hjs 
table to enjoy fellowfhip with him, when he invites us 
to it ; O what a fhameful requital is this ! May not 
Chrift fay, // this thy kindnefs to thy friend ? When the 
Father called me to fuffer, and*drink the cup of trem- 
bling for thee, how readily did I echo back, I comey h, 
I cGme^ to do thy ivill I take delight 1 But when I call 
thee to pray or communicate, how backward and dead 
hearted art thou in that work ? I did not weary fo 
foon in the garden, as thou doft in the church ! I did 
not fo fOon weary on the crofs, as thou doft in thy 
clofet ! I was longer in my agony, wreftling under 
the wrath of God for thee, than ever thou waft in 
wreftling in :prayer for thy foul. 

Did Chrift offer his facrifice fo willingly for us, O 
then let me go to God my Saviour, with the*facrifice 
of myfelf arid my duties, with a ready and cheerful 
heart : God loveth a cheerful giver^ As Amaziah offer- 
ed himfelf wiilirigly unto the Lord, 2 Chron. xvi. 16. 
and David faith, jiccept of the free will offerings of my 
4tibuth, Ffal. cxix. 1 08. O that with the like willingnefs 
I/cOiild offer myfelf, my heart, and my facrifices of prayer 
afnd p^ifes, unto the 'Lord :- And when I feel any re- 
luAancy and backwardnefs of fpirit to duty, let me ft ill 
ciall to mind how willingly Chrift offered himfelf a fac- 
sifice to God for us, and chide my heart for its unwil- 
lingnefsi — Surely it is much for the honour of God> 
and the credit of religion, as it is moft juft and reafon- 
ablc in itfelf, to ferve God with joyfulnefs, who has 
witlingly given us the unfpeakable gift of his dear Son 
td die for us. The wicked and profane are ready to 
reproaclLreligion as a four and melancholy thing, when 
ijre ferve God in a dead hearted manner ; and God him- 
felf is highly diiplcafcd with us for it)7xs\stN\i^^TC^Si^^ 

I 
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tliM loiig and tentbte cluptcr, the->28t)i«f DenteDOMM 
tOft that iifull of cuiTcsMd threatentrd judgments, ver. 
47> wbere the canfe of all is given, Buaufe thou fervdfi 
am the ' I^rd tbj God with Jijfiiinifi and gladnefs of heart. 
Since the facrament is called the Eucharill: or ThaiilB< | 
giving, let megoto it with a joyTul and ihankful hear^ J 
Ueffing God for K3ar&. & thanks be If God Jbr his «|^J 
^t^Mt gifi. As^n, . ' ^iS^ 
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. from Joan lyi. J. Jt Si acpeiutiifir yaa that I go awaj,—^Z^ 

INo wonder th»t forrow filled the dirciples' heart3,|t 
-the intimation of Chrift's departure from them : T»^ 
bad enjoyed a fweet tim^with him at the comisunqH 
uble ; his pre^ce wkh them was their heavefl, Iflft 
they cannot think o* parting with him: Th^_*e 
CreatlytrouUed,that he will neither flay flill withthenj 
nor take them away with him : Ncjerthelefj, fiuth^i 
it is txpe^ifnt for fou thai I go aiuay. — Lord, faith ^, 
Ibul, how is it czpediAit foi me to be left behind (hee 
i,n a ^te of corruption, #ith ind«relling Gn that Axfit- 
ens my mind, deadens my heert, diforders my aSifiioiis, 

. and indifporcs me for fpiHtual work ? How fhalll 
ftay behind thee, amidft Satan's temptations and fiery 
dans, flymg thick ^boat me ? Mud I abide in thai 
place where that enemy hjth his circuit, and iViU rang- 
Cth about, devouring manf thoufands ? Could I win 
away with thrift, I would be quite out of the reach of 
bis fllot. Lord either Aay with me or take me up wirfa 
thee. Oh, nuift I flay behind thee amidft the infefl- 
iOus defilements aod cnfnarvig examples of an ungodly 
world I When I open miee eyes here, what will nM ' 
them bat multitudes waUowing in pride, fenfualityi'ilii' i 
vetOufncfs, injufttWi^nialicei envy, tjrunl^ennefs, ^HS^ 
X^oy, nncIcaoDflfs, contempt gf God aifd religioA f 

Jfcfi^ / &uy to fee.thiy'l^rtiblf %^i ^ w^^\« ■^^\^A 
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lying in wickednefs ! Mufl I (Vay to hear God daily 
difhonoured by the tongues of the ungodly ? Muft I 
ftay to fee Chrifl flighted, wounded, and crucified 
afrefh by wicked men ? O what danger will I be in 
of being infefted by their examples ! But, Lord, if I 
could win away with thee, I would be quite oat of ha- 
zard, and out of iight of the wickednefs of the world. 
How {hall I flay behind thee in fuch an earthly taber- 
nacle, to be burdened with bodily diftrefies, ficknefs, 
pains, and manifold complaints, and amidfl innumera- 
ble lofles, crofles, and difappointments from the crea- 
ture ! How fliall I (lay to fee fuch melancholy divi- 
fions, contentions, debates, feparations, as fall out among 
the people of God in Cbrifl^s abfence ? Muft I ftay 
behind thee to fuffer injuries, reproaches, cruel mo-jk- 
ings, bad ufage, and perfecutions, both from the.toognes 
and hands of men ? and f ^metimes to be torn as with 
the teeth of wild beafts ? Hence this world is called a 
den of liom a^d mountain of leopards^ Cant, iv. 8. Oh, 
• could I win away to heaven with ChriO, I would fee no 
lion nor leopard there. There is none to hiu*t or de- 
ftroy in all God's holy moiiarain ab-^jve. 

Have I feen the King m his beauty, and muft I be 
left behind him ? Hath the communion tabic been 
like Mount Tabor, >% here he was transfigured before 
^liiy <iyC5, with his countenance flxining, and his rr.iment 
y t^bite as light ? And muft I go down from the Mount 
•4igain to a land of darknefs, of drought, and of per- 
plexing doubts and fears, where I fhall (ometimes go 
mourning without the fun ; yea, neither fun nor (lars 
appearing to me for many days ? Muft I be put to 
"•^alk without the light of God's countenance, and with- 
out the food of my foul, communion with my God ? 
After I have been lifted up, muft I lay my account with 
being caft down again, perhaps into depths like thofe of 
Afaph, Pfal. Ixxvii. or. like thofe of Heman, Pfal. 
Ixxxviii. with fears of finking in them, and of falling 
ihort of heaven for ever? Could I win away with 
CbriA, 1 would beat oncede\iveTtd&0'a)L^\\vVd^i^'»^* 
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Here my knowledge of God is fmall, and oft obfcored 
with darknefs ; my faith is weak, and oft in hazard q^ 
being Overcome with unbelief; here my love is cold^ 
and oft like to be chilled with froft winds ft'om Satan 
and the world ; my prayers oft are formal and wandeiy. 
ing, my praifes low and flat i here my beft wifKes are 
attended with many £hdrt comings and defeats : Biai^ 
O ! if I could win to heaven with Chrift, where gracq 
and holinefs are in perfeAion, I would praife him with^i 
out wandering, and ferve him without fin for evcf ! 
Here fin ftill cleaves to my nature, mixes itfelf with my 
fervices, and defiles my beft duties. Here I ftill carrj 
about with me a deceitful and treacherous heart, where-, 
by I am in hazard of backfliding from God, and miff 
carrying forever, fhould I be left to it : But O ! were 
I with Chrift, I would be free from all thefe anxiqv^ 
thoughts and fears. Lord, ftay here with me, or takp^ 
me up to thee. ,j 

But thou fayeft, It is expedient for me to ftay behinfl 
for a time. Why, Lord ? Muft I ftay that my trav», 
clling graces, my faith, hope, and patience, may be t^i^ 
ed and exercifed here below, and thereby gradually^ 
ftrengthened and ripened for the perfeft ftate ? Muft^ 
I ftay that I may be conformed to my head both itt. 
lerving and fuftcring •, and that thy wifdom, ppwCI^ 
and mercy, may be glorified in conducing and.prefer,i-j^ 
ing me through all the difiiculties and dangers of this 
wildernefs ? 7 by luili, Lordy be done^ only leave. me' not 
alone -, h\iX.for thy namis fake lead me and guide me. Or, 
is it thy plcafiire to fufpend my heaven for a while, that 
I may promote thy glory on earth, be ufeful to the fouls^ 
of others, and recommend my dear Redeemer to thof^., 
who know him not, which is a work I cannot do in" 
"lieaven ? O fit me for it by thy grace, and fill me with^ 
zeal for thy glory. O let thy kingdom come upoiit 
earth, that the kingdom of glory may be haftened. 

Thou fayeft, it is expedient for thee to go away.. 
Why Lord ? muft thou thyfelf be thy people's foreruii-; 
ner to carry tidings to heaven oi x\itvc corcv^Vtx^ x^-^ 
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demption, and of thefr coming after tbee in their (eve- 
ral generations ? Muft thou go to open thie paflage 
md pave the way for accefs to their perfons and duties'^ 
and prepare rooms and lodgings for them againft the 
dme thej come home? Muft thou go away tabe a 
public agent and interceflbr for thy people under all 
their trials and toUings here below ; and Ukewife to pro- 
vide and fiirnifh a rich and glorious communion table 
for them in thy Father's houfe above ? Lord, fend thy 
Hole Spirit to fit and prepare me and many others for 
that bleifed entertainment. Lord, when thou faidft, 
It is expedient for you that I go away^ thou didft add, for 
if I go not away^ the comforter will not come unto you ! 
Why ? it was {o agreed in the council of the Trinity, 
that the fending of the Spirit in his plentiful effufio'n, 
which was to be the purchafe of Chrift's death, ihould 
be given in anfwer to his interceffion, when he entered 
within the vail, John xiv. i6. And the Spirit was to 
make ufe of it as an argument for convincing the world 
of the perfe^ion and acceptablenefs of Chrift's facrifice^ 
that Cbrift was now received and welcomed into heav« 
en. Likewife the Spirit was to be given only upon 
Chrift's ascenfion to fupply the want of his bodily pre- 
fence to the church, as being far better for them, feeing 
Chrift^s bodily prefence could be tn one place only ac 
6Qce, but the Spirit is in every place to animate and 
put life in ordinances. May the church have this fruit 
cif Chrift^s afcenfion ftill more and more. 

Lord, though thou haft gone away for neceSary ends, 
yet thy marriage contraft with thy people, and the love- 
tokens thou giveft them in the facrament, are a fure 
pledge of thy returning to pay them a comfortable vifit 
at laft, according to that fweet word, John xiv. 3. If I 
go and prepare a place for you^ I will cotne again^ and r/- 
ceiveyou to myself that where I am^ there you may be alfo, 
O that I may be one of thofe to whom Chrift's vifit at 
his fecond coming will be joyful and comfortable. Let 
me examine myfelf before the facrament, if I hav^ tl\e 
marks pffach. Am I efpoufed xo CW\^\ "Wvi^"^ "^^ 

I 2 
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high efteem of the bridegroom ? Have I fobicribeifi 
the marriage con^ra£l and gone into ChriiVs teron?; 
Do I heariily approve the whole contrivance of redeznp^ 
tion, through the furetyfhip and righteoufnefs of Chrift^, 
Have I renounced my own righteoufnefs* my bflovedi 
fins, and all Chrift's enemies i Do I mourn for theis^ 
juries done to Chrift by myfelf and others, and rejoice; 
when his intereft and kingdom profper in the worldi" 
Do I mourn for ChrilVs departure and the withdrawing 
of his Spirit from ordinances, or from my own foul -ft 
Do I third for more holinefs in heart and life, and for 
greater conformity and likenefs to the glorious bride*^ 
groom ? Then I may expert his vifit and return wifi/ 
be comfortable to me, and I may rejoice in the vicif' 
and expectation of it, and anfwer Chrift when he faith,' 
Rev. xxii. 20. Surely I come quhk/y. Amen^ evenft^ 
come Lord Jefus. Is my forerunner now gone awajr? 
Let me follow him as clofely and fpeedily as I can ;.kt^ 
me follow him in the way of faith, in the way of obedi^ 
ence, in the way of fufFering, in the way of patience,- 
prayer, refignation, deniednefs to the world, heavenly 
mindednefs, &c. 



MEDITATION XXIIT. 

From Hos. ii. 19. I ivill betroth thee unto me for ev€r. 






Abigail thought herfclf highly honoured, by Da- 
vid's propofing to match with her : But much more 
honoured are wc, apoftate finners of Adam's family» 
by the eternal Son of God his propofing to match with 
us, and courting us fo earneflly ; when he negleded 
angels, that feemed to be a fitter match for him in re* 
fpeft of the fuperior dignity of their nature. Yet arf 
thefe he would pafs by and match with worms ! O 
how amazing is this ftep, that the heavenly Brid'egroomi 
whofe kingdom is mighty) his riches infinite^ and his 
bcsuty furpa&ag j that he (bou\d c\v3X^ ^ \iT\^^ xv^voi-^ 
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ally pollated, deformed, uncomely, and black as hell ! 
and that he (hould feek her through a fea of bloody 
through the pains of death, the horrors of the graved 
snd torments of heli ! And after many flights and re- 
Fufals, ^that he fhould fellow her in her wanderings 
through the wildernefs of fin, with his charming invi-. 
tations, and alluring offers in the gofpel, prefenting her 
with the rings and bracelets of his precious promifes 
and Spirit's coafolations ; and all to win her heart and 
gain her confent to him. How aftonifhing is it to lee 
this glorious perfon coming over all objeAions from the 
blacknefs, guilt, poverty, and unworthinefs of the bride, 
faying, Though (he be black, I'll make her comely 
through my comelinefs put upon her ! Though fhe 
be mean, I'll make her noble ! Though a flave, I'll 
make her free ! Though a fool, I'll make her wife ! 
Though bankrupt, I'll pay all her debt ! Come here, 
law, juftice, and all her creditors, here's full fatisfaftion 
for all that is due to you, take it, and write her di(^ 
charge : Now, who can lay any thing to tlse charge (f 
God*s eleft^ Chrift's bride : Behold God difplaying his 
free love here to the utmoft ! He never difplayed his 
other attributes to the utmoft,infinite wifdom could have 
contrived ten thoufand worlds more beautiful than this, 
and infinite power could have produced them. But here 
infinite love and mercy hath gone to the utmofl : a 
greater demonftration of his love Chrift could not give, 
than by leaving heaven, afluming a body, and giving 
his life for the bride, nay wading through hell for her, 
and in face of all difcouragements courting and betroth- 
ing her to himfelf for ever I 

After many meetings, treaties, and broken tryfts with 
iomc, the bridegroom is come again to court a bride^ 
dnd has fent his friend in his name to demand her con- 
i^t, faying, as they did to Rebekah, Gen. xxiv. 58. 
Wilt thou go with this nUM ? Poor woman, lad, lafs, 
wilt thou yield to this glorious Emmanuel, many for- 
mer treaties have been broken off by the devil, the 
world, uabdief, and ao ill liean\ OYi>^*^ x^^ ^^ 
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long fpoken of match hold at length ! Minifters, 'tHcr. 
bridegroom's friends, are doing their heft to draw oir^ 
another meeting between parties. Chrift, I fee, is cm-'' 
tent to hold another, and it may be the laft tryft he;' 
will fet with many. To (hew his earnednefs, he hadir 
convened his friends, angels^ faints, and amb^adorSy t6^ 
witnefs the fincerity of the parties : he hath put gnhii^' 
fcarlet robes, his garments dipt in blood, to.winiinner'^'~ i 
hearts; he hath brought the marriage contraA, air^: 
fpread it before them, faying, " What think ye of its 
«• articles and terms ? Are ye pleafed with theifi-f Are 
" ye content to break with fin and all my enemies 7 
** to renounce the world, felf-righteoufnefs, and all ott"^ 
«« er lovers ? to fall in with the felf denying way of feW 
" vation through a borrowed righteouinefs ? to accept 
*^ of me in all my ofHces ? to live wholly upon yoof ' 
« hufband, borrow all from him, and be an etenuil' 
« debtor to him ? to make a furrender of your fouf 
<' and body to him^ and feal a covenant with him at. 
•* his table ? Are you refolved to be faithful to yoiir 
** hufband, cleave to him all the days of your life, asd'^, 
" be oft looking out for his fecond coming ? Anft'^ 
** in the mean time to be oft commemorating -his fuf- 
<< ferings, conflicts, conquefts, and achievements, and ' 
^ for that end to be frequently looking on lus piffiuf 
*« in the facrament with a believing, penitent, ^'^'^^ 
<* thankful heart ? Now, what is your anfwer ? Lay "^ ■ 
•* your hand to your heart." ' 

Lord, unworthy as I am, I defire to go forwsfird 
through all difficulties, impediments, and difcourage- 
ments, and fay with Rebekah, when called to anfwert ' 
/ wi// go with the man : And with Efther, I will go t* " 
to the king : Though I be not worthy of him, yet hf 
is worthy to be obeyed that calls me: Though he 
hath no need of me, yet I have great need of him : ] 
Though my diftance be great, he allows me to creep 
nearer to him : Though I cannot move of myfelf, yet 
he is able to draw me, be va^ c\o^^ never fo great t 
Though tnj motion be fmaW) ^^x \ ^'iKSl t«x v»u\s»^ 
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tet keep my face towards him, and fix my eye on hkn. 
As a look hath brought healing, fo a look hath bro«)ght 
&f ^gth ; yea, though he fhould feem to frown on me, 
•^d chide me away from him, yet like Jonah, / ivUl^ 
'«8i again towards its hdy temple : Though I have no 
^orthinefs in myfelf, yet he hath worthinefs enough 
for roe : Though I be a black and uncomely bride, 
Qiy glorious hufband can beautify me with his perfect 
comelinefs put upon me. Therefore I do, with all my- 
lieart, accept of him as my lord and hufband : Lord, I 
m^ke choice of thee, and all that is thine ; for richer, 
for poorer •, for better, for worfe ; for well, for woe ; 
for profperity, for adverfity : I make choice.of thee- 
for all times and conditions, to love, honour, and obey 
thee above all. I renounce all other lords and lovers, 
and will have none but Chrift : I renounce . my own 
will, and take thy will for my law. I efteem thy pre- 
cepts concerning all things to be right, and will hate 
every falfe way : I fubmit to all thy providences and 
dealings with me, and am content to take up my crofs- 
and follow' thee, whitherfoever thou goeft : I take thy 
Spirit for my guide, thy word for my rule, thy glory 
for .my fcope, thy teftimonies for my counfellors, thy 
promifes for my encouragement, thy Sabbaths for my. 
dcjight, thy people for my companions : Lord Jefus, I 
take thee for. my life, holinefs for my way, and heaven 
for my home. And, as I accept of thee, and all that 
is thine ; lo I give up myfelf to thee, and all that is 
mine, ibul and body, with all my faculties and affec- 
tions, fenfes, and members, to be thy agents and inftru-; 
ments ; with all my enjoyments to be employed for thy 
ufe aod fervice. 

J. will go with the man^ though I fee him all over 
wounded, mangled and bleeding and his vifage marred 
witli the wounds, ftripes, and blows which he got from 
men and devils. Nay, I fee him even in this mangled 
condition, to be fairer than all the fons of men, and all 
the fons of Gnd too ; for I fee him, wounded fir my 
tranfgrfjfftofif, and iruifedfor my iniquities^ that h^ Vis jlri]^«s 
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1 might be heakd ;, I fee him a match every way Tuitidbi|; 
jbr me^ that can fuppiy all my needs : I am a poor ijs 
ing worm^ but he is a living head that can make ^ 
live for ever: I am a needy creature all made up pf 
wants, but in him doth all manner of fulnefs dwell : I 
want grace, but he hath all fulnefs of grace fuitable Rt 
me : I want grace to believe, but he is the author of 
£iith : I want grace to repent, but he is a Prince and 
Saviour exalted to give repentance : I want grace to 
pray, to hear, to communicate, to mortify iin, bear the 
crofs, refift temptation, &c. but my hufband hath alf 
grace to beftow. O let me beftrong in the grace that 
is in Chrift Jefus. 

O that I had the. true marks of thofe who are di- 
vorced from the law, and married to Chrift as th^ 
hufband \ that I could fay, I look upon all my dQin|s 
in point of acceptance with God as old rags , I kT9 
wholly and freely upon my hufband, and take _al],.{ 
waiit from him for nothing ; I clothe myielf with 1}K 
righteoufnefs, and efiay the performance of every duflf 
in his ftrength 5 I defire to live entirely upon hiscoftr* 
I have a heart love to my hufband, and every thiog 
that belongs to him, and a heart hatred to flnj and 
averfion to every thing that is injurious to him : I aqi 
defirous to pleafe him in all things ; and out of rcpggl 
to his dying command, I go to his table to remernhp 
his dying love, and renew my marriage vows : I (}diglit 
in my hufband's company, and prefs fo«* commqnipn 
with him in all ordinances. His honour is always degf 
to me, and I am eafy about my own honour and ijltai- 
eft in refpeft of his ; « let me decreafe, but let him i^ 
creafe." And in regard the devil reigns here, fii 
abounds, error and corruption prevail \ I am well pleaT- 
ed with the thoughts of Chrift's fecond coming to pujl 
down Satan's kingdom, and to confummate the mar- 
riage with mcj and all that are efpoufed to him, and 
fay. Why tarry the v^heds of his chariot ? Make hafte my 
iehved : evenfo^ come Lord Jefus. O that ail the worm 
would love him, exalt him, ^tvOl t>3!btD[\\. ^o \xvccw. "Sfiaja^ 
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in difTcrent places admire him, and fee matchlefs charms 
in him; his name to them is as ointment poured forth^ 
his garments finell of aloes, myrrh, and caffia, they 
have beheld his ftatelj goings in the fanAuary: O 
that all the world miight lo admire him, and fubmit to 
him alfo. 



MEDITATION XXIV. 

From ISAlAU hii. 8. for tie transgressions of wty people 'was be 
jtriciea. 

Our fins and tranfgreffions are great and various, 
and therefore our furety's fufferings for them were hea- 
vy and manifold ; he endured many wounds, bruifes, 
chaftifements, and Aripes, which fhould dill endear him 
the more to us ; for he was wounded for our tranfgref" 
ffonSj he was bruifed for onr iniquities ; the cbaftifement of 
our peace was upon hiniy and with his Jlripes ive ivete 
healed^'vtT. 5. O who can think on that verfe without 
Ibrrow, or fpeak of it without tears ! He was wounded 
and bruifed to deaths to fave us from deadly w unds 
and bruifes : And when dying, he left us his portrai- 
ture^ with the marks of his wounds, that we might look 
Vpcm it at his table, and mourn for our fins which gave 
lum thefe wounds. Oh, can I fee my dear Saviour all 
wounded and mangled by my fins, and not be deeply 
affected for the tranfgreflions for which my dear Jefus 
was ftricken ! Stricken he was many ways, by many 
lunds, by many rods, by many ftripes : He was ftrick- 
en by the hand ^f God, by the hand of men, by the 
)iand of devils : Stricken by the rod of Mofes, the rod 
-of juftic^ the rod of the Jews, &c. O how early was 
be ftricken by the ill ufage he met with from men, be- 
Jng thruft out, to be bom in a foul ftable, and laid in a 
manger ; and foon after was he ftricken by the rod of 
cicrfecution and banifliment, be'ng m^jde to flee his na- 
tive country for fafety fix>m Herod. All this he fuffer- 
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ed for US, becaufe we deferved to be deprived of all 
earthly accommodations and comforts^ and to be buH 
ifhed from God and heaven for ever. 

He was ftrkken by the rod of poverty, and pinchiog 
firaits. Though he was the King of Jthe univerfet aad 
pofKffled all the riches of it, yet for our fakes he becam 
poory that nve through his pfvemimght 1>ecome rich, 2 Cqr. 
viii. 5. He was not bom of a rich emprefs, but of i 
poor virgin.; not in his own houfe, but in another 
xnan's: He had no houfe nor foot of ground of his 
own to live or lodge in : Though the foxes had hoks^ 
and the birds ne/lsy yet he that created them had mt 
ivhere to lay his head. His diet was oit a feeking, and 
commonly very mean, barely bread and fmall fifbes.' 
He had no money to pay his tax, but muft borrow it 
of a fifh of the Tea. He travelled flill on foot, except 
once he rode to Jerufalem to fulfil a prophecy ; aiid 
then he had neither horfe nor afs of his own, but muft 
borrow another man's afs. He had no fine moimting, 
but the clothes of them that followed hitn. He has 
no burial place of his own, but was laid in another 
man's 5 and all this he fubmitted to for our fakes. He 
was alfo ftricken by the rod of fore labour and toil, by 
working at a mechanic trade, till he was thirty ye^rs of 
age; therefore they faid, Mark vi. 3. 7j fw/ thiiilx 
carpenter ? Man having eaten the forbidden fruit, wiy 
doomed to fore labour, that he (hould eat his bread 
with the fweat of his brow, Gen. iii. 19. and to this 
doom our furety fiibmitted for us. Man broke God's 
covenant by eating of the tree, therefore his furety muft 
die on the tree. Man idolized a tree, and preferred 
its fruit to God's favour, therefore his furety muft la- 
bour in cutting and hewing trees moft of his tinie. 
Man lived a life of (inning, and therefore Chrift muft 
live a Hfe of labour and forrow •, he even became a 
man of forrows, Ifa. liii. 3. that we might obtain evctr 
laftmg joy and confolation. 

He was ftricken by men's reproachful tongues, fco^ 
and mockcricSf being caWed a. g^uxxoti^v^m^-bibbcr, der 
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* ceiver, Samaritan, blafphemer, a devilj and one In com- 
paA with Beelzebub, the prince of devils. Tliey de- 
rided him in all his offices ; as a prophet, by bidding 
hint prophefy who fmote him ; as a pried, bidding him 
lave himfelf, fincc he pt^etended to fave others ; as a 
king, by putting on him a purple robe, a crown of 
•thorns, and giving him a mock fceptre. Yea, he 
dured the moll cruel mockings, and, that in the midft 
of his (harped fufierings and foul-agonies, when he 
<Tied out on the bloody crofs, EIi, Eli, &c. O, fay 
they, this man calls for Elias, playing on the word Eli. 
It was not out of ignorance or mi (lake they faid fo^ 
but out of malice and derifion ; for they underdood 
the Hebrew language well enough, and knew he called 
on God, and that Eli (igni(ied my God. But, in their 
fpite, they would reprefent him as an idolater ; and, 
when dying, that he prayed not to God but to faints 
for help. He was ftricken by the mod open affronts 
and indignities from men, by fpitting in his face, con- 
demning him to die for blafphemy againd God, and 
treafon againd Cafar : By preferring Barabbas, a mur- 
derer, before him, and poding him between two thieves. 
Thus the King of Glory was defpifed and rejefted of 
man for us, Ifa. liii. 3. 

He was drickcn by the fcourges of plaited cords on 
yus back, and with the thorns they drove into his 
liead : That thorny crown was de(igned for torture, as 
well as derifion -, for, if it had been only to mock him, 
a crown of draw would have ferved the purpofe as well 
as one ot thorns. He was dricken by the pincers that 
plucked the hair off his cheeks ^ and by the heavy 
crofs tree laid on his bleeding (houlders, which he muft 
carry to Calvary. He was (Iricken with four big iron 
nails through his hands and feet, on which his whole 
weight mud hang. He was dricken with a burning 
heat and third, which the wrath of God for our (ins 
<:reated in him, and dried him up like a pot(herd : Thb 
made him cry out, I third, yet no wine, no fountain, 
139 arenture that he made muft teVie^e \vvvt\ ^x \}c^s.<\v^*- 
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He was ftricken by a fpear thrufl: into his fide to let 
out his heart blood, to be fqre that no life remained. 
Well, (faid our dying lamb) let my deared blood, my 
heart-blood, go for thefe loft finners, that their fouls 
may live and iing for ever. 

He was flricken by the ungrateful behaviour of his 
omn difciples to him : By Judas his betraying and fell* 
ing him for a fmall fum, the price of a flave : By Pe- 
tePs denying him, and fwearihg he knew him not, dk 
the temptation of a poor damfel : By all of them for»- 
ftking him, and leaving him in the midft of his ene- 
mies. Befldes all this, he was ftricken in his foul, by 
the terrible glittering fword of juftice, by the curfes of 
the law, by defertion from God, by the vials of his 
wrath poured out on him, which made fearful bruife$| 
deep wounds, and wide gaihes in his foul. Oh, our 
^ear furety was ftricken till he fell to the ground ; was 
overwhelmed with wrath, and covered with blood* 
With thefe ftrokes our mighty Redeemer was thrown 
down, and broken with breach upon breach, till all the 
fea-billows of divine vengeance went over him. Oh, 
never was there any forrow like my dear Saviour's forr 
row, which he fiifFered when ftricken for my fins ! 

Lord, I am ashamed of the hardnefs and unconcern- 
ed nefs of my heart at this moving fpeftacle ! O did the 
dead earth tremble, the hard rocks rend, the graves 
openj the heavens turn black at the fight of a dying Je- 
fus, ftricken by the fword of juftice ? And fhall not 
my rocky heart tremble and quake, rend and melt for 
my fins, that were the caufe of it ? Shall the hiflory of 
Jofeph in the pit move me more than that of Chrift 
upon the crofs ? Shall the news of the tragical death of 
a friend, or the fufferings of an acquaintance among 
the furks, move me more than the death and fuflFer* 
ings of the inaocent Son of -God on my account ? Alas, 
my heart of ftone will neither break nor mclr, till 
Chrift turn and look on me as he. did on backiliding 
Peter. Lord, one look from thee can turn f/:e rock mt^ 
yXa^i////^ water. One blink of the ^utv oi ^\^xy^\xt- 
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fiefs can nlelt the moft frozen and icy heart" in the 
world. 

O how lovely is my Hricken and bleeding Jefus : 
Even when bleeding and mangled by my fins, I fee him 
to be white and ruddy j and the chief ejl among ten ihonfand. 
Every wound and i^robe be got doth flili beautify him 
the more to me, and make my foul to cry, O my lov- 
ing and lovely Jefus ! O how can I fee him fubftituting 
himfelf in my room, and making himfclf the butt of 
the envenomed arrows of juftice, and not be ravilhcd 
with his love to me, and with the warnieft afFeftion to 
him ! And at the fame time filled with forrow for my 
fins, which brought on all his Arokes and wounds ! Oh 
my fins were the thorns that pierced his head, the nails 
which pierced his hands, and the fpear that pierced his 
heart. My fins prefied him down, and made him fweat 
blood in the garden. My foul being exceeding finful, 
made his foul exceeding forrowful. May I always hate 
fin, and forrow for it. 



MEDITATION XXV. 

From Gal« ii. aO. / /ivt by ilt /kill of tU Son c/ Chd^ xy&o L^ed 
mf, amf gtivt bimielffor me. 

■ O how defirable an attainment is the exercife of true 
faith upon the great Saviour Jefus Chrift, with an ap- 
propriating perfuafion, or fpecial application to a man 
himfelf, fo as to fay, " I believe and admire his love to 
'* the eledl in general, and to me in particular -, I truft 
•* him with my foul, and my eternal falvation ; I em- 
" brace him, and put my whole confidence in him, *who 
** loved me^ and gave himfelf for me /" Surely this is the 
faith, that every one that defires to obey that great com- 
mandment, I John iii. 23. (hould aim at, and prefs for, 
as a thing of the laft moment and confequence : O 
Z*ordi I betievey help thou my unbelief 

Lord, I will not reft in a general belief wvd ^txCaar 
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iion of the mercy of God in Chrift, attd of Ch 
ability and willingncfs to fave ^11 that come unto I: 
but I will apply his blood and rightfoufnefs to m 
In particular, and reft on him as one that hved me^ 
gave himfelf for me. This appropriating faith is n 
fary to my juftification -, for cyery juftified pcrfoii 
plies Chrift's righteoufnefs to hiimfelf, faying, as in 
xlv. 24. Surely in the Lord have I righteoufnefs. As 
church in general calls him the Lord our righiecufi 
fo I, in particular, call him the Lord my righteouf] 
1 make it my daily praftice to wrap up my naked 
in this fobe, and live by faith upon It. I make per 
al and particular application of the remedy to my f< 
maladies, and draw virtue from it. This- particulai 
propria! ion in the aftings of faith, is moft needful 
clearing up a believer's evidences, and for filling the 
with joy and peace in believing ; for overcoming 
£{ars of death, and giving comfort at a dying h 
And particularly, it contributesfgreatly to the foul's c 
fortable approach to the holy table of the Lord, w 
it can fay, " I receive a crucified Chrift as my Savic 
** I go to him as one who loved me, and gave hin 
" for me 5 I take the fymbol's, and feed upon his t 
*< as broken for me, and on his blood as ihed for 1 
" and I accept of thefe as an earneft and pledge of 
** living and feafling with my Saviour for ever.'* 

A crucified Chrift, with all his purchafe, is oflR 
to all the hearers of the gofpcl : For Chrift in the wi 
and by his minifters in the gofpel-offer, fpeaks to 
and every one of them ; yea, fpeaks to every fin 
man and woman in particular, as though he called tl 
by name and furname. And every man is bound 
take the call and offer home to himfelf, as if he v 
fo named,, and believe that Chrift ftands at his c 
and knocks, faying, if you or any man v ill open to 
I will come in. The promife is to you^ and to all that 
^fr^ f>ff; even to all the ends of the earth, and to 
iiout- hearted ; to all the fons of men, to every creati 
to tlitm that have no money, lo xVi^ ^001^ xsvainc 
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bltnd^ flaked, wretchedj and miferable, and to whom- 
ever will come, To you is the word of this falvation fent. 
Chrift doth befeech you to be reconciled, and to beware 
of coming ihort of the promife,'bv unbelief; fuch a 
promife as that, Whofoever believeih in the Son Jhall not 
pcrijh^ but have eternal life : And that, Him that cometh to 
mey I ivill in no ivife cafl out: Btiides many others i 
John iii, i6. — vi. 37. Rev. iii. 17, 18, 20. — xxii. 17. 
Prov. viii. 4. Ifa. xlv. 22. — xlvi. 12. — Iv. i. Mark xvi. 
15. Luke xiv, 21, 22, 23. Afts ii. 39. — iii. 26 — ^xiii. 
26. 47. 2 Cor. V. 20. Heb. iv. i. 

Now, ffeing the gofpel call and offer is given to ev- 
ery one, faith, which is the echo of the gofpel call, 
muft needs receive an offered Chrift, and falvation 
through him, with particular application to the foul 
that believes. As Chrift offers himfelf, and his pur- 
chafe, to every foul in particular ; fo faith appropriates 
Chrift to the foul itfelf in particular. And indeed, the 
life and fweetnefs of faith lies in this appropriation and 
applicatory adV, when the foul is helped to fay with 
Thomas, Thou art my Lcrd^and my God: and with the 
fpoufe. My beloved is mine^ and I am his : and with Da^' 
vid, Thou art my rocky and the God of my falvation. Un» 
belief would tempt me to put away the gofpel offer from 
me, faying, it doth not belong to me, I am not ele<Eted, 
nor defigned to fliare of Chrift's purchafc : he did not 
love me, nor die for me. But in regard fccret things 
belong to God, my falvation is at ftake, my need of a 
Saviour is unfpeakable, and the offer is made to me ; I 
have no time to loofe in difputing with the devil and 
unbelief, but I will go to Chrift on the ground I have. 
He tells me he came to Jave finners^ I am fure that is 
my name 5 he loved enemies, that is my name •, he re- 
ceived gifts for the rebellious, that is my name ; and 
now I hear the mafter calling and inviting me in par- 
ticular : Therefore, in fpite of the devil and unbelief, 
and all my guilt, Fll go forward, and accept of Chrift 
as my Saviour and my King ; Til truft him with niv fal- 
vsttion, and believe he loved me^ and ga'oc ViinJclJ f.r me. 

K 2 
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vile and guilty as I am. This eiTay to believe, Lorci^ I 
make in thy ftrengthi and in obedience to thy coift- 
mand : Bur, oh ! n)y mints are weak and feckltfs ! It 
is only the Spirit enlightening my mind, and opesnog 
up the gofpel call and promife to me, faying, Ta you ii 
the ivord of this fahatkn fent ; that determines me to 
make particular application of thy love-offer, by an a6< 
ceptable appropriating faith : Let my help come from 
thee. 

(> Lord, my fins are great and numerous *, but, (hcmli 
I add to them this fin of refufing the remedy, and 
putting away Chrid's love and blood offered to me in 
the gofpel, this would be greater than all the refl ; for 
fo I would bring not only my own. blood, but the giult 
of the blood of God upon my head. This I dare net 
do : how my foul is at the flake, now the -remedy is in 
my offer, my need of it is great, I cannot delay clofing 
trith it, yet a little while and my opportunity is gon^ 
and I mufl change my dwelling for ever ; and how can 
I go any where without my Saviour? Chrifl I muft 
have to teach me, to juf^ify and fan^ify me, none elfe 
can do it, on him all my hetp is laid. How fball I go 
to a communion table without him i How will I go to 
death without him ? How wilt I' go to a judgement feat 
without him ? Lord, my cafe is defperate without thco*, 
wherefore I accept of thy offer, I believe thy love«l 
trufl in thy merits, I apply thy blood, I appropriate thy 
purchafe, and cry. My Lord^ and my God, I confide in 
a fin-pardoning God, and reil on his promife to me, 
through Chrif^'s blood and merits, for life and falvai- 
tion. And though clouds arife, and he fhould thread 
en even to flay me, yet I will trufl in him as one thai 
loved me^ and gave kimfelf for me. 

ObjeEf. But doth not the calling finners to fuch ap- 
propriating acls of faith, encourage the prefumptuobs 
confidence of hypocrites to call God their God, like 
Balaam, Numb. xxii. 1 8. and to continue in fin } Anfw. 
No i thtk gofpel calls do encourage finners to love 
Cod, tQ repent and \ea^€ t\vt\T fttv^ v^^^>^^^^^^ \Rlveve, 
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and tafte fomcthing of God's love to us, we cannot love 
him, nor turn to him, i John iv. ; 9. We loved him^ be-- 
caufe he firjl loved us. And the abufe or prefumptioa 
of hypocrites muft qot hinder the pubiifhing of free 
gofpel offers and promifes^ 

Again, the appropriating faith of believers humbles 
the xreature, deftroys felf-confidence, purifies the heart, 
draws forth the foul in* love to God, and hatred to 
fin ; Whereas the prefumption of hypocrites has no 
fiich effeds. 

. It is the duty then of every man, that hath Chrift'j 
love offers tendered to him to repent and believp the 
gofpel, to fee his loft ftate in Adam, and his need pf 
Chrift, to be well pleafed with his gofpel device, re- 
ceive Chriff in all his offices, to trufl in him. as his Sa- 
viour, and thereupon believe that his fuis are forgiven 
through Ghrift's blood ; and fb. perfuade and affure 
liimfelf that Chrift is hi^, tliat he died for him, and 
that he fhall have life and falvation through him. This 
perfuafion and afiurance being moft neceflary to the 
Iptritual life, it is the great duty of every one to prefi 
forward in the a£ls of faith^ until they attain it, hixh 
being ftill weak and lame without it. But feeing many 
believers have it not always, through prevailing doubts 
and unbelief, it muft furely belong more to the perfeo- 
Xion of fiith, than to the efi[ence of it : Their cafe is 
.like that of a fhipwrecked man that has got hold of a 
plank, he believes the plank is fufHcient to bear him 
up, and keep him fj^om finking, but the blowing ftorm^ 
and his own w^aknefs, make him doubt if his grip be 
faft enough to hold by it. Indeji^JLord, i£ thou djdft 
not take fafter grips of me tha^i^do of thee, my weak 
and flippery fingered faith^ would foon let thee go \ 
but I truft not in my faith,; but in thy faithfulnefs \ I 
truft not in my promifes to thee,, but in thine to mej 
that thou wilt never leave me, nor forfake me. Lord, 
do as thon haft faid > be it to me according to thy word. 
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MEDITATION XXVI. / 

■ From I JobM ir. 19. Wtlnc tim,i!Ciiiit hi /iril Itveitr.' ■'i 

No reafon can. we ^ve why God loved any of A^ 
am'i ncctbnt only beanfc he loved tis : But goodro- 
fon can be ^vea whf «e love God ■, both because he 
he is iofinitely lovely in himfelf, and becaufe he firft 
loved US) smd before we had any thoughts of love to 
him. . O what U our love, but a fmall ilrcam ihat flows 
from and retunu again to the ocean of hU love I God'i 
love to ot if the fourcet the incentive, the motive^ aitd 
moral caufe of oor love to him. We can never lorp 
God, until fome rayi of his evcrlafting love break out 
to us I for confcieiice of guilt, and fears of wrath, dd 
rather incline as to hate him, and flee irom him as aa 
enemy, than to love hi^ and draw near to him : But 
the breaking out of the beams of God's ancient and 
preventing love to us io Jefus Chrift, makes way fof 
breaking the enmity of our beans, ^nd brioging in xh» 
heavenly fire of love to him. The Jerious cunjideratio)l:< 
of God's eternal free love to us, poor, wretched, aii4 
unlovely creatuiest and his loving us at fuch a rate, aa 
to feek and conrt out love at the expenfe of his SfVi't,- 
bloody is the moft powerful motive in the world to 1 
gage and draw out our love to him -, and the more 
have of the laith or feelings of this love, the waroH 
ftill will our love to him be. God'; redeeming love^ 
difplayed to men doth obfcure all*the fecming gloriti; 
of this world, ai much at the meridian fun doih darken, 
candles or Anallcr fires j and foon convinces us, that 
there is nothing that defcrses our affeftions but God' 
and Chrift. No man that ever tafted the fweetM^:. 
but fi{^ hi) heart warmed with love to him again, '-ht- 
forgiven foul cannot read his pardon hot with tears jpf- 
love and joy; and ftill there is much love where madl- 
Is forgiven. ^We hyt Urn, htemfi bt firfi bmd us. * 

Lm^f at thy call, 1 go to thy table to admire and 
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Jive thanks for God's preventing love vented to mart 
n the councils of peace, the covenant of redemption, 
.n the incarnation^ the death, the blood, and righteouf- 
tiefs of our God Redeemer. O amazing love ! I ad- 
[nire it in the antiquity of it : God's love is from all 
Jternity ; his thoughts were long fet upon man before 
lie had a being. I admire The frcenefs and undeferv- 
sdnefs of this love j there was nothing in man to en- 
gage his love ; he faw nothing in him but poverty, 
debt, impotency and deformity ; yea, man was fo far 
from defcrving any love from God, that he deferred 
all hatred, as being loathfome and full of enmity ; hav- 
ing razed out the image of God, and got Satan'is fet up 
in its room ! Yet, even then, God loved him fo, as to 
give his deareft beloved Son to die for him; O, did 
God love man when utterly unworthy of his love ! and 
ihall not we love God, who infinitely deferves all our 
afieAion, as being in himfelf entirely amiable, and al*- 
together lovely ; and likewife as afFe^ionate to us, as 
he "is lovely in himfelf ! Lord Jefu?, I admire the 
ftrength and ardency of thy love ! Many waters of af^ 
Sidtion did not quench it, and the floods of wrath that 
^ent over thee could not drown it ! Strong was that 
ove that made thee engage, and carried thee tlirough 
ti fuffering the pains both of the firft and fecond death 
n our ftead ! Oh, I am afhamed and afflifted for my 
ittle love to thee ! I marvel at the conflancy and fted* 
aftnefs of thy love, that it continues firm to thy pco- 
>lc from everlafling to cverlaf^ing : and that it is never 
dtcred by all the unkind returns, provocations, and in- 
gratitude thou meeteft with from them. I wonder at 
he fruits and effefts of thy love ! O how great ! how 
wect ! how numerous ! Who can value or fet them 
brth : Such as, " quenching the fire of juftice, dif- 
« arming the law of its curfes, bruifing the ferpent's 
« head^ pAjing believer's debt, obtaining for them re*- 
•generation, pardon of fin, peace with God, peace 
« with confcience, peace with angels, adoption into 
< God's family, juftification, fanftification^ all tba ^-aL- 
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er ? O let me never again wittingly walk ip the road 
that leads to it. Have I foen htm ftniggtiDg m an 
agony to open heaven's gates £01* me ? O let pie never 
turn my back on heaven, and teil him thereby he might 
have, faved his labour. G let his boundlefs love. ii:^rn 
my heart more and more with iQve to him ! Mayjhe ) 
charms of bi3 love triumph ovjer all thie charms of .fill's / 
pleafures and Satan's devices, and kjndle iuch a ficQ^ f 
love in my heart> as will burn up all my luiis Uke mb- ; 
ble. Amen. 



MEDITATION XXVIL ' 

From Psalm cixvi. 5. ffBey thai fiw in tears, fiall'rea^ '*i^ 

The fowing time .of God's people is all. herey hot 
their reaping time is but partly here, and far more ful- 
ly hereafter. Here they fow very much in tears ; there 
is need for it : this feed-time is the moft promifing of 
any. Men love a dry ieed-time, but God loves wet 
feed-times be(l ; a wet Awing-time dpth promife a hiv- 
veft of joy, whereas a dry one portends a harvcft -of for- 
row. Wo to them that laugh now, they Jhall iveep^ . . If 
men do not begin with tears, they (hall end with thcoi; 
if they weep not now, they (hall weep and wail^ ibd 
gna(h their teeth hereafter. . Godly weeping is a good 
iign of fpirittial life. If a child, when born, was heard 
to cry., it is reckoned a legal proof of its living \ but li 
not^ it is accounted (Vill-born or dead. Alas, the nuov- 
ber-of fiill-born children in the church is great I few 
itre heard cry or ieen weep, in a godly fort, if compared 
with thofe who do not. There be many who pour ^ 
tears on worldly occaflocs, but few on fpiritual ac- 
counts. If a child die, we can mourn and weep ovrr 
!nm, but who mourns for ChrifV as for an only fon? 
Who weeps for (in that pierced him ? Oh, how Ihtlc 
are wc ajffedled with thefufferings of our dear Redeem- 
er / Our ears arc fo aecu&otn^di to \!tw^ \vewm^ rf 
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Chrift's love, his agonies, his wounds, hb blood, his 
death, that they are become words of a common found, 
and make little impreffion on us, though they be the 
itioft awful and moving things that ever the world heard 
of. Thou, Lord, art prefent at facraments^ thou ob- 
ferveft our tears, and corned with thy bottle to receive 
and preferve them ; but, oh, how empty is it of tears, 
for the moft part, of gofpel hearers ! and how few are 
the tears which are dropt in it by communicants them* 
felves ! 

Lord, I am afhamed of the hardnefs and unconcem- 
edhefs of my heart, and thewofiil dryneft of my eyest 
Shall the rocks about Jerufalem rend fooner at Chrill^s 
fufferings than my rocky heart ? Shall others weep 
and fow in tears, when Chrift's wounds and blood arc 
fet before them, and 1 continue ftupid and hardened ? 
Shall the hiftory of Jofeph in the pit, move my heart 
more than that of Chriil upon the crofs P Lord, look 
Upon my ftony heart with pity, look it into ftreams cf 
penitential tears ; give me fuch a look as thou gaveft 
Peter when he denied thee ; a look that may caufe me 
to weep and weep bitterly at the remembrance of my 
fins that pierced thee. If I have not openly denied my 
Saviour, furely I have (hamefully forgot him, and for- 
faken him in my heart : I have had a deep hand in all 
his fufierings. When my dear Lord was in the garden 
' YwcJrting blood, neither Jew nor Gentile, Judas nor 
'Pilate, were there to caufe it : but oh, my unbelief, my 
pride, my carnality, my. hypocrify, my finful words and 
adions were there, and with their weight prcfft d hini 
to the ground, and brought that fearful agony and 
fweat upon him. My diffimulation was the traitor^s 
kifs, my ambition the thorny crown, my drinking up 
iniquity like water, the portion of gall and vinegar ^ 
my want of tears caufed him to <hed both tears and 
blood : my forfaking God made him to be forfaken of 
tiod i my foul's being exceeding guilty made his foul 
eiCceeding heavy ! Oh, what means then the hardnefs 
t>f my hearty and ^rjndi of my eyes, when thrfc vh^VEi^ 

Jji 
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are fet before me ! Is it that weeping is defigned for 
me hereafter, where tears fliall never be dried up-? 
Lord, ftvc me, for Chrift's fake, from hell's tears, and. 
give grace to prevent them by fowing tears now in the 
proper feafon. 

So long as I am in the valley of ^ears, there are ma- 
ny xeafons for fowing the feed of tears. I fee many 
grounds for them, may a glance (^ them be a means of 
mehing my heart, and filling my eyes with tears. 
Tears for my woful apofiacy from God in Adam, 
whereby I am banidied from God, have loft his jmage 
and countenance, and am fallen under iiis wrath and 
curfe. Tears for the woful corruption of my nature;, 
my enmity againftGod, and the manifold plagues of my 
heart, as ath^ifm, ignorance, pride, unbelief, hardneis, 
hypocrify, formality, &c. Tears for the fins of my 
life, open and fecret, of omiffion and commifiion, of 
light and Ignorance, which are more in number than 
the hairs of my head, and many of them very heinous 
becaufe of feveril aggravations ; of all which I may 
have an affe&ing view, by reading our Larger Cate- 
chifm upon the ten commandments. Tears upon the 
remembrance of Chrift's love, in buffering and dying 
in my room, to wa(h away my fins and fave me firom 
hell. Surely the thoughts of this love may infiame the 
coldeft breaft, melt the hardeft 4ieart, and make the 
drieft conftitution run .down with tears. It was thil 
that made Mary Magdalen's eyes gufh out fo plentiiiil- 
Iv with tears of love and joy, as were enough to waft 
ter Saviour's feet. Tears for the abufe of God's hr 
therly ^OQdnefs, mercy, and patience towards me, a 
finfal hell deferving creature. This confideration, 
melted the Prodigal's heart, and made him cry, Father^ 
J have ftnned againjl heaven^ <ind in thy Jtght^ and am m 
more worthy to be called thy pn, David's undeferved 
kiiidnefs made even a hard hearted Saul to lift .up his 
voice and weep, and will not God's kindnefs, which is 
infinitely greater and freer, make me drop fome filent 
tears at bis hply table ?^ Tcarsj becaufe of the frowns 



SACRAMENTAL SiEDITATlONSV l^H 

of my heavenly Father, the tokens of his difpleafurc, 
his chaftifements, and even his chiditigs, and (haking 
the rod at me : Thefe will meft the heart of a child, 
whofe nature is kindly and ingenuous, while the ftub^ 
born will (}and it againft many ftrokes. David, though- 
9 man of the great eft valour againft his enemies, yer, 
^whcn he faw God was angry with him in Abfalom^s re- 
bellion, he wept like a^ child before the enemy while 
.going up Olivet, 2 Sam. xv. 30. and feemed to have no 
courage at all. Again, I ought to fow in tears for the 
diihonours done to God by the fins of others, and ef- 
pecially when damnable herefies and blafphemies are 
vented againft God* And likewiib tears for the mife- 
riesand perifhing condition of others. And efpecially 

• tears- of fympathy with God's people in affli£\ion. Fo«Li. 
I read of Chrift himielf, David, Hezekiah, Joftah, Jer- 
emiah, and other faints fowing futh tears. Well then 

'may this world be called a valley of tears. 

V Befides all thefe, it is well pleafing to God when 
Ghriftians fow tears of tendernefs in renewing covenant 
iwith him, in prayer, in hearing the word, in commu- 
-nicating and commemorating the death and fuSerings 
of Chrift for their fins. This laft is a fpecial ieafon 

-for fowing tears^ according: to Zcch. xii. 10. O ftiall 

• Chriftians be more fparing of their tears for Chrii^, 

■ than Ghrift was of his blood for them ? Wc cry out 
agoinft^ the Jews and Romans as hard hearted men for 
•piercing Chrift, and being unconcerned at his fufFer- 
ings. But what fofter are our hearts, if we can fee 

: how our fins puts him to death, and not be grieved nor 
weep? Lordi fend thy Spirit to touch my heart, and 
then it will melt into a ftream of tears for fin, that 
curfed thing that butchered the Lamb of God. O let 

■ this be my weeping time, and feed time of tears, that 
hereafter I may reap in joy. Alas, my feed time h 
fcrimp and infignificant, O let not my harveft be pro- 

- portioned to it. Lord, though I have not tears enough 
J .^with Mary to wafli;thy feet, yet thou haft blood enough 
to w»{b my fcet^ aiy heart, my hands, vsvj ic^%> ^^^ "^ 
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my duties, *and to make me and them acceptable and 
favoury to God, fo that I may reap in joy with his peo- 
ple above, and Aand there as a monument of free grate 
for ever. 

Many, after fowing the precious feed of tears at 
communion feafons, have even had their reaping times 
here below, as an earned and RrH fruits of the fall har- 
veft above. Lord, make me acquainted both with -the 
fowing and reaping of penitent believers in this world^ 
that I may have good hope, through grace, of fharidg 
with them in the harveft of glory hereafter, even the 
full enjoyment of God in heaven, eternal communioQ 
with the glorious Trinity, with the faints and holy aa- 
gels. Let me know what it is, after a ktd time of 
tears, to reap even in ordinances here below, the clear- 
ing of my evidences of grace, and the evidences of my 
interefl in Chrifl, and in the well ordered covenant. 
Let me reap the lifting up of the light of thy counte* 
nance upon me, which will put more joy in my heart 
than worldlings have when they reap corn and wine tn 
the grca-ed plenty. Le* me fee my name written ia 
heaven before I go thither, that my paflage may be joy^" 
ful in the midft of tears. Let me reap even here new 
fupplies of grace, ftrength to bear crofles, and refift 
temptations i give me gracious returns of prayer, and 
viftory over my corruptions, that I may fing with tke^ 
Ffalmift, Pfal. cxxxviii. 3. In the day when I cried thm^ 
anpweredfl me ; and Jlrenphenedfi me with Jlrength in mj 



MEDITATION XXVIIL 

From Rev. 1 5. Unto him thai Ivoed vs, and washed us from our *m» 
in his oivn iieod. 

The love of Chrift in becoming man, and fhedding' 

his blood to ranfom and fave finners of mankind will 

be the eternal (bng of iVit Tedttixut^.'&^N^^^x^d wbf 
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ftiould they not begin this fong here "below ! Nevet 
was there fuch matter for fongs of praife as the unfath- 
omable love of Jefus. His name is love : and therefore 
it is to me as ointment poured forth. Til remember 
fais love more than wine. HLs nature is love, his 
words and aAions were love, he preached and praAifed 
Ipve ; he lived in love, was fick of love, and died . for 
love. O what thoughts fhould I have of this free and 
undeferved love of the glorious Son of God, who was 
intreated by no man, and even hated of all men ; yet 
in his free love intreats and undertakes for man ; fay- 
ing. Though he be my enemy, Til be both his furety 
and facrifice, Til drink the cup of wrath, be made fin 
and a curfe for him. Til pour out all my blood and 
die for him. O how ftiall I fpeak of this aftonifhing 
love to thy enemies ! To have fpared our lives had 
been great mercy, but to give thy life for ours is love 
unfpeakable ! Oh ! Lord, thou haft found me in my 
enmity, and loved me ! When my hand was lifted up 
againft thee, thy arms were open to embrace ! Nay, 
thou haft opened thy loving heart to iheltcr rebels who 
trode thee under foot f Thy heart burned with love to 
them who crwelly pierced it 1 Thy bowels yearned to- 
wards thofe that raked in them bloody hands ! Surely 
eternity itfclf will be fhort enough to celebrate the 
praifes of our glorious Emmanuel, who loved us, and 
wafhed us from our fins in his awn blood. Worthy 
is our flain, bleeding Lamb, of eternal Hallelujahs 
from men and angels. Lord, fit my heart for thefc 
new fongs. 

O never was there fuch a miracle of condefcendiiig 
love to the fons of men, as this of the eternal Son of 
God 5 his becoming man to fufFer hell for them, and 
pour out his blood to waflx them from fin, that kindles 
hell fire againft them. Glory to the Lamb for his fire; 
quenching blood, and for his preventing love that kept 
me from feeling of this fire ! O how would this love 
have affefted me, if juftice had fent qae to helU atld 
kept iue there one year, or one mon\\\^ ox Wx. o^t.^'zc^^ 

L 2 
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Surely, bne day in hetl would have made me prize and 
praile redeeming love and redeeming blood at another 
rate than nowf I do. Or had I feen the damned in 
their mifery, defpairing and without hope ! Or had I 
feen my agonizing Saviour tn the garden fweating blood 
for me ; or feen him dying on the crofs, pouring i( 
out at five big wounds to the very laft drop, to walh 
away fin ! O would not I then have valued the great 
remedy and falvation he now tenders to me ! And is 
not all this which I now hear in the Word, and fee 
reprefented in the facramenti as true, as real, and ca> 
tain, as if I had feen it with my eyes ? 

And now when I go to behold Chrin: dying and 
bleeding in this holy reprefentation, even the Lamb of 
God facrificed and flaughtered for my fins; Lord, 
touch my heart that it may be fuitaUy affected with 
the iight, fo as intenfely to love my blefied Savioiir» 
and to hate my curfed fins. O how fhould I, at this 
occafion be covered with fhame and loath myfelf, who 
have both procured the death of Chrift by fin^ and 
finned againfl his death, by flighting his blood and 
neglefting his great falvation. Oh ! I am chargeable 
both with the guilt of Chrift's blood, and of murdering 
my own foul. O pardon and deliver me from blood gml' 
finefsy Gody thou God of my^ falvation. 

My fins have indeed fhed the blood of Chrift, lmt| 
Lord> impute not the guilt, but the merit of this blood 
to me. Lord, what prcfit is there in my blood ? Sur^ 
ly the leaft drop of thy dear Son*s blood is of moie 
value than a fea of nune. A whole fea of It cannot 
wafli away one fin, but, Lord, thou calleft me to look 
into the Lamb's blood that taketh away the fins of a 
world. • Oh, is not this blood more powerful to waft 
ir.e, than my fins are to defile me ? Is not its virtues di 
freih fiill as when it dropped from his wounds on* the 
tree, or in the day when it cleanred 3000 at once? Is 
Dot thy Son's blood a fufiicient fatisfac^ion for all my 
l(}n$y a full price for my redemption ? O my foul, thou 
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lution ; this is the only well of falvation, and fountain 
of life 1 O canft thou fee Chrift's blood runnings and 
not deiire to be bathed in it ! Now the cleanfing and 
healing -ftreams run on both fides of the table ; now 
let me apply and live, let me bring all my fores and 
plagues to the ftreams, my blind eyes, my deaf ears, 
my weak hands, my feeble knees, my hard heart, my 
cold afie^lions, my unbelieving and doubting mind, my 
leprous and unclean foul. Lord, this blood has wafhed 
away the plague fpots, and ftains of many thoufands^ 
who are now praifing the Lamb for it : Oh, let me be 
joined to the number, that I may alfo iing to him that 
k)ved and wafhed me. 

O bleeding Lamb, If thou nuilt^ thou canjl make me 
clean : O let that blood, which gufhed from thy heart 
and fide, but drop on my foul, and it will cleanfe me 
from all fin. And when thou art pleafed to come to 
me in the facrament in flreams of blood, O raife me 
up, that I may meet thee with flreams of tears, tears 
of repentance^ love, and gratitude. O let me not be 
more fparing of my tears for Chrift, than he was of 
his blood for me. David's kindnefs made even a hard 
hearted Saul lift up.iiis voice and weep, and will not 
Chrift's kiadnefs, which is infinitely greater, make mc 
drop at leafl fdme filent tears ? 

^:. O how dreadful a thing muft it be to rejeft this 
remedy ! Surely juftice will not fpare them that tram- 
ple, under foot the blood of the Son of God : If juflice 
was inexorable when he himfelf prayed, if it be pojjible^ 
let. this cup pafs ; how will he fpare me, or hear the cry 
of thofe who rejeA his blood and facrifice ? How is it 
pofiible that the cup of .wrath can pafs from them who 
do it ? Noy they mufl drink it for ever themfelves ! 
JLord, fave me from rejeding this blood. / heliev^^ 
Lardy heif my unbelief. 
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MEDITATIOxN XXIX. 

From Luke XV. i8, 19. father ^ 1 have ftnned agatnfi heaven^ MRdii' 
f9r€ tbee^amdam mo more njooftby to be called thy son. 

Father : Ah> I may be afhamed to call thee To,, 
confidering what a difobedient and unthankful child I 
have been. I am a moft wretched prodigal, I left thy 
houfe and prefence, and went into a far country ; far 
from thee, my blifs and happinefs. But now. Father, 
behold me defiring to come back as a poor penitent, 
mourning, and returning prodigal. I come from a fii^ 
country indeed, I come from the land of fin and dark- 
ncfs 5 I come from the frontiers of hell, from the vtr^ 
borders of the burning lake ! Ah, foolifh creature that 
I am. How have I forfaken thee the fountain of living 
waters. How fond have I been of broken cifterns, and 
in love with filthy puddl« f O the bafenefs, the dif- 
ingenuity, the ingratitude that I have been guilty of. 
I have refilled thy power, defpifed thy wifdom, under- 
valued thy goodnefs ! Father of mercies, I now fee 
what an evil thing and bitter it is to forfake the Lord. 
Holy Lord Jefus, I now fee what indignities I have done 
againfl thee ! Thy bleffed body was dreadfully torn 
with nails upon the crofs, and thy precious blood liihtf> 
manly fpilt by thy crucifiers ! But oh ! have not I oc* ' 
caiioned more grief and forrow to thee by my mani- 
fold fins againft light and love ? They crucified thee 
but once, but I have crucified thee day after day ! They 
crucified thee becaufe they knew thee not ; but I havfc 
known thee what thou art in thyfelf, the Lord of gltf- 
ry, and what thou art to me, a tender and merciful 
Father 5 yet I have continued to crucify thee afref^. 
O Holy Spirit, I have refifted thy ftrivings, quenched 
thy motions, demoliflied thy work, and put thee away 
grieved. But, Lord, I condemn my folly, and fee my 
miiery. Oh, what have I gained by offending thee ? 
nothing but fhame and confu&^oti) i^xz^ ttembling, and 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATI0K8. 129 

lorror ! O what fruit had I in thofe things thereof 
I am now afhamed ! 

But, Father, I have heard of thy compaiHons to the 
[uilty when they confefi,and forfake, and turn to thee : 
WTierefore, though I am afhamed, like the publican, 
o lift up my eyes to heaven : yet, let me with humble 
Magdalen, come behind thee weeping, and waih thy 
set with my tears, and kifs them. And let me hear 
be news of pardon from thy mouth. Thoucameft^ 
^ord, not to call the righteous, but ikiners to repent- 
nee ; and of tbefe I am chief. Lord, I am full of dif* 
afes, full of wounds, full of plague fores, full of weak- 
efs and infirmities, full of fins and pollutions. Here, 
iOrd, is work for thy ftrong hand, work for thy won- 
er working blood : O ftretch out thy hand ^nd fave. 
^Qthevy lam no more worthy to he called thy fon^ make me 
stme of thy hired fervants ; and thou knoweft no hire, 
lO wages will fatisfy me butlhyfelf ; Lord, give me 
[lyfelfsbe thou my exceedin^jpreat reward. 

Lord, I am fo vile a creature, that I may fear to come 
nd prefent a petition to thee upon, the knee, and far 
aore to come and fie down with thee at thy holy ta- 
lie: If John Bap tifi,^ faint of the firft magnitude, 
bought himfeif not Worthy to ftoop down and loofe 
he latchet pf thy fhoes, fh^l I, who am laden with 
iDsr, adventure to that holy feaft, where angels wait as 
Diniftering fpirits ? But, Lord, in thy compaffion re- 
cive me, that cometh not to excufe, but to acpufe my- 
elf, with eyes caft down, fmiting on my bread with the 
>ublican, iorrf, be merciful to me a firmer. Thou didft 
;racioufly accept of the publican's prayer, of Mary Mag- 
lal^n's tears, the faith of the thief on the crofs, the re- 
«ntance of Peter, and thofe that crucified thee. By 
hefe inftances of thy mercy, I am encouraged to draw 
lesir to thee : O fend me not away empty, left I faint 
>y the way \ but fatisfy my needy foul with the food of 
hjr heavenly banquet, that I may receive fpiritual 
Irength and nouriOiment to eternal life. 

Jjord, hear my cry, and hide not thy £act ?toia ts«. 
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When Manaffch cried to thee, thou hadft refpeJi ti) 
his prayer : When the Ninevites humbled themiclves 
before theci thou waft intreated ; yea, thou inviteft the I 
moft crimfon and fcarlet coloured iinners, to come ani) | 
reafon with thee^ and afiures them, thou wilt cafr dot 
none that come. Many thoufands, who have expe^ 
enced the truth of thy word, are, at this hour, fingiiig 
thy praiiesy and exalting thy free grace. Lord, do thou 
make me alfo a monument of thy h'ee g<-ace to all eter- 
nity. 

AI^, I may be afhamed to fpealc of mercy and grace, 
who have fo long abufed thy grace, and trampled on 
the blood that ihould fave me. O that I could mourn 
and weep all my life for it. Oh, what (hall I do with , 
my flony heart that will not break and melt for 'abof- H 
ing God's mercy, and trampHng ChrifFs blood ! ' . Oks < 
ihall I mourn and weep for a dead corpfe, or depiifted i 
friend, and not moiirnAr a dead heart, or for Go9% 
departing from me !' onall the dear Son of God Weep 
fweat, and bleed for us-, and we not weep for ourlehtS) 
or for our fins, that pierced his head with thorns, his 
hands with nails, and his fide with a fpear, and his 
heart with forrows. Lord J^bS} I look to thee for a 
penitent heart, feeing thou telleft me, thou art ea^toi 
for this very end, to give repentatice to Ifrael. 

Lordy what is many that thou art mindful of him^ vH 
what am I, the unworthieil of men> that thou fhouldA 
call me to fit with thy children at thy table,, who'«n 
unworthy as a dog to creep under it ; yea, calleft ine 
to eat the bread of angels, who am not worthy to cat 
• the bread of men } Amazing love ! that God {hooid 
court thofe to obedience, whom he can peremptorily 
command to it \ and, in cafe of difobedience, punift 
indantly in hell 5 that he fhould take poor (laves, con- 
demned to the prifon of hell, and make them crowned 
kings in heaven, that he (hould not only be willing to 
dwell in fleOi, but alfo to give us this flefli for our food ; i 
that he jfhould not on\y fave us from hell, but even I 
leave his throne in heaven, ^nd\ofe\vv&\\l^ wvtar^^^^^ \ 
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enthrone us m his kingdom ! Thefe are prodigies of 
lovet which fhould engage us to love our Saviour, and 
mourn for fin while we live. Lord Jefus, pity a relent- 
ing, returning prodigal; take him home, and make 
him thy fervant for ever. It is highly juft, that I 
ihpuld offer up myfelf a living facrifice to my Redeem- 
ear» who offered up hunfelf a dying facrifice for my ro- 
demotion* 



MEDITATIOxN XXX. . 

From Song i. 4. iVe "will remember thy 'love. 

'I. GO, blefled Jefus, at thy call, to remember thy love 
,%X .thy holy table ; thy words have an aw^ibund in 
my ears. Do this 4n rememhrame (f we, 1 i« much in 
tliiem ) in obediepce to them I'll do thi^in remembrance 
:0f thy dwelling in fleih; 4n o^mory of thy love that 
carried. thee to (he manger, tcflhe garden, and to the 
orofsi.for me \ in memory of the infinite price of thy 
'l^lood which thou didft ihed ; in memory of the vifto- 
-ry o_btained by it aver the enemies of my foul ; in me- 
mory of the deliver anG|||from wrath, and the immortal 
glory thou haft purchased by it for me : Though thou 
didft. die* and lie in the grave, yet thy love fhall ever 
y^vein my heart. Glory to thee, thou zvt now alive ia 
in heaven ; O come and live with me 5 let thy love ne- 
-¥er be one moment out of my view. I blefs thee for 
thi^ laftign memorial of thy love. 

I lookm this facrament as no real or proper^facri- 
£cce, as many do, but only as a reprefentation or com- 
memoration of the real facrifice Chrift offered on the 
erois. . I do no more at the Lord's table, than what 
<Jhrift dlid at it : Since he offered no facrifice at the 
table, neither do 1. He only did commemorate that 
iacrifice he was going to offer ; and the fame, and no 
«iore, do L If any fliould fay, that Chrift offered a 
ti:cal dicrifice^ when he inftituted this facrament^ ihea 
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the oblation on the crofs would have been fuperfluous, 
becaufe finners would have been redeemed by thatpf 
the fupper which went before. 

' Now is the time for a folemn commemoration of Ay 
love : Oh| fhall I be unmindful of thy love at this 
feaftf when thou waft fo mindful of me at it, made thj 
teftamenty put me in it, and left me precious legacies to 
caufe me to remember thee ; fuch as, life and ligh^ 
pardon and peace, righteoufnefs and ftrength, grace 
and glory. O how heroic, how generous and free, h 
thy love to finful worms ! We had done nothing to 
oblige thee ; nothing faweft thou in us to engage thy 
love to us^ but much didft thou fee in us to incenle 
thee againft us. When we were without ftrength, uib* 
godly finners, and enemies,, thou lovedft us, and diedft 
for us. Cheater love hath no man than this^ to lay dAtm 
his life forhis friends ; but far greater love hath God- 
raan, who laid down his life for his enemies ! O what 
fhall I think of this love j It had been wonderful l6ve 
in an angel to have ftoriJ)ed to be united to a lump of 
earth, and therein fuflPered for us, though it could not 
have paid our debt. But, O my foul, here is one more 
valuable than all the angels in heaven, that has ftooped 
to do it I ^he Word nvas madefiefijy and dnvch am.ngus \ 
When I was, like Ifaac, bound on the altar, he freely 
offered himfelf to be made a facrifice to fatisfy jufiice 
for me ; Father, faid he, Lo I come ^ to do thy nvill ItOtt 
delight ! 

' Remember this love, O my foul, the Son of God is 
becon^e the fon of man for thee, that thou -niighteft be 
raifed to the dignity of the fon of God ! He that was 
infinitely rich, for my fake became poor, that I, a poor 
naked creature, might become rich and well clothed. 
How can I look on the incarnation and birth of my 
Redeemer, and not remember his love with wonder ! 
Can I behold the manger his bed, and riot adore the 
love that brought him to lie in it ? O how low were 
the circumftances of the heir of heaven. When he came 
to hjoura on earth, who had neither a hoitfe to live iDj 
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nor an eftate to live uppb, but muft be fubfifted By the 
liorpitality of others, and frequently his fare was very 
mean. Amazing prodigy of divine love I God ftoops 
■to dwell in fleih, and gives us his flefh to feed upon in 
the facrament ! He not only pardons our fins, and faves 
'iis from iyA\ ; but leaves his throne in heaven, lofes 
.his life on earth, and wades through hell to enthrone 
us in his kingdom, and make us crowned kings for 
ever. BlefTed be the Lord that gives me a commun- 
ton-fabbath to remember this love. What fliall I ren- 
.der to thee for it i A day of glad tidings ! Thou haft 
/often on fuch a day, vifited the earth and watered it, 
and .made it rich with thy fliowers. May thy grace 
/iand Spirit drop on us this day, like rain on the mown 
.^rafs. 

Lord, I am not wonhy to touch the threfhold of thy 
lioufe, and yet thou calkft me to thy table. Not wor- 
thy to (land among thy fervants, and yet thou wouldft 
have me fit with my Redeem«f. Not worthy to lie at 
J:hy footftool, and yet thou woulft make my heart thy 
throne. Not worthy to eat the bread of men, and yet 
thou called me to eat the bread of angels ! O love 
worthy to be remembered to all generations ! Lord en- 
iighten my eyes, and give me a clearer view of thy love, 
than ever I got ; and while I am mufing on it, let the 
fire- burn ; (J make my heart burn within me with love 
to him that loved \is. 

. O my foul, confider the greateft of Chrift's love in 
. tlic cup he drank for thee ! How legible is it in his 
tears and prayers, his groans and cries, his agor.y and 
Cweat, his wounds and blood, and all for us ? O let this 
matchlefe love beget in me the warmeft love and affec- 
tion to him that loved us 1 O let the fire of Chrift's 
love burn up my lufts and worldly love like itubbleV 
and remove the coldnefs of my heart to him ! Oh, 
that I could weep bitterly, that I cannot. bring this vile 
heart of mine to love the Lord Jefus more ! Ob, fliall 
I throw away my a'fit&ions upon every worthlefs ob- 
• jec\, and yet have none for the \oNt\\t& c}o^&. t!l ^^ 

M 
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•<whole creation of God ; and yet one that would needs- 
die for me, to become my ranfom, facrifice^ and atoned 
ment? Is It the cbara£ler of thofe who areChstfth 
fpoufe ? Is it the charaAer of the whole army of mar- 
tyrs, and of every believer, to love Chrift, and flul 
not I love him too ? Oh, the virgins love thee, the nft^ 
right love thee.; and every one of them cry, O tim 
fwhotn my foul loveth ; and ihali not I .join tboft chafe 
lovers ? Or fhall I be expofed to the terrible fate of 
thofe who want love to Chrift ? i Cor. xvi. 22. Iftalj 
man love not the Lord Jefus Chriflj let him be AnaSnimSi 
Maranatha. O tliat 1 could exprefs my love to him \fk 
adorations and praifes, in defiring his prefence, loiAi^ 
his members, promoting his kingdom on earths aMt: 
longing to be with him for ever. 
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from Ifa. liii. 5. He -was *wounded for out irans^ressicnt, ' 1 

How amazing is the love of God to fallen man, ifi 
taking a body to be pierced and wounded for him. 
Man did caft off die image of his Maker, and became 
a rebel and run away fiom^God : And, behold^, hii 

. Maker takes on him man's image, to rei^ore him.agA. i 
to favour.: Yea, he aflumes our nature, when attl^ \ 
loweftj that fo he might iigh, groan, grieve, weep,;f(ii> 
row, fweat, bleed, and die for undone man ; and lie 
did this, to raife him from ^his miferable (^ate, to a hap- 
pier condition than he .was in before hisfall. HadlMt 
God become man, -we could not have enjoyed him ft 
nearly, fo familiarly as we may do now. 1 he enjoyment 
of God asa-Redcem^r, ahufband, a brother, is another 
manner of enjoyment of him than of <Jod as a Creai 
tor. Though we ruined rourfelves, and fell under 
wrathi yet God, by the incarnation has recovered u% 
and made us up far above all we had to lofe. But, 

ere -this J)e done, he muft nol oti\^\i^ tcv^^Wv V«a 
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dHuft be wounded for and by man's fins ; yea,^ wounds 
ed.to death, and crucified, before man could be rsufed 
vp to live with God. 

Many, yea innumerable, were the wounds my God 
Ke^eemer received for me \ as by the thorns that pricks 
6d hi3 head, by the pincers that plucked his hair, by 
tbe fcourge that tore and furrowed his back ; befides 
Ae five big wounds made in his hands and feet by the 
Sofor nails, and in his fide by the fpear ; and the many 
wounds given his foubby the curfes of the law. New, 
ail theie wounds are opened as fb many mouths to call 
ua to flee into them for fafety from the fword of juf- 
tfce- \ Now th^ wounds wereunfpeakably painful, be- 
ipg CQvenomed by our fins. Crucifying, in itfelf was 
an exceeding painful death ^ the four big nails where- 
oif the body hung, pierced the moft finewy and nervous 
parts of the body, and confequenlly moft fenfible of 
pain : * And hence the Romans exprefled torment by a 
word borrowed from the crofs y and make cruclnte fig- 
nify to torment. Thus- was our innocent Saviour 
wounded on the crofs, cruciate or tormented, and all to 
five us from eternal torments. 

Aftoniftiing fight ! The eternal Son of God, whom 
all the angels worfhip, wounded to death, hung by 
foils oar a crofs, tortured andnracked for feveral hours, 
ii^w ^^ ^^ mean time, loaded with reproach and fcorn 
jrom thofe he died for ! Never fuch a fight as this J .it 
ftriick terror in the whole creation. The fun hid its 
firc;e,. and could not behold it, the vail of the temple 
«eiit in twain, the eartji quaked, the rocks rent, the 
4e2id were moved, and their graves opened : And even 
his enemies were ftruck with amazement, and made to 
ihrink and fay. Truly this ivas a righteous perfm ; this 
was the Son of God. O my foul, employ all tiiy facul- 
ties, all thy thoughts, to ftudy, pore, and penetrate in- 
to this awful fubjeft ; it dcferves the profoundeft re- 
gpird and clofeft attention : Hence the great apoftle de- 
termined to ftudy and know nothing but ^t. 

This amazing tragedy ought to CTt^l^ \Xi taR. >!s^^ 
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sreateft abhorrence of fiot the canfe of U, Nncr fsa 

nn 'Appear unore exceeding fijifnl, and hateful, than is 
i' ^ woaadiog and crucifying of the Son of God. Out 
i^nfgreffions were the naib and j'pear that wounded his 
iacrcd body, and the fword ftat pierced his foal. 
Thefe were the Jadn that betrayed him, the foldters 
dut bound him, blindfolded^ apfl mocked him, the I^- 
late that condemoed himi the executioners that nailed 
him to the curfed tree : It wat our iins that put the 
fword in.htt enemie^ hands* H^ became a curfe for 
- ui. AH the dcrifion, mockery, and contempt \ all ibe 
pain, lufiering, and foiT»w he eii{tiired, did proceed 
frqpl oijr fini : thefq brought him to the crofs, arj to 
'thejRPSre. Let us then turn our hatred, and difcharge 
our fierceA indignation againll our dns, let them be 
our unSon and dread for ever ; let me always look 
gnfigHl(it crucified Christ nth horror and trembling. 
Never nich an inftance of the ftriiftneii and feverity of 
God's jnflice, and of his. abhmrence of Cn, as here. 
He would not fpare his dear Son, when he flood in 
the roam of flnncrs, nor fpare him one Uripe or wound 
when he cried ; but 1« hkn bleed and die, till fin was 
fully atoned for. Can I fee this and not cry, O curfed 
iin ! murderer (^ the Son. ffG«d} away with it, a^gf 
with it ;, crucify- tt, cmdfi it. -"•■■itt itt ' 

.. O my foul, ^e the evil of fio m the glals of ^^nllhj 
wounds and fuSerings in bis body and foul. - S^iiP^ 
fin, what haft thou done ! Thou hafl provoked tt^ - 
God of heaven to fiery indignation : Thou baft ^iUfj 
the Frince of life, turned angels into devili, filled .tlw 
earth with iroublei, and hell with preciotu foul* L^^ 
■Djr body had killed niy &ther, would I embrace -tfae 
mordercr^ or love the dagger that was belineared wji^ 
\m Idood ? But what are.jdl my relations to. my Loa^ 
my love, that was crucified I O that my eyes were fo^u^ 
raos of tears, that I might weep day and ntght for 1117 
fins that flew my Saviour. Ob, ftony heart, for ihame, 
become now like wax, ipd be melted in the midft tS. 
atj bowdi. Woet ucj that 1 can j^itnc in. noes, for 
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my fins. Let me at leaft revenge my Savioor's death 
upon my fins, and fijffer them no longer to live in me. 

How dreadful muft the guilt of thofe be who wil- 
lingly harbour fin, and delight in thie murder of the 
Lord. It is no lefs than to kifs the nails, or hug the 
^ar that pierced him. They make that their joy 
which made Chrift a man of forrow. They make light 
of that which made his ibul heavy unto death. Oh, 
have I feen my Saviour bleeding to death by fin, and 
ihall I live a ny longer in fin that wounded him ? When 
a tempfMfe to fin is prefented, fliall 1 ever difpute any 
niore, whether Chrift or Barabbas (hall be preferred ? 
My -lufts denied, or my Lord crucified ? Whether thefe 
fins fliall be forfaken by me, that made Chrift to be 
forfaken of God ? Whether that fliall be fweet to me, 
that was fo bitter and deadly to him ? Oh-, was my 
lovely Jefus a man of forrows all his life, and fometimes 
made to {zy^ My foul is exceeding Jorronvful ; and fliall 
not I be forry for,, and abhor thofe fins that caufed all 
his forrows ? 

Q may the believing view of Ghrift's wounds and 
fuflEcrings which he endured for my fins, and to fave 
me from that wrath which they deferved, kindle the 
fire of love in my ibul to Ghrift. Lord^ thou art the 
God that was wont to anfwer thy people by fire ; O 
pity me, and anfwer my meditations and prayers, by 
kindling the holy fire of love in my heart, and let that 
fire put out the impure fire of lufts and corruptions, 
and infpire me with holy zeal and activity in thy fer- 
vice. O did Chrift freely give himfelf to be a fin- 
ofiTering for me ; and fliall not 1 give myfeJf a thank- 
offering to him ? Surely it is highly realbnable that I 
ihould offer up myfelf a living facrifice to my iiedeem- 
cr, who offered up himfelf a dying facri6e<5 Tor my 
redemption. 

M 2 
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MEDITATION XXXIL 



l'^ 



From John vi. jr. I am the livmg bread that eame d^wn Jhm be^^ 
en : If any man eat oftbu breads be Jball live for ever, 

Christ crucified is our manna, our heavenljf bneftd' 
that preferves the life of the foul, and it is only by fain 
it muft be received and eaten. Bread is a comprehds^' 
five word, including all things necefiary for thii lifei 
fo Chrifl, our fpiritual bread, is ai moft QOVjwgiieo&^ 
bleffing, including all we want, feeing he i^wKk rfG^t 
to uSf wifdam^ righteoufnefs^ fanBrfication^ and redcmfiioki 
Again, bread is the moft necefiary thing for our lifi^ 
and the want of it brings the greateft mifery ; fo Chrift 
is the moft necefiTary blefiing to the foul, and the want* 
of him makes a man miferable in time, and through 
eternity. It is a greater mifery to have no Saviour fef' 
the foul, than to have no bread for the body. Chi^ft 
alone is the bread that preferves us from foul famib^ 
and nouriiheth us to eternal life ; he is the bread of 
life, the living bread. Lsrdf give us ever^nore this bread* 

Bread is called the ftaff and ftay of man*s life; (or 
Chrift is the ftafi* and ftay of our fpiritual life, he 
upholde our fouls in life. He is the ftaff that faint and 
weary fouls muft lean to, in going up through this wA^ 
dernefs : Yea, Chrift our living bread is a ftaff to de*' j 
fend us, and to beat ofi^ our enemies, and to put all thft 
hellifti hoft to flight. That was a ftrangc dream of 
one of the Midianites, Judg. vii. 1 3. Behold a cake ^ 
i'arley bread came tumbling into the hoft of Mtdian^ and finite 
tt tent. Strange ! a piece of bread to overturn a tent i 
Behold this dream made good in the facrament. The 
bread there which r?J)refcnts Chrift, when received 
with faith upon him, will tumble into the hoft of Sa- 
tan and his lufts, thefe Midianites who vex us witH 
jbeir wiles, ftrike down their tents, and put them all to 
flight. 

Chrifi is the bread that came down from heaven, 
0f which the Ifraelites' manna, iVkiiX. God fexi\. xsax'^x^ 
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ioufly from heaven, was an eminent type. That man-' 
na was God's free gift to the murmuring and rebellious 
Ifraelites, to preferve them from ftarving in the def- 
ertSy where bread could not be had,: This manna was a 
curious grain, that made fine bread, with which God 
fiiimiihed them plentifully every morning from the 
clouds, fufEcient to fatisfy fix hundred thoufand men* 
But Clirid, our fpiritual manna, doth far excel theirs^ 
though he was refembled by theirsjin fome things 
Manna ^^^firft grinded and beaten, and baken. in ov- 
ens, bef<flRt was bread to them ; and fo the grain 
which makes our ordinary bread muft be threflied, and 
grinded betwixt two miUftones, and baken by the force 
of fire, before we eat it : So Chrift the antitype, was 
threfhed and bruifed, and grinded betwixt the mill* 
ftones of divine juftice and our fini^, and alfo roafted 
by the fire of wrath, that he might be fit bread for 
faving the lives of ovur fouk ; and all this we Cbould 
call to mind, when we fee and make ufe of the bread 
in the holy fupper. 

The Ifraelites* manna came down to them with the 
dew ; fo Chrift, with the benefits of his purchafe, comes 
to us by the dews and influences of the Holy Spirit. 
Their manna fell round about their tents, and every 
xni^ was hte to gather it ; fo every man is at fireedom 
tc^.gather our heavenly manna. The Ifraelites behoved. 
to go out of their tents to gather theirs ^ fo God will 
have us to go forth, and be at pains to get. our fpiritn* 
al food. God, who rained manna about their tentjs^ 
could have r^ned it into their mQuths ; but he loves 
qot to encourage floth in his people, but would have 
them at all pains to -make fure of Chrift for their por- 
tion. As the Ifraelites gathered daily, fo we muft be 
^d^ily going to Chrift, and making ufe of him. As 
they gathered early in the morning, fo God would have 
ui feeking Chrift in the morning of our lives. 

O how far doth our heavenly manna excel that of 
the Ifraelites I . Theirs but fed the body, ^nd could not 
pr€^YC them from death it Vaft \ bMlwxt tcazoK^fefc^ 
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the foul, and nouriflies to eternal life, and prdTcrycs 
all that eat of it from eternal death. Theirs fell not 
on the Sabbath day ; nor darft they go to feek it bo 
that day ; but ours falls every day, and double on the 
Sabbath ; and therefore God calls us to double our d3< 
igence, in gathering it on the Sabbath. Their mann^ 
continued only in the wildemefs, and ceafed when tbejf 
came to Canaan ; but ours continueth forever, and our 
AiUeft enjoyment of it is in the heavenly Canaan ; zcA 
therefore all true Ifraelites long to be ther|y^ 

O how lamentable is their folly who f{>4fM^Il their, 
time and thoughts in feeking bread to their bodies, atfd 
are carelefs and indifferent about the bread of life to 
their fouls ! All their care is to fupport the clay houfi^ 
but let the ibul ft^ve that inhabits it. CMt, it is bat a 
fliort time they can enjoy the bread they are fo coQ«^ 
cemed for ; the bodies they mind fo much muft be 
meat for worms, and the fouls they negleft a prey tb 
devils ! 

But, whatever others do, may I be wife to provide 
the living bread for my foul, and learn to eat it, and 
make ufe of it by faith, and efpecially when I go to the 
Lord's table ; for without faith we can get no nourifh- 
ment, no life, nor ftrength from this heavenly bread : 
Faith is the mouth that eats the bread of life, and focks 
honey out of the rock .Now, the fpirit of God calls fahh 
or believing, an eating, becaufe by it we tafte the fweet* 
nefs and excellency of Chrift, and have great iatisfac- 
tion in partaking of Chrift and his benefits. As by 
eating, our. bodies increafe in ftrength and ftature ; by 
by believing, our fouls grow in grace and fpiritual 
ftrength, to run in God's ways. As by eating, the 
bread incorporates and becomes one with us ; fo, by 
our receiving and applying Chrift's broken body by 
faith, he is made one with us, and we one with him. 
As by eating bread, men live upon it, and get fupport 
and ftrength for working or journeying ; fo believers, 
bjr looking to^ and trufting wholly in the righteoufnefi 
cfChrU}-^ and the merit o£ \i\^ \Aoo^^ \\:lc^ fe»^ -^jail 
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jrec^iye Ipiritual nourifhment^ and ftrength for their 
Work and warfare> and fo, make a progreis in their jour* 
fiey to Canaan. 

that I had a fpiritual hunger and* fharp appetite 
Jor this bread of life^ and were defiring and longing for 
it, for the fupport and ncnirifhment of my foul, 
more than a hungry man doth for bread to his body. 
A hungry man periihing for want of bread, would pre- 
fer a piece of bread before many bags of gold,if both were 
fet before him, and he allowed to make his choice : So 
the awakened foul that fees his need of Chrift, prefers 
him to a whole world ; give him never fo much of the 
world's comforts, he is ftill diflatisfied without ChrHt, 
^d fays, What will all thefe things avail me, if my 
flarving foul perifh without Chrift the bread of life ? 

1 have many arguments to plbad with God for this 
bread ; Lord, do not thy free calls and promiies bind, 
thee to give me it ? Thou haft faid, The needy Jhall not 
hefirgpitten. Is not Chrift, the bread from heaven, the 
free gift of God to perifhing fouls ? And doft thou 
not invite thofe to come and eat of it,, that have ao; 
money nor price to give for it ? Lord, thou badfl 
compafHon upon the bddies of men, when they had no 
bread to eat, and didft provide bread for fiva thoufand 
of them, by a miracle ;. and haft thou not as much com- 
ps^fibn to ftarving fouls,, that are far more precious \ 
Lord, thou giveft natural afte^on to earthly parents, 
and ipakeft them pitiful to their chilcbren, when they 
cry for bread, fo that they cannot fhut up their bowels 
againft them when hungry, nor will they give them a 
ftone inftead of bread r And will my heavenly Father, 
who is infinitely more compaftionate than the moft ten- 
djsr parents, refufe the bread of life to flarving &uls, 
who cry earneftly for it ? Lord, I truft in thy mercy^ 
and depend on thy promife, I believe thou wilt not let 
a poor hungry beggar ftarve and fall down at. thy door, 
when there is bread enough in thy houfe, arid to fpare^ 
0;caufe me to fing with the Pfalmift, Pfal. xiii. ^^But 
I have truftedin thy mercyy my heart JhalL rejokz in ih^ faU 
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ADVICE 1. „J 

Erom GiH. tI. I. Cami liiua*4aU Oy itii/- igfAaii, 

As 6od,' bi his merc^, catted Nudh toCuiiic niimuc 
ark prepared £»■ bun and his houfhold', to fave him 
from drowning in At ^at delnge, fb God^ by the go!' 
pdt'CaUi 70u> O aaxiy to come into the ark, Chrijcni- 
<^|Wf nhich Jie hftth -pmnded' for periflung finners, 
toiiave thnp from the deluge of wrath (hat is coining. 
Gcdtbtih long forewarned ;roU'Of itv "^^i the Aoaia 
beginning to rife, it is time for thee to 0);e to this ark \ 
believe it, there b no other way for thy Tafety : The 
ark of thy prayers, or of thy tears, cOnvi^liontj ott^ 
fi>rmationsi will not £tve thee £ram itj nothing wilM# , 
it but the«rk.-0hrift.' - ' .'<* i ■ 

Am all who were out of Noah's ark prrilii^ij ijIhdiiJ i 
Soqd, fb will all periOi who are out of Chrif^ ^WH 
•f the old world) who'onlji came near to the ap^jjirS 
touched the outfide of it, they perifhed if they dida* 1 
enter into it -, £o in- like manner will thole pcrilh^w]|K 1 
only come near to Gfariftbyan outward profcfflDn,'|aA ' 
are not found in him by a true iaith. . ' . y ^a 

'Ai the ark gave a good account of all that eotded 
into it, not one of them wa» bft in the Bood i fa wtt 
Chrift give a good account, at the taft day, of all t&l 
fty to htffi bf &ith : Hone Oiall pluck them out^ e£ hit 
band, Dot'Qii*,^ them fhall penffaj in the delugi^of 
Wrath ; Chnft.|RrilI prcfent them all &ie to his Fatherc 
IBeh^dbfre^ am'ty and the childrtn vtlam thou haft^a^ 
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As Noah's ark was acceffible, and had a door in it 
for people to enter, fo in a crucified Jefus there is a 
door of accefs opene;^!, even a door of faith, wherehf 
poor finners of the Gentiles may have accefs to Chrif^ 
and to God in him, A6ls xiv. 27. As Paul and Bar« 
nabas rehearfed it as giad tidings to the church, that 
God had opened a door of faith unto the Gentiles^ fo we Gen- 
tile iinners ihould gladly receive the news. Glory to 
God in th^ higheft for opening this door of faithj and 
keeping it ftill open to peri&ing finners. 

Come then, 1 > Gentile finnerj enter in fey this door 
ito the ark, and lodge thy foul within it, that thou may- 
eft be fafe from theflood of wrath-that is coming upon 
4he ungodly world. God forbid you be found hover- 
ing without the ark, until the flood come and wafh you 
oflf from the very fides of it, O how difmal and cut- 
ting will the thought be to you through all eternity, 
that you wa^-fo near jChrift, and within a ftep of the 
ark, and Sometimes touching it, .and yet never entered 
into itl How .fed will it be: to perift, like the thief up- 
on the crof§, with a Saviour at yonr fide, and to fink 
into hell betwixt the arms of mercy ftretched forth to 
-fave you ! Now, poor ibul, the ark js near you, flee to 
it with fpeed ; behold, for your encouragement, there 
is a window opened in tbo^fide of the ark, and mercy's 
'Jka&d is put.Tforth to take in fhelterlefs doves who come 
;to it- Now is the time to beftir yourfelves, to come 
Jntothe ark without delay, and fo prevent your perifli- 
ing in the -flood for ever. 

. ^. What flialMdo^o get' into the, ark, viz. a cru- 
<:ified Jefus ? 

■ -/f. I. Be like Noah's »dove which he fentrforth, fee 
that you find no reft for the ible of your foot any where 
.elfe ; turn your back upon all other arks of man's de- 
vifing, they are all infujEcient to fave you from the 
^fiood : Make not an ark of the abfolutc mercy of God 
out of Chrift, feeing he declares a crucified Jefus to be 
4hc only channel of his mercy. Make not an ark of 
<Jiurch privileges, as your good educaXvTO^ ^iitcix^QXiXSi 
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fealiiig ordinances, &c. for the ark did not fave Shilohi 
nor the altar's horns iave Joab, nor the temple (avcj8- 
nxialem. Make not an ark of your gifts, knowledse, 
sprayers, duties, moral honefty, or felf-righteoufnefs, Sir 
the flood, when it comes^ will dafh all thefe in pieces 
Suppofe thofe of the old world had built other ihip^ a 
like the ark as poffible, or had fled to high ttiwers df 
their own contriving, the deluge would have deftroyd 
them aM ; -there was no fafety for them but in Noa£V 
ark alone. So whatever arks you devife to fafve yci 
irom wrath, if a crucified Chrift, the ark of God's buildp 
ing, be flighted, the flood will fweep away aU your oni 
^rks, as the refuge ofHfSy lia. xxviii. 17. 

2. Labour to be thoroughly convinced of yonf im^ 
iery while out of the ark ; and in a deep fenle of your 
neceflity of getting unto it; break preiently over sA 
the bars and hindrances which the devil cafts in ybor 
iway to flop your entry into the ark, as unbeKef, fiuM 
pleafuresi, worldly cares, prefumptuous hopes, carnal 
company, diverfions, &c. break refolutely through a^ 
thefe to the ark, as David's three mighty men brake 
through the hoft of the Philiftines to the well of Beth- 
lehem ; Purely your arguments for fo doing arc far 
ftronger than theirs. 

3. Approve heartily the whole contrivance of <Go^ 
ark in all its rooms and ftories : Approve Chrift cmdp | 
£ed in his perfon, naturei?, office?, and relations, in his I 
ft ate of humiliation and exaltation : Accept of him ia 
them all, fubfcribe to the whole new covenant ichemei 
as a device worthy of God and of infinite wifdom^ 
confent to the great end and dc£gn of it, namely, that 
iclf be debafed, and free grace eternally magnified. 

: 4. Be frequently efiTaying fairh's flight unto the suk, 
and to the window in the fide of it \ make earned: >aitints, 
like Noah's reftlefe dove, to get in ; ^ay oft, tike David, 
Pfal. Iv. 6. Othat I had fwings like a dove ^ for then ivouli 
I Jlj away^ and be at reji. I would haflen my efcape 
froin the flood, and lodge my foul this minute in oni 
of the rooms of the ark. £tV\e.Nm^ \^ ^a^ ^^tV. ^<w 
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ihpuld be often efTayingi and though you cannot believe 
with faving faith, yet believe as you can^ looking to God 
For more ftrength. You cannot pray, praife, or fancti- 
fjE the Sabbath aright, yet you aim at thefe duties as you 
can.; fo, in like manner, make honeft mints at believ* 
ing and flying to Chrift ; and aim, in his (Irength, to 
apply his blood, every man to his own foul in particu« 
lar, by an appropriating faith (correfponding to the 
free gofpel offer) and taking home the remedy as his 
own ; depending flill upon the Spirit's grace who will 
not fail thofe who trud in him, but aflii^ them in ma-* 
king faving application. 

5. Be willing to part with every thing that would 
compete with God*s ark, however fpecious or plaufible 
a.fliew itxnay have. Renounce the old covenant, and 
all lurking places about mount Sinai, for in none of 
thefe you can find fafety. Abhor your o\vn righteouf- 
nefs for an ark, whatever (hape it may appear in, and 
embrace him alone for it, who is the Lord our Right coitS" 
n^s. His Righteoufnefs only is fpotkfs, peirfect, and 
law-biding. 

, 6. Make a furrender of yourfelf, and all you h:ive, 
to Jefus Chrift, to be difpofed of by him as he pleafeth ; 
Be Willing to fuffer the Icfs of all things for him, yea, 
count all things loft and dung that you miy win to th.^ 
ark, and be found therein when the flood cometh. 



ADVICE II. 

From Rev ih.-io. Behold Ifiand at the door and i;:cci; 

XiOST finner, I bring you good tidings; the etcrn4 
Son of God hath undertaken a long journey, and en« 
dured great fufferings to purchafe falvation for thee ! 
A dear purchafe it is, dear hath it coil him to obtain^ 
It ! and now he hath brought it the length of thy door, 
and there, O man, Chrift is ftanding knocking, and 

N 
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faying. This day falvation is come to this houp^'^Gor^ open 
and take it in. Now, can you refuie, O finner, to take 
in Chrift's purchaied falvation, when Cbrift hath coine 
with it to thy very door, even the door of thy heart? 
Behold he (lands at ity and knocks for entrance ! Opep, 
open, &c. 

The arguments for your opening are ftrong an^ 
many : — ^ 

I. Confider at whofe door Chri(t doth ftand, even 
at the door of a creature infinitely below him. Oh, it 
is at a beggar's door, that hath nothing to entertaio 
Chrift with when he enters ! yet faith he. Open to me, 
dnd I will bring in proviiion with me, and make thee 
a rich feafl. It is at the door of a poor Lazarus, that 
is all full of ulcers and fores \ yet, faith Chrift, open 
and I will bring in the balm of Gilead, a plaifter of my 
blood for healing all your fores, and for 2ls coftly as it 
hx it {hall coft you nothing. It is even at the door d 
an enemy, a mortal enemy, that Chrift ftands : You 
have fpoken ill of him, thought illof him, and done ill 
to him 5 you have afironred him, wounded him, and 
lodged his traitors and murderers ; yet, faith Chrift, 
Open, and hearken to the offers and terms of reconcili- 
ation which I have purchaied for you with my blood ; 
they are moft farprifing and fafe, eafy and honorable. 
^t is at the door of Satan's (laves that Chrift (hmd^ 
thofe who have been long drudging at his work and 
fading upon his hulks ; yet, (aith Chrift, Open to me, 
aud I will fet you at liberty, and make you God's free 
men and children. Why then will you not open an4 
receive him joyfully ? O (inner, ftand amazed at Chrift's 
cojidefcending goodnefs, in ftandin^ at the door of fuch 
a faioky cottage, fo ill fwept, and out of oj-der ! 'Good 
rf afon have you to cry out, Lordy J am not fworihy thou 
Jlkmldejl come under my roof; but, feeing thou humbleft • 
t^yfeif to viftt the unworthy in fuch a manner, come 
ifi, and but fpeak the word, and the houfe (hall be 
fleaiyfed, difeafes healed, grievances redrefied, and the 
/bul^m^c. happy. It isTa\^Vi\Y :sq\xx vaxjct^ft thea to 
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Open the door, and welcome in your Saviour^ who 
ftands and knocks for accefs. 

2. Again^ coniider who it is that ftands at you? 
door : It is even the King of Glory, a King of infinite 
power and majefty ! And will ye not lift up the gates 
of your fouls to this King! Were it but an earthly 
king that knocked at your door, you would foon open 
and receive him, yea, count it a great honour that you 
had fuch a perfon in your ho'ufe ; but,, what are clay 
kings to the King of Glory ? To the Prince of the kings cf 
the earth ? To our great Emmanuel^ the glorious Plant of 
renowny the Head of the eledl world ? Who then would 
not caft the gates wide open to fuch a glorious King ? 
Again, he is the everlajliug Fatl^ery and the Father of ail 
believers, that ftands and knocks ! A Father full of 
pity, that follows after his prodigal children and invites 
them to return to him ! And will not a child open the 
door to his father ? Can you find in your heart to keep 
your compaffionate Father ftanding at your door? 
Nay ifurther, it is your hufbind that knocks, a loving 
hufband, that hath fuffered much more for your caufe : 
And will not an afi^'cdlionate fpoufe open and let in her 
buft>and ? Moreover it is your phyfician that knocks, 
who brings healing medicines for all vour difeafes, by 
which he hath cured many thoufands before now ! And 
will not a fick and dying man let in fuch a phyfician ? 
Open, O finner, why will you die ? 

3. Gonfider Chrift's patience and long fuflfering at 
your door, he doth not knock and then go away as one 
indifferent whether you open or not \ no, he knocks 
and ftands ftill ; he ftands and knocks again> and that 
affer many repulfes ! No beggar wanting an alms would 
ftand fo long at our doors, as Chrift ftands at a beg- 
gar's door, not feeking to take from him, but wanting 
to give unto h»m. O wonder at his goodnefs and long 
patience ! Behold he that hath a throne of glory t«^ fit 
upon, and ten thoufand times ten thoufand to bow be- 
fore him, is willing, O finner, to ftand at thy door! 
yea, he Hands whilA thou doft lie in lYit Vio^^ta ci \^^ 
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lufts. He ftands without, whilft his enemies are let lA 
and allowed to poflefs the bed feats ! He ftainds at the 
door, while Satan is let in,and gets theeafy chair ! Owonf- 
dcrful patience ! That Chrift after fo many affronts and 
rcpulfes, and after feeing enemies preferred before hioii 
-fhould continue to (land at your door and knoclr'! 
But; O finner, do not try his patience too much, iibf 
provoke him too long ; for, obferve the text, he no«r 
ftands, he is on his feet ready to go away ; the knock 
will be given that will prove the lal>, and thou knowcft 
not but the prefent knock may be it, do not then de*^ 
lay to op^n one moment longer. 

4. Confider Chrift's earnell defire to be let into your 
heart. He not only ftands at the door, but he knocks; 
yea, knocks loud and knocks often, to convince you of 
Jiis earneftnefs. Many a loud knock doth he give, bv 
his calls and invitations in his word, Come unto me^ open 
unto mcy look unto me. Many a knock gives hfc by^h& 
promifes to you, I will come in, I will fup with you, 'I 
will eafe you, heal you, enlighten you, manifeft myfelf 
to you, &c. Many a knock gives he by his threaten- 
ings of wrath and vengeance againft thofe who fliiit 
their doors againft him. Many a knock gives he by 
your own confcience, and by his own Spirit, railing 
convictions, inclinations, deftres and purpofes within 
your heart, to bring you to a Saviour. And many*i 
rap and knock doth he give at your door on facrainetii 
occasions. Then it is he knocks aloud with his nailed 
hands and pierced feet, and ftands at your door with 
his wounds open, his blood ftreaming, and his garments 
dyed with blood : And all this to ftiew his earneftiiefi 
to be let into your heart. Open then to Chrift, O fin* 
ner, while he is knocking ; be aiTured he will not 
knock always \ this may poiGbly be the laft day of the 
Spirit's knocks and ftrivings with thee : fo that if yon 
refufe to open at this prefent knock, God may ftrike 
you dead and fenfelefs all your life, clap a feal on the 
door that it /hall never onen \ you may hear minifters 
knock after this^ but never lieax GodS ?»^vcSx. >n^j(xk 
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again ^ and, Wq ufftoyouy if he depart from ynu Remember, 
O man, for as many knocks as God gives at your door, 
he keeps an exaA account of them all, and will reckon 
them up all at the judgment feat. And can you think 
be will open heaven to you then,^who will not open 
your heart to him now I No, no ) his ear will be as 
deaf to you hereafter, as yours is to him now. Read 
and believe that terrible word, Prov. i. 24, &c. 



ADVICE III. 

Froni Rev. iii. ao. If any man bejr my voice ^ and 0^ en the dcor,! ivili 
c^me'ia and sup with htm. 

Great and precious are the promifes which Chrift 
makes to them who hearken to his voice in the gofpel 
offers, and open their hearts to receive hkn, as offered 
to them in all his offices ;-I-will come in, and bring all 
the benefits of my purchafe with me to entartain and 
feaft that foul, even pardon, peace, light, life, grace^ 
^nd glory. 

I. Obferve, the duty called for, is to hear Chrift-s 
voice, and open the door to him, that is, .to accept and 
embrace his firee gofpel off;;rs, and heartily to acquiefce 
ia the gofpel method of a finner's reconciliation • and 
jufti&ation through the righteoufnefs of our glorious 
Emmanuel, and willingly receive and fubmit to him 
as our prophet, prieftj and king. What is the preach- 
ing of' the gofpel, but Chrift's charming voice calling 
loft iianers home to himfelf ? What is it^ .but Chrift's 
following them with invitations and intreaties to come 
to him and live ? This is Chrrft's voice which he would 
have finners to- hear, come and live*, tl^ough they ge- 
nerally refufe ta do- it ! Oh, what condemned male- 
bi&or would refafe to-hear the voice of his fovereign 
Dfiering him his life, as condemned finners do ? J<jhn 
V. 4p. ITe will not come, to me that ye wight have life. Yet 
behold^ after many refufals,. he foWo^s Vii^ oSi^^t^ N»\OBk 

N 2 
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argumeDtSy ftrbng arguments to prevail with flnneiVi 
and after th^ greaceft obilinacy he is loth to break off 
his treaty with them, Hof. xi. 8. H>wJbaU I give tba 
upf Ephraim ? Why nviil ye die ? What reafon caa you 
givfc for refufing life, or for chufing death ? 

2. Obferve, who it is that Chrift calls to heaf. bk 
voice, and 'open their doors to him ; it is not this or 
tjsat man only, or any particular fort of men ; it is «jf 
man^ every one that fits under the gofpel. If any nm 
^ill hear my voice, and open the door, faitb Chrift, / miff 
£ome in. If any nvillopen, be he old man or young maOi 
/ nvill come in. If the greateft finner, the moft crhn(bn- 
coloured finner will open, / ivlll come 171. Any man y. if 
the fwearer will open, if the iUbbath-breaker, if the 
murderer, if the drunkard, if the unclean, if the tlue^ 
if the cheat, if the liar, if the mocker, if the pray- 
erlefs man, if the man that h^tes God and godlinefi 
will open to me, I ivUl come^ in and fup with hnn. O 
"what encouragement doth this word, If any man^ ^yft 
to every finner to fly to Chnu 1 If any msuiy wh<H 
jfver he be, whatever he ha h done, if he will welcome 
Hie, receive me in the gcij^el- offers, I will corner ift 
to him. 

3. Obferve, Chrift requires finners to open the door^ 
tliat he may come in to teach them ; however unable 
they be, this is their duty, they muft mint, and ufe^ 
Fxans to do it, and look up 10 him for ftrength. • Ht 
will have the finnel-'s confent, and the foul made wiH* 
>ig to receive him. O then caft open the door, open 
:t wide, receive Chrift wholly, receive him without n> 
Ttvc, open before him the two leaved gates, not thfe 
rvicket, or one leaf only, but both leaves of the dodb 
*,et Chrift have the full" and free confent of the finil, 
ind abundant entrance into it. There 2xt fome -.«► 
Solving to open the door to Chrift, others, perhaps, sire 
beginning to open it : O let them not halt inr doing. 
With fome the door is ha'f open, and there they flop. 
They are almoft, but not altogether, Chriftians. O al- 

Tnof\ dirifthn, v/hy do \ou \\i\\.^ '^Yv^: h^wjX^-^^wi 
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io(e all the pains you have been at ? A Iktle more 
would cad: the door wide open^ and make you an alto- 
gether Chriftian. Go then a little further, O iinner, 
to fave your foul. Open to Chrift all the powers and 
faculties of your foul. Open to him fully here, as yon 
would have him to open freely to you hereafter. Oby 
what mean you to open to Chrift only by halves i the 
half open door will be ready to go to again } and, alas ! 
if fo, it may never open for the future. Let it be your 
concern then to go a little further than the alinoft 
Chriftian, and reft not in fair beginnings. 

4. Obferve, how great the advantage is of opening 
the door to Chrift ? Why ? I will come into the houfe, 
faith he, even the frienoof finners, the King of Glory 
will come in, the beft gueft that ever came in to a poor 
man's houfe : How honourable, how profitable, how 
happy and bleifed muft fuch a vifit be ! (^For what 
end will Chrift come in ? A. He will come in to en*- 
lighten the houfe: for the foul is a dark dungeon 
^bile Chrift is ftiut out : He will come in to adorn and 
enrich the foul with the ornaments and treafures of his 
grace ; he will come in to reign in the foul, and pull 
down the tyrant that hath long oppreft you : As in the 
t^xt, he will come in and fup with you, and caufe you 
to fup with him ; And becaufe you have no fitting pro- 
irifion in the houfe, he will bring it with him. And O 
how rare are Chrift's dainties, his hidden manna, the 
fruits of the tree of life, the grapes of Canaan, the 
bread that comes down from heaven ! How excellent 
is the water of life ! One drop of it would be an ever- 
lafting fpring in thy foul, that would keep thee from 
thirfting after the creature any more. . What a rich 
fcaft are the graces of the Spirit quickened to a lively 
cxercife ! What blcfled feaft is pardon of ftn, peace 
with juftice, peace with the law, and intereft in Chrift's 
purchafe, intimations of Chrift's love, gofpel promifes 
applied, communion with God, views of eternal life, 
well grounded hopes of immortal glory 1 &c. O how 
precious and delicate arc thcfe goVjd xm\A^^^\itfiNx'«^ 
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ftt before you on the communion table, and freely tenw 
dered to every one that opens the door to Chrift ! Who 
would not welcome fuch a gueft that brings fuch glo- 
rious provision with him ? Had poor finners fpiritual 
appetites fharpened for Chrift's featt, there would cot 
be fo many (hut doors againft him. 

5.- Obferve, how folemnly Chrift offers thefe go{pel 
bleffings to you, with a Behold IJiand^ Sec. Chrift takes 
witneffes upon it, witnefles againft the refufers : BehoU 
ye angels, and whnefs for me how kind and bountifuLmy 
offers are to Adam's rebellious children ! Behold', ye 
minifters, and witnefs againft thofe who ihut me out* 
Behold, ye ftones and timber of the houfe, ye elements 
and communion tables, bear witnefs for me and againft 
them ! Behold,, ye fellow communicants and hearer^ 
bear witnefs one againft another that I knocked, I call- 
ed, I knocked loud, I knocked long,, but ye kept^youc 
doors bolted againft me. It is a melancholy thought 
for thofe who are minilkrs to entertain, thatthey wiU 
one day be brought in as witnefTes againft thoie who 
fhut out their Saviour ; but when called, they mnft 
witnefs againft fuch>.though never fo dear to them now^ 
that Chrift called, but they refoied ;. he made kind and 
large offers, but they regarded them not. O th;n 
let every foul fet about fweeping and wafhing all the 
rooms, and caft open all the doors, as wide as they 
can,. to the King of Glory,.and receive him with accla- 
mation and praiie. ' Take the crown off* the head of 
felf, and put it on the head of Chrift, afcribing all the 
glory of your falvation to him, and nothing to free-^will 
or your own doings^ 



ADVICE IV. 

From Prov. ir. S* Come, eat of my breads and drink 9/ the zvifie^ fSrki 

Christ is the wifdom of God, who hath made rich 
pFOvUion for entertaining his people, and hath fet il 
before tbem in the ordinance oii\k^li^i^'^ta^^?2Cv«^tt 
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Cbrift tfuCified, with all the fruits of hb purcliafc. Hh 
ffe/lf is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed. The fruits 
\''e feaft upon zrt pardon and peace y righteoufnefs andgrace^ 
the njfurance of God^s love, the confolations of bis Spirit, tbt 
promifes of the go/pel, and all the ^arnefts and pledges of 
eternal life. To this fead ftarving' fouls are invited, to 
ffed by faith upon thofe provifions Chrift hath pre- 
pared for them, applying them to themfelves, and ta« 
Inng the comfort of them. 

Bread and wine are chofen as fit refemblances of his 
rpiritual feaft. As bread and wine ferve to preferve 
:>ur. natural life> and to ftrengthen and cheer us when 
i^eak or fainting ; fo Chrift crucified, apprehended by 
Faith, preferves our fpiritual life, and procures eternal 
[ifcy ftrengthens weak believers, and cheers drooping 
fouls. As bread and wine incorporate with our bodies, 
[b Chrift by his Spirit dwells in us, and we by faith and 
ove dwell in him» As bread and wine fatisfy our hun- 
^r and thirft, fo thofe, who by faith lay hold and par- 
take of Chrift's flefli and blood, fhall no ipore hunger 
{Jt thirft after earthly things. Bread is the mdft necef^ 
fary thing in the world, hence called the ftaff of bread, 
it upholds our lives ; fo Chrift is the mercy of mercies, 
the moft ufeful and necefiary bleifing to preferve our 
ftarving ibuls. Chrift is the ftaff of bread indeed to 
believing communicants, a ftaffthat fupports you, a 
flaffthat defends you, a ftafFthat will beat off all your 
enemies : If you take hold of this ftaff by faith, it will 
rout and put all your foes to flight. There is no bread 
like this ! 1 am the bread of life, i'aith Chrift. 

We read. Judges vii. 13, of a dream of one of the 
Midianitifti hoft ; he dreamed, when Gideon was com- 
ing upon them, that a cake of barley bread came tumb- 
ling into the hoft of Midian, and fmote a tent that it 
fell to the ground. Strange I a piece of bread overturn 
a tent ! Behold the interpretation of that dream in the 
holy facrament ! Here a piece of bread, if eaten by 
futh, that will invade the Midianitifti hoft of the devil, 
and the lulls of the flefh, ftrikc dovm ^^ \Jcvw xss!il\.^i 
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and put them to flight. Come then, eat of this breid 
believingly, and take faith's view of Chrift's body re|h 
refented by it, as bruifed and broken by your fip»( 
this will weaken their power, and turn your heart 
againft them, and make you refolve that thefe enemies 
of Chrift fhall not live in your foul. If the fight ot 
Csefar's bloody robe incenfed the Romans againft thft 
murderers who flew him, much more a fight of Chri(^ 
wounds and bruifes in the facrament, fhould excite yoik' 
to hate and kill fin, and revenge Chrift's death upon 
this cruel murderer. 

Again, would you have ftrength for your wildentcfi 
journey, and for the temptations and trials you wM 
with, before you have occafion of another facrament ?• 
come, eat of this bread that ftrengtheneth the hearti: 
of men. Here is food more fubftantlal, durable, mii 
nourifiiing^ than Elijah's cake baken on the coak,.SB^ 
his cruife. of water provided for him by the angel ; Arii 
yet it is faid, he went in the Jirengtb of that meat firtj 
days and forty night s^ until he came to Hor^b, the mount 
of God, I Kings xix. 7, 8. There we find Elijah 
twice wakened by the angel, that he might take a- doti^ 
ble meal : Arife and eat y for thy journey is hng : So God 
may be faying to thee, U Chrifiian traveller, arife aod 
eat ; awake, O faith, awake, O fpiritual- appetite, th/. 
journey may be long ; take a good mea4, you know not 
what hills you have to climb, what winds and ftormy 
may blow in thy face, before another occafion of thb 
fort : Satan'is florm may blow, and death's ftorm may 
blow, fo that you may not fee another table like tfaisi 
till you come to the mount of God above. This is the 
fame bread the glorified faints do feed on in heayexh 
Chrifi is the manna that came down from heaven te 
feed perifhing fouls. The Ifraelites' tnanna was a type 
of Chrift, and hence called fpiritual bread, i Cor. x. 4> 

The manna was freely given to them, and fell every 

morning round their tents, and all of them were at 

freedom to gather it, and there was enough for the 

whole camp ; fo Chrift is God's £ttt ^vlx^-axiWiv^Mcccv'^ 
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Fulnefs of grace for the whole believing world, and 
svcry gofpel hearer is fircc to gather it, though indeed 
the morning of our lives is the moil proper gathering 
time. There was a memorial of this manna preferved 
in the ark ; fo is there of Chrift in the Lord's fupper, 
as the food of our fouls. Manna was ground in a mill, 
dr beaten in a mortar, and baken in an oven, before 
it was fit for food ; fo Chrift was bruifed and ground 
bf his fufFerings, and fcorched in the -fiery oven of his 
Father's wrath, that he might become a fit Saviour and 
fit ibod for our ^fouls. 

But Chrift crucified infinitely excels the Ifraelites^ 
manna : Theirs was peculiar to themfelves, but Chrift 
is free to both Jews and Gentiles ; theirs ceafed when 
they came to Canaan, but ours continues for ever, and 
is enjoyed mod fully in the Canaan above ^ theirs only 
preferved a natural life, but ours gives a fpiritual and 
eternal life. O come then, eat qf this heavenly breads 
when fet before *you in plenty, -with hunger and dcfire, 
blcfling'God for it, faying, ;LW, evermore give us this 
hread : iCome with fpiritual appetites and purified hearts. 
The Ifraelites* manna was laid up in the ark, and kept 
in a pure golden pot, to teach you • o cleanfe your hearts 
from fin and corruption, that they may be fit to lodge 
Jefus Chrifl, our heavenly manna. If the vefiels which 
contain the facramental bread were foul or polluted, 
you would cenfure it as mod indecent *, but much more 
unbecoming is it, to ^receive Chrift into a foul heart. 

^Come to this table with humility,' and a deep fenfe 
erf your ill defervings, acknowledging, that the leaft 
crumb of this bread will be a .great mercy to fuch an 
unworthy creature ! Truthy Lord^ I am a dog^ vile and 
polluted, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall 
from the childrens' table I May J pleadfor a crumbfor 
thy free mercy's fake. Oh, I am unworthy of the com- 
mon bread that is fet upon my own table, much more 
of the heavenly bread that is -fet upon thine ! Inftead 
of bread thou mayeft give a ftone ; inftead of a fmile, 
a irown 5 inftead of the cup of the New reftamenta 



•j5o SACRAlfEMTAL ADVICES. 

thou maycft put a cup of wrath and trembling ia mj 
hand : But thy free grace, and large offera, encourage 
me to wait and hope, that the needy /ball not beforgOteH^ 
and the expeBtUion of the poorjball not peri/b. 

Come with a lively faith to receive and eat, not ooiy 
of the bread of life^ but alfo to receive the bread, the 
Lord, your Emmanuel in perfon,and make ufe.of Urn 
in all his offices. Come eat with love and thankfiil- 
nefs, to him that was willing to be beaten, bmife^ 
ground, and icorched, that he might be bread Ar 
nourifiiing of ftarvtng fouls. Receive this bread of 
heaven tiunkfully as a diftinguifhing blelling, which is 
■not granted to all indifferently ; for as God rained down 
manna from heaven upon the Ifraelites, fo he rained 
down fire and brimftone upon Sodom and Gomorraht 



ADVICE V. 

From Gen. xlv. 4. Com: near to nttyJ am Joseph your irttber^'ulMi 

J9M sold. 

Joseph was an emiRent type of Chrift ; though he 
was hated, fold, and cruelly ufed by his brethren, yet 
he ftill loved them, forgave them, and laid out himfelf 
•for their prcfer.vation and happinefs. Though Chrifi 
be Lord of heaven and earth ; yet, O believing com- 
municants, he owns himfelf as your brother, bone (f 
jaur boncy and jlcflj of your JleJIj ; nay, he is not alhamed 
to call you brethren, Gi>, tell my brethren^ faid he to Ma- 
ry, Matth. xxviii. 10. Though you be mean and low, 
and.Chrift highly raifcd, yet his exaltation doth not 
caufc him to forget his poor friends below ; he ftill 
owns them as his brethren. He is, indeed, the elder 
brother, and heir of all things, yet he is pleafed to adopt 
his younger bretlu-en into his right, and make them 
jmnt heirs with him of the inheritance above. As Jo- 
fqjh was moft condcfcending to his poor brethren^ 
t||OU£li he was lord over all the land \ fo is Chrift. As 
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they did not know Jofeph, until he told them I am Jo- 
feph your brother ; fo neither do we know Chrift, un- 
til he difcover himfclf to us. As Jofeph feemed to 
deal roughly with his brethren at firll, to make them 
remember the injuries they did him ; yet in the mean 
rime he loved them, gave them food, and afterwards 
fpoke kindly to them : So Chrift at firft takes ways to 
humble his people, and make them fenfible of their (In ; 
yet at the fame time he fecretly fupports them, and at 
length brings in confolation to them, faying, I am Je* 
fns your brothery it is /, be not afraid. Come near to me, 
faid Jofeph, in a kind and familiar way to his brethren ; 
fo ChriA: faith to you, draw near to me with a fincerc 
heart, and I will manifeft myfelf unto you, as a loving 
brother. 

J3ut if you would have the gracious intimations of 
his favour, you muft firfl be humbled fcr the wrongs 
you have done him. You have dealt treacheroully and 
inhumanly with Chrifl, as Jacob's fons did with their 
brother Jf»fepK ! Thefe f-^ld their brother for twenty 
pieces of filver ; but, ah ! have not fome of you lold 
Jefus, your brother, for lefs, even for feme vile lult or 
filthy pleafure ? Nay, have you not murdered him by 
your fins i As Cain flew his innocent brother openly 
in the field ; i'o your iins have openly nailed J^fiii; to 
the crofs, in the fields without Jerula'.em, and Ihed his 
blood likcr water on the ground. O how can you an- 
fwer for fuch horrid cruelty to your innccciit brother ? 
How can you look him in the face, after a'l you have 
done agamll him ? What feeling have you of the i)iju- 
rics you have done him ? Are you deeply humbled, 
and he-artily grieved for them .? ITien I have good news 
to tell you, you have to do with a moft loving and for- 
giving brother ; though you have betrayed him, fold 
him, wounded him, rturdered him, yet he is willing to 
forget and forgive all to the humble penitent ; Come 
near to me^ faith he, J am Jofeph pur brcther^ fland not 
at a diftance, but come near me by faith and prayer, 
embrace mc in fcJic (icrament, and I will gjlvti ^om "h. 

O 
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(ealed pardon of all your crimes ; I will give you aM 
the good things of the land, far excelling the ricbeft 
fruits of Egypt, even my own body and blood, with all 
the fpiritual and eternal bleilings purchafed thereby. 

Obje^. But alas ! I have dealt fo bafely and treach- 
eroufly with my brotlier Jofeph, I have no confidence 
to go and meet him, I am afraid he frown on me. Jfif» 
He has indeed good ground to do it, but he is full of 
bowels, tendernefp, and pity to penitents, and moftres- 
df to forgive. Let me advife you to imitate Jacob 
when going to meet his brother Efau, whofe wrath he 
very much dreaded : He carried prefects along with 
him to his brother. In like manner do you take pre- 
fents along with you, fuch as, i. A broken, contrite 
and humbled heart, a broken heart he will not dejpife, SU 
Take faith with you, and the Wronger it is, it will be 
the more agreeable prefent to Chrift \ put a firm troft 
and confidence in his blood and bowels, bode and 
threap kindnefs on him, lijce the woman of Canaan, 
Truth y Lordy I am a dog ; birt dog as I am, I may plead 
for a crumb, feeing thy faithful word warrants me to do 
:i ; this prefent from that poor creature wasfo accep- 
table to Chrifi, that he immediately anfwered, O nvotnan^ 
jTfent if ih-j faith : he it unto thee even as thou ivilty Matth. 
XV. 28. 3. lake with you a firm purpcfe and refolu- 
tlon, in the ftrength of .your brother, not to betray or 
wound him any more, and feal a covenant with him 
upon thefe terms. 4. Take with you a fincere heart 
and purpofe of imitating your brother, and {ludying 
conformity to him. Learn of me^ faith he, for I am 
7;:eik and loivly in heart. Theie prefents would be moft 
acceptable to your grieved and ofiended brother. But 
feeing you have nothing of your own, cry. Lord, give 
them firll to me, and I'll offer them unto thee. 

What condefcenfion is this, that Chril}, the King of 

kings, fhould fay to all believers. Ye are my brethren 

and fibers : Who would cot defire to Aand in this 

honourable relation to an earthly king, and far more 

tc the King of Glory \ Would ^^ \:lzs^ him then for 
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our brother to own us, fuccour and fympathifc with us 
in all our troubles, let us forthwith embrace and elofe 
with him by faith, as he is tendered to us in the rich, 
large, and free offers of the gofpel, and then the rela- 
tion is prefently made up. O how inviting and allur- 
ing is that word, I am Jefus your brother ! It fhould 
. conquer the moll ftubborn will, and make every unbe- 
' Sieving heart to receive him like Thomas,, aad fey, My 
•Lord and my God, 

Let every believer in diftpcfe come like the bee, and 
fuck honey from this flower, I am Jefus, your brother ; 
Be notafraidy it is L Do not miftake me for an enemy 
in any of my dealings with yon ; it is I, your brother, 
that means you no harm. It is I that loves yoir> and 
laid down my life for you ; it is I, who by my blood 
pyrchafed and fan^Ufied affllftions ta youyto work for 
your good. It is I that doth all things well, and hath 
infinite wifdom.and love to order and direft every dif- 
penfation for your intercft and benefit. It was 1 that 
fweat blood for you in the garden, was fpit upon and 
buffeted in the high prieft's hall, and nailed fur you to 
the crofs, and ail to purchafe eternal happinefs and 
glory for my afflidted brethren. I am Jefus your broth- 
er. Behold my hands and my feet. It is I that died and 
fofe again for you, and have afcended to my Father 
and your Father^ to my God and your God \ and have 
gone up to prepare a place for you. It is I that fit at 
the helm, and have all power given to me. It is I that 
am faithful and true, I have the fame tender heart and 
yearning bowels for you I had on earth. It is I that 
never failed any that trufted in me. It is Jefus ydur 
brother, who am ftill the fame yefterday, to-day, and 
for even Be not afraid m trouble, it is I your dear 
friend and brother ; come near to me in the daily ex- 
ercife of fahh. Come near and clofe to me at my 
table, and take a narrow look to my five big wounds, 
and draw confolation firom them. Behold the t^vo 
wounds in my hands, and tl\e two wounds in my feet, 
which were made to bring you back i^aotcvV^x^V^*^- 
ven. Behold a iifth wound in nvj ^dt^ -accvti V^^'vbx^ 
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my heart, and fee it panting ivith love, and do notqaef- 
tion your brother's love to you any more. 



ADVICE VI. 

I'rom Matih. Ilii. a* A certain king ntade a marriage for hit fia* \\^ 

The gofpcl covenant, or covenant of grace, is-jfe 
marriage covenant betwixt Chrifl and believers ; a fuN 
prifmg marriage this is, and yet a marriage of God's 
making. Wonderful ! The great God is content to 
give his dear Son in marriage to fallen Adam's daugh- 
ter, that was become a Have to the devil ! Yea, he hath 
drawn up the contrail, and all the articles of it. Chrift 
the bridegroom hath cheerfully fubfcribed thecontraAi 
he dipt the pen in his o^vn blood on the crofs, and put 
his hand to it in the view of God, angels, roen^ and 

"all the world. Now the bridegroom wants your con* 
Tent to the marriage contrail, and he hath long been 
courting you to fubfcribe it : Some of you have often 
been i)urpoiing to do it ; yea, taken the pen in you! 
hand ; but, upon feme fmall temptation, have Aopt and 
thrown by the pen. This day Chrift hath fet a tryfl 
with you to conclude the bargain, and his ambaiTadpn 
r.re come, in his name, to fpread the contraft befo« 
you with all its articles. Well then. Will you go nvitl 
this man P Will you put your hand to the contrail i 

O iinners, you have no reafon to be (hy in this mat 
rer, you have nothing to be vain of, you are mean bom 
of low extract ; you are loathfome lepers, you are de- 
formed, black, and have no beauty -, you are cripples 
cannot walk, unlefs Chrift lift you ; you are drownec 
in debt, many old fcores hath Chriit to clear for you 
if he match with you. O, who could make love t< 
fuch a wretched creature. Tet, behold, here is on< 
that is fairer than the ions of men, of the blood-roya: 
of heaven, the heir of all things, courting you. Be af 

toniihcd^ O yc^eavensj at this maxdxX Oxv^ vc&^ij^^ 
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rich with a beggar, the heir of heaven with the heir of 
hell, the beauty of heaven and earth with a deformed 
negro ! But if the bridegroom be content^ why (hould 
you ftick ? Can yon give any reafon for your refufal or 
delay ? Now the God of heaven isfetting try ft with 
you to conclude this bleifed bargain with you at his ta- 
blej and calling you there to fign and feal a marriage 
^icontrafl with his Son, and that before all the perfons 
.^ the glorious Trinity, before the eleft angels^ before 
■Chrift's ambailadors, and befi^re all the congregation, 
witnefles thereto. There have been many meetings 
heretofore, about this grand aflfair, to no effeft : I'he 
world, Satan, and the flefli have formerly broke o£F the 
treaty ; forbid it, Lord, that they do it this day. O, 
that the long fpoke of match,, betwixt a crucified Jefus 
and loft fouls, may hold at laft. This may be the laft 
try ft, the laft offer Chrift will make ; it may be now or 
never with you. Lay your hand to your heart then,, 
and confider well before you refufe. 

Cotne, take another view of this beautiful bride- 
groom, that is in your ofier. Behold how delicate his 
complexion is, He is nvhite and ruddy ; white in regard 
of his innocence, ruddy in his bloody pafficn. O how 
peerlefs is his perfon ! how ravilhing his beauty I how 
charming his voice ! how ftately his goings I how fra- 
grant his garments ! They fmell cf aloes, myrrh, and 
eaflia ! Search all the world, you cannot find his equal. 
One glimpfe of him is enough to ravifti men and an- 
gels : His l&cks are black and bujby as the raven^ his lips 
are like lillies^ dropping fiveet fmelling myrrh; his legs as- 
pillars of marbleifep upon fpckets of fine gold ; his counte* 
nance is as Lebanon^ excellent as the cedars ; yea he ii al- 
together lovely ! Now, can you refufe fuch a lovely per- 
fon, efpeoialiy when you think he loved you, fo as to 
fufFer a cruel and bloody death for youj and to fend 
his portraiture with the marks of his wounds to be 

Eut in your hands at his holy table, and all to win your 
eart I Come view, and remember the many woundo 
he received from you, by the thorus ^\vk\\ ^\^x<c^^'^'^ 

. o a 
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head, by the pincers that plucked his hair, by the fcourg- 
es that tore his back, by the nails that pierced his hands 
and feet, and by the fpear that opened his fide ! Sure- 
ly thefe wounds do not mar his beauty to the eye of 
faith ; nay, though he be all over wounded, mangled, 
and bleeding, yet to a believer he is ftill whit^ and mi' 
dyj the chUfiJl among ten thoufandy fairer than all theftms tf. 
men^ nay than all the fons of God too. 

Certainly the bridegroom mud be in eameft, whdK; 
he comes in his marriage robes to win backward hearts ; 
when he puts on his dyed garments, and is red in Us 
apparel ; when he difplays his glory, brings the maN 
riage coRtraA in his hand, fpreads it on the commun- 
ion table, and calls all who love him to fign it. O that 
many were made willing in a day of his power, to- go 
into all the articles of his marriage covenant, faying, 
My heart is now content to go with the man Chrift, 
that wonderful man ; I confent to all his terms, he is 
my Lord and my God; my glorious Emmanuel; mybt' 
kved is mine ; and lam his. Queft. I would know par- 
ticularly what he requires on my part of the contraA, 
that 1 may diftinftiy clofe with him ? Anf. He would 
have you, i . Convinced of your linking and perifliing 
flate, while you ftand upon the old bottom of a cove- 
nant of works, and willing to leave it, and leap from- it, 
and cleave to a covenant of grace, and a borrowed 
TJjjhteGufhefs, for all the ground of your hope. 2. He 
would have you humbled and grieved for your long 
flighting his kind ofters by your unbelief, and for your 
preferring Satan's drudgery to his fervice. 3. Give up 
with all other lovers, and thoie that would rival it with 
Chrift, fuch as fin, the world, and the law ; felf-right- 
coufncfs muft be renounced and parted with ; you muft 
break league with all Chrift's enemies. 4. Accept of Je- 
fus Chrifl as your hufband, receive him in all his offices, 
reft and depend on him alone for righteoufnefs,ftrength, 
land falvation. 5. Give away ypurfclves, foul and body 
to Chrift, rertgn your will to his will, and furrender ail 
ycni havr to his d\fpofa\. 6. 'R.'ifoXN^ ^xv^ Nt5r«^ la 
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Chrift's ftrength to crucify fin^ and walk with him in 
all the ways of new obedience. 7. Engage to be true 
and faithful to your hufband, and never to retra£t 
8. Keep up the remembrance of your hufband's coming 
at the laft day, to folemnize the marriage and take you 
home to himfelf \ and be always in readinefs to go forth 
to meet him. The bridegroom is ready long fince, and 
-will foon rend thefe clouds to meet you in the air, and 
• fend his angels to bring you up to him :, Therefore, be 
ye alfo ready, 

O why doth he delay his coming ? What flops the 
wheels of his chariot ? Surely it is not becaufe he is 
unready, but becaufe you are not ready. All the el eft 
are not yet brought in to him, and he is determined 
not to want one of them. O then be providing for 
the marriage day all proper furniture, robes, jewels, 
rings, and ornaments, againil the time that Chriil and 
yoQ take up houfe together in heaven. Be fure to go 
to Chrift for every bit of your pleniihing, for righteouf« 
nefs, and all the graces of the Spirit. In the mean time, 
take home with you the marriage contraft, the precious 
promiies which Chrift hath fubfcribed with his blood, 
Be often looking into it, and viewing your bridegroom's 
hand- writ and engagement. His writing is fair and 
beautiful ; let not Satan or unbelief caft blots upon it 
to deface it ; keep it fair and legible, and draw all your 
comforts from ii \ your hufband is faithful, and will 
keep his word. 



ADVICE VII. 

From Lam. i. 12. Behold and i«e, ibe Lord baib afflieUd me in tie day 
ofbisjierce anger. 

With far better ground may Chrift make ufe of 
thefe words of his church, and call us to behold his fuf- 
ferings for us under the fierce anger of God, in the 
day when it pleafed the Lord to bruife km^ and ^ut \>\m \^ 
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grief in our ftead, Ifa. liii. lo. Many things did he 
fuffer from men and devils; but his affliAions and 
bruifes from the immediate hand of God^ taking ven- 
geance for the e!eft's fins, vcrc far more heavy. His 
foul fufferings were the moft afflidling of all others. 
Let every communicant behold, fee, and confider thefe 
with fuitable afiefiions. 

Behold not only the buffetings, fcourgings, wound- 
ings, and cruel mockings your lovely Jefiis endured from 
men, the in(Vruments of God's juftice, but efpecially 
what he fufiered in his foul by the defertion or dere- 
liffion of God the Father, whereby the gracious influ- 
ences and comforts from the divine to the human na- 
ture of Chrift were fufpended for a time, and a black 
cloud of wrath overwhelmed him, fo that no light ap- 
peared to him ; which made him cry out, My Gody mj 
Gody why haft thou forfaken me ? Nay, at this time he 
had a torrent of wrath flowing in upon his foul, and the 
moft dreadful imprefGons of his Father's anger, and the 
law's curie, which fell upon him for man's fin, when he 
was made a curfe for us, that it caft him into a fit of 
fore amazement, confternation, and terrible agony, and 
into a fweat of blood. The fire of wrath raging in his 
foul affefted his body fi>, that it dried up his ftrength 
and moifture as a potfhcrd, and made his tongue cleave 
to his jaws. He held his peace under all his fiiflerings 
from men,, and opened not his mouth ; but when God's 
immediate wrath fell heavily on him, then he cried out. 
It is faid. He put up prayers ofid fupplications, nvith Jlroiig 
crying and tearsy Hcb. v. 7. Yet God would not fpare 
him, nor abate him one firipe or farthing of the debt ', 
let him cry never fo loud, juftice was inexorable \ he 
muft fatisfy to the full. 

O ! can you fee the great Emmanuel fubftitute in 
your room or ftead \ God acting again (l him as an in- 
exoraWe judge ; Jehovah running upon him as a giant, 
not only withdrawing his countenance, and all feeling 
of his \oy\ng kindnefs from him, but making him the 
butt of bis envenomed arrows, ^tvA; ivov.\i^ ^^^h*'^^ 
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admiration at Chrift's love, and forrow for your fins, 
which brought fuch a ftorm of wrath upon him ! O 
how fad were the bruifes ! How deep were the wounds ! 
How wide the gafhes ! and how heavy the blows he 
got from the fword of juftice for our fins ? The fword 
was not dull or fieepy, but furbifhed and awakened by 
juliice to the execution. O how heavy were the blows 
our furety got from this awakened fword in the garden 
of Gethfemane, which made his foul exceeding forrowful^ 
and put him in a dreadful agony and bloody fweat ! 
Behold and fee how patiently he drank the bitter cup 
of God's wrath for you, the poifon. ivhereof drank up his 
fpiriUi and made his blood to boil in his veins, and burft 
though his body, clothes and all ! He fweat without 
any outward fire or heat, and bled without any exter- 
nal wound ! Behold his garments dyed red, and the 
ground and grafs where he lay all bedewed with hit 
precious blood ! Behold him broken with breach up* 
on breach, till all the fea billows of divine vengeance 
went over him, fo that he fell to the'ground, was cov- 
ered with blood, and overwhelmed with wrath I Be- 
hold and fee, if there be any forrow like his forrows ! 
It is faid, Mark xiv. 33. He began to be fore amazed 
and very heavy / Which (hews what a load and pref- 
fure of wrath his foul lay under, that put him in an ag- 
ony that flill increafed more and more, like the waters 
in Ezekiel's vifion, ftill deeper and deeper, from the an- 
cles to the knees, till they became waters to fwim in ; 
yea, fwelled into an ocean that would have overwhelm- 
ed the whole eledt world. Into this ocean our blefied 
Jonah was willing to be thrown for our fake, and in it 
he continued to fwim until he brought every eleft foul 
fafe a(hore. It is recorded of Abraham, when offering 
his facrifice. Gen. xv. 1 2. ^hat in the evenings lo / an 
horror of great davhnefsfell upon him. This was verified 
much more of Chrift in the evening before his pafilon 
in the garden : There a terrible horror of great dark- 
nefs fell upon Chrift's foul, which made him exceeding 
heavy and fort amazed, at the profipeil o( X.V«. fe^ tjS. 
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Dulicey envf , ambition, worldlinefs, atheifm, wandering 
from God, backwardnefs to duty, &c. by which we 
have betrayed Jefus Chrifl. And as the difcipleswhea 
fearching themfelves, were exceeding forrowful, to 
ought we before we partake; and good reaibn have 
we for it, when we reflect upon our former guilt and 
treacherous dealing with God, and when we confidef 
the prefent deceitftilnefs and defperate wickedneis ot 
our hearts, and that they are as ready to betray Ghrift 
as ever ; yea, that there is hypocrify and treachery i^ 
our hearts againft Chr^Mrhich we have not yet-dit 
covered. Upon all wl^m accounts, we have grooikl 
with the difciples to be exceeding forrowfuL 

Now is the time, O communicants, to fearch and t^ 
amine yourfelves, and to be exceeding forrowful for the 
many traiterous wounds you have given Chrift by break- 
ing both tables of the law, and every command thereof 
by finning againft light and conscience, againft merties 
and judgments, warnings and reproofs, confeffions zoi 
prayers. By unthankfulnefs for redeeming love, neg- 
le^ling gofpel offers, not loving and refting upon a cru- 
cified Jefus, not accounting all things lofs and dung for 
him ; not delighting in attending his ordinances, aod 
in remembering his love in the holy fupper. O how 
treacherous have your hearts been to Chrift ! how blood" 
thirfty have your fins been againft him, in preiling him 
down in the garden, in nailing him to the curfed treef. 
How are you able to look to Gethfemane or Golgotha,- 
with unconcerned hearts or dry eyes \ Were not your 
fins the principal aftors in that horrid tragedy ? Thcfe, 
to be fure, were the traitors, which, by the hands of 
Judas, delivered up Jefus to be crucified : What wert 
Pilate, the Jews, or Romans, but the executioners of 
your fini^ ? Who put the fword in Juftice*s hands? 
Who raifed the tempeft of wrath againft your furety ? 
Oh ! it was your fins. Blame none fo much as them (■ 
they were the Juda< that betrayed him, the Herod that • 
mocked him, the Pihite that condemned him, and the 
foldicr th?tt pierced him \ viilV ^ou uoi ihi^u be exceed- • 
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ing forrowful for your traiterous heart> and bloody 
fins ? Could they ever have been guilty of a more 
horrid crime than murdering the Lord of Glory ? O 
fhall the rocks about Jerufalem rend afunder, the earth 
tremble and fhake^ the fun veil its face, and the whole 
heavens put on a mourning habit, when Chrift fufflrred 
for your fins ? And (hall you the criminals, who de- 
ferved all this punifhment, fVand unaffected ? O what 
ftupid hearts muD: you have, if they do not mourn for 
your fins which brought on fuch agonies upon the Son 
of God, before they could b^ expiated. Had you in 
your paflion given a deadly i^ound to any poor inno- 
cent man, your heart would have bled for it all your 
days ; and will not your hearts much more relent for 
flaughtering the innocent Lamb of God ! One that 
never wronged you, but was always inter poilng for you 
and doing you good I 

Remember what David faid to the Lord, when he 
faw the people deftroyed for his fin, 2 Sam. xxiv. 17, 
X,09 I have Jinned and done wickedly^ hut as fsr ihefe Jheep 
'what have they done ? In like manner fay you. Lord, I 
have finned, I have done wickedly, but as for this fpot- 
lefs Lamb what hath he done ? I have eaten the four 
grapes, but his teeth were fet on edge. O when will 
your heart melt, and your eyes weep, if not now ? Ne- 
ver was there fiich a moving fight fv:t before your eyes, 
as the Lord of Glory pierced and ildin by your fins. 
Now It if, that deep calleth unto deepy deep fufforings in 
Chrifi for deep.forrow in thee. 

O faith on*-, I defire to be grieved for my hypocrify 
and treacherous dealing with Chrift, and for fin that 
crucified him, buj how fhall I know if my forrow be of 
the right fort ? Anf. Examine it by fuch marks as 
thefe. I .Godly forrow is accompanied with fome 
view of the mercy of God in Chrift, which fupports 
the foul, and keeps it from defpair. Judas's forrow^ 
however deep it was, wanted this neceffary ingr^ient. 
2. If true, it will be univerfal, both for your own fins, 
and the fiixs of others ; for the fins of the place HiVi^Tt. 

P 
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jou livCy and for thofe of the whole land. 3. If it be 
right forrow^ it will bring you to confider the aggra^ 
tions and heinous circumftances of your fins, as bang 
againft light, againft love^ and againft {blemn engage- 
ments and profeffions of friendfhip, fo as to mourn 9x4 
cry how traiterous hath my heart been to fo kind a 
mader ! 4. It will produce thefe feven happy ctklA 
mentioned, 2. Cor. vii. 1 1. There it is (aid,, godly 
ibrrow for fin works, i. Carefulnefs, that is, a care^ 
recover peace with God for what is paft, and to plcale 
God for the time to come, by amending what is aioifi, 
and avoiding all temptations and occafions that lead to 
fin. 2. Clearing of yourfelves, by mourning over the 
fins of other men, diflenting from them, and fhewing 
your deteftation of them. 3. Indignation againft fin, 
as the abominable thing which God hates. The hcait 
of a true penitent rifes, fwells, and boils againll fin. 
Then it is you are angry and fin not, when you w 
angry at fin, and at yourfelves for fin. 4. Fear ; the 
true penitent fears to offend God as he hath done ; and 
that he may not do it, he nourifheth a holy fear and 
awful impreiEon of the holinefs of God, and alfo a fear 
of holy jealoufy and watchful nefs over himfelf, left fin 
iurprife him at any time. 5. Vehement defire, to wit, 
after reconciliation with God through Chrift, and after 
reformation of every thing amifs, and to be entirely rid 
of all fin. 6. Godly forrow produceth zeal, whkh b 
an affcdion or grace compounded of love and singer, to 
wit, love to God and duty, and anger againft fin, and 
every thing oppofite to God. 7. Revenge, by feeking 
the utter extirpation of Ha, by fading, mortifying the 
flefli, and denying yourfelves in fome things lawful for 
a time. A good way to execute this revenge agaiofi 
fin, is for penitents to take frequent views of the dcfp 
and bloody wounds which fin hath given to your dear 
Redeemer. It is written of the Emperor Julius Csefa^, 
that after he was murdered in the fenate, they brought 
forth his robe all befmeared with his blood to the mar- 
ket place, and expofed it to o^en view, in order to 
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Awaken his friends, to take revenge upon his enemies. 
This is furely one de&gtt of the holy facrament to 
awaken your zeal againff fin, vrhich murdered the Lord 
of Glory. Laftly, Godly fonfovr for fin, will drive you 
to Chrift for help againrf fin ; it witl make you flee to 
Chrift for deliverance from zn i\\ heart, as well as from 
the «vrath that iin defervcth : hence the apoftle cried, 
^wretched man that I amy tvhojhall deliver me from the 
oudy of this death ? Rom. vii, 24* 



ADVICE IX. 

From Heb vi. x8. Who haw fit J for re/wge^ U (^ hat/ ufM the bofT 
net hefore us. 

' We have here a two fold dclTcripfion of true believ- 
ters, which come to one : 1 . They are fuch as have 
fled to Chrift as the true city of refuge, to (helter them 
from avenging juftice. 2. They are fuch as have by 
faith laid hold on Chrift fet before them in the gofpci 
promife, as their only hope of falvation. 

Chrift is our refuge city from the curfes of the law 
which hang over us, from the avenger of blood, divine 
juftice that purfues us, and from the devils which lie in 
wait for us." riie cities of refuge under the law were 
fit, but under the gofpel we have one better than them 
all. l^eirs only protefted the body from the wrath 
of man, but ours doth protedl both foul and body, from 
the wrath of an angry God. The way to it is made 
plain and patient, pillars are fet up, Chrift's minifters 
to direft finners in the way to it. In this bleiied city 
there is protection, inftruftion, provifion, and fulnel's 
■for all that flee to it. Here is all our hope of falvation, 
and it is in vain to hope for fafety any where elfe. Now, 
communicants, this blefled hope is fet before you ; 
cdme lay hold on it, and cleave faft to it. Now the 
dty is fet on a hill, the way to it prepared, and the 
gates open : The golpel trumpet is fouudtd^ -^xxi -^t^- 



172 SACRAMENTAL ADVICBS. 

clamation made, whofoever flies to the city, bchis .cafir 
what it will, (hall in no wi(e be caft out. - . .^ 

Under the law he that (aw his danger, and fled to 
the city of refuge, did firmly believe there was fafetf 
and i^curity for him by public authority in that prlvi* 
ledged place, if he could but get into it in time, befom 
the avenger of blood did overtake him : Thercifbrc he 
earnedly deOred to be once within the gates. of k, aojl 
for that end, put forth his utmoft vigour in runniD|j. 
He did not linger, halt, nor fit down by the way ; iqr 
would he turn aficle to any crooked by-path that tnigbt 
lead him about, but kept the ftraight and neareft way 
to the city, as the pillars fet up direfted him. No per- 
iliaflon of any man could make him look or flee to any 
other city^, caftlc, or hiding-place for fafety, but to the 
city aiithorifed by law. In like manner let every con- 
vinced finner, learn from this to fiee to Jefus Cbrift 
our fafety from wrath, ais the on^y refuge appoiatedby 
God for him. Look^ defire, and pant earneftly to be 
within the gates. O finner, run wiih fpeed, now the 
gales are wide open in the Word and in the facrament. 
Put forth your utmoll: vigour, and efcape for yoiirlife; 
Do not linger nor delay, but flee as one that fees juf- 
tice clofe at your heels. Avoid all other flickers and 
by-ways for relief; away with carnal company, finful 
pleafures, worldly mirth or diverfions : Nay, take dq 
Ihcltcr in your own duties and performances ; belieVe 
that none of thefc can fcreen or protecl you from the 
fword of juflice ; and that none clfe can, but he who 
is The Lord our righteoufnefs , 

Of old, nothing could flop the man when flying to 
the city of refuge : Had his wife and children hung' 
about him, or his own heart fuggefled to him, will you 
leave your houfe, your garden, lands, relations, and 
many accommodations, and go to a flrange city and 
fpend your days ? He would have flung them all from 
him, and taken flight, faying to wife and children^ betf 
ter part with all things than part with my life ; if you 
yr'dl not ibilow me, I mvL& kv^t ^o^ 'd.VV b&hm.d. So. 
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let awakened fouls flee with fpeed and rcf olutibn to Jc- 
fus Chrift ; fay to the wdrld's profits, fins, plcafurcs, 
Satan's allurements, and whatever would tempt you to 
ftay behind, get you hence^ away with every thing that 
would hinder me from Chrift. My Saviour and my 
foul are more precious to me than all the world ; take 
sill things from me and give me Chrift. How great 
was Jerome, one of the ancient fathers, his love to 
Chrift ; how ftrong was his refolution, when he faid, 
«• If my father was weeping on his knees before me, 
w my mother hanging about my neck behind me, my 
w brethren, fifters, and kinsfolk howling on eyery fide 
«< to retain me from Chrift, I would caft my mother to 
<« the ground, run over my father, and defpift all my 
« kindred, tread all under my feet, and run to Chrift." 

O awakened foul, behold how Chrift difplays his love 
to thee in the facrament, he opens his wounds to be a 
refuge and hiding-place to thee, and calls aloud to thee 
to come and ftee in thither. Turn ye^ turn ye^ ivhy imll 
ye die P To whom will ye flee for help, when the aven- 
ger of blood is at your heels, if ye flee not to Chrift the 
only refuge from wrath ? Hills and mountains, feas 
and depths, heaven and earth, cannot hide thee from 
the ftorm, if Chrift do it not. Now you have a noble 
opportunity^ while the clefts of Chrili's wounds ftand 
open, and the blefled hope fet before you in the facra- 
ment, and Chrift ftretching out his hand, and waiting 
to fee who will rife and flee to him. O to fee fouls 
rifing in flocks, and flying as doves to their windows : 
What a pleafing fight would this be. 

O, faith one, I cannot rife, my wings are dipt, my 
fool clogged, I cannot mount up. Anfw. If you can- 
not mount up as with eagle's wings, fee if you can run 
to Chrift, and kneel before him, like that young man, 
idark X. 17. Objeft. I find myfelf fo burdened and 
heavy laden, that I cannot run. Anf. Then flievv a 
wiUingnefs to run to Chrift, and cry, Draw nie, ami I 
HviU ran after thee ; even a define to run will be aicceijt- 
cd, as of thofe in Nchemiah i. 1 1 . 0\>i^€!<., ^ux^ ^^^"^"^ 

p 2 
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one, my heart is fo dead and iluggiCh, I have neither 
ftrength nor will to run to Chrift. Anf. If you can- 
not run, then fee if you can but go towards him; ibr- 
we read in Jeremiah ii. 2. thofe who went after him is 
the wildemefs were accepted of him. Objedl. Ala^* 
faith one, I am fb weak and feeble, I cannot go. Anf/ 
Then endeavour to creep and move towards him asymi 
can. ObjeA. But I am fo lame and impotenti bothr 
in hands and feet, that I cannot creep or move. An£- 
If you cannot move to Chrift, then look to Chrift, i» 
the Ifraelites did when ftung with fiery ferpents^ 
Chrift calls every feeble foul to do it, Ifa. xlv. 22. LeA 
unto mcy and be ye foved^ ail the ends of the earth i and 
would you have (Jhrift come any lower than a lobkl 
O look up to Jefus as lifted up upon the pole of the 
crofs, for all nations to behold him. Qbje£t. My eyes 
are dim, the crofs 'far off; Jerufalem, where it was fcft 
up, is out of fight. Anf. The pole of the gofpel, and 
of the facrament, on which Chrift is now lifted up,TS 
near at hand ; look up to him thereon, and be favcd* 
Objeft. Saith one, I am fo burdened with guilt, I can-t 
not lift mine eyes. Anf. Then lie low before him, like 
the humble publican, who was fo burdened, that he was 
afliarned to lift up his eyes to heaven, and, under, i 
deep fenfe of his vilenefs, cried, God be merciful to miv 
ftnner^ and fo doing was accepted. In like maimer 
humble yourfelves before a merciful Redeemer, aiul 
plead his promife, Matth. xi. 28. Truft his word for 
cafe and reft to your burdened foul. 



ADVICE X. 

Trom John iii. 14. Even to must tbi Son 0/ man be lifted up, 

■ ', 

The lifting up of the brazen ferpent upon a pole^'^o 

heal ferpent-ftung Ifraelites, was a type of the lifting up 

of Chrift on the crofs, to heal convinced finners^ Ctt 

theW wounds by fin. As there was but one brazen 

ferpent for healing the whole cava^ ot l^ri«\vfg Ch^ 

:ri?d/jcd is the only remedy a.Tvd S?tV\Q\3LT fet ^ Vik 
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world. He muft be lifted up ; lus dying on the crofs 
was neceiTary to fulfil his engagements from eternity to 
be our furety ; he muft be offered up ai a (acrifice to 
fatisfy divine juftice for the fins of men, feeing nothing 
elfe could do it. Though ChrifVs engagement to fu& 
fer for us, was entirely voluntary at. firfi, yet having 
once undertaken, it became neceffary for him to be lift- 
ed up. And glory to him that would not go back: 
from his word, however great his fufferings were. 

Come then, O communicants, behold and confider, 
with fuitable thoughts and afieAions, your lifted up Je- 
fus dying on the crofs. After he had borne the heavy 
crofs on his bleeding fhoulders up mount Calvary, this 
crofs muft next bear him upon the top of the mount, 
being firft nailed to it, and lifted up with if. Come^ 
fee how this was done : Behold the crofs- tree laid down 
upon the ground, and the Lord Jefus ftript naked, laid 
on his back with hands andfeet ftretched out upon the 
tree, that they might take the meafure of his body, 
and mark the holes for the nails I and lo, they take the 
meafure longer than the truth, that they might both 
crucify and rack him at once, till his bones fhould go 
out of joint : So the crofs was a rack as well as death. 
Our firft parents ftretched forth their guilty hands to 
take the forbidden fruit from the tree, therefore our 
gtoriout Saviour did willingly ftretch forth his inno- 
cent hands to be nailed to the tree, to fatisfy for their 
guilt. Come fee four big nails driven into his hands 
and feet, the moft finewy and fenfible parts of his bo- 
dy, and faftened to the tree 5 apply your ear, and hear 
the hideous found of the hammers knock in thefe 
nails ! Oh, your fins were the hammers did it, mourn 
for thej:n. 

Come next and fee the Lord of Glory, when nailed 
fafl to the tree, lifted up with it on high, and made to 
Sand upright to the view of all the world. And then 
the foot of the tree let fall down with violence into the 
deep hole they had digged to faften it, whidtk-iall did 
inij^kaWj increafc his torments, and TWi4"Cafc ^Q>a2^ 
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wounds mad^ by the nails. Thus his own weight Ik* 
came his torture, ftill widening the wounds more and" 
more, till all his precious blood dreamed out of theflii 
Bchokl your great Emmanuel lifted on a crofs betwixt 
heaven and earth, as if he had been unworthy df^af' 
place in either, hanging betwixt two thieves, as if ISH. 
had been the greateft malefaAor of the three. O what 
a fpe£bicle was your Redeemer to both heaven and' 
earth when thus lifted up ! An aftoniihment to angebf. 
A derifion to the wicked ! Compunftion to believers ! 
but a facrifice acceptable to the juftice of his etemsit 
Father ! Look on this moving fpe£tacle with deep Hk^ 
row for fin that faftened him to the tree, and made 
him hang on thefe tormenting nails for feveral hckiii 
without comfort inward or outward. No way could 
he turn for eafe being fixed to the tree; if he itirred 
his biefled body at all, he was tormented afrefli bytfic 
wounds of his hands and £(|et, on which the whiihr 
weight of his body did hang ; if he had moved hi^' 
head, which had the crown of thorns on it, the thorns 
would but pierce into it deeper, yet for all this he com- 
plained not ', no figh or groan was heard from him, but 
what he offered up to God for your fins. 

When the Son of Man was thus lifted up, obftrve 
how the ftreams of his precious blood run down to the 
ground, and ftood in a little pool at the foot of the 
crofs, until the earth drank it up. Let this fight afieA 
your hearts, and open all the fprings of forrow for fin 
that pierced him. Sit down at the foot of the crofs, 
and receive the facred blood, as it falls, upon your hard 
hearts ; let it drop on them, until it make them as fofl 
as the ground it fell on. Let it drop on all the fores 
and wounds of your fouls, for it is the balm that muft 
heal them. Obferve alfo the great extent of Chrift's 
fufferings at this time, they reached to all the parts rf 
his body, and to all the powers of his foul : He fuSer* 
ed in all his fenfes, his i'eeing, with the fcomful g^f- 
tures of bis enemies; his hearing, with their fcofisand 
bhfphemics j his frneH, vjilb. tVx^ tvov^otcv^ ^tttfilL of 
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Golgotha y his tafte^ with gall and vinegar *, his feeling, 
with the piercing nails and thorns. Behold his hands, 
that were ftill beSowing bleilings, now fixed with nails *, 
his feet, that walked in God's ways, now digged 
through ; his bowels, that yearned for finnei?, now 
jfbrunk and dried up *, his lips, that fpoke as never mao 
fppke, now fwollen with blows. Now he fuffered on 
the crofs till his firength was dried up like a pot/herd^ and 
his tongue cleaved to his jaws ; the fire of God*s wrath 
fcorched him inwardly, which made him cry out, / 
ihir/I. His enemies mingled, at this time, a cup of 
viiiegar and gall to him, which he rcfufed ; but, glory 
to him, he refufed not the cup which his Father min- 
gled to him,- though filled with wrath and. curfes; 
This he drank for us, though it filled his whole foul 
with angujih and made him roar and complain of his 
Father's deferting him : The arrows of the Almighty 
were within him, the poifon whereof drank up his 
fpirit. Amidd thefe fearful fuflferings, our lifted Jefus 
expired willingly ofi^ring up himfelfjon the crofs, a 
propitiatory facrifice for us. 

O believers, did Chrift lift up himfelf as a willing 

lacrifice for you on the crofs, fee then to lift up the 

gates of your fouls to receive in this Saviour ; let him 

have a joyful welcome into your fouls, and give him the 

b^ft entertainment, the beft affe<Stions, and the heft fer* 

vicCf Did he willingly llretch out his arms to be nail- 

ecjl to the crofs for you ? Then be not unwilling to 

ftretch out the arms of faith to embrace him ; but fee 

to embrace him wholly in all his cfiices, cf prophet, 

prieft,.and king j be willing to be taught, faved, and 

ruled by him. Was Chrift lifted up on the crofs (as 

the brazen ferpent was lifted up in the wilderncfs) for 

healing all the ftings and wounds given us by fin and. 

Satan ? O then look up to him with the eye of faith 

for healing. This is the great remedy of God's con - 

triving and providing, put ftrong confidence in it, and 

look to it with hope and expe^ation : Never diftrull: 

tte virtue of God's remedy, nor defpait of Vv^Xvu^^tckxxN 
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it, however deep your ftings, or large your wounds Jk': 
For Chrift was lifted up to be a remedjtior tfaft-zohief 
of finners, i Tim. i. 15. and none ever perifhed' tint 
looked to him. Was Chrift willing to be lifted upto 
fuffer for you ? Then let your hearts be lifted up-. to 
ferve and obey him^ like Kuig Jehofhaphat, who^ h^flt 
was lifted up in the ways of the Lord, 2 Chron.-xyiii 
6. Lift up your heart with your voice in his-praijEB|> 
fpeak of the glorious honour of his MajeAy, and. makA 
known his mighty a^s : Obey his commands^ and .pan- 
ticularly his dying command : to remember him ^t |i^ 
table with aAivity and delight : Go with lifted up h^vti 
to a communion table to remember him, that weat fo 
willingly to be lifted up on a bloody crofsfor you.. THif 
ancient exhortation to communicants was Surfum CQ^ 
da, << Lift up your hearts to meet with a lifte4 m 
«Jefus." 



ADVICE XI. 

From Exod. xiv. 15. SjfguA unto the children of Israel, thai i%ej p 

fat ivard. 

' ">' 

This is the anfwer of Mofes' prayer for Ifrael wh^ 
in a great ftrait at the Red fea. It is faid, he cried tp 
God, yet we read not of one word he fpake : He on]/ 
lift up his heart to God, who well undcrftands the laii- 
guage of the heart. Mofes' filent prayers of faith pre* 
vailed more with God, than Ifrael's loud outcries oif 
fear. A believing communicant may, in a ftrait, cry to 
God, in prayer, without fpeaking a word ; fo did Mo- 
fes here for fainting Ifrael. When they came out qf 
the land of bondage, and fled from Pharaoh's tyranny, 
the Lord ordered them to march towards the iba \ but 
now when they are near to it, and fee Pharaoh's migh- 
ty army purfuing, and clofe at their heels, they arc in a 
^reat ftrait what courfe to take, they think certainly 
tbeymu& turn either to the n^Vii ot \fcfc. k'wvd to make 
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their efcape from Pharaoh ; no, faith God» fpeak to 
thixxi to go (lili fofWard, as ftraight towards the fea, as 
if they faw a fleet of tranfport (hips there waiting to 
take them in. O, might they think, <« This is a hard 
•* command, go forward, when we fee nothing but the 
** dieep devouring fca before us ; as good go back to 
*' the Egyptians, or ftand ftill until they come up and 
" put us to the fword, as go forward into the fea and 
** be drowned : Will the deep fea have any more mer- 
«cy on us than the cruel Egyptians." But faith the 
Lord, fhake no objections, ?ik no queftions, let the peo- 
ple go forward, obey my command, and truft me with 
their lives. 

Obferve here, O timorous communicant, O doubting 
believer, when you are in fears and llraits with refpedt 
to the management or fuccefs of your duty, you arc to 
Cet yourfelves to obey God's command, go forward in 
the ufe of means, with a fin cere htart, and leave the 
event to God. You may poflibly, at this time, be 
"brought to the ftraitening cafe of the children of lfr»- 
el,-when at the brink of the Red fea, and their hearts 
in great perplexity, ready to fink within them for fear. 
Some may be faying within themfelves, How fhall fuch 
a vile black unworthy creature go forward to the Red 
fea of Chriffs blood, who hath both fpilt it and defpif- 
ed it ? How fhall I, after all, venture to go forward, to 
wafh or bathe my unclean foul in it ? Well, it is God's 
plain command to you to go forward to it, however 
heavy laden you be with guilt, fee i John iii. 23. Mat. 
xi. 28. John i. 29. others as vile and black have obeyed 
his command, have gone forward to this Red fea, and 
been wafhed in it, fee i Cor. vi. 9, 10, 1 1. yea, we read, 
AQs ii. 36. of three thoufand of thofe who aftually 
embrued their hands in this blood, who were wafhed 
by it. How wonderful is its virtue ! It is able to take 
aiway the fins of a whole world, and much more the 
fins of a few ; therefore do not, O finner, rebel againfl 
God's command any longer. 

Again, confidcr what is God*6 fpecial command to 
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thee at this time, namely. Do this in remembrance of pie 4 
his precept is plain and exprefs to keep up the meiQar/ 
of his love to loft men. Can you think to look on his 
face with comfort at the laft day, if you have no pte)- 
(ure to rememher him now : Surely his prefence f^I \ 
be terrible then to thofe, to whom his memory if not 
delightful now. But you may have ftraits and difficnlp 
ties about this duty. O, faith one, « My flrait is fft4% 
« I know not what to do -, whether to flay back froa 
^ God's holy table, or go forward : If I ftay bac^I 
^* difobey my dying Saviour's command, to fhevP fordi 
<< his death in this manner : II* I go forward unwo^* 
<' thily, I contract the guilt of his body and blood,.and 
^ eat and drink my own damnation. Alas, what fliidl 
*« 1 do ? my need of Chrift and his blood is fo great, 
<* Icaunot think of flaying back; and yet my pr6pa^ 
<* ration is fo little, I know not how to go forward.^^ 
<' Ah, my uni\ orthinefs is great, how fhall I go to the 
'* table of fo great a king in the (tat^ and cafe I am iO} 
'* (o V'lc, fo iinful, (o indifpofed, fo hard hearted ? If 
" the woman that had the bloody iflue feared fo mu(£ 
** to come and touch the hem of Chrift's garment, hoW 
*• much more may I who am full of the running if- 
<« fues of iin, fear to go forward to touch the. facred 
*« fymbols of his body and blood, and put my haiid iii- 
" to his wounds, and feel the print of the nails .^ 
Come then, unworthy as you are, obey Chrift's cwft^ 
mand, and veniure your foul in his hand : Go fofwarf 
with all the preparation you can attain to, deeply feiK 
fible of your own vilenefs, and humbled for your fhort* 
coiningf, trufHng in the worthinefs of the Lamb that 
was flam to anfwer for your unworthinefs, in his blood 
to waAi away your pollution, and in his ftrength to 
help your weaknefs. Venture forward, faying, liktf 
Jehoihaphat, " Lord, I have no ability, no might for- 
^^ this great ordinance, neither know I what to do \ btit' 
** my eyes are unto thee, it is in tliy name, in thy 
*< ftrength, and at thy command, thar I go forward to 
^f remember a dying Jefus at his holy table. Lord, put 
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<^on'me thfe woihjxng garmcntj prcparcy rccdve and 
« welcome mc." - 

Object. Some may fay, they are only the children of 
Ifiraely whO| in the text, are bid go forward \ and we 
fti^e afraid we are none of thefe. Anf. All are bidden, 
without exception, come to Chrift ; yea, even the ftout 
hearted are called to go to him. Now, if you come to 
Chrift, it will'be a fure proof of your being liraers 
diildren, and among thoie who are bid go forward. 
Mtnifters indeed have a r|)ecial commiffion to fpeik to 
the children of Ifrael, that they go forward to his t^ 
We ; whoever ftay back, they ought not. 

Queft. Who are thofe that may be numbered among 
I&aei's children, or the feed of Jacob ? Ans. The cVSl' 
4ren of Jacob or Ifrael, if they be of the truejfcind, 
will be like their father, particularly in thefe jBngs ; 
firftj Jacob was a great wreftler with God in prayer, 
and hence he got the name of Ifrael, he wept and made 
fnpplications at BeiHd, and prevailed as a prince with 
.Godj which is the meaning of the name of Ifrael. 
Now, if you be wreftlers with God, you are Ifrael's 
children, and called to go forward. Second, Jacob 
wtuf a plain man, fo he is called. Gen. xxv. 27. that is, 
a (ingle hearted man: It was by this character that 
Chrilt defcribes a true Ifraelite, Joha i. 47. Behold an 
J^aeUte indeedj in whmi is no guile. Now, if you ftudy 
opdly fincerity, and plain dealing in your behaviour 
votfa to God and man, you are Ifrae\*s children, and 
jc^led to go forward. Third, Jacob had faith in Chrift, 
and l»elieving views of him as the glorious Shiloh j he 
w^tecJWpr his coming, drew his comfort from it, and 
rejoiced in the gathering of the people to him : If it 
be fo with you, then we bid you go forward. Fourth, 
ifrael and his children were God's covenanted people ; 
they chufed God for their fi>)d, and g^ve themfelves 
up to him : If it be fo with you, you are Ifrael's chil- 
dren, go forward. Fifth, Jacob was zealous for refor- 
nniatioo, both with refj*f*ft to hin.f If and his family, 
;^d caofed thcni to put away all their idolsi and ckaynft 
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themfelveSf and change their garments» when going io 
renew covenant with God, Gen. xxxv. 2. Now, lijtm 
ftudy fincerely to follow his example, you are among 
the children of Ifrael, to whom God warrants minis- 
ters to fpeak, and bid them go forward to his tablfr 
Now, if you have any of the foreiaid five charafiei% 
in Chrift's name w£ can promife you welcome to hii 
table. Go forward to it then with hearts burning witk 
love to Chrift and to his people ; go with thankmlnefr • 
and praife to God for providing fuch a Saviour and 
fpiritual fead for you ^ and go with hunger and thirft 
to partake of it. Go forward with humility and fd& 
denial, renouncing all confidence in your preparations 
iind performances, and depending only upon Chritfl 
mediation for acceptance with Cod. 



ADVICE XII. 

From John xu. 32. ^d I ^ if I be lifted up from the earthy fwtf 
Jraiv all men unto me. 

As the facrifices under the law were heaved and lift- 
ed up before the Lord, fo Chrift, the antitype muft be 
lifted up on the crofs as the atoning facrifice for im 
«ins. The Jews were not moi% willing to lift him up, 
than he was to lift himfelf up; he readily undertook 
to be lifted up, Loy I cmmy faid he ; he willingly carp* 
,ed his crofs to ihe place, that he might be lifted up cm 
it. He diiTuaded the woman to weep for him. Vfhji 
Becaufe I am going to be lifted up a facrifice y^u&ice 
for your fins, and to draw your fouk unto me. 

Qneft. But how doth he draw all men, when Satan 
keeps many ftill faft in his grip ? Ans. Chrift was lifi^ 
ed up to obtain drawing offers and invitations to all 
men without exception, and accordingly gives drawing 
calls to all men in his word ; and if they be not drawn 
to him it is their own fault. But though inany be 
called, and multitudes flock to the word, yet there are 
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none effedually drawn to Chrift but the t\t&y and 
thefe may be called all men, as they are gathered oi^C 
of all nations, kindreds, and languages, ages, fexes, and 
qualities. All men, Gentiles as well as Jews : All forts 
of meuj finners of all fizes, greater as well as lefTer. 

•Queft. But how doth the lifting up of Chrift draw fin- 
ners effectually to him i* Anf. By the merit of his lift- 
ed up facrifice he obtained the removal of all hmdran-' 
CCS of their coming to hi'm, fuch as, the guijt of their 
fins, the enmity of their natures, the power of their 
corruptions, their unbelief, hardnefs, blindnefs, and dis- 
couraging fears. And likewife, by it he purchafcd ail 
the means requidte for drawing man to him, fuch as 
the preaching of the gofpel, ran<fl:lfied rods, the grace 
of faith, and, above all, powerful influences of the Holy 
Spirit. As Chrift was lifted up on the crcfs, io he 
muft be alfo lifted up on the pole of the gofpel, for 
drawing finners to him. Thus the brazen ferpent was 
lifted up in the wildernefe, for drawing the ftung Ifra- 

. elites about it, and it proved moft effeftuaV for that 
ciid ; fo a crucified Jefus held out, and evidently fet 
forth in the gofpel, as he was lifted up on a bloody 
crofs, with his pierced hand? ftretched out tQ ?m!?I2C2. 
loft finners, is furely the moft attractive and drawing 
fight in the world. This wonderful loadftone hath 
drawn thousands of hard iron hearts to it at once. A 

'IMirural ioadftone though it draw iron to it, yet it may 

■^he' drawn away from it again ; but a crucified Chrift 

r'draws the heart fo powerfully and clofely to him, that 
they can never t)e feparated again. Never was there 

'fiicha drawing engine in the world as this ! A lifted 
up ftandard or enfign draws numbers of fcattered fol- 
dicrs imto it, but it is feein by few j but a crucified Je- 

■;ftis lifted »p in the gofpel, is an enfign to draw great 
multitudes in different nations under the batiner of his 
love, Ifa. xi. lo. The firft experiment that was made 
OF its virtue in Jerufalem by the apoftle Peter, three 
fhoufand fouls were drawn to Chrift at once, and after 
f hat many nations, that knew him not, did run unto 
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him. Come then, O finners, admire and experioicd 
the power of this lifted up enfign ; let your iron hcaits 
be drawn by this loadilone ^ it hath loft nothing of its 
virtue to this day. Thoufands of hearts in other pla- 
ces do ftiil feei its power : We are fometimes re&efiieij 
with the welcome news of their being drawn off from 
the vanities of time, and the love of fin, to glorioas 
Chrift : Why then do not your hearts alfo yield to tlie 
power of this blefTed loaditone, Chrift crucified, lifted 
up in the word and facrament ? It hath the fame virtac 
here as elfe where, were but the eyes of faith opened 
to behold it, according to that alluring call, Ila. ziv. 32* 
When Chrift was lifted up on the crofs, his face was 
turned to the Gentiles, for the Jews^ oiit of maiice, (as 
feveral write,) would have him crucified with his £>ce 
towards the weft, as reckoning him unworthy ta look 
to the temple and the holy city, that ftood on the eaft 
fide of mount Calvary ; but Chrift had a loving dcfign 
in it to us Gentiles, and to accompliih that word, Pfiil» 
Ixvi. 7. His eye! behold the nations^ Behold, O finner«y 
Chrili turned his face to you on the crofs, to draw you 
imto him ; there he bowed his head towards yoo to 
draw you ; there he opened a cleft in his M? to draw 
you ; there blood and water flowed from his heart to 
draw you to him ! And now he hath fent his word and 
Spirit to draw you ; now he difplays his blood and 
wounds in the iacrament to draw ypu -, now he is call- 
ing his cords of love about your heart to draw you to 
him ; now the devil is holding and Chrift is drawing : 
Chrift and the devil are now ftruggling for your hearts.; 
the eyes of many are on you, the eyes of the. glorious 
Trmityi the eyes of angels, the eyes of miniftecs and 
iaints are on you, to fee what the iflue of the combat 
ihall be, which of them ftiaU gain the prize. Satan 
indeed ia the ftrong man, but, glory to God, Chrift is 
fironger than he. O that he may prevail, the heart 
is his by right, furrender it to him without delay. He 
will not enter without your confent j his people muft 
2U be made willing in the rfay of bis foivcr. Oh, if .th^ 
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will were once conquered, the day were Chrift'g, and 
the field were won for ever. 

Would you then have Satan's . defeat, your btafed 
will overcome, aiid your fouls favingly brought lo 
Ghrift, O look up and cry for a draught of ChriflPj 
f>owcr; You have neither ftrength nor will to come 
to a crucified Chrift, unlefs he drawyou. Ordinances 
or providences cannot draw you, the word, or facra- 
tnents cannot draw you, judgments or mercies caii^ 
not do it ; yea, neither minifters nor angels earn draw 
your dead and heavy hearts. . O then look beyond 
them all to a lifted up Emmanuel, draw mcy Lordy and 
I will run after thee. The ordinance you have in view 
can never be a drawing ordinance, if Chrift put n€>t 
forth his virtue with it ; the facrament will be lifelefs, 
and the admin ifi:rators lifelefs, if Chrift draw you not. 
The moft powerful fermons, the mbft alluring calls, 
will all be loft, if he draw not. Ton will fit ftill in 
the Sodom of a natural and a wrathful ftate, if he draw 
not r you will be eternally damned, if Chrift draw you 
not to him. You can never overcome the ftrong and 
fubtle temptations Satan cafts in your way, you can ne- 
ver deny fcif, forfake beloved .lufts, renounce juftifica- 
tion by works, quit all confidence in your own doings', 
go naked and empty to Chrift, be content to live whol- 
ly upon his righteoufnefs, and receive grace, life, 
ilirengthy and glory, as a free gift from Chrift, without 
the drawing virtue of a lifted up Saviour. Oh, if yott 
were once acquainted with this drawing power, yoa 
might go with comfort to his table, and feed upon hiis 
purchafe; 

Queft. How fhall I know if F have yet been drawn 
effectually to- a lifted up Jelus. 

Ans. Try it by thefe marks v Have you difcovered 
Ins matcblefs excellency fo as^^ to draw oflFyour heai<t 
from fin, and the pcrifhing thhigs of the world ? Havts 
yoo felt the cords of his love about youi* heart and wil^y 
conftraining you to yield yourfelf wholly fc^hirti ? *, fe 
your heart drawn out in- love artd a&£tion to a ccucvft- 
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ed Chrift above all thingSi fo that the defire of ydnr 
. foul is to him and the remembrance of his name ? Are - 
^.you growing ftill liker to him, more holy^ more hnm-'" 
ble,'meek, and heavenly minded ? Nearnefs will breed 
likenefs. Arevyou troubled for di fiance from Chrift^ 
when at any time you are drawn off from him by 60i 
Satan, or the world's allurements ? Are. you drawn to 
duty with a view of enjoying his prefence therein p-^ Is; 
the mean time are you drawn off from refting on do*- ^. 
ties, or putting any attainments in Chrift's room} 
Then you may conclude your heart is effe^ually drawn 
by a lifted up Saviour : and fo may, with holy caa&* 
df nee and joy, draw near to him in the facramental 
tryfling place, and hold communion with him there* { 



ADVICE XIII. 

■ • t 
From John i. 36— xiz. 5. JBcloIJ the Lauth 0/ Omi'^SeBoU ih 
Mam. 

O communicants, both John and Pilate eall you to 
behold Chrift fuffering an(! ficriBced for yoii, and 
which is more, the Spirit of God calls you to this dirtj 
alfo. Let each one. of you then fay with Mofes, ExocL 
iii. 3. / yn// now turn aftde^ and fee this p^eat JighU A 
grrat fight indeed ! For though he be called a^LatAb^ 
and a man, he is alfo God, God in human nature, fuf« 
fering, bleeding, and dying, a great and wooderfU 
fight ! All the perfonsof the glorious Trinity call yo^ 
to behold it, Ifa. xlii. 1. — xlv, 22. John L 29. Draw 
then as near as poOible, that you may get a good view 
of it ; ftand not at a diftance like thofe who fbllowej 
him from Galilee to the crofs, of whom it is faid, Luke 
xxiji. 49, They Jlood afar off^ beholding thefe things. Do 
not now ftand afar off, nor take a far off look of a cru- 
cified Chrift, but come clcfe to hrm by faith, and take 
a hear aitdffaving look of him, as he calls you, Ifa. xlv. 
21 f Look unto me tind be ftved ; lam God^ and there is f» 
Saviour brides me. O l\vei\ ivltti tvq^ '^oxjix \i^^ cix ^bKs^« 



SACRAMENTAL ADTIC^, 187 

der to hioii look not afquint to him, look not by him 
ta other things ; but look with a broad, (height, and 
fteady look unto hitn. The man Chrift Jeftts i$ the 
Ijamb of God, appointed bj hiui to be facrificed, to 
make atonement for our fins, and to purchafe. pardpn, 
life,, and falvation to us : And looking to him by raith 
is the great mean of fecurlng ai^d applying the bieffings 
of his purchafe to us. And in a fpecial manner he 
calls us to look unto him in his fufFerings for us. Be^ 
bo/d me^ BeM4 me f . . 

£ehold the fufiering man, a man of ibrrows indeed ! 
And particularly behold him entering upon that fearful 
fcene in the garden of Gethfemane, when he began tp 
fear, t;um forrowful, and very heavy; when he was 
fore amazed, fell into an agody and bloody fweat, and 
cried out, My foul is exceeding forrowfulj even unto death ! 
O what was ic that made your Saviour fo heavy, but 
the dead weight of the elect's (ins, which the law's hea- 
vy curfes annexed to them ? Oh your fouls were ex- 
ceeding guilty, which made his foul exceeding hea^ 
vy. Behold and iee your forrowful Redeemer fall- 
ing into a fearful agony, and, while in it, falling 
down fometimes on his^ knees, and fometimes on 
his face, praying pnce, praying again^ and praying the 
third vtime, until he is- quite overwhelmed with wrath, 
aiD^a^vered with his own blood ! <^ Behold the forrow- 
ful ihan" with the great drops of blood ftanding above 
kb garments for your fins, and bedewing the ground. 
See Jehovah now acting againft him, as an inexorably 
judge, running on him as a giant, and making him the 
Imttof his envexiomed arrows I Behold him in this 
isigony making his moan to his difciples, who could 
make no help to him ; for neither they nor the apgels 
in heaven durft touch his load, nor tafte his cup : Yeat 
he got not ft much as fympathy from his difciples* they 
fell afleep when he was at the worft,.ind left him ia 
his agony to ftruggle and tread out tl^ Wine-prefs alone I 
O be not idle fpeAators of your. Saviour's agony, but 
let your fouls be exceedingly affeft'ed with Chrift's foul 
{liBiarmg for jour^ Iboi's ma* 



■J 
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Ahold the man Chrifti betrayed and fold for a little' 
money, apprehended and bound with cords like a thie^ 
and bbund faft, as Judas bade^ yea fo fad (a$ fbisie firf^^* 
that the blood burft out of his tender hands ! O can 
yoyr heart or eyes hold to fee thofe hands that made 
the heavens, wrung together and bruifed with'hanf 
cords i To fee him bound as a prifoner, that camie ttf 
fet the prifbners free. But had not the cords of yoai(j 
Redeemer's love held him fafter than the cords of hk^ 
enemies, though they had been cables or chains, thejf' 
could not have kept him ; but his love to you matde 
him a willing prifoner ! Behold the man blindfoldeii, 
mocked, buffetted, and abufed for you ! Behold hiai 
(Iript naked and fcourged ! Behold him that clothe 
the lillies of the field, that made coats of fkins to clothe 
our firft parents, now ftript and unclothed himfdff 
He is ftript naked, that you might not be found naked ait 
God's bar! He is ftript of his robes, that he might provide 
a robe of righteoufnefs to cover your nakednefs. BMi 
the mankourged by Pilate, and that above meafure,thirik- 
ing thereby to fave his life ; but as the Jews were not 
fatisfied therewith, fo neither was infinite juftice fatis- 
fied : fo that his life muft go, and the man Chrift is 
willing it fhould : Willingly did he give his back t^ 
the fmiters, that you might be freed from the everlaft^ 
ing lafties of God's wrath in hell ! Behold every part 
of his bleflcd body torn and wounded, by fcOurgings^ 
becaufe every part of you was wounded by fin, and his- 
firipes were the only cure for your wounds. 

Behold the man with a plaited crown of thorns on his^ 
bleiled head, with the fharp points turned inward*, and 
thefe beat into his head with a ftaff, till all his head \t 
but as one wound, from whence a new fhower of blood 
ran down his neck for you ! You may be ready to cry, 
Fy on the Jews, or fy on the foldiers that ufed our Sav- 
iour fo 5 but rather cry, Fy on your fins that did worfc 
to him, thefe plaited th^i crown of thorns, and crucified 
him too. Behold the Lamb of G7d now willingly caught 
in the thkketSj like the raa\> to be facrificed in your 
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m, when you were bound like Ifaac for that end^ 
Lold him willing to wear a crown of pain and igno* 
ly, that you might wear a crown of glory and re^ 
vn : Willing to be difgraced and affronted, that 
t might be honoured and exalted : Willing to kt » 
abbas, the vileft malefactor in all Jerufalem» be pre*^ 
'ed before him, that you might be preferred to a 
m among God's children. Behold the mmi^ after all 
fe fufferings, put to bear the heavy crofs on his fore 
jnded (houlders, a heavy load indeed, with the eleOf^S; 
1 and law's curies faftened to it ; yet he bears witb- 
complaint till his ftrength is fpent, and he is ready 
"aint under the burden, {o that another muil help \ 
I, it was not the weight of the tree that made him 
It, he had a greater burden to bear than ten thou- 
d worlds, even the inGnite wrath of God due to the 
ft's fins ! O can you behold this fight with df y eyes ?. 
BehMthe man brought to Golgotha, nailed to the tree^ 
sd up, and drinking out the bitter dregs of the cup oi 
rth thereon, till at length he yielded himfelf prifoncr 
ieaih by bowing his head, giving death his orders 
rxecute his commiflion, and carry him ofi^ the ftage ! 
lold and wonder at the fight, the Lord of Life 
th's prifoner ! O man, canil thou ftand and fee the 
lib of God flain in thy room, and for thy fins, and 
be affefted ! Write that man a beafi, a fione, a 
ip of earth, that can be fenfelefs, fiupid, and uncon-, 
ned at fuch a fight ! O blufh and be afliamed, Q 
n, at thy ftupidity, when the dead earth and rocks 
lut Jerufalem quaked and rent at the fufierings you 
w - ihold reprefented in the facrament. O curfed 
p (which many make light of) that could not be ex- 
ted by any other facrifice, than that of our £mman-v 
, the Lamb of God, the man Chrift Jefus ! O Be-, 
i the man, and tremble at fin, the accurfed thing that 
urdered the Son of God, the man that is God's fcl-. 
f, the man that is infinitely preferable to a millioa 
irorlds full of men and angels too. O that men 
uld always look on fin in the glafs of the agonies and 
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fufferings of the man Chrift, that they might be ElW 
with horror at it, as at hell ttfelf ! Nay, ia feveral n#' 
pe£ls fin is a greater evil than hell. 

Let every communicant, every Chriftian, come and 
behold the glorious Son of God, with the greateft .Ipyc' 
and admiration, who, for our fakes, was willing to jbicK 
come a man, and God's Lamb to be facrificed for d^ j 
fins of men. 6 let his name Jesus, be always to yo^^ 
as precious 'ointment poured forth, and let the remcjo^ll 
brance of his love inflame your fouls with a vehemeot^ 
indignation again ll fin, and a burning aflreAion to the 
Lamb of God, the man Chrift, that was willing to ftmg- 
gle in blopdy agonies, and bleed to death on the curfed 
tree, to deliver you from lying in hell for ever I 0| 
what can we render to him for his free love, amazing 
and unfpeakable love I O that we could fpend oar 
whole lives in admiring his love, and contemplating hii 
beauty^ and were thereby made meet in fome meaCurc 
for the exercife of the redeemed above, Amoa« 



ADVICE XI'/. 

From Job xxxvii. 14, StandpU^ and tonftd^r the 'Uiondrws y;orks ofGtik 

The works of God, being wondrous, do well defervQ 
our moft ferious confideration ; but fo wavering are 
our minds, we cannot confider them aright, unleis wd 
ftand fiill and compofe ourfelves for that end. Fhii 
advice doth Elihu give to Job in the text, and Mofes 
gives to the children of Ifrael, Exod. xiv. 1 3. All ood^s 
works are wondrous and highly worthy of our obferva- 
tion, as his works of creation and providence ; and 
more efpecially his works of redemption, and of gracCi 
as they are made known unto us in the gofpel difpea- 
fation, and particularly in the facrament of the Lordls 
fupper. Here God calls you to ftand ftill, and cdnfidr 
er his wondrous work of redeeming wifdom and mercji 
in frying fallen finners. T\v.e votk. o€ creation is in- 



SACRAMENTAL ADVICEJ5. 191 

deed mod wonderful and (lupendous; but his work of re- 
demption Is far more coftly and furprifing : L he one coft 
him but the word of his power, bur the other cofk him 
the death of his Son. The one is but the uork of his 
fingers, Pfal. viii. 3. the other is the work of his arm, 
Luke i. 5 !• Much of the divine wifdom and power is 
difplayed in making us men, but much more in making 
u? faints; by the one we have but a fhort mortal life, 
^ut by the other an eternal and immortal life. God's 
■^orks of redemption and of grace will be the admira* 
tion of faints and angels to all eternity. Rev. v« 12. 

—XV. 3. 

Come then and behold thefe works of the Lord, as 
they are fet forth before you in the word and facra- 
ment ! Come and fee God from all eternity paffi^ig by 
angels, and pitching his love upon poor ruined iinners of 
Adam's family, and contriving their redemption by the 
incarnation and death of his dear Son, while he pafled 
by the angels that fell. Come and fee the glorious 
Son of God undertaking, in the council of peace to be- 
come our furety, to pay our debt, and to fatisfy j«ftice 
for the injury our fins did to God's glory. Behold and 
confider the device. of infinite wifdom for reconciling 
juftice and mercy about guilty men, and fatisfying the 
fiemands of thepi bot;h, by punifhing fin feverely, and 
yet pardoning the perfons guilty. " Stand ftill and 
« fee the wondrous work" of making the Word flefli to 
direlt. among us j of the Creator's leaving his throne of 
glory, to lodge in a virgin's womb, and a bcaifs marv- 
gCT 5 of the Ancient of days becoming a child of a day old^ 
learning to fpeak aild go, and fubjefting himfelf to his 
own law in the room of rebel finners. « Behold God's 
« wofidrous work" in fetting up a court and throne of 
grace among the prifoners of juftice, and caufing grace 
to.fit as a q!ieen on the thronei with a fceptre ot mer- 
Xrj in her hand/ and thence to tfiue forth proclamations 
Ol^ grace to poor, wretched, blind, miferable, and naked 
fihners ,; proclaiming pardon -to the condemned, liberty 
xo the captives, ^d life to the dead : Yea, feeing grace 
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laying fiege to the heart of rebels^ fummoning then) t»j 
llhe^gofpel trumpet to ftirrencier, and ufing the mofr 
prevailtng arguments with them to do it» taken firom 
the mediation, fufferings, bloodj righteoufnefs, vd I 
£itisfadion of the Son of God. 

Behold and cmjlder ihe ivondrous works ofGodlniia^ i 
nilfaing and fitting the Mediator for our miferable ^ ' 
cumftances, joining the divine and human natures p i 
one perfon for our relief! Obferve how well hciii^ji| 
our exigencies ; he is man, that he might , die for us| } 
and God, that he might overcome death ! Man, tl0t 
he might combat the devil ; and God, that he. II^|^ 
vanquifh him ! Man, that he might take on omr gvk 
and punifhment ^ and God, that he might fupport il^ 
der it ! Man, that he might offer a farrifice for iiS{ 
and God, to make it infinitely meritorious ! Man, that 
he might fympathise with us in trouble; andGoJi 
that he might deliver us! a wondrous work indeed? 
Again, obferve the Mediator's fulnefs, how exa£Uy it 
iuits our miferies and wants ! In our wonderful £nw 
manuel tiiere is life for our deadnefs, Hght for our 
darknefs, beauty for our deformity, ftrength for oat 
weaknefs, health for our ficknefs, balm for our wound^ 
raiment for our nakednefs, riches for our poverlv., mer- 
it for our guihinefs, righteoufnefe-for our juftincatioili 
a fountain for our pollution, grace for our fan£t^cati<aiii[ 
bread .for our hunger, water for our thirfi, and deietf 
mercies for our deep miferies ! a wonderful work, ^ i 
make one depth fo exadly to anfwer another depdif 
This is the doing of the Lord^ and wondrous in our ejef. '" 

Stand JlUl Mid lee God*s wondrous work^ in fending irtxt 
Emmanuel, ihe Prince of the kings oftheear^^ to go Up 
and down the wildernefs fe&king after the loft flieejij 
calling and inviting them in the moil tender manner t9 
come unto him for life and falvation, willingly fubmh^ 
ting to be bufiPetted by Satan, contradided by fiiiners^ 
to fufler all manner of indignities, a curfed death, and' 
the wrath of God, and all that he might be a facrifice 
to fatisfy juiUce for our (ins : And after he had fub^ 



, SACRAMENTAL ADVICES. ' 193 

mitted to death and the grave for a time, he conquered 
them and rofe again ; and gave CQmmiJQion to his am- 
bafladors to go through all the earth, and call periQiing 
iiiiners to come unto him, and offer them falvation in 
his name; and having done fo,.he afcended into heav- 
ed to intercede for them. Now, it is incumbent upon 
all communicants to remember thefe amazing works of 
Cod's at his holy table, with wonder, thankfulnels, and 
praife. 

Come here, and fee the fountain of tie great depths of 
infinite love broken up, and ftreams of the waters of life 
r4ihning therefrom to the Tons of men. Come, fee Ja- 
cob's ladder fet up, that reaches from earth to heaven, 
and God the Father at the top of it calling you 
t-b climb to heaven by the fteps of it, viz. Chrift's 
wounds, offices and promifes ! -Come, fee the manna 
coming down in plentiful (howers, and falling about 
your tents, and every man invited to gather. Come, 
fee the rock broached in the wildernels, to fupply the 
necefiiiies of your fouls; fee the rock fmittcn by the 
rod of Mofes, and bearing the curfes of the law for you- 
Come, fee the ci/y of refuge opened for poor manfiayers, 
that finners, who have (lain their fouls by lin, may flee 
to it for flielter. O then fi^e for your lives, and do not 
linger by the way. Come, fee God bringing his right- 
eoufnefs near you who are guilty criminals, and bid- 
ding you put it on for your fafety in judgment ; ii is a 
robe that will fit every one of you. Come, fee the 
fruits ^nd leaves of iht tree of Ife fh jken and fcatfcred 
among JVarving wounded fouls : Gather and feed on 
the fruits of his purchafe for your nourilhment ; apply 
tlie leaves of his promifes for your healing. Come, fee 
the noell tf falvation opened, bring the chain and bucket 
of faith, and draw water. ■ The great n\edicine well is 
herep come with all your drfeafes and ailments to it, 
come with your hai-d hearts, blind eye?, weak hat^ds, 
feeble knees, lame feet, and cold afFc£tii>ns,to get them 
healed. Come, fee Chrift's tef^ament opened, and ev- 
ery man allowed for to put in for a IWt qI >ii^ \t^^- 

R 
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iMH therein contained. This you are to do by tjeliev- 
iagt claiming, laying hold, and embracing the promif^ 
■atir-' Come, tee liraying prodigals returning to their fr- 
tho's houre, and fee their father embracing them, and 
tlw whole family rejoicing at their return : See iheir 
filtby rags taken off, and the white robe of the Son of 
God put on them, and the fatied calf killed for them. 
Ootttc, fee the King of Glory entering in at the epcr- 
l^ing gates of men's fouls, dethroning tin and felf, ta- 
king poileflian of chdr hearts, and fctting up his thron? 
and kingdom in them. Come, fie King Solomcm both 
tfowncd and married in one day ! An ull^onilfaing 
match conclud ! between the Prince of Life and the 
hxat of hell ! All the daughters of Zion are called fortb 
■M behold the fight. Cant, iv, 1 1, All thefe are great 
ud wondrous works of God tobefeenin the word and 
&craments, which all communicants ought to ftand lUll 
and Gonlider. 

GonCder thefe marvellous works fo as to be fuilably 
afltited with them, make them the fubjeft of your me- 
ditations ; entertain high and admiring thoughts of 
God, and of his infinite love and wiidom manifelled 
■in them. Give firm credit to the record and leftimo- 
ny Gnd hath given us of his wondrous work?, and g)a- 
rify the great Author of them in your hearts, tongues, 
itild lives. Embrace the gofpel offer, and be afraid qf 
ofiending that God who has humbled himCelf fo low 
for our fakes, and has wrought fuch great and wondroiu 
works for us. Be careful to ferve him and plcafe ^01 
ia all things, and abhor fin his grand enemy. 



ADVICE XV. 



It was a fad day .to maiikitid, when God banilhiNl 
Adam from the earthly yjradtfe, and from the tree rf 
life thM grew therein, aai a\^Q ftiw. «&«. «to^ v» k( 



*, 



SACRAMENTAL ADVICES, 195 

Bat behold God, in his free mercy, is now opening an 
entry, and inviting Adam's baniftied pofterity back 
again to a better paradife, where there are purer de*- 
lights, and neither fin nor Satan can enter ; and where 
there is a tree oPlife, Jefiis Chri<i, infinitely preferable 
fo that in Adam's paradife. This. tree of life far eSj- 
eels that in its leaves, fliadow, fruit, and virtues ; it 
iiiimates, yea, reftores and preferves life for ever ; nei- 
ther is there any flaming fword to hinder our accefs to 
it: Adarti^s tree endured but a fhort time, but ours 
iafts for ever. Other trees decay, fadie, and wither, but 
J^^^ Cy&r^ // the fame ycjlerday^ to-day y ami fir ever, O 
j^ome then, fit down under the (hado^ of this tree, eat 
of its fruit, and live for ever. Though the tree be now 
planted in the heavenly paradife, yet its branches, fliar- 
dowi and fruit, extend to every believer on earth, as well 
as to the faints above/ Thoufands of communicants at the 
lower table hav6 y?i/ down under hisjhad^cnv ivith great de^ 
light i and found his fruit fiveet to their ta/le. Chrift is a 
tree that bears fruit at all times, every month, and even 
^'the fliarpeft winter months of ficknefs and dcaih. 

There are fome very ufeful trees in the world, that 
afford all necefliaries to men, fuch as meat, drfhk, phyfici 
arid clothing. Behold God hath provided fuch a tree 
fer us. JefCis Chrift affords us all thefe. i. Meat: 
;J^fe tells us. That hisfiejh irmeat indeed s that is, his flcfli 
wounded and dying, yields ftrengthening food for the 
iqul in refpedl of its fruits and effects. It is food well 
prepared : the Holy Trinity fpent a whole eternity in 
pircparing it. It is meat well feafoncd ; it is feafoned 
with the love of God, fauced with the blood of Ghrift, 
and fpiced with the graces of the Spirit. 2. Drink : 
Chrift's blood is alfo drink indeed to the foul, in ref- 
peft of its comfortable effefts ; fuch as pardon, peace, 
light, life, ftrength, &c. The ftreams from the Rock 
are moft refrefliing, cordial, and favoury drink \ favoury 
to God, favoury to angels, and moft favoury to every 
foul that hath taftcd it. It is a fweet cup that is to be 
put into your hand, if you have faith, but it is ^oifonv 
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oiistp any unworthy communicant thnt wann faith: 
But, If ypo be wbnhyi the drink will poifon fin, qaick- 
CD'lintef and rffrcfli the foul. Fear not, O belierer, 
t8 ta'ke a good dnught ; faith will make the cup me- 
'Adftil'aQd rcAoradve (o thy Ibul, ancl it will only kill 
'^'adlroy thy'ldfts. 3. Phyiic : llic leaves of tliis 
%ree are fw htMng tf the nathns .- Ctirift hath many 
Itealms promtfeij vbich'When applii^d by kiiA; are 
'flCioA'nftriil to purge out Jln and corruption, and to 
heal all the foul'i wdundi and difeufes. 4. Thk tree 
affords clothing alfo. Poor fallen Adam, when nakeJ, 
' went to {be fig-tree for leaves to cover him; biit, O 
let his pofterity go to the tree of life, where ihey (hall 
get infinitely better ctorhittg, even Cluifl's perfe^ right- 

■ SourncTs, which is fpotlcfs and law biding. Beholds 

■ iich robe, fet with the peads and diamonds of heavfin. 
■A lafge tobc, fo brtrad as to co^er a whole eledl: world. 
It" alfo covers all the fpots and infirmities of believers \ 
fii'that not one of them is to be feen. This robe is 
as broad as the law, which we arc lold is exceeding 
broad. And it is juft as beautiful as broad, for it maStes 
fTcry cleft foul " ainiable, and acceptable to GpJ- 
Never then was there fuch a tree, either in the earthly 
or the heavenly paradife, ^ our glorious tree of life, 
JefmChrift. O hungry fouls, here is meat ! O thirfiy 
ftoN, here is drkik \ O (Jifeafed fouls, here is med:- 
'^6t ! O naked fouls, here is clothing ! O come ihea 
to this tree of life,'and you have all things necetTiry 
for you. 

O communicanti, you'are called to take a view of 
this bleffed tree, as it was hewn, msngled, anJ cut 
^wn by the ax of juftice, when he died upon the crofs 
for you. Even in this his mangled condition, he is a 
nioft beautiful atid engaging fijiht 10 the eye of faith! 
O believer, behold your princely Jefus lifted up 9a a 
"Moody cri^s, on the top of mount Calvary, for all 0^ 
tions to fee him, HoA gather to him fbr Akk] aD)J'li6a!- ' 
ing. Since that niount was -firft created, it never" pr&- 
ducedfoch » tree, to fiidi \aM,Vw» fcviSt, as tht, Lfi^ 
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of Glory haogiog. on the tree of the crofs, that was 
planted there, foine hours : . Chrift's hanging on it 
changed its nature from a curfed to a blefled tree, a 
tree of life and falvation. This tree of life made mount 
. Calvary, a fweet and lovely paradife that day, (notwith- 
ftanding all the malefaftor's bones that they fcattered 
. upon it) and the fruit growing on it that day hath en- 
riched both heaven aiid earth, and will fill heaven with 
. eternal fongs of praife. 

You are likewife called, at this time, to draw near a 
-crucified Chrift, the tree of life, that is always laden 
-with fruit : Come as near as poflible you can win, 
ihake the tree by faith, and gather as much fruit as you 
. can 5 eat, and lay up for after times ; yea, gatlier, arid 
lay. up for eternity. The fruits of this treg.are dura- 
ble and lafting,. plentiful and enriching, fweet. and fat- 
. isfying, manifold and various, Rev. xxii. twelve mnnner 
of fruits every months which is one hundred and forty- 
. four crops in the year. likewjife they arc mo ft fuita* 
He to the wants and neceffities of your fouls. What 
.can be more fuitable to the guilty than pardon ? to the 
dead than life ? to the hungry than bread ? to thi* 
thirfty than drink ? to the wounded than balm ? t(^ 
the blind than eye-falve ? to the nake^ than clothing ? 
to the impotent than ftrength ? to the weary tbanrelt l 
to the captive than liberty I to the difturbed than 
peace ? to the bewildered than light ? to the warrior 
than viftory ? All thefe, and innumerable more, are 
the fweet and fuitable fruits of the tree of life. 

O then, give all diligence to fecure and clear up 
'your intereft in this bleffed tree of life and its fruits, 
which are now offered to you freely, without money or 
.price. Abandon and rejeft the four and unfavoury 
fruits of fin, the world, and your own righteoufnefs, 
and embrace the tree of life in the arms of faith, and 
all Its fruits are yours. Corne,^^ donvn under kisjbadowi 
at liis table, and believingly receive and feed on thefe 
delicious fruits. O how delightful and refro(Ki!;\g^ is 
tine ihndow and ihclter of Chriffsn^Vv'etoxxlwt^'J's. \o %>asi 

R 2 
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fool, that hath been fcorched with a fenfe of divine 
difpleafure for fin ! This fliadow fcreens and proteAs 
him from the heat of God's wrath, from the curfes of 
_ a fiery hv/y and from the flavifh fears of death, and 
wrath-like difpenfations. Then let every weary and 
fcorched foul come at Chrid's call, and fit down under 
his fhadow : Give firm credit to the gofpel report con- 
cerning Chrift's furetyfhip, his fufficient righteoufnefs 
and free offers : Acquiefce heartily in this blefTed coOi-. 
trivance of flielter and fafety, and put all your truft 
and confidence in his righteoufnefs alone ; and abide 
contentedly under his fhadow, without wandering from^ 
it, or going from tree to tree, as many dOj feeking reft 
or (belter. Surely all who leave Chrift, and wander 
after the (badow of creature comforts, or their own dA*> 
ings for relief, will difquiet themfelves in vain ; fer 
there is no fafety or reft any where but binder the flia> 
dow of the tree of life. Here only you will find proj- 
teftion and provifion : Xhis made the fpoufe fay, 
Cant. ii. 3. I fit down under his Jbadonv ivith great de* 
light y and his fruit nvas fweet to my iajle. 

Let all thofe, who have experienced the fafety and 
fweetnefs of Chrift's ftiadow and fruit, blefs God who 
gave them counfel, and drew them to this happlnefs. 
See that you abide clofe under this fhadow, and make 
It vour continual refort. Chrift fpeaks to you, as Da*- 
via to Abiather, when he fled to him from Saul's cru*^ 
elty. Abide thou ivith me^ fear mt^for he that feeheih mi 
lifeyfeeheth thy Ufe^ but ivith me thou Jl:alt be infafeguara. 
Like wife, pity and pray for them who flight the tree of 
life, and are going through all the trees of the wood 
for reft and fatisfaftion, but cannot find it. O com- 
mend this bleiTed tree to them, and invite them to come 
and fit down under the fhadow of it, where they witt 
find all things. Say to them, as Philip to Nathanieiy 
Come and fee. Be alfo looking out, and longing for the 
fuil tnjoyment of fhe tree of life in the paradife abovci 
where you fhall etern^Wy Jing mnong the branches of k^ 
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meet with all your friends> and eat the fruits \yith a 
fiM- better appetite and relilh than ever any did here 
below. 



ADVICE XVI. 

From Is A. Xllii. 2. A manjhall bi a biding place from tie tvi/ui, and 
a cwertfrom the tempeji. 

Whatever ftorms or tempcfts believers arc expof^ 
ed to here, Chrift is. an excellent (belter and hiding- 
place frortl them. Before Adam's fall that fin entered 
into the world, all was calm and ferene ; but fince that, 
the world has become a weary wildernefs, full of tem^ 
pefts, and as foqn as one is laid, another is ready to 
blow. There are ftorms of outward affli^ions, iicknefsi 
loiles, and difappointments, and many wrath-like di(^ 
penfations of Providence •, there are ftorms of tempta-r 
tions from Satan, challenges from confcience, thunder- 
ings from mount Sinai, defertions from God, reproach- 
es and perfecutions from^the world : And yet all thcfe 
ftorms here are but like drops before the fhower, if 
compared with the terrible ftorm of wrath to come, 
which is; abiding the ungodly and unbelieving. But 
glory to infinite wifdom and free love, for finding out 
a .proper hiding-place for loft finners amidft thefe 
ftorms, to which we are called to turn, Zech. ix. 1 2, 
Turn ye to thejirong holdy ye prifiners of hope. The man 
Chrift is an excellent ftrong hold and hiding-place 
againft all ftorms whatfoever ; in him there is fuffi- 
cient room and accommodation for us, his wounds are 
wide, his mercy large, his merits infinite, his offers free, 
hi^ calls moft gracious and extenfive, Ifa. xlv. 22r J^ook 
tomey and be ye favedy all the ends of the earth* The ac- 
ccfi is declared free, and the way patent, to all who 
turn to this ftrong hold for flicker, and never was any 
exclude^! that turn to it. . 

A crucified Jefiis, O commumcanls^ te^itfeiA.^^ ^^ 
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you in the facramenr, is the ftrong hold- and hiding, 
pUice to which you are called to turn by faith for Aid- 
ter and iafety^ from the fword of juftice. In him there 
are excellent clefts for (helter. Cant. ii. 14. and which 
you ought to be well acquainted .with. There are thp 
clefts of his wounds and merits, which all Chrift's doves, 
flee to when ftorms arife. There is alfo the deft cf 
his power, the cleft of his wifdom^ the cleft of his loiei 
and the cleft of his faithfulnefs ; many a ftorm have, 
they efcaped in theie clefts. In this hiding-place thpi^ 
are alio chambers of fafety* to which you. may retire 
when the tempeft blows, Ifa. xxvi. 2o. There ^< 
chambers of Chrift's offices and fweet relations,. whic& 
he hath afTumed for the fafety and comfort of believers; 
in each of thefe many of them have found fhelter wheo 
ftorms.have blown. Ihere is alfo the pleafant chain* 
ber of his covenant, with the clofets of its proEnifeSi. 
which afford fweet retiring places in tempeftuous tiqijes; 
O ftudy to be acquainted with them* David vras well 
acquainted with the well ordered covenant and its pro- 
mifes, and had his reqourfe thereto in troublous times, 
and particularly when he was threatened with th<5 
florm of death, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. AUhough my hot^e ft 
notfo with God, yet he hath made me an everlasting co'oemuit^ 
ordered in all things and sure / this is all my salvaiiom 
And he pleads the promifes of this covenant for ht$ 
fafety, Pfalm cxix. 49. Remember thy iwrdto thyfervanif 
upon ivhich thou caufed me to hope, Conie then by the 
cxercife of faith, and fhut yourfelves up in thefe fweet 
chambers at the Lord's table, and take complacency in 
viewing and walking through them. 

Chrift crucified is a covert and hiding-place to be- 
lievers, and to every thing that belongs to them : He is 
even a covert to their bodies in time of danger^ fo was 
he to his difciples when the ftorm was breaking upon 
himfelf, John xviii. 8. Ifyefeek me^ let thefe go their ivay. 
But more efpecially he is a covert to their fouls, thefe 
be accounts precious as his jewels •, he hides them in 
ids wounds, and keeps ihtm bj bis foraer^ tW^u^ Joxtfi^ 



SACRAMENTAL ADVICES^ 201 

unto fahat'ioiu He is alfo a covert to their graces, and 
keeps them in life when ready to die, and faves them 
from being overwhelmed in the day of temped. What 
bad become of David and of Peter's grace, under vio- 
lent ftorms of temptation, if he had not been a covert 
to them. Many a tin^ hath he preferved the fmoking 
flax, and the bruifed reed, under the moft dangerous 
ftorms. Likewife, Chrift is a covert to their evidences 
and marks of grace ; he preferves them, and keeps 
them legible, after many bic-ts which fin and Satan do 
caft upon them : He hath the blefied art of recovering 
and clearing up their evidenceis, when they are fre- 
quently given up for loft in times of backfliding. 

Let all confider how miferable they are who have no 
intereft in this hiding-place v you that are out of Chrift,- 
have no covert from the tempeft, you can neither have 
fafety nor comfort in times of trouble. Nay, when any 
ftorm blows fr6m without againft you, a guilty con« 
fcience will be ready to raife a ftorm within *, and alfo 
fhew you a more terrible ftorm gathering againft you, 
even the wrath that is to come ; wrath ftill coming, 
but never all come \ a ftorm^ that will ftill be blowing, 
but never will blow over. O what will become of you, 
if death come upon you in this flielterlefs ftate, when 
oiit of Chrift the only hiding-place ! to be fure then 
hell njDtll follow the pale horfe. To whom, then, will ye 
flee for help or fhelter ? The rocks or hills will not be 
a hiding-place to you, if Chrift do not hide you. No 
creature will fcreen or pity you, if Chrift do it not. All 
the creatures will take part with their Creator againft 
you, and, inftead of hiding you, they will be ready to 
divulge and accufe you to the purfuer, thejafiice of God. 
If you cry to the heavens, O cannot the vaft expanded 
heavens afford me a hiding-place from the tempeft ? 
No •, will they fay, there is no refuge, no entrance here 
for the flighters of Chrift, we will open only to rain 
fire and brimftone, and furious ftorms, upon their 
heads. If you look to the air, and fay> Is there no 
hiding-place through the vaft regions of the ^\x fot \s\^< 
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No ; the air is tranfparent, and will difcover the crimi^ 
naly and will raife a whirlwind of wrath to blow you 
into hell. If you cry to the fea, Is there no hiding* 
place in all the depths of the fpacious lea to (helter me 
from the Lamb's wrath ? No ; the fea will give up her 
dead to be judged, and will rage furioufly againft you. 
If you look to the earth, Is there no cave nor pit in all 
the earth to hide me from the dreadful (lorm ? No ; 
the earth) inftead of hiding you, will open its mouth, 
and let you go quick do - n to hell, for flighting the 
wounds of Chrirt, that were opened to flielter you. 

O let every finner then flee now, while it is time, to 
thefe blefled wounds of Jefus for fafety: Be ofgaddctmh 
fort, O iinner, rife^ he calleth thee ; rife and come, for 
there is yet room \ forfake all falfe fhelters and lying 
refuges. Abfolute mercy, a blamelefs walk, convictions, 
refolutions, prayers, tears, ordinances, minider^^, will 
not be a hiding-place to you, if Chrift be neglcAed. 
Nothing can fatisfy juftice, or ikreen froiii wrath,, hut 
the wounds and blood of the Redeemer ; therefore £se 
to make thefe only your covert and hiding-place. 

It concerns all to try if they have got into this hiding- 
place, and if they be among Chriil's hidden ones ; fo be- 
lievers are called, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 3. If you be among 
the hidden ones, you will have a hidden life, .and b« 
acquainted with a life of fecrct prayer and correfpood^ 
ence with heaven, and a life of faith and leaning upon 
the Son of God ; you'll have hidden food, meat tfa« 
world knows not oiy the hidden manna of communioA 
with God. You'll have hidden clothing, and be ac- 
quainted with putting ofF your own rags, and putting 
on the hidden garment of Chrift's righteoufnefs. You*ll 
have hidden ftrength, and be acquainted with borrow- 
ing ftrength from Ciirift, both for work and warfare. 
You will live upon hidden fupports in dark and calami- 
tous times, and draw comfort from the promifes, and 
make thefe the ground, of your hope. If you be in 
Chrift as your hiding-place, you will be among Christ's 
poor and needy ones, for it is to fuch he is a refuge, 
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Ife, ^v; 4. Do you fee your own empdaefs, ill dc- 
ftrvings, and infufficiency, and depend upon free mer- 
cy for every crumb ? Are y^m ftill begging at a throae 
dF grace, and inclining to exalt free grace ? Saying,- 
Nat unto usy hut unto Chrijibe the glory ; he is iii/ our faU 
ydtion^ and all our dejire, Happy arc they wJho can lay 
claim to thefe marks. 



ADVICE XVII. 

. From I Kings xiX. 9. *i:ke Lord Jaid unto bim^ What dofl tbouhere* 
FJijah r 

It is the concern of every man, to be always in cafe 
to give account to God of his errand and deiign in 
every piece of work he is employed in •. and io ought 
<!ommunicants at the Lord's table, when God or his 
miniilers aik them, as the Lord did Elijah, What doft 
ttiou here, communicant? What is your bufinefs 
and errand at this table ? Can you fay, I have many 
errands here ; I come upon my Saviour's call, to cele- 
brate the memorial of his dying love, that his name 
may be remembered to all generations i And worthy is 
'fhe!^lAimb that ^as Jlain^ to be admired, adored, and 
praifed for fiver. :i come alfo to fubfcribe and feal a 
ibhrriage contra^ with him in the moft folemn man<« 
rtcr, before all the perfons of the glorious Trinity, be- 
i£>re the eled angel^ and before all thercongregation. 
SeeingvChrift doth once more call me to it, after many 
a bro^n tryfi, and hath put on his marriage robes, his 
dyed garments, to win and engage my heart, I come to 
join hands with him before God, angels, and men^ 
and take them all witneiTes to the kirgain. Surely this 
is a good errand : O that the long fpoken-of match 
'fnay now hold- ! 

Can you fay, 1 am come t© a rich and liberal Sa- 
viour, to Supply my needs out of his fulnefs. Lcome 
aa a good day when he ufes to deal bouiit\{\xU:^ "^^jJbk 
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Ihe poor.and tiecdy» and to fay to diem, as the Siag-rb 
£fther» What is thy petition f and what h thy ini^M^? 
Well is thy petition ready? Doft then cdni^'whtiihe 
pubGcan's. petition, G^ hnurc^ to me djinner?- ^ 
With David's petition, Lord be merciful to me r heaf'H^ 
Jiul fir I have finned (^dnfl thee f Or with that |M!riAf4 
Purge me with hxffifp and I (hall he dean.^ viafb me^ eMii 
Jball be whiter than the /now ? Or with that, JLvfffjg^ j9£f 
live^ afid it Jball praife thee ? Or do you cbiiie with tM 
fpoufc's petitions and requeAs, Draw mey atid-^vevm 
run after thee ? Awake^ O north wind^ and tome tM 
fouth ; blow upon my garden^ that the fpicei theretf^'iOiity 
jlow out ? Surely thefe petitions are agreeable te^j^ 
Redeemer ; fee that you infift upon them,, and ]pf<6 
for an anfwer. Study to have a lively ifedih^ )i! 
this time of all your wants. Would you havethoxf 
all fupplied at once ? Then t:ome and embrace a 
crucified Jefus in the arms of faith, and he will hil- 
ly anfwer them all. Would you have all ' your fivS 
fenfes fatisiied at once ? Behold Chrift invites you 
to come to him to get it done. Would you have the 
fcnfe of feeing fatisfied ? Then he fays to you ! Lmk 
to mey and be yefaved. Behold me^ behold me^ "Beljcld King 
Solomon^ with the £rown on his head 1 Would you hafC 
the fenfe of hearing fatisfied ?. Then fairh he, Incline' 
thine ear ; .heavhetito me; give ear to my voice. WotAd' 
you have the fenfe of talting fatisfied? He (aitb«'#' 
fafie and fee that God is good. Would you have the feiift-' 
of touching fjtisfied? Hefath, Reach hrtber thy ifond^ 
thrujl it into my fide ; feel the wounds made by the fpeat' 
and the nails. Would you have the fenfe of fmeUing 
fatisfied ? Come then to Chrift, whofe name is asoiftt'- 
metit poured forth ; and whofe garments fmell ef alloes^ 
myrrh, and cqffia. Come here and get all your fpirxtud 
fcnfes i'atisfied afChrift's full feaft. 

ObjeA. But I am afraid I am not among theft in- 
vited guefts that thrift will make welcome A&a^' 
Have you any of the fcripture charaders of tho(e that 
Gbrili invites ? Ar€ you among h\s fnendsi Do you 
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wt£h well to his caufe and intereft ? then Chrrft faick 
to you^ Eaty O friends^ Cant. v. i. Is your heart opcsi 
to Chrift's offers, and willing to accept him in all his 
offices ? Then he faith to fuch he nviil come and/up with 
them. Rev. iii. ao. Doth your heart love him ? Thch 
lie faith. He wi// manifejf bimfelf to fuch, John xiv. 2 1 . 
Are you poor and needy ? Then he faith, The needy 
iball not bejorgattenj Pfal. ix. 18. Do you fee yourfetf 
a> loft ifinner ? Then he faith, He is come to feeh and call 
iwb, Lukexix. 10. Matth. ix. 13. Do you fed fin to 
be a heavy burden ? Then he bids the heavy laden come 
tiiJ?mf Matth. xi. 28. Do you hunger and thirft after 
Cbrift ? He faith. He Jills the hungry with good things^ 
Luke i, 53. Are you fenfible of backilidings ? He in- 
cites fuch to come to him, Jtr. iii. 14. Are you defir- 
o;u$ to put on the wedding garment of imputed right- 
cioufbefs? Then, to be fure, you (hall neither be ex- 
cluded, nor negle^ked. Do you earneftly fcek for his 
Holy Spirit ? He aflures you, he is more willing to 
giv^ the Spirit to them that ask it{4han loving parents are 
to give bread to their hungry children. What is man's 
compaffion to their children, in companfon of Chrifl: 
to his ? Well then, you may reft on Chrift's word ; 
for he is not more free in making promifes, than faith- 
ful: in making them good. He is a God that keeps cov* 
enant to a thoufand generations. Venture then upon his 
ig^d, and come to his table with hope and cxp elation 
tffi.get all your wants fupplied. 
}.Jjtt me again a(k you, as God did Elijah, What dojl 
ihoH here^ communicant i- Can you fay that you are ccme 
ti^.get a heart-afte^ing fight of the blood and wounds 
oLthe glorious Redeemer, fo as you may love Chrift, 
ajid hate fin more than ever ? That is a good errand, 
a^ what God will furely approve. Come then, draw 
near, as it were to the foot of the crofs, and take a nar- 
row and clofe view of his wounds, and of the blood 
that ftrean^s from them. Obferve how faft the blood 
runs down from his hands to the ground, fafter than 
ever tears ran down from your eyes for fitv^ \3k^x c^oSsA. 
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t&e ihedding of Uu blood ? Chrift is not Tpdrlng^of bh 
bipod for yoU| however fparing you be of ycozr' teirs 
f6r him. Draw yet nearer* and lay your ear to hil 
wounds, efpecially his five big wounds in his h^nds, 
feeti and fide ; which like ib many mouths are wide 
opened to fpeak to believing communicants. XiAea 
and hear what they fay : What is the language* ol die 
two wounds in his hands? ** Come to me. aud^caft 
u your guilty foul into my bleeding om*ftretched 
«< arms,** and Til favc ypu from the fword- of jufHce. 
Lay your ear to the two wounds -in his feet, and heat 
what they fay, *• Run to me, and caft yoorfelf down 
«• at my feet,** and Fll proteft you from the avenget o^ 
blood. Hearken to the deep wound in his fide, faying, 
« Flee to me," O trembling dove, " and 111 fliclter tHcc 
•« in this cleft of the rock :" Thou haft now free acccfs 
to the ark, behold the window opened in the fide of it : 
look in at it, and fee my heart burning with love : 
Yea, thn//l in thy hand to mjjide^ unbelievingThomas, 
and feel my bleedwg heart ho.w warm it is to you, and be 
tio more Jaithleffy but believing. 

O communicant, can you come to the-f(E>ot of Chrift's 
crofs, and fee his wounds, and hear fuch language, and 
your heart not be affcdled with love to Chrift, and ha- 
tred to fin ? Can you behold Chrift thus cruelly ufcd, 
nailed to the -tree, bleeding and dying in your room ? 
Can you fee the heavens turning black, the fun draw- 
ing in its head, the earth quaking, and the rocks rend- 
ing at the fufierings of the Son of God, and your heart 
not quake for fin, that awakened the fword of jullice 
againft him as our furety ? O what caufe have you to 
be afliamcd qf the hardnefs and unconcernednefs of 
your hearts at fuch a fight, and to cry to God that the 
heart of ftone may be changed into a heart of ^efii^ 
and that the fire of. Chrift'b love may defcend and kin* 
die fuch a flame in your foul, as may melt your frozen 
affetlions, and confume the ftubble of your lufts and 
corruptions. Of old the Lord ufcd to anfwcr his pco- 
p/e's prsvcrs and facrificcs bv &rt tn)ts\\vaw^ik\ Pray 



SACRAMENTAL .ApyiCB> ipA 

that he may anfwer yours in like manner, by kindling 
a holy fire in your foul, as he did in this heart. of the 
two diiciples going to Emmaus f even a twofold fire, 
to wit, a fire of love to Chrift, and a fire of indigna- 
tipn againft fin. O love the Lord Jefus as your trea-^ 
fare and portion ^ let your thoughts be mainly upon 
him, and your fouls breathing after him. Be much 
concerned for his intereft and caufe, and for the fpread-^ 
ing of his kingdom and glory in the world. And be 
looking out, and longing for the full and perfeA enr 
joyment of him. Likewife, keep np a firong ^verfion 
to fin, and to what i^ oppofite to Chrift, and injurious 
to his intereft and kingdom ; look always upon fm as 
the grand enemy and murderer of Chrift, and therefore 
do not fpare it. 



•w«^ 
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From John v. 6. yesus taitb unto lim^ Wilt thou Le made loloU ? 

This miraculous healing pool of Bethefda,. at which 
^e impotent man had lain thirty-eight years, was a 
type of the Mefiiah, and the fountain of his blood 
opened and fet forth in gofpel ordinances, for healing 
all our fpiritual difeafes. And Chrift's method of 
liialing this man teaches os, that if we would be heal- 
4Sd» we muft be willing to wait at the pool of ordinan- 
ces, kill the Spirit come to ftir the waters, apply the 
Uood, and t&(\ the cure. And in the mean time, we 
mnft be fienfible of our difeafe; and look up to Chrift 
our great phyfician, with earneft defires for healing* 
This is imported in Chrift's queftion,Jf7// thou he. made 

. . O comnmnicants, you are difeafed by fin, and the 
plagues of your hearts ; thefe have, blafted the primi- 
tive beauty of the foul, and brought on it a ghaftly de« 
Ibrmity, with much pain and weaknefs. Your difeaf- 
es are manifoki ) atheiftical thoug|[itSt XDhV^vd^^jA v^ 
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.soraooc of God's tmthf, afe woefal phguos i IMM^ 
of.kearti and earthly mindddnefs, formTAityj imd^Kdut 
wanderings in duty, tnifting to your own ri^lirecyiififds, 
inmtitude> and backfliding from Gk>d i the(e .are (K(- 
eaies-you ought all to be fenfible of! CodwonkHtt^ 
every man to know the pk^tie of his own hearty i Ki t t g il^i i t 
38. in order to hb being made whole* Thdfe art 'Ait 
iick that Chrift is ready to come to heal, Ma«du^&^#& 
Chrlft firft makes Inen fickand fenfible befei^heiMlM 
them whole. Have you then any acquainHance wKl 
this healthful, preparatory ficknefs ? Have y^U^^Miii 
made feniible of the dangerous nature of your dkUti^ 
and thoughtful and fpticitous about th^ iffvU^hx. i 
Have you been made to groan and moait liniicr^tfie 

burden of your difeafei faying, / inm trottUed emd itMt 
dmvn greatly^ I go tnourmng ail the day kngt -Ha^ -jM 
feen there is no' healing in yourfeUes, or in -yUnet kXA* 
virions, prayers, tears, or relForctiations ? and that'4t 4s 
Only in Chrift, who hath an infinite fulneft of nM& 
and fpirit to fuit your defpcrate malady ? Are vottwiB* 
ing to fubmit to the phyfician's prefcriptions for 'heat- 
ing ? Be the pill or potion never fo bitter, you will 
fwallow it : Is it your cry, Lord^ what wilt thou ha^ 
me to do F Thefe are tokens of a right preparatory iirifij^ 
nefs. May the Holy Spirit work them in you* 

The great meritorious means of your healing is the 
blood of Jefus Chrift, which is fet before you in tin 
iacrament, for you to lode to and apply by faith. ' -iltf 
the Ifraelites were made fenfible of their ftingS'befiMt 
they looked to the brazon ferpent for healing, fbr^muft 
ye, in order to your prifing of Chrift, and looking' tto 
his blood for healing your ({uritual plagues* Now tht 
fountain is open, and the healing ftreams run freely on 
both fides of the table : Come then, with a feelirfg of 
your difeafes, and bathe in them for curing your- bard 
hearts, your blind eyes, your weak hands, your feeble 
knees, your lame feet, your cold affeAions# O tmpo^ 
lent man, are you lying at the fide of the pocd while 

jfhe-WMtcn satt ftirring ? Have yo\i tko ftxtxi^Vi t» oiovf 
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if}rw2rd, and is there none to put you in ? O then, look 
lup to Chrifty that healed the impotent man after many 
years Waiting: Look to hirh by faith, as he calls you, 
Tifkp xlv. az* Look unto me and be ye favedy all the ends of 
the eqrttj. As I offer myfelf to every difeafed foul in 
)>articuiar^ as well as to all in genwal, fo let every foul 
embrace me as his Saviour, and apply my blood to his 
particular difeafes. Faith is a heahng grace, not only 
;its touches, but its very looks are healing ; hence Chrift 
-faid tQ feveral who were healed. Thy faith h^h made 
4hee whole. O fee then if you have got this healing 
^th. 

\ (^eft. How may I know if my faith be of this kind ? 
Ans. A healing faith will make the foul heartily ap- 
prove the gofpel method of falvation, embrace God's 
iefiimony, and-clofe with his gofpel offer in all refpe£ts. 
And it hath in it> an appropriating trud and confidence 
in the. merit and virtue of Chrift's blood, offered to the 
fioi^jer in particular for his pardon and healing, which 
jUjkkes him reft uponGhrift as his Saviour, and venture 
b«S foul and iatvation upon liis merit and promife. In 
^is healing faith of a difeaied iinner, there is a- partic- 
ular acceptance of, and confidence in a crucified Chrifli 
correfponding to that free gofpel offer which he makes 
to the diftreffed foul. This faith brings him to a fixed 
refolutioa to- lie at the phyfician's door,,and depend up- 
6B him alone for healing. And it makes him cafl 
Open alt the doors and rooms of his foul^ to receive and' 
entertain his phyfician. Now, Q poor impotent foul, 
if there be fuch a faith as this wrought in thee, then 
thy faith in Ghrifl makes thee whole. The healing 
balm is applied, the cure begun, and fhall fhortly be 
fierfeded. Be of good cheery thy fins are forgiven thee ;. 
^ifiu Chrifl maieth thee whole. •. 

: It concerns you alfo, to try if the happy fruits and 
eflSb£ts ofvhis healing faith, in you appear in you, whcre^ 
by. you* may conclude^.that the flrength of your difeale 
in broken by virtue of the blood of Chrift ; and tha: 
jmx. base got it applied for curmg 70UI \xt^tx '^vVL^xtew, 

s a. 
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liardnefs, unbeli^f» pridci carnaHtf, and particularly 
your weaknefs of hands and feeblenefs of knees-: So 
that, though formerly they were fo weak and fieeUe, 
that you could not lift up the one, nor bow down the 
other in prayer with any fervency and livelineisy yd 
now it is otherwife': Then this is a good tok^n, 'thi 
ftrength of the difeafe is broken, Chriil has taken -yim 
into his hofpitaUand has you under cure) by the daily 
application of his blood and Spirit, and you are on the- 
way of recovery. Can yOu fay funher, That four 
drought is greatly abated, your thirft after fin: and the 
world ; and that your appetite for foul food, commuii^ 
ion with Chrift in ordinances, is happily incrcafed? 
Can you bear the light better than before ? Do yoa 
love fearching fermons ? All thefe are good fignU 
Have you a high efteem of your phyiician, and do yo« 
entertain him kindly when he vifits you ? Have yotrre* 
covered more ftrength and willingnefi to ferve him hi 
the way of commanded duties ? And have yon a holy 
fear and jealouiy of every thing that might bring on ft 
relapfe into your old diftempers? Then there is good 
hope, through grace, that your faith is a healing faath^ 
the work of healing is begun, and fo far carried otu 
Chrift is our rock, and his work is perfcft. * 

O then ftudy to be thankful to your great phyfician> 
faying, Whatjhall I render to the Lord for ail bis benefit 
■o^vard me ^ Bkfs the Lordy O my foul y and forget not aM 
his benefits : Who forgiveth all thine iniquities^ heaUtb dtt 
ihy difeafesy and rcdeemeth' thy foul from deflruBion : who 
rffie^ueih thy youth like the eagle* s, maketh thee run and not 
zvearyy ivalk and not faint, Blcjfed be the God afid father 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift^ nvhoy according to his abundant 
viercyy hath begotten us again to a lively hope^ by the refurrec-- 
lion of Jefus Chrifl from the dead^ to an inheritance incor^ 
>'upiiBle and undefled^ and that fadeth not away^ refsrved 
in heaven for us. Then the cure fhall be fully perfeA- 
cd, and we fhall always dwell befide our phyiician, and 
enjoy per§e{i and uninterrupted health for ever aiid 
ever, Exprefs your tVianki\\\i\efe ^\k!\\^ "^^w -^re here^ 
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bf being witt^fles for Chrift^ fhtning as lights before 
others^ commending Chrift and his ways to them, hat- 
iiig all fin, abflaining from it, reproving fin in others, 
and tefiifying againft it. Be meek and lowly in your 
carriage, deal uprightly with all men, love all that bear 
Chrifl's image, be zealous for family religion, for fane* 
t-ifying the Sabbath, and attending God's ordinances. 
Pray eameftly'for-the coming of Chrift^ kingdom upon 
the earth, and do all you can to promote it. 

Watch and pray againft backflidings and relapfes in^ 
to old diftempers, and for that end be humble and felf- 
diffident,.be denied to your own ftrength an4 conduA, 
Bnd be always jealous of your corrupt and deceitful 
hearts* Live hy faith upon the Son ofOdd^ looking to 
him both for righreoufnefs and ftrength. And becaufe 
you are environed with enemies, put on the whole armour 
ef' Gody ' that you may be able to Jiand againft the wiles of 
the devil. It is not the armour of your own refolutions. 
It is the armour of God, even the graces of the Spirit, 
it is not fome graces ^r parts of i\aX armour, it is the 
^hole armour, all the Chriftian graces. It is not 
enough to have the armour in the houfe, or grace in 
the habit ; no, it muft be put on, daily worn and exer- 
cifed. God hath proved different pieces of armour for 
.you, the fword of the Spirit, the (hield of faith, the 
helmet of hope, the breaft plate of righreoufnefs } but 
there is nothing for the back, for God difowns run- 
avays^ Heb. x. 38. If any man draw back^ isfc. 
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^rom Exod. xiL 14. ^nd this daj /&// Se unto you for a i^emoria^ 

As the Paffover feaft was a memorial both of the 
deliverance from Egypt, and the redemption of Chrift, 
jfo a communion Sabbath is a memorial of fundry re- 
tfjarkablc things, and ought to be held as a moft mem- 
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oraMe day* bj Jereryb^cver, as it brings to cAffttehait. 
fanaue the groateft events and ble£5bgs; .^--ini ^*^ 

I. A commonton Sabbath is a livdf meBunrU ^' 
Chrift's death? for the facramenr adoiiniffiared that- 
day bf breaking of bread» and pouring out of .^vAm^ b. 
a idfible reprefentation of Chrift's deaths by ^the knilf 
ing of Clmflfs body, and pouring fcoth his i>loddtm'4i^L 
croft I an event which God wHl have rcmembeved'tp. 
the end of the worlds and through att etemityw - '"O^;;^ 
becaufe by it God's perfedicmsare highly gk»rifled)^nndf. 
the cleft world redeemed ^from helL Chrift dSivai^' 
tttte the ordinance to be si landing monmntetr fl^^lfr 
death while the world ftands^ t Cor. in.^6i As^efinrnft 
yi emt this hndd^ and drink this cup^ ye dofintr tbe^LwJSt^ 
dkUh tUl be come. And a 'monument of the wo ad e fft t 
lore of God in giving his Son, and of the fioii ni giw^ 
ing himfelf to M a facrifice for our fins^^who-vdneislv' 
terly unworthy of his love. By this memorial iSfld:" 
would teach us the ineftimabie value of Chrift'a ddrth^-^ 
as the greateft obligation he evQr pat. upon the Worlds 
and that we ought to declare our gratitude to God ibr- 
the favour in the moft open and public mahner,.andr(^' 
ly upon Chrift^s death and facrifice as the fbundatiosof 
all our hopes of pardon and falvation. The death'. ofi 
Jefus Chrift is the moft worthy fubjedt cf the di^oiaie. 
and praiie, both of the redeemed on earth and tfae^gfaK 
rifiedin heaven, according to Rev. i. ^.^^^-^k.^ivxSk 
Hence it was that Mofes and Elias when they^caa» 
from heaven to mount Tabor to wait upon the Lord)' 
when transfigured, they made choice of Chrift's death 
for the fubjeft of their converfation, Luke^kc. 3 u And* 
good reafon, for Chrift's death was the spring and 
caufe of all their glory in heaven ; neither Mofes nor 
Elias had fliined there, if it had not been for Chrift's* 
death. ..' - 

. 2; A communion Sabbath is a fpecial memmaht^ 
its <^ Chrift's refurredtion from the grave^. which v^ 
on the firft day of the week, and hence called ibm 
Lord's day, it being the moft honourable da; t»^i 
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Lord Redeemer, and the moft joyful day to alt the re- 
deemed, as it gave a clear proof of the perfe£tion of 
Chriil's facrifice he ofiered to divine jufticey and that 
onr furety's fatisfaAion was accepted for o«r complete 
julHHcation and abfolution. Hereby it appeared that 
the elect's debt was difchargedi their redemption fin- 
ifhed, and their cautioner liberated from prifon. This 
diay Chrift was declared to be the Son of God with power. 
As his death did fhew him to be truly man, fo his refur- 
redion did manifeft him to be truly God, and the great 
Redeemer- of the world. This was the day of Chrift^s 
vi^ry and triumph, in which he folemnly- appeared to 
be the captain of our falvation^ and obtained a glorious 
victory over all his and the church's enemies^ Thb 
day he triumphed over the grave, death and hell, and 
over fin, Satan, and wicked men. Now death was un^ 
fiinged, the grave loft its purchafe, the ferpent's head 
was bruiied, the powers of hell vanquifhed, and they 
were all fwallowed up in viftory. Likewife Chrift by 
his refurreAion, as the head of the church, gave to aM 
the members of his body a fure pledge and earneft of 
their refurreftion from the grave at the laft day, to im- 
mortality of eternal life. And on this day he refted 
from all his works of fuffcring and redemption, and re- 
joiced in the review of them with infinite delight and 
complacency. Now a communion Sabbath is a bright 
memorial of this glorious day, which is to be had in 
evcrlafting remembrance. O believer, remember it 
with thankfulnefs and joy. 

3. This day is a memorial of your fpirilual refurrec- 
tlon and new birth, as it declares your reception into 
God's family, and feals your title to the privileges of 
his children, that you are born heirs of God^ and joint 
kHrs with ChriJIf of the heavenly inheritance. And though 
the Lord's fupper be not a converting ordinance in its 
0wn nature, yet the preaching of a crucified Chrift this 
day, has been the means of converting many thoufands, 
amd, in many others, of beginning the pangs and fore- 
cumiers of a new birthi to witj £iving convictions of 
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fia» and enquiries after Chrifti and falvation t]iroiig|i 
hiiPi which have landed in their conTerfion. praf^ 
that it may be fuch a day to you and auny otbcriv 

4. This day is a memorial of your marriage dajist^. 
caufe on it you enter into or renew your marriage w^ 
enant with Chrift» the bridegroom of the cfaurdk 
Minifters, by the gofpel ofiersi court your ioiilS'-.tff 
Chrift) faying, as thofe did to Rebekah, Gen. zxiv. j|k 
Will you go nvith the tnatt Cbrifl ? On the communien 
day> you folenmly give your anftver as {he did} «v «i^ 
go I and at the Lord's table you feal your engagcsoMA^ 
to him. Likewife this day is a memorial of the co|h 
£ummation of your marriage with Chrift at riie-^rea|b 
dayi when he will come to receive home his efpou(^ j 
bride, and conduA her to the King's palace with J9f 
and triumph. O prepare and long for that day: - - » 

5. The communion Sabbath is a memorial of yoqjr 
crucifying fin, which was the caufe of your RedecoMi^s 
death. At this ordinance you draw virtue firom tbf 
death of Chrift, to kill fin and mortify ftrong liifis. 
Many wreftling believers have been enabled , at thtsioo^ 
caiion, to give a death's wound to thofe lufts and iJoii 
Ihey have been long ftruggling againft before. Rfr 
folve then, in Chrifi's ftrength, that fin (hall not out-^ 
live this day ; it is moil: juA to revenge the death of 
Chrift upon it. 

6. A communion Sabbath is a memorial of Chridiki 
conqueft and coronation : For on this day Chrift btF. 
quently receives the ffutt and reward of the travail of 
his foul and his bitter agonies, by overcoming . heail|» 
depofing Satan from his throne, and delivering (bull 
from his thraldom^ and tranflaring them into hi» own 
kingdom. And, at this occafion, all worthy coqimum* 
cants do, as it were, put a crown of glory and hoBOiR 
upon Chrift's head, by renouncing fin, Satan, and..«B 
that had exercifed dominion over them before, and gi^ 
ing their full and hearty confent, that Chrift alone 
fhall reign over them for ever. Chrift is fo delighted 
Vfith this^ that he eftfitxos it ?is his coronation daj^ 
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Cant. iii. II. O come then and yield your hearts to 
Ghrift, and pray that the communion day may headiay 
of his coronation and conquefl:, when iinners ihall gi^« 
their free and willing confent to the dethroning of 
&tan, and enthroning of King Jefus ; come under 
Gilfift*s fceptre and government, and abandon all his 
enemies, for he hath bed: right to the throne, and thd 
juftest title to reign over you. 

7. A communion Sabbath is a lively memorial and 
emblem of the everlaAing Sabbath above, and the 
lieavenly feaft there that fhall never end, which Chrift 
hath purchafed and promifed to his people. Why? 
i>ecaufe on a communion Sabbath here, there is an aC> 
fembling of God^s people to give thanks for fedeem- 
iftg love, and to feed upon Chrift and his purchafe, 
with fatis&ftion and fongs of praife. In like man- 
jier; in the heavenly Sabbath, there wiH be a great ga- 
-fhering of all the faints through all the world, to ad- 
mitc and praife God for redeeming ^oodnefs, and to 
fit down and feaft with Chrift for ever, upon the bene- 
fits of his purchafe. O how great is the plenty, varie- 
ty, the fulnefs of provifion and fati^fa£lion which is at 
the upper table ! there they feed upon eternal redemp- 
tion ^Srom hell and wrath, pcrfeft freedom from fin and 
^tan, and from all affli^ions and complaints : They 
feed upon the glorious prefence of God in human na- 
ture) thcrconftant ihinings of his face, and intimations 
^-his love ; the bright difcaveries of the works of God 
»n areation and providence, and efpecially In the re- 
demption of men by Chrift. And in this fcftival they 
hive perfeft' fatisfaftion, joined with eternal fongs o£ 
praife. But O how far will the communion Sabbath 
above, excel thofe we have here below ! Here we arc 
oft put to mix our praifes.with mourning and tears, be- 
caufe of fin prevailing, or the Spirit withdrawing. 
Here Judafes and unworthy guefh thruft in among the 
difciples, but at the higher table there is no fuch mix- 
ture, all is pure and holy, and there i?* nought to allay 
tbeir joy. Here our communion Sabbaths are foon 
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fhat yoti have done to provoke him to caft yon o£ 
Theu Jbalt coil me, my Fatter. Wonderful condeTcen- 
ftoHi that he (hould allow fuch prodigals and run aways 
at all to fpeak to hini, and far more that he fhouldp^ 
words in their mouths, and fuch kindly words, as» S^ 
Father / amazing goodnefs ! 

If you would make this addrefs aright, and take hold 
of his covenant, fo as you may be taken in among the 
children of God, and allowed to come to his table and 
rat of their bread, you muft be truly grieved for your 
long rebellion againft your heavenly Father, and flight- 
ing his oilers of mercy and pardon through Chriid; 
ycu muft be deeply humbled before him, and fall in 
with the gof|)el method of accefs to him ^y a Media- 
tor J you mud quit all dependence on your own right- 
eoufnefs, and break with all your Father's enemies; 
you mud make a free and hearty choice of God, as your 
God and Father in Chrid, refting wholly upon ChrilVs 
mediation and righteoufnefs for acceptance with God; 
you muft make a furrender of yourfelves, and all you 
have to him, and engage in Chrift's ftrength to fcrye 
him ; as obedient children, defirous to pleafe your Fa- 
ther in all things. 

(• come then, enter into covenant with God, and 
make choice of him as your Father in Chrift i this is 
the only expedient for removing the difficulties in the 
way of your ialvation, and for taking you im» Goi'% 
family, and numbering you among his children^ unlefs 
you fall in with it, you can have no right to the chil- 
dren's bread, you'll be unworthy communicants, and 
eat and drink judgnu* nt to yourfelves. O then preyoot 
it, by entering into covenant with God, that you ma? 
be taken in among the children. O young pecfons kit 
me put the matter home to you, as Joihua d4d to the 
Ilratlire«, ihi/ff you this day ivhomyou ivUl fcrve P Chufe 
you whom you will take for your father, whether God 
or the devil ! Both are courting your hearts ; which cf 
thett\ will you yield to ? Is there any fo foolifh as to 
I hult betwixt two opinions in iV.\:i ca^c"^. \^ x\\a^ ^n^ {o 
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iqad as to (land in doubt whether to dwelt with Chrif^ 
or the devil for ever ? Now Michael, and his .angels^ 
and the dragon and his angels,, are ftruggliug for your 
hearts ; a cunning devil is holding,, and a dying Saviour 
is drawing ; now caft the balance, and flicw which of 
them you incline to : The eyes of the holy Trinity are 
on you, the eyes of angels and men are on you, to fee 
what the iiTue wiU be. O then be wife and come pre- 
fently, and make a furrender of your hearts to God in 
Chrift. lliere is no mufic fo melodious in God's ears, 
as the voice of young perfons weeping and covenanting 
with God. llie feafon of youth is the male in your 
flock, it belongs tt) God, let him have it ; they are curf. 
ied who deny it to him, and referve the bjind amd the 
lame to God, fuch as the dregs of old age, or ficknefs^ 
Mai. i. 7. 

O communicantsviee always to liring Chrift along 
with you in your cbveiianting with God ; never think 
of covenanting with him but by farrlfice 5 bring the 
'la'criflcc of Chrift's death to atone for the breach of the 
'firft covenant, and brifig his furctylhip to anf*er for 
your faithfulnefs in the.fecond, orherwife you can ne- 
ver call God your Father, nor be taken in among his 
children. Remember you are ail engaged in this cov- 
Jtiimi by your parents undertaking for you in baptifm, 
^ ^Ut as (oon as you are capable, God will have you to 
'^new it perfonally and explicitly, and to come fenfible 
'.jrf your breaking this covenant, in running away from 
dhrift*s colours, and in going over to the devil's camp, 
smd deeply fenfible of your folly in delaying and (land- 
iftg otit fo long againft Chrift's gracious calls and free 
offers, O come as penitent prodigals, and mourning 
''l>acki}iders, arid with your hers Zionward, weeping as 
jre 'g<r, willing to enter into God's covenant, and give 
yoiiffelves away unto the Lord, who is your rightful 
Owner. Since Chrift comes to you at this occafion, as 
in ftream^s *of blood, it is furely proper that you meet 
him with flteams of teats for fin, that caufed his blood 
td be poured forth as water y and that you come pref- 
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cnt]^ to an open rupture with all his enemies^ and par- 
dcularly with your unbelief^ your pride, your paffion 
your hypocrify, and other fins that have pierced him. 
Break with them a!l, and come to him i^ith the appro- 
priating afts of faitJi, faying, My Fctkcr^ my L(^-d, anj 
*7V GsJ, 
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From I.ukc v. ^6. Ti-y glur:f..J ^^aJtSzyr^, IFs baw tetfiiU^ 
t-flngt iu Jtiy. 

Those who have been attending ordinances} ought 
to recoiled what they have been feeing, doing, and 
hearing, and to be fuitably afFeAcd therewith. Self 
examination is needful after communicating as well as 
before it. Had you the eyes of faith open to fee aild 
obferve the goings of our God and King in his fanftii- 
ary, you n-;ay'tlien fay on the evening of a Communiop 
Sabb'^itb, Jf^e have fi\n J}range and frmrvcltous things U 
thy \ou hnve feen the bloody tragedy of Chrift's fuf- 
firings rcprefented and re-aftt*d \ Chri ft with garments 
dipt in blood fighting a bloody battle for us, in which 
the gt6/y of the divine attributes are wonderfully dit 
played : Behold the free love and mercy of God, who 
was highly offended with us, yet contriving our 'redeini]k 
tion, and giving the Son of his love to die for us tirbo 
were his enemies, and for this end creating a new thing 
in the earth, the incarnation of an infinite perfbn, 
making a woman, a virgin, to be mother of him that 
created her ! God incarnate is a world's wonder, Jer. 
xxxi. 2a. A ftrange thing ! The Son of God confents 
thus to humble himfelf and die for condemned crimi- 
nals ; rather than' he would fee eleA finners plunged 
into the bottomlefs pit of eternal mifery, in his love 
and pity he would put himfelf into it to keep them out. 
Here infinite wifdom difplayed in finding out a way to 
fathfy juilice in pum(hui% &ci ttN^t^'])'»i& >x \hie ^me 
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timie to gratify mercy in pardoning the finner freely I 
A ftrangc device ! Juftice and mercy are reconciled 
and kifs one another in man's redemption .by Chrift's 
deathj, the demands are both anfwered, and the glory 
of both equaHy difcovered ! Here is feen the fevcrity 
of juftice and the fiercenefs of God's wrath againll fin, 
in not fparing his innocent Son when he came to be 
our furety, nor abating him one farthing of the debt I 
Nay, he awakened the fword of juftice againft him, and 
poured oiit the vials of his wrath upon him ; which 
kindled a fire in his foul, made him fweat, and fall to 
the ground ; and there he that made the heavens, lay 
grovelling in the anguidi of his fpirit, and fweating 
clots of blood, O how heavy was the burden of guilt 
that preffed his foul at this time. 

You have feen a ftrange thing, b^ood Areaming forth, 
cf marvellous virtue, that can fofcen iiearts, though 
harder than a ftone j that can heul ail the v^'ounds giv- 
en you by the old ferpent , that can wafh away the 
decpeft ftains of guiit> and make creatures b^ack as hell, 
whiter than snow ! and though many thoufands have 
been cleanied by it, yet the itream is no wile defiled, 
but ftill is pure and clear as cryfta! ! y"oii have feea 
the amazing humiliation of the Son of God for. vile 
worms ! a ftrangc thing I he was made a worm, a clod 
of duft i, yea, made fin for us ! Strange !V that he who 
thunders in the heavens, ftiould be brought to lie hi 
tiie manger, and cry ii) the cradle ! That he who fram- 
ed the heavens (hould work with a carpenter in hii; 
trade ! That the great judge of all the world, fhould 
be brought to the bar, accufed as a malefadtor, con- 
demned and. crucified betwixt two thieves, that fuch 
criminals as you might have a room among the blefild I 
You hav« feen the Lord of Life deprived of life, to 
purchaft life for you I fpotlcfs holinefs made fin, and 
eternal bleflednefs made acurfe to redeem you from fin, 
and the curfe due to it I A ftrange thing I For the Ho- 
iy One of God to make fiich an exchange with you, to 
Uke the curie, to giv€ you the bleflLig ! to take ftiane, 
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on hearts and wills by the word, fecure fouls awaken^ 
ed« blind eyes qpenedi proud creatures humbled, care- 
lefs finners made to cry, ^* Away with the worlds and 
" give me Chrift, none but Chrift. I count all things, 
<< out lofs and dung in comparifon of Chrift and his 
« righteoufnefs." Thcfe are ftrange fights, with which 
you (hould be much affedted fo as to hate fin, love 
Chrift, ble6 God, and glorify him with your hearts, 
tongues and lives. It Is the end of all God's wwks,. 
that we fhould glorify him. Oh ! t;he beft have reaibn 
to lament that they are fo little afFeAed with the mar- 
vellous things fet before them in the word and facrap 
ment ! Surely when you compare the rock whence job. 
are hewn, and that on which God fets you ! and when 
you confider the low ftoop Chrift has made to purcbafe 
fuch clods of earth and fins with his blood, you have 
caufe to be amazed at his love, and confounded at your 
own ingratitude, in being fo little affected with his inarr.. 
vellous loving kindnefs, or melted for fin that was the 
caufe of all his fufierings ! O let the ftrange and. won- 
derful tokens of Chrift's love, you have been feeing and 
iharing of in the facrament, engage you to more thank- 
fulnefs in heart and life. Have you been w'aftiing your 
robes white in the blood of the Lamb ? Be careful to 
keep them clean, and do not defile them again in the 
mire of fin ; remember your vows, and keep your fice 
ftill towards your Father's houfe, which is a pure and 
undefiled dwelling : you cannot take filthy hands or 
feet thither, for no unclean thing enters there, Ffa!. 
xciii. 5. HoHnefs hecometh thine houfe^ Lord, for ever. 



ADVICE XXII. 

l-COOi Luke vi. ai. Biejfid ate yc that hunger /rcw, for ye fi:ill be Jdtt^* 

In Scripture, hunger and thirft, when applied to fp:- 
r/tual things, imports l\ve. t^mt x.Vv\tv^^ to wit, a ftrong 
c/efire after fpiritua\ ax\d he-a.-^tiX^ ^o^^ \Kvci^ v ^N5i^ 
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deiire implies fpiritual life, a feeling fenfe of want^ and 
a longing for food to the foul, together with the ufe of 
all proper means to obtain it. ' Now, the main object 
of this hunger or thirft is Jcfus Chrrft, or God in' 
Chrift, Pfal. xlii. i, 2. Ixiii. i. Now there are many 
things in Chrift which the hungry foul doth defire ; as, 
I . Chrift's blood as the foul's ranfom and cleanfing foun- 
tain. 2. Chrift's Spirit, as the CiuVs quickener, com- 
forter, and guide. 3. Chrift's righteoufnefs, as the 
foul's clothing and proteftion. 4. CKrift's word, as the 
foul's daily food and cordial. 5. Chrift's fupper, as the 
ibul's feaft and pledge of heaven. 6. Chrift's graces, 
as the foul's riches and ornaments. 7. Chrift's way, or 
holinefs in heart and. life, as the foul's path to heaven. 
8. Chrift's day, as the foul's weekly market day, for get- 
ting ift provifions neceffary for working, journeying, 
fighting, &c. 9. Chrift's manfiofis above, as the soul s 
dwelling plate for eternal communion with God and 
his faints. Now, if ye would be truly bleffed, ye muft 
hunger and thirft for thefe things, firmly believing that 
in thefe your true happinefs doth lie, and not in the 
W6rld of fenfuai things. 

Again, fee that your hunger be of the right kind, 
that it be infatiable, fo that nothing can put it ofi^ or 
fatisfy it but Chrift : the truly hungry foul will not be 
pleafed with the beft duties, ordinances, minifters, fer- 
nlons, facraments, or any thing without Chrift. The 
H\ingry foul will adventure on the greateft difficulties 
for Chrift 5 he will part with any thing for him : All 
the treafures, honours, mufic, or comforts of life, can- 
not fatisfy him, none but Chrift the foul's food. True 
hunger will put him upon the ufe of all means, and 
make him content to take Chrift on any terms, and put 
a blank in his hand, and fay, Lord, nvhat wilt thou have 
me to do ? I'll fubfcribe to any thing, only give me Chrift 
give me food to my ftarving foul. 

Such hungry fouls arc blelTed, becaufe he hath p' 
mifed to fatisfy and fill them. It is God that ere 
the aooelite and excites the hunger, and therefo' 
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will fatisfy it. The hungry are the mod earneft .an4 
importunate beggars at the throne of grace ; and fuch 
he hath promifed to hear, Luke ii. 9. The hungry 
will wait at God's door for an alms, and he procnifes 
that thofe who nvaitfor hhnpull not he ajbamedy lfa» sliz. 
23. The proud, the rich, the full, and felf-rigUt^fi 
will go away, if the door be not prefently opencdis jm 
the hungry will aik, fvek, knock, and knock again, and 
wait till God think fit to open and grant ^n alms. 
Thefe God is bound by his word to fatisfy. He ist^ir 
Father, and hath the bowels of a father to pity his d)?* 
flren. He hears the ravens and young lions wheti tbej 
cry, and feeds them, and will he not hear }\is. o«9 
children, and £11 their hungry fouls ? Yea^ he hath 
promifed it. 

But what is that fill lie promifes to, the, bon^r^r? 
Anf. He fills them with divine difcoveries, as ^Ui tli^ 
knowkdge of God's greatnefs and majefly^ fb sU {p 
make them fenfible of their own nothingnefs I andwji(b 
the knowledge of God's goodnefs and free love to fiiir 
oers in Chriil, fo as to make them fall, into raptures of 
admiration, and cry, Who is a God like unto thee^ it(Xt 
pardoneth iniquity ? Micah vii. 18 He filU them with 
a difcovery of the excelU ;icy of the gofpel rem^djc fof 
periihing fouls, fo as to make them fay it is a devke 
every way worthy of God. Chrift's Mediatory pffices, 
his covenant, his righteoufnefs, his blood, his puretiafey 
and fulnefs, do nobly anfwer all our fouls' wants aySl 
Decefiities : they deliver us from fin and vcAierfj, smd 
they bring us grace and glory. He fills his bungfy 
people with gofpel promifes^ by letting them fee tteir 
name in tliem, and giving them faith to take bold of 
them and apply them. Many a fweet fill do they g^ 
from fuch promifes as thefe, Jer. xxxii. 40. Ezek. xx^vL 
26, 28. Jer. iii. 22. i John ii. i. Rom. xvi. 20. Heb. 
xiii. 5. He fills them with the intimations of the par- 
don of their fins, and with peace and joy in be]ieving, 
Rom. XV. 10. fo as to banifh their doubts and fears. 
Wliat a fwcet fiVY dox\v CWvK^ nqv;^ ^x^Ahjem, fcch 
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as that in Matth ix. 2. Luke xxiv. 36, 38. John xir. 
2^. Rom. viii. i. He fills them with refolution and 
OTcngth to conquer fin, perform duties, refift tempta- 
tions, and bear a£ii£tions : when he fpeaks to them as 
tb Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 9. or as m Ifa. xH. 10. and xlii. 2« 
jBte fills them by giving them fweet returns of prayer, 
iflurance of his love, and of his gracious prefence with 
th^m. He fills them by making over Chrift's ful* 
iiefs and purchafe to them, and by giving them Fi(l> 
gih views of the promifed land, and will at lafl fill them 
with glory. 

Ic is only the hungry that ihall be filled, the needy, 
the humble, and felf-4enied, for the rich are fent empty 
4iivayf Luke i. 53. the rich, that is thof^ who are filled 
with a conceit of their own flrength and fufiSciency, 
thieir gifts and performamces, and go about to edablilh 
SI rightcoufnefs of their own, and fee not thdr need of 
thrifl:. Thefe fliall go empty away, for they do not 
pri^e ChrifV, nor are willing to come up to his terms. 
Thej go away empty of Chrift and his riches •, but alas, 
they go away filled with pride and felf-conceit, filled 
with love to fin, love to the world, and love to their 
-own righteoufnefs. Oh this is a miferable fill ! 

O hungry foyls, blefs God that gives you this appe- 
tite when others are rich and full in their own conceit, 
labour to preferve this appetite, and wait about God's 
lioufe and table, where ibul food is to be had \ and 
Wefs him even for the fmalleft crumbs^ as when he gives 
you a greater hatred of fin, a higher efteem of Chrift, 
a' great defire after heart holinefs, a reftlefnefs without 
'.Chrift, a willingnefs to part with all for Chrift, or 
ftronger refolutions to cleave to Chrift and duty. Thefe 
crumbs are worthy of thanks, though you be not filler' 
with joy and peace in t)elieving. Wait on the Lor 
and wait for him in every ordinance and duly cf 
appointment, believing him to be faithful who ) 
&ld, 7heyjball not be ajhamed who ivait for me. 

Object. Some may fay. We have waited lonr 
iave not got a crumb. Anf. Some eminent f 



22S SACRAMENTAL ADVICES. 

been put to cry, How long wilt thou forget nte^ Lordfjiaii 
k be for ever. Pfal. xiK. But they muft wait in the 06 
of means until God's time come, and adore the fovie- 
reignty of God in his dealings with them. His people 
have reiigned themfelves to the care and wifilooi of 
God, who knows what b beft for theoi; bclietivg 
there is a time coming when God will make up ier>d 
their tofies. O believers, there is a fill remaining fir 
you above, that will foon make jou forget all joax^fj^ 
of fcarcity here below* 



ADVICE XXIII. 

Trom Psalm cvii. l. Let the redfcmed of the Lord fay fi. 

What is it fuch perfons.fhould fay ? Let themtxKh 
fay and fing of God's goodnefs and mercy to them ; 
for (of all men) the redeetned of the Lord have moft rciJ- 
fon to be thankful for Chrift's diftinguifhing mercy ia 
freeing them from the law's curfes and Satan's power, 
from the guilt, dominion, and punifliment of fin ; from 
the iling of death and the wrath to come. Believers 
are r<;dfcmcd both from (in and hell. 

Q^ How may I know if I be among thefe happy one?, 
rif ndecmed cftbe Lord? A. Take thefe marks. Did 
you ever fee your flavery and bondage by nature, fo that 
no lefs than an infinite price and power could ranfom 
and liberate you ? Was you fo convinced and humbled 
with the iight of your mifcry, as to be content of free^ 
».loin from it on any terms ? Have you ventured yorir 
,oul on Chrift's merit and mercy, conform to gofpel 
offers, being well p'eafv:d with the frame cf rhe new 
covenant, and the felf denying way of faving fouls by 
Chrift's i.nputcd righteoufnefs ? Are you content with 
Chritl to be your King and Ruler, as well ns your Prieft 
and Sa\iour ? Have you given up yourfelf to the Lord 
to live for him, dellrons that his love may always con« 
Arzin you to do h\s wVL\i V3 xYi^tV) ^j^ya mv] t^^ncladc, 
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mi ar^ among the redeemed of the Lord^ and tha( his 
Wcfled body was brofe^ and his blood ihed to ran^ 
fom y^u. 

2' Peculiar reafons have you to extol his goodnefs and 
Bkercy above others. Why ? he hath opened your eyes 
to (fee the beauty of your Redeemer, and the ways of 
boHnefs, when others remain in hlindnefs ! He hath 
0(>ened your ears to hear the joyful found, and fall in 
•rithit-when others arexleaf to it ! Ke hath loofed your 
tongues to pray and praife, when others arc dumb and 
torigue-tied ! He hath opened your heart to entertain 
Chrift crucified, when others (hut him out ! He hath 
brought you to a feeling of the evil and burden of fin, 
when others are without feeling ! He hath given you 
appetites for fpiritual food, when others relifti nothing 
but things earthly : He hath given you the promife and 
hopes of complete redemption from fin and mifery a- 
boye, when others live without Chrift and without 
tiOpe I Let the reckcnn^d of the i^ord then fing and praife 
hjm above all others. 

O believing communicants, redeemed of the Lord^ give 
bim thanks, atid exprels your tLanfcfulnefs by your 
thoughts and adions, as well as your words ; namely, 
by your high efteem of your Redeemer, and of his 
blood and right eoufnefs that purchafed all fur you. By 
avoiding every thing that dilhonours him, and flying 
f^m the fins that are common and fafhionable inhere 
yfln live. By commending y6ur Redeenier to thofe 
whoinaw him not. By ftandiiig up as witnefles for 
hiiUj and for his truths and ways, in the midll of a 
Cr»rift defpifing generation. By firiftly obferving the 
Lord's day, as being a weekly memorial of redeeming 
love. By longing for the enlarging of Chri/rs king- 
dooi, and rejoicing at the news of it, and by putting 
honour on all the friends and lovers of the Redeemer. 

Lafl:ly, Shew your thankfulnefs by finging pfalms, 
hymns, and fpiritual fongs, in praife of redeeming love, 
and of the Redeemer's perfon, offices, and fuflTering^s^-a. 
fubjeil. that can never be exhaufted* ^\tv^ ^xiv^t.^ x» 

U 
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the great God, that humbled himfelf to leave his high 
throne, that caoie down to dwell in flefh, and die for 
us ; and to rife again, and to afcend to heaven, to take 
pofleffion of the inheritance, and make accomaiodation 
for us there. On this account the Spirit calls us four 
times to fing praifes in one breath, Pfal. xlvii. 6. God 
ir gone up %uM ajhout ; Jing praifes to Godf Jing preufes; 
fing praxes unto our King^ Jing praifes. 1 his finging' is 
moft acceptable to God, and profitable to ourfelves. As 
God makes it the eternal work of heaven, fb he would 
have us frequently employed in it on earth. But Oh ! 
how do we fail here ? Reformed churches abroad do 
far exceed us in the frequencv of this duty, as they do 
in the variety and fweetnefs of their tunes. 

What is finging, but a kind of reading with medi- 
tation and deliberation, in order to give the more free 
vent to the thoughts and affefiions to breathe and «(- 
cend heavenwards. The wife God inftitutes fingiDg 
in his praife, becaufe the melody of the voice helps'to 
affedl the heart, and raife the thoughts, " for he know- 
eth our frame.** And indeed, it is only when the heart 
correfponds with the voice, that the mufic is pleafant 
to God : To this purpofe one faith well : 

Sweet -melody the hymn affords, 
When with the lines the heart accords. 

let the redeemed fing praife, and give thanks to 
God for his unspeakable gift, both now and for ever- 
more, Amen. 

1 fhall add no more Sacramental Advices in the 
preceding method, but fhall fhut up all with a clufter 
of fhort fcripture dire£lions, proper not only for com- 
municants, but for all Chriflians travelling lieivenwaz:^' 
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I r ought to be the great concern of all baptifed 
:fKxfons to renew their baptifrnal covenant betimes, and, 
by a private tranfacElion with God, to take the baptif- 
rnal engagements upon themfelves, and thereby become 
Chrtftians by their own pcrfonal confent and furrcndcr, 
9S ^e)l as by their parents' dedication \ and afterwards 
:go and feal this tranfadiion publicly, by partaking of 
: 4he Lord*i5 fupper. Concerning this, I have given di- 
jrp€6ons in the Young Communicant's Catechifm. On- » 
.Jy I would intreat all my readers, for Chrift's fake, and 
ffieir own foul's fake, to beware going about thi» 
work in a fuperficial or formal manner, and of refijng 
upon lip labour, and the external part of the duty. O 
never be eafy until you inwardly and heartily clofe with 
Chrift according to the gracious gofpei offer which God 
^ makes unto you. Take no reA till yovi get your fouls 
' iinited to Chrift by a true faith, and favibgly: renewed 
and changed from nature to grace by the efficacious 
working of the Holy Spirit in regeneration. And as 
you are to clofe with Chrift by faith in your firft con- 
verfion, fo you muft ftudy to live all your days to a life 
of faitli on the Son of God, always making nfe of him, 
and leaning on him for righteoufnefs and ftrength J 
will fay no more by the way of preface, but proceed 
to branch forth the Chriftian's work and exercife in 
this lower, world, in the following Scripture precepts 
and direAions/ 



Direction I. IM never tie nvotid eome. in QoeFtrmh 
Bewafe of the love of the world ^ often think :«{»q 
that awakening wordi i John ii. 15. Ltnte-mifhe 
Hvorldm neither the things that are in the nxna-ldi ^ Qn(f\fti^ 
bve the vHfrldj the love of ike Father is not. in bim^:,j:Qbi 
this is the ruining fin of oiuttituidesj their love^toy^ ^ 
complacency in^ the tbingt of the worlds. ^aj;.^tbe 
moft part cf ipeii are damned ibr loving the urorU-loo 
snuch, and loving God too little. Remember thoi&ft- 
er grips ye take of the world, the }oofer ace yorngfltips 
of Chrift i and the more you get of the worlds yVjiaTe 
the greater account to make to him that givea iti^aai 
has made yon the fleward of it ; therefore vSt iffim 
money and. foods for his feryice and honour: ¥iNi 
jnuft anfwer for your riches, but your riches^ xiannot 
anfwer for you. Alfo, remember if you^et ypui^ bevrtt 
on the world, it will be all that you will get^ to luAe 
'a competent portion of things e^thly j^flrOmiTi^bot 
to have earthly things for our only portioiii is » dibeftS* 
ftil mifcry. Wherefore, while your band is in thkr 
world, let your heart be in heaven. Let the bufincfe 
cf your foul be the bufincfs of , your life. 

Direft. II. Ke^^p up the fame opinion now (f the things 
cf the icarldy that you *ivill have when yo» come to ekt* 
You fee what a low price men ict upon the richer 
pomp, and glory of the world when they are dying-: 
Had you the fame thoughts of thefe things now, I aHB 
fure you would not venture the lofs of your fouls, tte 
lofs of God's favour, the lofs of a good confcience, and 
the lofs cf eternal glory, for a who>e world ; far Icfe 
for a fmall trifle of it, as many now do. Think much 
upon that text Mat th. xvi. 26. 

Direft. III. Be not Jhangers to yourfelvesy hut often 
commune with your own hearts ; as direfied^ Pfal. iv. 4. 
When others arecenforing and backbiting their neigh- 
bours, be you fearching and cenfuring yourfelvcs. Sctf- 
examination is a moft neceiTary duty. Examine your- 
felves after every ordinance, what good you got by it^ 
^iia^ entertainment you gave ^ouc Sa.viour\ a0c ho^ 
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--were your hearts zStAtd by -fuch a word, 8tc*. Com- 
nrune with your hearts about your title to heaven : 
judge of your eternal ftate by your fpiritual ftate, and 
judge of your fpiritual ftate by the delightful ai-.d cuf- 

. tomary anions of your lives, judge of it by your hatred 
45f fin, and love to Chrift, and by the confcience you 

. i^ake of fecret prayer, and reading God's word. In 
communing with your hearts, among other things, nflc 
yourfelves. What are the likelxeft to be your death-bed 
thoughts and wiihes ? Will they be fuch as thcfe ? O 
that I had loved Chrift more and the world lefs ! O 
that I had improved gofpel- opportunities better ! O 
that I accepted Chrift's calls and offers more readily I 

that I had fpent more time in prayer and fcarching 
the fcriptures I O that I had been more fpiritual and 
fervent in every duty. Afk yourfelves, what are thofe 

-fins c^r praftices which will be moft frightful to look 
back on, when you fee yourfelves jiift within a ftep of 
God's tribunal i Study always to keep up death-bed. 
thoughts of things. Commune with your hearts about 
thcfe things upon your bed, and alfo before you go to 
bed, let confcience bring in the accounts of every day 
before you lie down : mourn .over the fins of everyday, 
and apply the blood of Chrift for waftiing them away, 
Tl:us keep fhort reckonings with God and confcience, 
th'at you may not have old fcores to clear when you 
come to a death-bed. Likewife, at thefe communing?,, 
kt every man alk himfelf, What is my prclent ftate 
and condition ? Would I be willing to lie down and 
die in the frame and difpofition lam in juftnow ? And 

1 know not but I may be as near death this moment, 
as if my friends were locking on me ftruggling with 
the partgs of death on my bed. 

.. Direft. IV. B^gin early in the ferviceof Gody and giffe 
him the days of youth^ Eccl. xii. \\ Thofe who are young 
cannot begin their fervice to God too foon •, God de- 
fires it, to fliew God's delight in early piety: We fee 
the fcripture commends young ones for it ; it is re- 
ccwrded with honourj that the child S^X£i\xd \XiVCi\^«^^ 

U X 
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to the Lord, i Sam. ii. 18. Jofiah is comiaettded^Slt^^ 
his tender heart for God in his tender yeu^ o^Bhigt ' 
xxiL 19. Chrift was well plealed with the bohum 
of thethildren that attended hifn» Matth. xzi. tjftJS* 
When Solomon in his youth fonght God for -t uiwiui ie' 
it h fsud, Ae J^eicb pkaf^ 0)e Lord, i Kings lii.Jd^t^Sii' 
Timothy is commended for his early piety, a TiotiTiiir 
15. And God fays to Ifrae), I remember tke lAJi^^fi^ 
wj youtl^ Jer. ii. 2. AmUhe recommc^Kls to ercily .mm. 
to begin fooxi, Eccl. xii. 1; The young diftitdtf «» 
moft beloved, and leaned on Chrijft'^ bofott.* Nvwiair 
the proper time,* O young people, for' making^ jfiw 
acquaintance with God, axid for laying a gO&i 'fytniif 
tion for the time to come. Repemance is ^lieftitf 
younger years ; fin is then \ck 'rooted, SatanV-^HlSpi 
lefs {aliened, gofpel oSers are not ib (Ifgfated^lhe%fe 
it is not fo much quenched, the confcienoB tiOt &4im 
dened, the heart is then more eafily meteedr^iMuMbb% 
ken, God feeks the male of* th&ilotk^ the^bc^bf^yidr 
lime ', O then let him have it. If you forget Cod.wlieft 
young, it is juft wiih Ged to negleft and forget ^oii 
^heri old. • ■ 

Dtreft. V. Shun the company that Jbuns God, and heep^ 
:hc company that God leepSy Pfal. cxix» 63,* 115, Prov. 3l^» 
to Look on the fociety of the •carnal or profane is 
Infeftious but reckon ferious praying perfv>ss the ttl* 
r**:lent oties of the earth. Such will ferve to quicken 
you when dead, and warm you when cold.- Maketbe 
livelieft of God's people your greateft intimates jvod 
Ice that their love and likenefs to Chrift be the great 
motive of your love to them, more than their 'k)«e 
and iikenefi to you. It is not true Chriftian Ipv^ biK^ 
party love, to love only thofe who are of your fonti* 
ments in all things. Yea, though they (hould diffia^ 
rVDtn you in fome things, if you fee God's imago on 
ihem, and that they have feilowihip with the head, 
you ou,;ht to love them, and have feliowfliip with 
them ; keep up the communion of ftints, for it is one 
of /Ae crficles of our ace<l. QWtv^luxv CQufercnce and 
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(bcial psrayer have been bleffed of God to prcf^r^e the 
life; of rieligion in ipany places, therefore let thofe who 
fear the Lord fpeak often one to another, Mai. iij. i^. 
Dijreft. VI. Put a high value upon precious time, and 
l<fe nopf of it h^Jlothy Eph. v. i6. Efleem time as thole 
do- who are at the point of death ; and always remem- 
ber that it is impoffible to call back time again. Look 
upon the lois of time as a greater lofs tl^an the lofs of 
your money, or any worldly thing ; and therefore Ihun 
tiflcke wafting games, unprofitable diverfions, and idle 
t^ing« Efpeclally value the moft precious part of 
youjp. time, fuch as the morning of youth, the morning 
of tJvery day, and particularly, the precious time of the 
liord's day. Look on the Lord's day as a tryft day 
with heaven ; lofe not any part of it, but carefully im- 
peove it for God and the good of fouls, both your own 
and others. It is want of thought, not want of work, 
that .makes any fay^ they have not time to fpare. 

■ .Dire£l« VIL Allow a little time every day to think upon 
eiemity. Confider the import of thefe words, everla/l" 
ittg pumjhtnent^ and life eternal^ Math. xxv. 46. O eter- 
nity, eternity, that is never nearer an end, but always, 
as it were, but beginning ! One ferious thought oJF 
eti^rnity ts enough to ftrike a carelefs foul to the heart. 
Why? be ftands e\jery hour at the door of eternity, 
and if he ftep i^ while out of Chrift, he is eternally 
undone, eternally in defpair* O the fwift river time is 
carrying every one of us into the ocean of eternity, an 
Ocean that hath neither bank nor bottom, and what- 
each of us muft fopn launch forth into. What an aWi> 
ful thought is this ! Every one of us is within a ftcp 
of being eternally blejQTed, or eternally curfed ! Eter- 
nally faved or eternally damned ! O if every one would 
believe and confider this and be wife, {o as to pray as 
for eternity, repent as for eternity, hear as for eternity, 
live as for eternity, obey and do ^very thing as for eter- 
nity. 

Direft. VIII. Throughout your ivhole life^ be mindful of 
the chief buftnefs of life^ Phil. ii. i2. Now the bufineis 
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of life is to make it fore that Chrift is your, lift i it ik 
to think much on the end of your life, and provide. for 
it ^ it is to lay hold on eternal life, and keep ftiU fight 
of it : So that nvhen Chrift ^ who is your^ life^Jball j^^ 
je may alfo appear with him in glory^ CoL lit. 4. , JLet not 
Teligion be yoor diverfion, but your bufinefs ; mind k 
as the (me thing needful ; give all diligence to make yoor 
calling and election fure. Make fure your calling, and 
•thus you make fure your election. If you would make 
fure your calling, make it fure that you are united to 
Chrift by faith, and that Chrift is the life of your fouls. 
Do not reft in convictions, nor in tears, or prajrers, fk 
duties^ nor in any thing fhort of Chrift. Pre(s both 
for an intereft in Chrift, and for the afturance of it 
Aflurance is attainable, and aAually attained by many ; 
and it is moft neceftary for cheerful obedience, for bear- 
ing the crofs, rejoicing in the Lord, giving thanks for 
redeeming love, and for performing many other- duties 
of Chriftianity. 

Direft. IX. Let the rational foul govern^ and the bdij 
h fubfervient to it^ i Cor. ix. 27. Alas, many on the 
contrary make their fouls drudges to their bodies, and 
employ their noble faculties wholly in deviftng how to 
pleafe the fiefh. Ah, what fools are they that mind 
nothing but their bodies I Why ? they are the great- 
eft enemies to their bodies, for, by fo doing, they for- 
feit the eternal happinefs of their bodies, as well as of 
their fouls. Whereas thofe who prefer their fouls, and 
mind them chiefly, they confult the happinefs of thcif 
bodies, as well as of their fouls : for the body is never fo' 
well as in heaven ; when faftiioned like Chrift^s glori- 
ous body, then it is in perfeft and eternal health. 

Direft. X. Study both to live and die in the exercife aj 
r4pentan£e andgodly mourning for ftn^ Matth v. 4. Some 
may think repentance a melancholy word, but it is one 
of the fweeteft words in all the book of GkkI.: b is a 
gofpel duty, for the law or covenant of works admitted 
of no repentance ; it is the efFeAof God's free love in 
znd through Chrift^ to o^u iVx^ doocof repentance to 
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feUen iinners^ it coft Chrift his blood to obtain it for 
us, and it is his free gift to us, Afts V. 3 1. Surely it is 
good news to hear that our fovereign bids poor con- 
demned criminals, that were brought to the place of 
execution, repent and throw themfelves down at his 
feet, and they fhall get pardon. It was the fum both 
of John's and Chrift's preaching, repentyfor the kingdom 
^■heaven is at band. It was the faying of a godly min- 
&er, "that if he were to die in the pulpit, he would 
*' wifli to die preaching repentance ; and if out of the 
" pulpit, he would wifli to die praftifiag repentance.** 
Auguftine laith, repentance " is the fitted difpofition 
" both for dying Chriftians and minifters." And it is 
written of himfelf, that he died with tears in his ey«s 
weeping for fin. This is a duty never out of feafon, 
therefore ftudy daily to keep up a tender and mournins 
frame, maintain contrition of heart and abhorrence of 
fin, and for that end take every day a turn on mount 
Calvary. Many think it is a fad thing to be repenting 
6m earth, but it is a far fadder thing to be repenting in 
hell. ' Seek repentance from God for Chrift*s fake 1 
fay. with Ephraim, Jer. xxxi. 1 8. Turn thou tne^ and I 
(ball be turned^ for thou art the Lord my God. 
. Direft. XL- IVhile you mind the necejfary Jtttdy of holinefs 
>r inhere fit righteoufnefsy Id it never take the place of impute 
?«/ righteottfnfsy Rom. x. 3. Plal. Ixxi. 16. Inherent 
righteoufnefs indeed is to b* loved, bat imputed right- 
CDufnefs only is to be trufted ; for though inherent 
righteoufnefs or holinefs be a neceiTiry qualification for 
heaven and falvation, and our evidence for it, yet it is 
ianputed righteoufnefs only that is the foundation of it> 
and our title to it. Let ^Chrift's name be dear to you, 
the Lord our righteoufnefs, 

DIreft. XII. Employ Chrift as your furety in all cafes ^ 
and in every firait go to him for relief, Pfai. cxix. 122. Ifa. 
xxxviii. 14. Study therefore to be well acquainted 
with your furety, and live near him. When the law 
demands payment of debt, and threatens you with pri- 
fen, look to Chrift and cry, « Lord^ be futctt tot tcA ^ 



«tor4i'«MiBMlK for me.* Wheii ^bit^Mtti^ 
pdrferin duties^ bctf iffliaiims, refift tdttptiajdi^^ 
]rie with conrupetons, engage with eiie(ilie^&i^;lm 
ft&l to Chrift to be jroiir fttrety, and to vaadlinietht 
you I pl^ad with him to niake thar propnAfe tb"^^ }Ml^ 
Bak. xxxuil aj. As thydajsfiJhallihyJhtflJiA 

Dire£t. XIIL As yatLixpea to live imtHCI^ifflmi^ 
i^Jhidj to Ihe to Chrift' on earth, 2 Con^v. f j^. 9liL4 
31. It you would^ivfe td Chrift here, thctt ybtf Adft 
make Chrift's honour and glory your oftiouit^etfS H 
all your defigns and aftions; and' make yoiir-mofti^^jfr 
uaUe iDterefts fubreirvient to his liiittrefft'aild'^ta^ 
Study an univerfai conformity to ChHA's hdfy ItWWi 
' |Mrcept8, and maki; it your great bufinefi tdTUppWie 
yoatULw to Chrift in all things : <Mtf6 ih€ eS^ 
that iJeale him, and tarcfuHy i^oid ijfisrf'&&tifiithi^ 
ttfpleaftng to Him, ^al. exit. 30. Ifa. hi 4: ' ' = 

Difeft-XIV. CleAvefaJtoCbh^aniaiHMffM^ 
pA mAateon^ it mafa^jn^ A£b xu ^3. i ISmw fii'^lk 
llnnl: not the worfe of Ciirift ind hts^liriys^ ^ribey 
are perfecuted or reproached, and that lew do'own 
them. Chrift foretold this, and faith, hhwaj is « ffor^ 
row way that few walk in. Join with the little flock to 
whom the kragdom is pronfiied, which will abundant- 
' ly compcnfatc all your fufferings for Chrift. Neiw 
follow a multitude to do evil, but cleave to Chrift bbw- 
ever few join you. ' '. j 

Direft. XV. Seek ihe approbation of God ahw^ '^ rf 
men, 2 Cor. x. 18 What is the a:pplaufe of woi'mi to 
the fmiles of the God of heaven i What would it av^iil 
us to have poor men like ourfelves to eommand as, 
when the great God that made us doth condemn hs ; 
no matter though men cenfure Or condemn our afBons, 
if God approve and commend them. // is a ^ryfmall 
thing to be judged of man* s judgmenti but he thai Juagetb us 
is the Lord, i Cor. iv. 3. 4. 

Direft. Xyi. Be much employed in admiring Gofsre- 
deeming love and Chrijfs furetyship for us, i John lit i, | 

4(i, This is the cmp\o7metvx ovxtu:^ ted^med to ail 1 



^erDity, Rev. v. 9. And all who go to heaven mufi: 
be acquainted with their work while here. Rev. L 5. 
O what matter of eternal wondor and praife is therein 
God's giving his dear Son to be our furety and (acri- 
£cey and in the Son's voluntarily undertaking it \ 

Direft. XVII. Delight much in thinking iutdjpeahing of 
Chrift^ and partkulctrly of his death andfufferingforjis^Mkic 
VL. .3 1. Rev.. V. 9. 12. Oh, did he wade through a fea 
ef wrath, a fea of blood»afeaof forrdwsand fufferings, 
to briog redemption to us ? And will we ever forget 
^im ! The great God takes greftt pleafure in the work 
:9f . our redemption, and is well pleaied with our Re- 
'deemer who undertook it. God repented he made 
man, but. never repented his redeemiivg man. Now, 
what God delights in, we fhould delight in, efpecially 
£n£e;We reap the benefit. We fee, from Luke ix. Rev. 
v. that the.fubjeftof Chrift's death is matter of difcourfe 
and praife to the glorified fociety above. . When Mo« 
ies and Elias came from Heaven to mount Tabor to 
wait t^pbn their transfigured, Lord, they chofe Chris's 
death for the fubjeA of their converfation. Why ? 
' Chrift's dearth was the fpring and caufe of all their glory 
in Heaven : Neither Mofes nor Elias had fliined there 
rhad it not been for Chrift's death. And fli^H not we, 
here below, delight in thinking, fpeaking, and finging 
i)f this noble fubje^t, which is the ground of all the 
happinefs we either have, or hope for ! 

. Direft. XVIII. Treat objeBions ralfed againjl your clofing 
with Chrifty as fuggejliom cf the enemy ^ that is feeking the 
r.uin of your fouls. Kcjeft them as Chrift did Peter's coun- 
feJ, Mat. xvi. 23. Get thee behind me^ Satan. AsSaran 
would have hindered Chrift's dying for us, fo he would 
-hinder us from relying on JChrift's death. Oh, faith 
one, J am unworthy of any (hare in Chrift's death. 
Anf. If you will have nothing but what you are worthy 
of, you muft have nothing but hell. What was Abra- 
ham, Paul, Magdalene^ the thief on the crofs, the idola- 
trous Corinthians worthy of, before the Lord called 
them ? Whatever be yjour uftworchinefsi, are you will- 



iogtoiwIrChria^aUood^ Then fie what ^I^IAith 
to yoB* RcT. xsii. 17. Whatever •mil,Utixm^f.^-tU 
vtdttr4f^tjridy. Oh hot, faith uiotho-, mpfmw 
l^om. AoT. -Canft thtw be more guiltft tlivk>&kift 
b graaooi f Doth be not promife to viSnAwwf.G^ 
that are Vike fcarla and crhn/imil^z. t, 18. and tells you, 
I John I. 7. Hhat ^ bleed (kanfith us from all Jin ? 
blefi him nr that wordW/. Do «ot ilien believe S»- 
ttO* 't>0 wonld tempt thee to ihiok that God hath call 
thee offt but, in fpite of all he can iay, ftill believe 
God'i faithful iron], that there it mercy enough in God, 
merit enough in Chrift, power enongh in the Spirit 
and room enongh in the gofpcl ofl*cn and promiTes tQ 
you. Believe that word, Lam. iii.. 25. The Lord a 
Mw/to titm that wail for him, to the foul that fetketh hUn. 
Say to thy -foul, " Can this word of God fail ? Has 
"God nuide thee willing to vaitand feek fur him, and 
u u he not willing to be fousd Of thee ? O my foul; 
*' doft ihou not lec an infinite per^ftion of Chrifi'i 

' " righteoufnefs, in Chnft's blood acd merits.." We 
may fee an end of all earthly perfection, but wccaniee 
fio end of Chrift's perfeftion, which 4s infinite. 

Direft. XIX. &tudy mwA thefi ^riat ^fpel lefotu 9f it' 
nyng yaurfelvrti and exalting God's free grace, Matth- MI* 
24- 1 Cor. i. 3 [. Ihe dcJJgn of the golpel is to ea$ 
dotvn felf, and all idols, that God alone may be exalt- 
ed ; it is to make lelf nothing, and God al), 'in point (4 
wifdom, Hrength, righteoufnefs, and glory ; it is to 
take man wholly off himfelf ■, and caft biia on Chrift 
for the whole of his Jalvation. It is a good fign cf 4 
laving change upon the heart, when a man is thus huoi- 
bled and caft into the gofpel mould, when felf-loving ii 
turned into felC-loathing, felf-admiring into felf-abhor- 
jing, felf-excufing into felf-accufing, and icl^iecking 

-into fclf-denying. 

Direfl. XX. Draiu allytur^rengthfortweriandwelr 

fare from Cbriji, and prejent all your duties to God in Cbriftt 
name, Ifa. xlv. .34. Coi. iii. 27 Chrift himfelf tell* 01, 
^hut him we can do-n<ahiu^^ ]obnxv. j.that is,j)Oth'^ 
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ing aright, or nothing that is acceptable to God. All 
our - dutiesj if acceptable, muft be done in ChrilVs 
ftrength, and covered with his righteoufnefs. The 
Apoftle owns, that ofhimfelfhe could not fo much as think 
a good thought^ 2 Cor. iii. 5. but he could do all things 
through Chrifl thai Jlrenghtened him^ Phil. iv. 13. And 
.hence he exhorts us to be Jlirong in the Lordy and in the 
pQiver of his mights Eph. vi. 10. Let us think, before 
ive go to duty, from wh<in<ie*our ftrength for it muft 
come, and ftudy to fetch it in by faith, and believing 
ejaculations ; and when we are aflifted, let us afcribe 
the glory to Jefus. Be aflured of this alfo, that your 
moft coftly facrifices are iinfavoury, if they be not per- 
fumed with the fragrant I'ncenfe of Chrift's merits and 
interceffion ; and that your faireft righteoufnefs is hut as 
filthy rags in God's fight,* if Chrift's righteoufnefs do 
not cover it. Let it therefore be your conftant Ian* 
guage. In the Lord J<fus have I righteoufnefs andflrength^ 
Ifa. xlv. 24. 

Direft. XXI. In all the aBions of your Ufe^fet th/ Lofi 
Jtm before you^VhX, xvi, 8. — xxv. 15. Ackndwledgf* 
him in all your undertakings, and by faith and pfayer 
commit your way to him ; look to him for dirciftion 
and fuccefs, and depend on Kim as the Father of your 
mercies, the fum of your blifs, the ftrength of your life, 
the ftafF of your bread, the breath of your noftrils, and 
the length of your days. Set the Lord always before 
you as your Almighty Creator, your loving Redeemer, 
your rightful owner, your careful preferver, your all 
iufEcient portion, your holy pattern, your obferving 
witnefs, and your awful judge. Undertake and per- 
form all your adtions under a fenfe of God^s all-feeing 
eye, and of your being accountable to him for all 
you do. 

Dire£V. XXIL Whether ye eaty or drinh^ or whatfoever 
ye doy do all to the glory of God j i Cor. x. 31. We eat 
and drink to God's glory, when we do it for the end 
that our bodies may be fitted to ferve our fouls in ho- 
"xwuring and ferving G(k1 \ and wheu vit ttcw^ <^^^ 

W 



__ ■ irith thadefnloefa fram the hand of Gidtxnd 
depetl&''DtiOP- God'i bleffirtg to make them nourilhing 
to in t '"^ 1>4ieD iK rnaember we are but Rewards of 
what we prvSifSf and are <Ccountable to Cod rbe pro- 
prietor hmr we improve tfa^ earthly blefllngs to his 
boDDiff and ftrtkn. YihPOiuft alfo apply the bufintrfs 
of yonfcal^tl^ns God*!' glory, and this you do, when 
jm ^q/iUA'on God to-l^* vou in it, and to profper 
tW^rot-lE t^yonr hands MHl >o arm you again^ all the 
■ fini(Ti>aret, and temptatl<H», which your buiinefs may 
give eccalien to. T-oii ougbt alfo to pay and receive 
vifits, and attend coin pany i^ih an eye to God's glory, ' 
by blcffiag Odd' f# giving yen friends and earthly ac- 
•Wdimodatiom, and looking to God for ivifdom to be- 
jHtvpTcnirfeWes fo, as yon may do no haMn- to cfaofi: ye 
cetmrfe with, nor get any harm froni'tiKmc; Btt flii 
the contrary, may t» helped todothem' good,- aadgai 
benefit from them. Too an alfeto nndrrtafio jtM^ 
ntet for God's glory, to look-^cr-htin tbr proteSimi 
by the way, and for dire^ion,; dirough-bearing, and 
fucccfs. 

Dircft. XXIIL Spend at much time at p^Ue mfeera 
firayer anicimverje li-ith God, I UTteff. v. 17. And th^ 
you may do this with delight, endeavoui-to keep yoBr 
hearts always in a ferious praying frame, with an abiding 
imprcfliun of God upon yotir fpirits. There is a great 
difference between a ferious fit and a fcrions frame. 
Ahab, Saul, Felix, and others had their ferious fits, bat 
religious perforn only keep their fouls in a ferious frame, 
and ftrivc to be in tbtftar oftht Lord all the day tsng, at 
God enjoins, ProT. xxiii. 17. Prayer, that is accepl^ia 
to God, mull br performed with fjith, delight, and 
livelinefs, and not with deadncfs and wearioefs, as if it 
were a taflc or biudcn. A life without prayer, or 3 
prayer without life, are both hateful to the God of «ir 
life. He is the living God whom we worlhip, and hath, 
no plealure in dead performapces ; but they who de> 
light themfelvet in duty, Ihall have the dcQrcs of their 
hearts granted them, Pbl. uix^u. e^ Surely they who 
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fycnd their days in faith and prayer, (hall end their 
days in peace and comfort. 

Direft. XXiV. Make confcience of family religtoriy as 
ivell as of the clofet duttet^ Joih. xxiv. 15. 2 Sam vi. 20. 
NegleiTt not family prayer and praifes, reading the word, 
catechifing children and fervents, fan<^ifying the Sab- 
bath, exhorting to duty, reproving and curbing lin. 
Religion and reformation mull begin in famines, if we. 
would wiih it to be national and univerfal. God is the 
author ^nd founder of families, and therefore fhpuld 
have homage from families, as fucli, by the morning 
and evening facrifice of prayer and praife. Go to him 
to blefs family mercies, fupply family \*?ants, faniSlify 
family trials, and redrefs family grievances. Early train 
up children in the way (hey fliould go, pray much 
for them, and for God's bieffing on the means of their 
education. 

Direfl. XXV. Begin and end every day with Gody Pfal. 
V. 3. — Iv. 8. Let prayer be the key to open the heart 
to God in the morning, and lock it againil all hjs ene- 
mies at night. Let no Chriftian fay he cannot pray ; 
for prayer is as neccffary to him as breath, Lam. iii. 56. 
Let none fay, they haye,^ not time for it .'* better take 
tiawi L'um flrcp than want time for prayer. Think it 
not enough to fay your prayers, but mind you muft 
pray your prayers, pray with fincenty and fervour. 
Think with yourfclf, this morning may be my laft 
morning, or this night, my lalt night ; for certainly 
that morning cometh for which you will never fee the 
night, or that night of which you will never fee the 
morning. Liit the concluiion of every day put you in 
mind of the conclufion of ail your days, by the long 
night of death, that will put an end to all your work, 
and bring you. to count and reckon with your Great 
Mafter about your work. O to lie down every night 
reconciled with him ! O that we could lie down and 
nrave our hearts with ChriA, and compofe our fpirits {by 
as if we were not to awake till the heavens are no more. 
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hingfirtbt^fid every £y lu it Viere ta ht yqtsr /efi^fp'v, 
zsvii. I . Look on yourfelvea at ftandinR cvpr^^^ « 
the door of eternity, and hnndreds ot di^Seivi&aui' 
dent! ready to open the door to let you in. , No 4P^ 
you have Tometimes »ppreliendid yourielves nearer 
death tbiin you think yourfdves juH now ; ;et 
it u cer&in. that, deacb was never fo near you, nor 
jndnncnt sever fo near you, as th»y are at prefent. 
W^ who Aaod c«cry hour at ihe dcor of eternity, 
fliopld fpend our preciou? hours with the greateft fru- 
galitji feeing the wm'k we have in hand ie foul nork, 
and work on which eternity depends ; and the tiice 
ije have to work it in, is very fliorc, and cannot be re- 
called. This flibrt life, being only a paflagc to eterni- 
tjj it fhould be fpent a^ a continual preparation for eter- 
nity. Surely thofe wjio have imoiorlal Touls fo near 
eternity, have other work to do than trifle away time- 
on tippling, idle talking, gaming and fuch diverfions- 

Direft. XXVII. Syc^rn in thh imrld as tra-udlm, ■ 
Iccpingfo iooji from the •u-ulj i\i to be ah'f ia pad up and ht 
gone J>-om it upenjhort •warning, I Pet. i. 17. 1 Cor. vii. 
^9> 3 ■■ We have no continuing city nor certain abode 
here } therefore let us always be ready to arifc and dCr 
part. And if we would be right travellers towards Zi- 
on above, we muft have Chrift in cyr hearts, heaven in 
our eye, and the world under our feet. We muft take 
God's Spirit for our guide, God's word for our rule, 
God's glory for pur end, God's fear for our guard, God's 
people for our companions, God's praife for our recre- 
ation, and God's promifes for our cotdialsi^' We xoxA 
make religion our burners, prayer our delight, bo'inefs 
our way, and heaven our home. O Zion's travellers, 
diflinguilh yourfclves from the men that dwell op the 
earth ; let Chrift always be precious to you, the word 
fweet, fin bitter, the, world a wildernefs, and death wel- 
come. Let Chrift'B will be your will, Chrift's diflinn- 
our your affli^tisn, Chrift's cat^fe your concern, ChriA'* 
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iuccefs your joy, Chrift's day your delight, ChriiTs crofs 
5^our glory, Chrift's fufferings your meditation, Chrift's 
wounds your refuge, Chrift's blood your balm, Chria'* 
righteoufnefs your clothing, and Chrift's prefence your 
heaven. While travelling here, let your hearts bura 
with love to Chrift, love to think of Chrift, love to 
hear of Chrift, love to read of Chrift, love to fpeak for 
Chrift, love to fpeak to Chrift. 

Direft. XXVIIL Keep up a lively fenfe of facramental 
vows and engagements^ and walk anfwerable thereto^ Pial. 
Ivi. 12, 13. You are under a facramental oath to be 
true and faithful foldiers to the Captain of your falva- 
tion, fee that yoii fight his battles againft his and your 
enemies, the devil, the world, and the fleftv. Remem- 
ber what your Captain has done and fuftl:red for you, 
let his love, as well as your oath, conftrain you to abide 
by his ftandard. Never go over to his enemies* camp, 
nor keep correfpondence with them. Your glorious 
Captain gives you choice fcafts at his table to ftrength* 
en :^nd encourage you both for work and warfare; walk 
on in ftrength of thefe fpiritual meals, and grow ftrong- 
er in grace, and more lively in fpiritual duties, pray 
more fervently, hear more attentively, meditate more 
frequently, partake more beiievingly, keep Sabbaths 
morie^ delightfully, and walk worthy of the Lord to all 
well pleafing. Your fpiritual meals are deiigned fur 
your nourilhtnenr, ftrength and growth. Therefore 
grow in grace. O believers, if you would lay up a 
treafure of glory for yburfelves hereafter, lay up a trea- 
fure of grace in your hearts juft now ; increafe faith, 
love, heart purity, and hu.nilicy. Whoever is rich in 
grace now, will be rich in glory hereafter : For what 
is grace' but glory begun, and what is glory but grace 
perfefted ? Who would not then love grace, feeing it 
IS begun glory, and a certain 'pledge of complete gJ^>ry, 

Dircft. XXIX. Improve the talents God gives you far 
his fervice and glory ^ Luke xix. 13. Remember you 
were not made for yourfelves only, but for the fociety 
and benefit of others .^ therefore em^>loY voir '^^-^ < 'v- 
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ftanccs, and whatever God has beftowcd for the good 
of others ; teach the ignorant, relieve the poor, ftrength- 
^n the weak, comfort thofe that are call down^ tell them 
your experiences, commend Chrift as a choice mafter 
and lovely faviour, and invite them to come tajle and 
fee that he is good ; pity thofe who are ftrangers to him, 
and pray for them. Be ufeful to others while you live, 
which will make your memory favoury when you die ; 
many, ajas, are fo unprofitable in their lives, that when 
they come to die, neighbours fcarce think their lives 
worth a prayer, or their death worth a tear ; but pulv 
lie fpirited and ufeful perfons are much lamented. Let 
every one in their ftations be aftive and occupy their 
talents for God. Be aflured the more you do for God 
in this world, the mt^re God will do for you in the 
world to come. If the faints were capable of grief in 
heaven, it would be for their doing fo httle for God on 
earth. 

Direft, XXX. Let all believers be thankful to God fir 
his diflinguijiying favours and mercies to them^ Pfal. cxvi. 8, 
12. A life of praife doJh highly become the proofs of 
God's love to you. Fall down humbly before God, 
and afcribe all to his free und( ferved grace ! For nvko 
is it that maheth ihee io differ frorn another? Whathajl 
thouy but what thou hnjl received in a nvay of free gift ? O 
wonder at his free love, that hasdiftinguifhed you from 
others ! has done that for you, that he has not done 
for thoufands, for myriads, for millions \ nor for thofe 
who fit in the fame aflembly, or dwell in the fame 
houfe with you ! O blefs God who fent his dear Son 
to raiifom you, and bring you out of prifon, when oth- 
ers are left in bondage ! Who fent his Holy Spirit to 
open your eyds, when others are left blind; to open 
your ears, when others are left deaf; to open your 
hearts, when others are left (hut ; to open your mouths 
to pniifc free diftinguifhing love, when others are left 
dumb. Employ your tongues then to commend his 
tovc, and fing his praife. 
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Direct. XXXI. Since God difiingut/bes yeiujrom ethers 
in his mercies to you^/ee that you diftingtn/b yourfetves from 
others i in your fervice to him^ Matth v. 47. Arc you 
Chridians indeed ? you are under (h'onger obligations 
to live and aft for Chrift than others : Why ? you 
have both your new name and new nature from Chrift, 
which others have not \ you are more nearly related to 
Chrift than others ; you are engaged to aftfor hioiyby 
more frequent and folemn vows than othsrs ; you have 
greater mercies beftowed on you than* others ; others 
have but. common mercies, but you have covenant mer* 
cics, mercies that accompany falvation. You have fpi- 
rituai life within you, and divine influences, which oth- 
ers want; not only the world, but Chrift expcfts more 
from you than others ; all which are powerful engage- 
ments on you to do more for God than others. You 
know more of the things of God than others ; .you talk 
more of them, you profefs more, you promife and en- 
gage to do more than oclifrs, and he may jutUy expeft 
Xe from you than othm, and put that queftion to 
i What do ye for me more than others ? Matth v. 47. 

Queft. Wherein ftiould believers diftinguifli them- 
felves and do more for God than others ? Anf. You 
fhould be witneiTes for God, and teftify againft what is 
diflionouring to him, by abftaining from all known fin, 
and from thofe fins which are common and fafhiona- 
ble, and little thought of by others. By reproving fin 
in others, and endeavouring to pluck them out of the 
fire. By keeping up family religion even in the midft of 
bufinefs,and banifhing all known vice from your dwel- 
lingSj even minced oaths, rafh uiing of God's name, idle 
walking or talking on the Lord's day, backbitings, evil 
wifhes, revengeful aftions, unnecefTary drinking or tip- 
pKng, lottery games, and paftimeiB of bad report, &c. 
Be zealous for Sabbath holinefs. Be meek and lowly 
in your carriage \ commend Chrift to others *, fpeak 
for the honour of religion before thofe who difregard 
it ; fhew fpecial regard to thofe who are ftamped with 
God's image, though mean or defpifed •, bft tt^^d-^ x» 
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fergtTe wtaafft and render gted for ctII ; deafhoneil- 
ij and juftly with all meDf be fob^ and temperate in 
eattag> drinking, {lccp,apparel(&e. Guard againft pride, 
paffion, hafty and unguarded ^mrds ; put great refpefi 
upon Cod's word and ordinancesi be concerned for the 
cnlarginK of Chrift's kingdom i never venture upraany 
Icoown un for the fake of worldtjr gain : make coa- 
fcicDce of relative and ftaticmal duties, as to be good 
hnfln&dii good wivea, good parats, gopd children, 
sood maftersi' good fervanti, good neighbourii, &c. 
in fuch things as thefc- yon are to do more for God 
than others. 

Direct XXXII. Be net ntiUnt-witb a fair pn,fe$m sf 
rtUffoif or viith a firm efgo^itefiy and a name to live amsng 
mm, Tit. J. 16. 2 Tim. tii. 5. But endeavour to know 
and feci the power of godiijPC& in your hearts, and 10 
have your prance in all remfifb correfponding to your 
pro&ffion. If your praAic<£^ not aufwerable to what 
yon profcfs, you fin agaiadp|£at light, you difcredit 
religion, and tempt men to ThinL it ?ll hypocrify^^Jf 
a man live and die a mere profeliiir, it Lad been beRcr 
he had lived and died a mere heathen. 

Direct. XXXIII. Keep altva^ a watch en the door ^ 
your lipi, Pfal. cxii- 3. Seeing the tongue hatha wivkl 
of iniquity in it. Jam. iii. 6. keep it as with a bridles 
Ffal. xxxix. I . and beg the Lord's help to keep it, and 
that be himfelf may fet a watch upon your mouths, as 
the Pfalroin prays, Pfal. cxli. as knowing that do watch- 
fulnefs or refoluiion of our own is fufficient for the gi> 
veming of our tongues, without God's fpecial grace, 
without this the mofV watchful watchinaa watcheth h 
vain. Eameftly feck, for Chrift's fake, God's fpecial 
grace to govern Ibis unruly member, that it may not 
be fuffered to utter words wiuch may tend to the dit 
honour of God,t or to the hurt of men. Study to gov- 
ern yourtongnes by uflng God's name with reverence, 
fpeaking xlwSys what is truth and what is feafonable, 
ufeiiil, and edifying, guarding carefully againfl lying, 
evil fpeakmg, paffionat?, provt^j^M &\£-crui^m^ words 
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and againft all ra(h cenfures. Yon have need of great 
caution in fpeaking, and to take heed either how you 
commend yourfelves, or condemn others. 

Diredl. XXXIV. Walk carefully and contentedly in ev* 
ery condition, Adts viii. 39. Phil. iv. 11. Such a walk 
as this doth bring credit to religion and the fervice of 
our Redeemer. What though a believer be fed with 
the bread and water of afiliftion the mod of his life, 
he hath other.' bread and another cup to fweeten both j 
*^ the forgivenefs of fin is a reviving cordial in every 
" cafe." Have no will of your ovvn diftinft from God's 
will, but be refigned to God*s difpofing will in every 
thing, and let God's will and choice be always yours. 
If you cannot bring your condition to your mind, then 
you muft labour to bring your mind to your condition, 
believing that the will of your heavenly Father is al- 
ways befl for you. Still remember that he hath engag- 
ed himfetf to be with yoa 'in all ftates and conditions, 
and to order all things fiKjLy our advantage : Be fure 
then he cannot deny hnRlf, all his words are oaths 
fSJPftieir certainty, and all his promifes are the fure 
mercies of David. Be content in every cafe •, for fince 
Chrift is yours, all things are yours* Well then let your 
covenanted God chufe out your lot for you ; for you may 
truft that it fhall be done with more wifdom, and with 
more affeftion, than you can chufe for yourfelf. 

Pired\. XXXV. If you would manifeft yourfelves 
to be truly religious both before God and man, keep aU 
nvdys the firjl and fecond table of the law joined together y and 
mcike confcience of bothy Matth. xxii. 37. &c. Love both 
God and your neighbour, be juft and upright in all 
your dealing with men, adting always under a fenfe of 
the all- feeing eye of your heavenly Father, who enjoins 
you to do the fame to others, as ye would have them 
do 10 you. Let a moral man try his religion by the 
duties of the firft table of the law, and a profeflbr his 
by the duties of the fecond table of the. law. See that 
you love God above all things, and prefer his worflup 
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and fervice to every thing. Love God for hioifelf} and 
love -men principally for what is godlike in them. 

Dircft. XXXVI. Carefully guard againft apoftacj and 
hach/liding from God and bis 'ways^ Heb. x. 38, 39. ^ 
always jealous of your deceitful and treacherous heartS) 
knowing that they are bent to back Aiding. A hoif 
fear of departing from God, is a good means to keep 
us from departing from God. Therefore endeavour to 
preferve always a watchful and tender frame of heart, 
and be afraid of falling away, according to that word, 
Heb. iv. 1. If you would preferve yourfelves from to-" 
tal apoflacy, rife fpeedily after every fall by found re- 
pentance, and recourfe to the blood of Chrif^. Lie 
not one day in any fin, but rife out of the puddle im^ 
mediately, and go to thecleanfing fountain, and renew 
your covenant with God, and beg more flrength and 
faith to derive continual fuppijes from Chrifl your head. 
Be often calling your fouls to* account, and afking your 
hearts what is become of tfa||iKkod frames, the melting 



fenfe of fin, the hungering dPBres, the delightful ta ik |> 
the heavenly longings, the warm affeftions to Chnft, 
that they fpmetimes had. When you attain to thcfe, 
or to any of them, fee that you commit them to ChriiVi 
keeping, faying with the Pfalmift, Lordy he fureiy for 
thy fervant for good ^ Laftly confider the dreadful- cafe 
of an apoftate as defer ibed by our Lord and his apoftlc, 
Matth. xii. 43, 44. 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. That man's 
cafe becomes far more miferable than it was at firft< 
What a fad cafe is it for a foul to fail back into hell, 
after it had climb<;d near the gates of heaven ? None 
fall fo deep into hell as rhofe v/ho fall backward into it, 
Direft. XXXVII. Be icatchful againjl allfmy andpar" 
ticularly your darling or confitutional fin^ the fin that wjJ 
eafily befets you^ Pfal. xviii. 23. Heb. xii. i. Our ad- 
vcriary the devil well knows this fin, and on what fide 
we may be attacked with the greateft fuccefs ; and to 
be fure he will bring his flrongeft temptations thither, 
and employ his moft fubtle wiles and devices that way 
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to enfnare us. It were happy for us if vre were ftiU 
watching againft him, and could fay with the appftle, 
m;e are not ignorant of his devices. You are likewife to 
watch againfi- all fin whatfoever, fins of omiffion as well 
as of commifilon. Grofs outbreakings make confcience 
to ftart at their appearance, but it is not fo alarmed with 
the negleft of duties. But if confcience be awakened, 
fins of omifiion will lie heavy as well as fins of commit* 
fion. Some eminent Chriftians, who have lived the 
moft circumfpeft lives, when they come to die and re- 
fleft upon the by- paft time, have been put to cry, Lord^ 
in fpecial forgive my ftns of omt[fion. Venture not to livfe 
in any frame, courie, or practice, that you would not 
adventure to die in, feeing you know not but your next 
ftcp may be into the grave. Guard againft all thefe 
fins and evils now in the time of your health, thar may 
put thorns in your pillow. ;.when ficknefs and. the har- 
bingers of death approachj fuch as mif fpending of pre- 



cious time, negled of P^HI| or reading of the fcrip- 
^1^ formality and lu^HPninefs in religion, earthly 
nHbdnels, unthankfulnefs for mercies, and mifcarry- 



ixig after them, neglefl: of improving Chrift, quenching 
the Spirit, negledt of conviftions, breaking of vows, 
falling from your firft love, returning to old fins you 
had mourned over, finning againft light and after af- 
fliAions, &c. 

Direft. XXXVIII. Be heartily concerned for the coining 
find enlargement of Chrijfs kingdom in the world, Matth. 
yi. ID. Pfal. Ixxii. 19. Bewail it that his flock is fo 
little, his fubjefts fo few, when Satan's arc fo numerous. 
Bewail the unfuccefifulnefs of the gofpel, the reftraint 
of the Spirit, the divifion among Chriftians, and the 
many hindrances of the progrefs of Chriftianity. La- 
ment the wrongs and diflbonours done to God by oth- 
ers, cry and wreftle for the outpouring of the Spirit, 
both at home and abroad; pray for the revival of 
God's work in thefe lands, amidft thefe declining years ; 
aad in enquiring after public news, have a view to this, 
be concerned fof the intereft and welfare of Chrift.'^ 
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kingdom through the world, for the accompliflunent 
of God's promifes concerning the deftruAion of Aiiti- 
chrift, Babylon's downfal, the inbringing of the Jewsi 
and the fubduing of the nations. And when you hear 
any appearance of God's riiing to countenance his word, 
and conquer finners' hearts tg himfelf, whether at hom 
or abroad, rejoice at the news, reckon them .good ti- 
dings of great joy» and blefs the Lord for them witk 
all your hearts. It is moil pleaiing and acceptable to 
God, to fee his people heartily concerned for the prof- 
perity of Jerufalem. 

Dircfl. XXXIX. Be bufy iaying up ajlochfor ajich bed 
or death bed, ivhen all the comforts of life nvill he taftekfs to 
youy I iim. xi. 19. Lay up a (lock of faith and pa- 
tience, a flock of evidences of divine love, and of your ' 
intereft in Chrift ; a dock of .divine promifes, and ex« 
periences of God's loving klftnefs, which may be fup- 
porting to vpu in the day o^^rp trials. When mari« 
ners go to Tea, they vi^al^nEhip, and provide for a 
ftorm. And ought not wewrbrefee the ftorms ftt^ 
flicSHon, of ficknefs and death, and provide and la^p 
for them ? It will be fad, if, when the bridegroom is 
come, we have our oil then to buy, when the market is 
over. Now is the time for providing oil ; now is the 
market of grace ; now is the acceptable time ; now is 
the day of falvation 

Direft. XL. Be loohing and longing for the eternal /upper 
of the Lamby Phil. i. 23. Rev. xix. 9. Hungry fouls 
who taded the love of Jefus, long for the Lamb's fup- 
per below, that they may enjoy communion with hiai 
here, and this makes them cry, When (hall the oppor- 
tunity return ? . When (hall I come and appear before 
God ? When ftiall I again fee his power and glory in 
the fanfluary ? When fhal! I again tafle his love and 
^oodnefs in the facrament ? and yet thefe are but fmalt 
foretaftes of the Lamb's fupper above. What is our I 
drinking of the fruit of the vine here, to our drinking I 
it new with Chrift in his Farher's kingdom ? There- I* 
fore look out and long (or \Vv&x!\ui& ^whca the day fluli 1 
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lak, and the fhadows flee away, and the marriage of 
iLamfo (hall be triumpbantiy folemnized, and com- 
ted with the' church his efpo«fed bride, whom he will 
•n lead into the king's palace, where their tranfient 
nces (hall Be changed into immediate vifion, and their 
3rt taftes into everlafting feafting and fulnefs* O 
Ted are they for ever mjho are called to the marriage /upper 
the Lamh. Thefc are the true fayings of God. I 
ievei Lord, help my unbelief. Amen* 
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SCRIPTURE SONGS 

FOR 

ZION'S TRAVELLERS, 

m 
THEIR WAY TO HEAVEN. 



Isa. nxF. 10. The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 

come to Zion with songs, 
Psal. cxzxviii. 5. Thejj shalising in the ways of the -Lord* 




TJie Primitive^^MKnicants. ^j^ 

1 Christ's friends at first oft broke his bread, ^^ 

Inspired with love divine : 
The^' drank the spirit of their head, 
As well's the sacred wine. 

2 The^ shewed his death with heart and soqI, 

And feasted in his love ; 
His blood and wounds they did extol, 
And sung like saints above. 

3 Lord, grant us part of that love flame. 

Which in their hearts abode ; 
That made them witness for the Lamb, 
And suffer for their God. 

4 Warm showers from heaven send down on us, 

That frozen hearts may yield, 
And turn us from a wilderness 
Into a fruitful fields 

5 Thy people. Lord, lament for thee, 

And sore thy absence mourn ; 
They long ihy. face again to see, 
Tiii j^ospel feasU reV^tw. 
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6 Come to thy table, with ns sit, 

Our grudges all remove, 
Unite onr hearts, and make us fit 
To keep the feast of love. 

7 Cause streams of living waters flow 

In channels of thy grace ; 
And let the north and south wind blow 
Our strail'nings to release. 

8 Thy Spirit's temple make our hearts, 

And with us still abide ; 
3Iake his convictions pierce like darts, 
Let us no more backslide. 

9 Thy hidings are a bitter cup, 

Liki* flow'rs we fade and mourn ; 
We droop, we grieve, and can't look up, 
Till thou our Sun return. 

10 liord, charge not on us former guilt, 

Let all thine ang|,c!. cease ; 
Look to the blood oiir.ll^lv'ry spilt, 
And bid us go in 



m 




The IIoLV SviRiT Ji is vs for the Holy Table* 

1 O Father of our dying Lord, 

l(<iar thy Sou's speaking blood. 
Fullil to us his gracious word, 
Send down the heavenly food. 

2 Thy Spirit grant, for which he pray'<l^ 

To glorify thy Sou : 
His promised influences shed, 
That wonders may be done. 

3 Glad we'll his death commemorate, 

Aye till he come again ; 
Bless both the word and sacrament, 
Take thy great pow'r and reign. 

4 Christ's table now stands furnished, 

With blessings of best kinds ; 
Pardon and peac^e bought with his blood, 
Choice food for troubled minds. 

5 Give faith to feed and view his love, 

His stripes and wounds each one. 
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How he was jeer'd that's fear.'d a^ho?e» 
BUsphem'd and spit opon. 

6 Id's hands and feet we see the nails 

Piercing his tender veins ; 
For 09 each wound the bloshing ground 
With blood infinite stains. 

7 Black clonds for us o'erwhelm'd bis soul, 

Sore was bis agony,. 
When he cry'd, Afjf Crod^ my God^ why. 
HaH thou fofMken mef 

8 Thy matchless lo?e we'll praise alood^ 

Ouf souls it doth constrain 
To io?e and live to thee, our God, 
^Vho for our sins was slain. 

9 Mar I no more to prayer be dra|[g'd, ■ 

To serve thee Jet roe run ; .t 
May I in duties keep my cpursi», 
Like to the rising sun. " 

10 Unto the Lamb that onci^^^slain. 

Be praise aud glory 

By all that dwell upot^ 

And all the hosts of. 

SONG III. 




i 



Christ's Sacrifice the only foundation of our Trus' 

1 So great's the guilt of fallen men, 

None could his pardon buy ; 
Great must it be, when God himself 
Must for his creature die ! 

2 Slain beasts for ((in could not atone, 

Such offerings all were vain. 
Had not the Father given his Son 
For sinners to be slain. 

3 Had the whole church been offer 'd up. 

As one burnt sacrifice. 
Our smallest debt this could not pay. 
Creatures could not suffice. 

4 But mercy io this hopeless case 

A sacrifice prepares, 
A Lamb of all sufficient worth, 
Which dissipates oar fears. 
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5 This sacrifice more precious 

Than all created thiogs, 
To us eternal happiness 
In sogl and hody brings. 

6 This is the sure foun^dation stone, 

Which God in Zion lays, 
For men to build their hopes upon, 
He^s blest that on him slays. 

7 Tho' earth's foundations be remov'd, 

This rock stilUtandeth fast, 
By storms unmovM on this alone 
My anchor I will cast. 

8 The Lamb, oar rock, for us did die, 

For us rose from the dead, 
For us he did ascend on high, 
9>r us his blood doth plead. 

9 O bleeding Lamb, ^Wjitfie my name 

Writ in thy book^^^K, 
Then I will long to^^^Uh thee, 
Out of this land ofifljlil^^^ 

KTo worship wilHth^lRnkrenly host, 
Jehovah one in -tbree. 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
To all eternity. 

SONG IV. 

The Distressed Soul looking to the Lamb /or pity 

1 Come see my case, O bleeding Lamb, 
In mercy take me as I am*, 
Quite naked, and put clothing on 
A stranger, and make me a son. 

3 Burden'd with guilt, and give me ease, 
A bond man. and my soorl release. 

All vile, not fit to join thy saints ; 
A creature all made up of wants. 
3" By nature I have nothing good, 
All must be bought me by thy blood ; 
But since t-hy wounds are openM wide, 
V\\ hope in Jesus crucify'd. 

4 Thy blood men's sorest plagues dolh cure, 
Thf wounds their backward \\e^TV,s ^Wwt^^ 

X 2 
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Thy blood strange chftng>6s works in fneo» 
For wondrous works the Liainb was slain ! 

5 Thy Bible doth thy pity shew. 
I rest on thy words sweet and trae, 
** SoqIs, come to me> and no more doubt, 
^* For him that comes I'll not cast out.'^ 

6 Renew my soqI, plant grace this day, 
Give me a heart to mourn mad pray, 
O kill in me this rebel sin, 
Restore thy image me within. ^ 

7 For these things I unto thee come, 
Cast me not out, since there is room ; 
Make good thy words, and hear my crie?. 
For on thy troth my soul reJie^. 

8 O dearest Lamb, didst thou not bleed. 
To purchase every thing t^gjjeed ? 
Doth not thy blood, still 
Distressed souls, their-pl 

9 We feel our sores. Lord, 
And in us let thy will 
Praise Father, Son, an u....-^^ ^.^^^^j- 
One God in Christ, that saves the lost. J 

SONG y. 

c] call to vondcr at CuntST'B Scffxhtxgs from Ikjvc to 

1 Behold Christ in a bloody sweat, 
Which all bis garment stains, 
See four wide woondsj in*s hands and feet, 
When big nails pierc'd his veins I 
C Behold his soul oppressed i^ore, 
And in the greatest pain i 
How heavy was the wrath he bore, 
Of which he did complain ? 
o Vet, Lord, whilst our sins fillM to thee . 
Thio bitter wraihAil cup, 
A I>lesscd (ieast thou mad'st, that we 
Might at thy table sup I 
•1 O friend of Christ, draw near his thrane 
To him thank-offVings bring, 
For in his temple ev'ry one 
Should of his glory Ww^. 
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5 Let men him love, and sin abhor. 

Which caasM him grief and pain. 
Let all the angels still adore 
The Lamb for sinners slain ! 

6 With warm affection let us bless 

Our great High Priest above, 
And every day admire and praise 
The wonders of his love ! 

7 From love he leA his throne on high, 

LodgM in a virgin's womb I 
Love brought him to the cross to die, 
Love laid him in a tomb ! 

8 Love rais'd him up, and took him back, 

To heaven to make us room ! 
From thence return he'll for our sake, 
^ love to bring iMfc--^me ! 

9 From love he ^^3;4flHte^ ^^ plead, 

And shew his bl^HjHfeKands, 
Since he hath justicvwmf^'d. 

Our freedoip he demandsi. 
p Thy blood hat|||4ofi0ii|l things for me, 

ril glory in thy cross ; ' 
My best things Pll give up for tbee^ 

I count them all but loss. 

SONG VI. 



From 2 Sam. xxiii. 3 — 7. Being a Prophecy of Christ, 
and King Davicfs Swan Song in views of death* 

1 A Ruler just o'er men shall rise, 
In God's fear rule shall he, 
As morning light springs from the skies, 
So welcome shall he be. 
S Like rising sun he scatters all * 
The black shades of the night. 
No clouds this morning darken shall, 
Refreshing is its light* 
3 He shall the frozen earth solace. 
Like sunshine after rain. 
Whose warming beams revive the grass, 
And make all spring again. 
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4 Tm grievMv all proye not good* and jast. 
Who from my loios do spriog ; 
Bot glad to see he springs from me, 
That's Zion's blessed King ; 
6 A King that sayes os from our foesj 
In hearts rules by his might ; 
With hisjost laws let all menclose. 
Obey him, Hiu his rijg^t. ^ 

6 AlthoQgh my house be notivtth God 

Such as it ought to be, ,i 

Yet he hath through Messias' blood 
A covenant made with me : 

7 A covenant which life doth bring, 

And erermore endure, . ,* 
Well ordered in every thii 
With promisea-most si 
B My heart's desire is toi 

•T!s my salvation, ^^^ 

Although he doth not comMP^et, 
For to redress what's wrong* 
9 But Belial's sons, who are hii foe^^ 

God smite them will in ire, m 

He'll them consume who him oppose^ 
Like thorns burnt up with fire. 

SONG VIL 

The SatnVs Triumph over deaths from Job xix. 25. &c. 
Gor. XV. 43, 53. Phil. iii. 21. Ezek. xvi. 14. 

} Though on me heavy trials come-. 
And death's stroke on me fall, 
My faith and' hope shall not succumb, 
But triumph o'er them all. 

2 I know that my BiSedeemer lives. 

Who pleads my cause with God, 
To save e6ch sonl thai him believes 
He comes to shed his blood. 

3 Then for a while he'll go away, 

But will return again. 
And on the eaptlv, at latter day,. 
Stand with a sVono^ \.t^\u« 



SCRIPTURE SONGS. 261 

4 Though in the grave my body fall, 

And worms do it consnme, 
Ev'n skin and flesh, blood, bones^ and allj 
Yet death I'll overcome. 

5 My Lord will raise fne from the dust, 

He'll clothe my bones with flesh, 
ril gee my God whoTo now I trust, 
Which will my soirt refresh. 

6 That flesh which all consumed was, 

The very same shall rise ; 
Yea, I will see Christ's lovely face, 
With these my very eyes. 

7 Though for a time my dust be loath'd 

Most beautiful Til be. 
My mortal body shall be cIothM 

With immorlnlity. 
d Like Cbri<it'8 own htfjteMil I shine, 

With raiment wMjj^KKght, 
His comeliness is e^jj^y^; 

This every saint 'i^Hm bright* 



•: 
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Christ's Eternal Love io mankind'; From Prov. viii, 
27, to the end, 

1 When the creation was begun 

By God's almighty hand. 
Then f, his own eternal Son, 
Concurr'd in th« command. 

2 I joined in his counsels wise, 

Lost mankind to redeem : 
1 was my Father's chief delight, 
And I rejoic'd in him. 

3 And in the earth when it for mao 

¥|^ fram'd with divine art, 
Wil^^easnre I foresaw the Church, 
Its habitable part. 

4 Before the light was made to shine, 

My heart was set.on man ; 
My thoughts, from all eternity.. 
On his salvation ran* 
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6 The foretight of man's mivei^, 
Made me engage for them, 
To be their help ; for mjr delights 
Were with the sons oflnen. 

6 O children, then to me give ear ; 

TheyVe blest my ways that chase ; 
Be wise, and my instruction hear. 
They're fools who it refuse. 

7 Blest is the man that hears my word, 

And doth attend my gates, 
Who watchfully looks for the Lord, 
And at his door-posts waits. 

8 Blest is (he man that findeth me. 

With me he'll live above. 
And have, through all eternity, 
God's favour and his lovi 

9 But his own soul be dotj 

Who slights my offe i 
And*those who hate m^^^mts pure, 
Court death eternaliyi 

SONG IX. 

From Solomon^ s Song, chap. i. Being a dialogue 6e/a 
Christ and his Spouse. 

Spouse. 

1 Like sweetest ointment smells thy name, 

Dear Jesus, unto me. 
Hence virgin souls send out a fiame 
Of holy love to thee. 

2 O draw me, and we'll run to thee ; 

Blest King, thou didst me bring 
Into thy chambers, hence will we 
III thee rejoice and sing. 

3 More than the taste of richest wine. 

Thy love think on we will ; 

Alost costly was thy love desigUr,, 

i he upright love thee still. 

4 Tell me, good shepherd, whom I love. 

Where thy dear sheep are fed ; » 
Shetv m<» the paths wherein they move, 
Aod where they find a shade* 
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5 Leave me not in a wandVing course, 
Like those who lose their way ; 
With flocks of thy competitors 
Let taae not go astray. 

Christ. 
j6 Art thou bewilder'd, ray fair one, 
And canst not find thy rest ? 
Come follow my direction, 
ril ehewthee what is best. 
7 In footsteps of my flock go on, 

The shepherd's tents keep nigh ; 
Thy kids and young ones bring along, 
So shall thou meet with me« 

Spouse. 
3 While at the table sits the King, 
My spikenard sm(|UM|b||eet, 
My graces languishS^^^^wing, 
With this sun's qq||^^^Bheat. 
9 Dear Jesus as a buri9Hpi^rrb, 
Shall in my bosom he ; 
To lodge with toe he'll not demur, 
^bile Bightly sbftdes do 6tay. 



# 
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From Song ii. 1, to9' 

Christ^ 

1 I am the Rose of Sharon's field. 

The Lilly of the Vale ; 
I sweetness a«d delight do yield, 
When earthly glories fail. 

2 As lillies shine amidst the thorns. 

So doth my love the bride ; 
The daughters want what her adorns^ 
Though they live by her side« 

Spouse. 

3 As th' apple tr^e doth far excel 

The forest's barren growth, 
So my love outshines mortals all, 
Though in their blooming youth. 

4 Under bis shade with great delight, 

1 sat down for to rest : 
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I fonnd solace, his heaveoly imit 
Was sweet unto my taste*' '^ 

5 He broaght me to his house of wine. 

My faintings to allay. 
The baoners of his love diriDe 
O'er me he did display. 

6 ^ Bring strengthening flaggone aoto me^ 

With cordials' from above ; 
Fetch me sweet apples from the treej 
For I am sick of love; 

7 When thus my fainttftg soul did cry 

For grace me to uphold, 
Hy tender hearted Lord drew nigb« 
His arms me did ir.fold. 

8 All things without me and wkh in, 

1 charge to stand in 
To wake or griere mi 

Lest from me he witi 

9 Though grieY'd, he detB^HpRo m#. 

For lo 1 his voice I hear^ 
O'er hills of guilt him leapt see, ' 
My mourning soul to cheer. 
10 He hastes to me like hart or roe. 
Our dark walls he makes light : 
Through lattices himself doth shew, 
With comeliness most bright. 

SONG XI. 

From Song ii. 10. to the end, 

Christ- 
i Rise op, eaid Christ) my fairest one, 
Come thou away to me ; 
The winter storms of wrath are gone, 
I bore them all for thee. 

2 From barren grounds the flowVs do spring. 

Men hear the turt!e*8 voice. 
The drooping birds begin to sing, 
An<l sad hearts to rejoice. 

3 Young iigs and grapes do now appear, 

Ad6 yield a sweet perfilme ; 
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The heavenly vine faint hearts doth cheer, 
Rise up, my love, and come. 

4 My dove that lodgest in the rock, 

In clefts of my dead wounds, 
And dost to me in secret look. 
When in thee grief abounds : 

5 Lift up thy face and voice to me. 

These please mine eye and ear;'^ 
Thy graces all 1 love to see, 
Thy voice and pray'r to hear. 
<3 Take us the foxes, whose designs 
Are vineyards to annoy. 
The little foxes, which the vines 
And lender grapes destroy. 

7 My love is mine, mjy|^Hh|e light. 

And I am also ^^qH^^K 
Among his saints, ^qIm|HP white, 
His place of feeding^PPr 

8 There he abidei, till break of day, 

When shadoWs all shall flee ; 
^Till then, come like a hart or roe, 
'^'" O'er Bether hills to me. 

SONG XIL 

From SoDgiii. 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 11: 

i All's dark when Jesus hides his face. 
Night shades fall me upon; 
Desertion is a weary case, 
When Christ my love is gone. 

2 I on my bed my loss did mind, 

I sought him thus alone : 
My drowsy search did not him flndj 
Vain was my slothful mbari. 

3 I'll rise and round the city go, 

Through streets, broad ways and laoes j 
This way I sought my love, but lol 
Successless were my pains. 

4 The city watchmen found me out, 

Their doctrine touch'd my case: 
Ah Where's he ? Can ye solve my doubt? 
None of them broueht me ease* 

T 
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6 When naeaiig and dalies proved so weak» 
Bevond them all 1 past : 
WheD 1 soitte steps from tjbem did make» 
I foand my love at last 

6 I bim embraced and held bim fast. 

Till once I got him brought 
Into my mother's dnreliiDgs waste. 
To streDgtheoilrbat he wrought 

7 Sioce«^e's come in, I do you charge. 

Who Salem's daughters are, 
By roes and hiods which run' at large^ 
Our joys you do not mar. 

8 Let sin or earth no motion make^ 

For to disturb his rest : 
Let none presume my love to wale, 
Until it please him bet 

9 O, Zion's daughters, alL 

Behold King Soloroon^^^^^^ 

Ev'n Christ our King, <»'^HHroi'^bi ^^i^} 

Wearing bia l^lorions cr^M^ v" . ''^''i^^ 

10 Wherewith his mother crown'd his |i^SM» 

On his espousal day, 
That day on which his heart was glad, 
Him love and praise for aye. 

SONG XIIL 

From Song iv. 7, 8, 9, 10,- 11, 12, 16, 

Christ. 

1 Thou art all fair when in thy dress, 

My love, thouVt fair to me ; 
When clothed with my righteousness, 
No spot is seen on thee. 

2 My spouse come off from Lebanon, 

And mounts of vanity : 
Let all the world's deceit alone , 
And come alongst with me. 

3 B^ faith look from Amana's top, 

Shenir and Hermon fair ; 
From dens of prey, behold with hope 
The land beyond compare. 

4 My Spouse, thou dost my love enhance, 

And drawest my hearl lo vVi^e, 
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With thy neck chains, and with a glance 
Of thy. believing eye. 
5 Thy love to me more grateful is 
'J'han wine of any kind ; 
Thy graces more than fragrant spice 
Acceptance with me find. 
■3 Thy lips drop sweet ; and from thy tongue 
Do milk and honey flow: 
Thy garments smell as Lebanon, 
Which on thee I bestow. 

7 A ga^^en fair, inclos'd by grace, 

My spouse thou art to me, 
I chus'd thee from the wilderness, 
With fine springs furnish'd thee. 

Spouse. 

8 if i thy garden be, SJ^^^ 

Cause heaveo'i^jSn 
Sweet quickeningi^dHun me afford, 
- My graces lively dmH. 

9 Sharp nortl]HBrn blasts send to convince, 

And cameJHie south winds blow ; 
With bre Alrtnfeji warm apsistmy nrintJ, 

And make thy spices flow. 
to Then let my love his presence sweet 

Unto his garden grant, 
That he may eat his pleasant fruit, 

Which he himself did plant 

SONG XIV. 

From SoDg ▼. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
Christ. 

1 My Spouse, to answer the» I'm come 

Into my garden fair ; 
My myrrh and spice of sweet perfume^ 
With pleasure I do share* 

2 On honey, wine, and milk i feast ; 

All friends come eat with me, 
And drink my wine of heavenly taste, 
Yeai drink abundantly. 



Spouse. 

3 While Christ invites, my* sloth prevails. 

Yet something wakes in me, 
To hearken to Christ's knocks and califs. 
His Toico speaks pressingly. 

Christ. 

4 Open to me, my Father's child ; 

Open to me, my love ; 
Open to me, my undfefird ; . 

Open to me, my dove. 
o From love I'm standing at thy door, 

Thy heart cast open, soon ; 
A midnight show'r of wrath I bore, 

To save thee when undone. 

6 I am undress'd, and i'^hH^H^* 

From bed I cannot riN^^^w^ . '* ^^ 

How shall I now defile my leet ? \:^^'f^: **^'"V- 

Thus sloth did me etitice.c ' •y'^:/ ■^. 

f r»T TnC ^^y •»»»•«) *••> ■*>**•• tjfi^mw* *% •-— .— .— fcr-^ 

His hand of pow'r pat in. 
So that my bov»'els all were mov'd, 

For being nngrate to him. 
3 WJ»en I rous'd up, obey'd his knock, 

My hands dropt pleasantly 
With oil of myrrh, leAqn the lock, 

Which ma(?e the bolt to fly. 
1) To my belovM 1 open'd fast, 

Who, to my grief was gone : 
1 fainted; when his speeches past 

1 rooarnfuily thought on. 

10 I sought him then with carefulness^ 

But found he conld not be ; 
I caird on him in this distress, 
He did not answer me. ' 

1 1 The watchmen who do go their rounds. 

And keep the city wall, 
AbusM rae, and did give me wounds. 
And tore away my veil* 
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SONG XV. 

A Dialogue betwixt the Spouse and Datighlers of Je- 
rusalem, from Song V. 8. to the end. 

Spouse. 

1 O Salem's race if you him find, 

I charge you tell my case j 
I'm sick of love, sore paiu'd in mind. 
He only can me ease. 

Daughters. 

2 O fairest one, we fain would know 

The object of thy love ; 
What charms he hath, thaf thou dost so. 
Praise him all men above. 

Spouse. 

3 My love fs white and ruddy too, 

The chief of thousands ten ; 
His innocence and suiTrings do 
Him beautify to men. 

4 His blessed bead doth far excel 

The gold that is most fine, 
His locks are black and curled well, 
They raven like do shine. 

5 His eyes are like the eyes of doves, 

When they in flecks are met 
Near water stream*, which they do love 
Milk wash'd and fitly satr 
S His cheeks are like unto tf^e flow'rs, 
, ^ And beds where spices grow ; 
•^is lips like lillies are, from whence 
Sweet smelling myrrh doth floWr 

7 As rings of gold with beryl set, 

So doth hrs hands appcj^r ; 
His belly bright as ivory 

Overlaid with sapphires clear. 

8 His legs like marble pillars are. 

Which on gold sockets went ; 
Like Lebanon his face is fair, i 

As cedars excellent. 
His mouth that makes sweet promise?^. 
To every saint is sweet : 

Y 2 
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Yea he aU over lorelj w, 
Vie,w him from head to (eeU 
10 O daughters of JerQ^alem, 
This 18 mj love and friend. 
For whom none can devise a Dame> 
Or proper emblems find. 

SONS XVI. 

The Dialogue continued. Song, chap, vk 

Daitgbters. 
1 O fairest bride, we fain woaUl knoTr» 
Where's thy belovei* gone ? • 
Tell us that with thee we may go. 

To seek this matchless one. ^ 

Spousa. '^ 

d My love is gone to heav'fl.afii&tey 

Yet doth he condescend'f- * '.. i,.r ?nC 

To come into his garden here, ' fV*i^; 

And beds of spice attend-^ '^** 

3 In meetings of his saints he d found, 
'i'hose gardens of delight, 
He's there to bring them rich supplier, 
And gather lillies white. 
i To my beloved I beleng. 
And my belov'd to me ; 
To feed among the Jilly powers 
Great pleasure taketb he. 

Christ. 
■J O who is she that looketb forth, 
Like to the morning Ught, 
V/hen it darts out to chase away 
The darkness of the nijg^ht ? 
-3 Fair as the moon^ clear as the sun, 
VViih dazzling beams array'd * 
Yet like an army terrible, ^ 

With banners ail di^play'd. 
7 She comes up from the wilderness. 
She walks and always leans 
On her beloved ; for her heart 
From al! things else she weans. 
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SONG xvir. 

r 

Christ's Siiff^erings for us. From Isa. liti* 

1 Who hath believ'd the faithfd word 

Which we to men declare ? 
Who feels the arm of God the Lord, 
Displayed and made bare ? 

2 Messiah, like a weak plant grows, 

A root from ground that's dry ; 
No oatward beaiity he assiimeSy 
To draw the carnal eye : 

3 Rejected and despis'd is he, 

Through sinners' unbelief; 
A man of sorrows all his days. 
And well acquaint with grief. 

4 We hid our faces when lie came 

To take our wrathful lot, 
Despis'd he was and put to shame. 
And we esteem'd him not. 

5 Of griefs and sorrows att his time 

For us he bore* the lolsid, 
But ah, we jurfg'd that for bis crime^ 
He smitten was of God. 

6 But he for our transgressions 

Was wounded and abus'd. 
His soul for our iniquities 
Most grievously was bruis'd. 

7 On him was laid our chastisemen/. 

By wljiich our peace he seal'd ; 
Sharp bo^y stripes be underwent, 
Where% our wounds were heal'd. 
3 All we like sheep from God have stray'd^ 
And did our own ways cbuse. 
And these our sins God oft him laid, 
Which love would not refuse* 

9 Oppress'd and wrongfd our Surety stood^ 

Accused of untruth, 
To slaughter went he as a lamb. 
And open'd not hia mouth. 

10 Before the shearers, like a sheep, 

lie dumb and silent lies. 
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He meekly goes throogh waters deep 
Without repioing cries* 
11 His soot in traT^liog aogQiBb lies,, 
His pains were ipuitiply'd. 
Bat when the blessed fruit.be sees. 
He is well satisfjrM- 

SONG XYHL 

A Tranksgivino for Redscmino Love. From Ro 
▼. and Heb. xiii. 

1 When we were destitute of strength, 
Ourselves to help and save* 
For the ungodly Christ at length 
His life a ransom gave. . 
S Scarce any for a rigbteous lOaot 
His life will dare to ^tafce^. 
And for a good man it were mbch 

Such an exchange t<^ make : _. S^f^^ 

3 But God his matchless lo^i^ommtili^* •'' 

When his most glorious 
Dy'd for us while unrighteous^ 
Vile sinners and^undoue. ' ^. 

4 Since by his blood Christ us frojflb sin 

Doth justify and free. 
Then surely from the wrath to come 
We ever safe ^all be. 

5 If Christ for enemies to God 

Did die, to end the strife, 
Much more when reconciled thus, 
He'll save us by his life. 

6 Yea, nu>re than so, we joy in God, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord : 
The great atonement we receive, 
And so obey his word. 

7 Now he that's Lord of quick and diead, 

The God of love and peace. 
That from the grave brought Christ our head^ 
And him to life did raise ; 
S Who, as the shepherd great and good^ 
His life for us did grant, 
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And did establish, with his blood, 

Th' eternal covenant, % 

9 May he in us his work falfil, 

Till he us perfect make^ 
Still strengthening us to do his will, 
For our Redeemer's sake. 

10 And work in us what, his word says, 

Is pleasing him before. 
Through Jesus Chriflt, to whom be praise 
And glory evermore. 

SONG XIX. 

3Jatchless Love in ike Gift of Christ ; 
From John iii. 14—17* 

1 O wond'rous divine love to men ! 

When wrath 'gainst us did swell, 
God took our nature, bore our guilt, 
To save our souls from hel)* 

2 As Moses, iQ the wilderness, 

Did lift high on a pole, 

A brazdn seFpeSf, for stung jfflfiH" 

To view and be made whole : 

3 So Jesus Christ, til antitype, 

Was lifted up on high 
Clj^on the cross, thai wounded souls 

•y "JSj^E^^ ^^^^ ^^^ Scaled be. ' 

r 4rAnH there, he says, whoe'er believej^ 
h\ him onfeignedly. 
Shall never perish in their sins, 
But live eternally. 
5 God lov'd the world, so as to give 
His Son to dwell in clay, 
And die, that all who in him trust 
Might live with God for aye. 
G Good news ! that Christ there twice declares. 
All who in him believe 
Are safe from hell, and ever shall ' 
With God in heaven live ; 
7 And that his Son God did not send 
A lost world to coodeouii 
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Bat by bis blood he did intend 
To save condemned men« - 

8 Believers all with Christ shall live, 

And ne'er condemned be. 
The broken law he salisfy'd, 
Them for to justify. 

9 But vengeance just forever lies 

On all the rebel race, 
Who God's eternal Son despise, 
And scorn his ofier'd grace. 

10 Obey Christ's call, who saves the lost ; 

Serve God that's One-ia-Three ; 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Give praise eternally. 

SONG XX. 

God's Love in Christ unaltisrable : 
From Rom. viii. 31-^to the end. 

2 God's love in Christ transcends cor tboog^his, 

Ixi fiaviog jiieu /rpiu woe ; 

If God's for us, and stands our friend, 
Who then can be our foe ! ^ 

2 Since God for us spar'd not his cOD|. 

But gave him up to die, 
His lesser gifts he'll not refuse^ 
Nor ought that's good deny. 

3 Who shall God's elect ones arraign. 

Whom God hath justify'd ? 
Or who win dare those to condemn, 
For whom this surety died ? 

4 Christ died for us ; yea in his love, 

He rose up for our sake, 
And doth at God's right hand for us 
Still intercession make. 

5 Who from Christ's love shall us divide ? 

Shall trouble or distress" ?^ 
Shall persecution or the sword. 
Famine or nakedness ? 

6 Nay, o'er all these we triumph shall, 

With the celestial pow'rs ; 
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Throogh Jesas Chrisfs vivtorious love, 
We're more than conquerors. 
7 I am persuaded deatii nor life, 
Nor principalities, 
Nor finite pow'rs, nor present things^ 
Nor yet futurities ; 
3 No height, no depth, no creature shall 
Dissolve the twisted cord 
Of niuinal love 'tviixt God and us, 
In Jesus Christ our Lord. 
S Unchangeable is love divine, 
Time makes it notdecaj^ ; 
For those whom once the Lord doth love, 
He them doth love for aye. 
JO From love, great mercies us thou giv'st, 
But one we'll sing of still ; 
Eternal tlianks to God for Christ, 
His giA unspeakahle ! 

SONG XXI. 

Thanksgiviwo /or God's Jrec love in andikto* Christ; 
From £ph. i- 3, &c. and iii. 18, &c. 

a Blest be Christ's 0#}. anc) Father dear, 
For all uur heavenly fare ; 
In Christ he hath enriched us, 
IL. With sp'ritual blesfings rar«. 
Win love he chose us in his Son, 
f ■ Before the world he made, 
To make us blameless holy men^ 
Like Christ our holy Head ; 

3 Predestinate us of his grace. 

By Jesus Christ did he. 
To be adopted children all, 
In his own family ; 

4 That all the praise might still redound 

To glorious grac« alone ; 
The Lord bath us accepted made, 
In his beloved Son : 
B In whom, thro' his most precious blood, 
We have redemption free. 
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£?'ii full remiuioii of oarnini,: . . 
T\^ rich grace M might'«ee. 

6 In vrisdomGod makes graee to lU 

Flow out abuDdaotly, . \ 

That grace may be oar laMiDg-soDg . 
To all eternity. 

7 May we be graiipiDg«iMr4|h.the taints , 

Christ's love to compi'ehend. 
Whose breadth, and^lengt!^, and d6f>th, and height, 
Do boundlessljT exteml; . * -^ 

8 And press to know wliat woad7roo8 )o¥e 

Which knowledge aH exceeds, 
That from his falnese tnte may^ve ' 
Sopply to iill ^ar ^eeds. * * 

9 Now unto Gad who can do more 

Than we can ask or think, 
According to his mighty pow^r. 
That took us from hett'abAok, 

10 All gliMry in the cfa9rch:by Christ 

To him be rendered the»y - -^^ii^j^- * 
Through ages all for eVerdHore ; v ,f'.:' 
Let all men say An^eo. 

SONG xxia. 

Our Hoptis in Christ's Righteousness, and in h^k 
-with him: From Phil. iii. 7, &c. 2'Cor. v. 1, &c. 

X Those things I heretofore thought gain, 
And of them made my boast. 
For Christ that doth me justify, 
1 give them np for lost. 

2 Yea, doubtless, 'tis my fixt' resolve, 

To count ail things biit loss, 
That I the excellence may know 
Of Jesus and his cross. 

3 All worldly things for him IVe lost, 

I them as dung esteem, 
That I may Christ my treasure win, 
And safe be found in liim. 

4 My righteousness as rags I quit, 

1 plead what Christ bath done ; 



t. 

t 



.wcBinuKR soira^w t/f 

This righteongness which God ordaios. 
By faith I take alone* 

5 May I koovf Jesus io that povrer 

Which^rais'd him from the grave> 
That with him in his sofierings 
I fellowship may hare : 

6 And beiDg coAformed to his death. 

By dyiag unto sin, 
A resurrectioQ blest Irom death 
1 may obtain through him. 

7 Yea, now we know if this ciay house 

Dissolved were off the field, 
An heavenly house we have on high, 
Which God himsetf doth build. 

8 With strong desires we therefore groaa, 

That to us it were given, 
To know that bliss, and he new cloth'd 

With our pure house in heav'n. 
d We walk by faith and not by sight, 

And hence we often sav. 
Content we would the body leave, 

And dw^U with Christ fiiraye. 
"20 Faith's views of Christ prompt us to seek, 

And n»ake it stilt our care, 
That whether here, or with our Lord, 

-Of his love we may share. 

SONG xxm. 

A Thanksgiving for the Fruits of GamST's Rds-ur- 
RECTioN : from 1 Pet. i. 3, 4, &c. 

1 For ever blessed he ihe God 
And Father of our Xiord, 
Whose mercy doth to us abound, 
According to his.word : 
S Who hath begotteu'^tit agaia 
Unto a Itveiy h6pe» 
By Christ bis rising ih>m the dead. 
Of faith the blessed prop ; 
For by it we are well secor'd 
Of an jaheritaoce, 

Z 



That*! not coTTopfed nor JefilM, 

Nor fadei by anj chance.:' 

4 Which i* tat vi in haB**a reier?'<l. 

And He are kepi for it, ■' ' 

Bj the Almightv pow'r of God, 
Through fahii.tiU we be tit. 
6 For that salvation glorbua, 
To be reveal'd at last, 
Of which we wait to be possest 
Whemime and Jaj's are part. 
6 In that blewM hope we do rejoice, , " ' -^ 
Thongb for a lime we need 
Here to be kppt in heavinfiw, "* 

TbroQgh triah muUipIy'd. , ," 

1 Oar faith, oiore precious tbao gold, ' 

B^' fire in irietl lier«. 
That nnlo praUe itiSttjite ftund, ' - 

When Jesus dotb-»jt|;f^a& \.'~ - ■ 

9 This Jwas, thoog b i»0|i,e.eii',|t^*ioTe, /^ 
In hin lM>tieviif g slifl,' ' ^?-'fi*^f" 

Which yields us yay oMpesVaible, 
Thai is of glorj fall. 
9 When Jesos ctMnes, ne shall receive. 
The blest end of oor faith, ; 
Ev'n the salvatiun of our souls,' 
Piocur'd ns hv his death. 

SONG XXIV. 

The Sons o^God matiifttttd : From] John iii, 1, S 
1 Behold how matcbleM'-ii-that tore! ' 
The Father halb bestow'd 
On men, that we should be adopt 
And cvli'd (he SODS of God ! 
X I-lis image he mabei dr to bear. 
As eoQS of heav'niy birth; 
This dignitj' exalts us fur 
Above the kings on earth. 
3 Thnngh non the woidd a* doth not know, ' 
Aa Chri>( it never Icaew, 
Yet God dolh oirn us as hia tons. 
We're cbanj'd ftn4 ^8TO B.a«;N. 
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4 And what hereafler we shall be, 

It doth not yet appear, 
But this we know, when Christ shall come, 
We shall his likeness bear : 

5 For we shall see him as he is, 

And like him shine full bright ; 
We then come near our glorious Sun,. 

From whom we have our light. 
ti As Christ is holy, so^must we ; 

All who hope for that hour, ' 
Themselves must also purify, 

As he the Lord is pore. 

7 Let^s here, as strangers, follow peace. 

And walk with one accord^ 
And always study bolfness. 
As we would seb the Lordv 

8 No eye hath seen, do ear halh heard, 

No heart can things above 
Conceive, T^hicih Jesus hath prepared 
Foe theoLivbo do him love. 

SONG tXY. 

7%e glorious Th^tv adored^ and Ch&ist^s Love car* 
tolled: From Rev. i. 4, 5, &c. and iv. 8, &c. 

1 May we have grace and peace from God, 

The glorious One in Three>. 
Who us created and redeemed. 
And us doth sanctify ;■ 

2 £y'a from the Father; who still was, 

Who is,, and still shall be. 
And from the sevenfold working Sp^rit^» 
Before his throne on high ; 

3 From Jesus Christ, the witness true, 

And first born fromthe dead. 
Who of all earthly kings and pow'rf 
Is Prince and' ruling Head : 

4 To this great Lord, that so lovM meii» 

Such loathsome men as we. 
As wash'd us in his precious bloody 
Our souls from sid' to free ; 
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6 To him who made as kings and prie8t8> 

To God bis Father high. 
Be glory and dominion 

Through all eternity. 
Q Behold he comes with filying cloudsi 

Him evVy eye shall see, 
And unbelievers, who him piercM 

Shall wail most bitterly. ^ 

7 But let believers lift their heads^, 

With joy, to see and hear. 
For then complete redemptiea ' 
To them is very nJBar. 

8 The hosts above their homfage ptkj^ ' 

And crowns cast on the groadif. 
They never cease by night iior dlijr, 

These praises to resound : 

O holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Almighty God alone, 
•* Who ever was, and also Is, '■ 

** And ever is to come 1'* * 

10 Giorv, pow'r, and honour still 

Thou'rt worthy to receive ; 
All things were made to please thy will» 
Antl by thy pleasure live. 

11 Most worthy. Lamb, art thou, they sing. 

To be adored thus ; 
Let with thy praise heaven's mansions ring^. 
For thou wast elain for us. 

SONG XXVI, 

TAf Lamb thai r»as sladn eternally exalted : From Rev. v^ 

1 The heav'nly host and elders join, 

To bow before the Lamb, 
With golden harps, and sweetest tunes. 

They trumpet forth his fame, 
f They cry, '* O Father, who shall look 

*• Into thy secret will ? 
** Worthy the Lamb to take the book, 

** And open ev'ry seal: 
3 " Thon'rt fit God's mystVies to reveal, 

'* For th«Q wast slain for ti«, 
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*< And tby blood ptirchas'd as to God, 

"- Which thou shedd^tit on the cross^ 
'* From e?'rj nation^ kindred, tongue» 
Thy precious blood us bought ; 
Well thou deserv^t oar praising songs. 
Who us salntiob btotight* 
*' Unto the Lamb that oncemfl 9UiD 

Be endless- praises* gi v^ jr ^ 
** By all that divell upon (M eartb^ 
<< And all the hosts ^f jMf^il« 

6 <* Thou hast us- ransofll^# faf ibjr Udod; 

" And set us prtt*iMr# /ire# ; 
*' Thou mak*st uixiitgs aoif priefSts to Qod^^ 
** And we shall-reigii with thee." 

7 Let's join, while hererOfvcMerftitfotigiB 

With hosts around' the th^ontf,- 
Ten thousand thousands are theif tpDftM*-, 
Yet all agree in one* 

8 " Worthy the Lamb that dy'd (they cry); 

'* To be exalted thu«> 
*' Worthy the Lamb- (let us reply). 
'* For he was slain-ibr us. 

9 " The Lamb is worthy ta receive 

'* Strencthy wisdom, riches, might; 
'* Eternal honours we ascribe 
** To him, for 'tin his right; 

10 ** Let heav'h and earth unite in one, 

'* To praise the glorious name 
*"* or him that sits upon«the throne,- 
'* And to adore the Lamb." 

SONG xxvn. 

Christ'9 rnetory and Babylon*s down/al . 
From Rev. viciii. and xv. &c« 

1 Behold, an aog^l doth descend^ 

With pow'r and glory great ; 
To earth- he comes for a great encl> 
Blest tidings to relate ! 

2 *' Great Babylon that did enthral 

*' The kingdom's of the earth, 

2 % 
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<* The time is come for her to fall, 
** Which cjiJU for holj mirth. 

3 " Let heav'f) be glad, with all ^be saiuis^ 

•* Let proph^tB all rejoice ; 
'* God doth a?enge your long cpmplaiDts. 
*' With praise lift up your voice." 

4 In white rohe^ cloth'd Ibey all do standi 
With palms of triumph in tbeir hand ^ 

'* Sal?atioD to God ob the throne^" 

They cry, ^aod to the Lanrti bb Soq.'^ 

5 Next these come angels aoi 4UI dixwa. 
Humbly adoring Three bOMji, 
They cry, *' Amen, give glofjfi^pMtV/ 
'' And thanks to God for eireV'-mor^.^ 

6 But whence come these in white who shine, 
AH cloth'd with righteousness di?ine I 
These come from sufferings great to 6ocl» 
Their robes they wash*d in the Lamb^t bioed. 

7 The martyr's trials now are o*er, 
They see God's face for ever more | - 
The Lamb makes sure the'ir beav'oTy bliss. 
They've said, He's ours, and we are his. 

t No Q;ore the heat shall them torment, 

Of Mjorching sun they've no complaint; 

The Lanrib, who shines amidst: the. throne, 

Shall be their ererfa;5ting siin. 
9 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

One God, who saved us when lost, 

Ke everlasting ^'^O' giv'^J* 

By all on earth and all in heay'n. 

> 

SONG XXVIII. 

A view of the Saints and Martyrs in heaven. 

From Rev. vii. 

.1 Let's view by faith the saints above, 
Reo'eeci'd from sin by Jes^us' love, 
Their various tribes, their sweet employ, 
in raptures of eternal joy. 

9 The patrrirchs, with Jacob's race, 
ifa -'.' -jp (? hcav'a by God's free grace l 
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With 56ng9 they praise their father's God^ 
Who led them home the heav'oly road* 

3 Next, see a numVous multitude, 
RedeemM from hell by Jesus' blood* 
From ev'ry nation, kindred, tongue. 
Who sing an everlasting song. 

4 *' A millstone cast by Gabriel, 

'^ And in the sea is drown'd f 

'' Thus terribly shall Babel fal!, 

^' And never more be found.'* 

5 Upon the sea of glass they standi 

The beast who overcome. 
With harps of gold into their hand^ 

To celebrate her doom. 
These conquerors do meet in tbrongr,. 

And to Jehovah^s name, 
They pleasantly unite the songs 

Of Moses and. the Lamb. 
7 By Moses' hand the enemy 

Did sink deep in the flood, 
So drown'd our sins are in the sea 

Of Jesus' precious blood, 
d The conquerors with fluent tongues 

Christ's honour will proclaim, 
In sweeter notes than Moses' songs. 

They'll tune those of the Lamb. 

9 All nations shall to thee bow down, 

And worship rev'rently. 
When once thy judgments are made koewn 
Against thine enemy. 

10 The hosts of God, with one consent, 

Shall hallelujah's sing, 
When the Lord God Omnipotent 
Takes his great pow'r to reign. 

1 1 At length will end the devil's reign 

Over the sons of men, 
I.«et heav'n and earth rejoice and sing» 
With all that dwell in them. 
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SONG XXIX. 

n^ goodnei»s of the Ransom o/* Christ's Blooit. 

1 Great pity God ^faews 

To Gentiles and Jews. 
He sent them his gospel to briog them good news : 

Good news to the lost. 

With rackin|P fears toss'd. 
That found is a ransom m which they may boast 
. '^ 2 A ransom of blood». 

That runs like a Qbod, 
The sins off to carry,, who God^s law with^toodv 

News ! that Christ-was kind. 

When hell's pow'rs combined. 
To rout them he freely his dear life resigned. 

3 Blood stream'd from his side, 
T' atone for oar pride ;. 

Sin was the tormentor that him cracify*d. 
When we have him view'dt 
With his. blood embru'd , 
May we by thi« prospect get all sin subdn^d- 

4 What sight do we see ? 
Christ stretch'd on the tree. 

For rebels as we are most willing to die ! 

Pains dreadful he felt, 

O let our hearts melt 
For sin that did pierce him, when he bore our g.uilt. 

5 Since for sins of men 
God's dear Lamb was slain, 

Hard most the man's heart be that yet feels no pain. 

When the sun did faint,. 

And hardest rocks rent, 
Shall we be so stubborn as never relent t 

6 Our glorious head 
Our victim was made, 

To heal us when wounded his blood all he shed. 

In onr place he stood, 

Andpour'd out his blood ; 
Yea, gives us free access to that healing food; 

7 Christ's feasts we^l attend, 
And his love commend, 
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We^ll thiak en his sufieirings i\\\ oar hearts do rend* 

His wounds I'll not view 

Like a hardened Jew, 
JBut when set before ma my grief Fll renew. 

SONG XXX. 

The news ofCaRiST^^ pierced feet : From Isa. Iiii» 7* 

t How beaqtiful upon the moiuftl'^ 
Where Christ's feet piercM on oar accotinty 

Where be was crucify'd ? 
His feet though nailed to the free, 
SwiA tidings bring to you and me» 

GoiPs wrath lis pacified* 
^ Tidings that Christ h^s purchased peac^. 
With treasures full of needful grace, 

To supply all our,w^nts. 
Good news ! that he hath purchased room. 
For every needy soul to com»^ 

To sitahd* feast with saints. 

3 Were men at God^s bar strictly try'd, 
None living could be justify 'd, 

All would be guilty found. 
From justice throne we einners fly, 
To Christ our bleeding Priest on high/ 

Where mercy doth abound. 

4 In Christ^s the proper mercy seat, 
Where we with God may humbly treat, 

In him God's satisfv'd* 
His blood hath justice reconcii'd, 
Its flaming sword hath quit the field. 

Justice is on our iiide^ 
$ Now God his friendliness to prove, 
Invites us to a feast of love, 

A rich and costly feast ; 
To partake of the rarest food, 
Pardon and peace through his Son's blood, 

Which angels ne'er did taste. 
9 Lord, sin, the murderer here stands, 
That pierc'dthy heart, thy feet, and hands. 

For which 1 mourn and grieve. 
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Lord, gire a strong courageoos &itb,. 
To doom each darliog lust to deatb^ 
Sin shall no longer live. 
7 This foe my Saviour betrajM, 
It bound and haulM him to be try'd, 
And rai^M tKe furious cry, 
To crucify the Lord our head : 
But, good news ! be rose from the dead> 
And pleadf for us on high. 

SONG XXXI. 

The Lamb's battle and victort. 

1 The Lamb fooght far.me» 
Mj foes vanquished he : 

The lioa he conquerM, when nait'd to the treet 

The Lamb when Ihs fought, 

Great victory brought ; 
Our freedom from bondage to Satan he wrooghf. 

2 The Lamb for us dy*d, 
He was crucify'd ; 

Tet, when at the lowest, heiPs pow''rs he defy'd; 

He lay in the grave, 

Our lost souls to 8av.e, 
Yet rose as our champion, most valiant and brave. 

3 He ibught and he fell, 
Yet overcame hell ; 

He conquered and triumph'd, for such as rebel. 

He rose for our sake, 

And did the earth shake. 
The devils and keepers to tremble did make. 

4 Then rocks they did rend ; 
Him angels attend^ 

He taught his disciples, till he did ascend. 

He went up in night, 

With chariots of light ; 
A cloud him received out of his friends' sight; 
6 Above he tlid land, 

Sits on God's right hand, 
Our high Priest and Sovereign, ail things to coRimand: 

There he pleads on high, 

Loud doth his blood cry, 
For pardon te sinners, vrho \o Vvvn\ i<i^^. 



6 The Lamb's jadge of all, 
The dead he will call. 

All mast stand before him, be they great Or small. 

His mercy is great, 

His blood paid our debt, 
He will then absolve us wheo Judgment is set. 

7 OfChrist that did die. 
But nowi'reigns on btgh, 

Our songs with sweet music weMlspread through the sky, 

With both hearts and tongues 

We'll sing the Lamb^s songs, 
^et ev*ry soul join us that to hihi belongs. 

•SONG xxxn. 

Christ's Sufkeiiin0s, and his.Lo'vR to Believing Souls. 

1- When Jesus poured out blood and tears, 
A sinking load of wrath he "beaTS, 

God's justice to appease. 
A bloody robe for us he wore^ 
His soul in pain did travail sore, 
And all to bring us ease. 
2 The ploughers his dear back did plough, 
Their scourges here Jong furrows drew. 

Id which his blood did ran. 
Thej him exposed to all disgrace, 
They fipat upon his blessed face, 
His love this did not shun. 
.3 He 4>ore our curse >aiid%pufiishmeDt, 
Shed blood till evVy drop was spent. 

To ransom us from* wrath. 
Who can bis. Jove enough commend, 
That saves all criminals condemn*^. 
Who look to him by faith ? 
-4 From sin and ^w rath -thou dost relieve 
The chief of sinners -who believe. 
Thy wx)unds do them inclose : 
*Their souls in these thy ^people hide. 
And there they constancy abide. 
Safe from their deadly foos, 
,B A skreen from wrath,! know of none, 
But Jesus righteousness alone, 
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Which coven all our tid.- 
Strict trial this can well endore, 
For It IB iofimteij pore^ 

No flaw is foaod thereio. 

6 Thou when oo earth the sick didst he ai. 
And to the haof^ry bread didst deal, 

Ovraoals whenstmnring feed ; 
Uore BrecioQs they are tbaii clay. 
Lord iesQs, pity smIs tbir day, 

And satisfy o«r need. 

7 Belierers by thee are belov'd^ . . 
A Innrdoin, ne'^er to be^renoy'dy 

SliaU unto them be given. 
Fich crowns on themthoo wilt besipw^ 
No matter what they want beiow, ^ 

Tbey'll be madfe tip in heav'n. 

SONG 



Cbrist^s great Sufferings bring grsai Bemefit ^0 as> 

1 The Lamb silent stood, 
While men shed bis blood ! 

Himself he gave freely to be our soul's food, 

Crown'd was he with Ihom, 

Us'd with spite and scorn. 
Yet patiently bore it, to save the forlorn. 

2 Exposed he stands, 

With naird:feet andiiands, 
Deep plerc'd, long bleeding, to pay law's dem&nds> 

No man-6 tongne can tell, 

What grief him befel. 
In saving lost sinners from sinking to heH. 

3 He was doom'd to die 
On mount Calvary, 

Sore pressed he did utter his last bitter cry. 
Our guilt which he bore 
Squeezed blood from each por«. 

Great was his sonPs torture that made him to roaf. 

4 His wounds bring us peace, 
His pains give us ease, 

From sin's pow'r and bondage they giy« us rele&£e» 
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Christ straying souls sought, 
Their pardoo he bought, 
[Q Satan's vile slav'17 their freedom he wroaght. 

5 Lord thy love's divine. 
It doth kindle mine, 

it it cause me in al^ graces t6 shine. 

Dead souls f6 revive, 

When they life derive 
m tky wounds, -the fountain that makes them alive. 

6 I'm sinful and vile, 

My heart's full of guile, 
ill be free mercy if thou on me smile. 

Lard, do not despise 

Mv soul's feeble cries. 
:eive a lost sinner th«t lo thy blood flies. 

7 This blood saves from hell. 
And tears doth dispel, 

I thunders of Sinai, the. Lamb's blood doth quell. 
I plead thy free grace, 
■ One smile of thy face, 
: word lo me spoken ivill fill me with pcac<? 
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GOVTAINING,^ 

I. A Lectors oo X Cer..xi. t7, to the end? 

il. A PRBFARATIpi('S£l^|IO!!r'fr(Ha.Jb8' u 

III. Aq Action Sermcmt from C^ni ii. 4. 
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-#^ A-LEGTURE ■.:' :■-:.■. 

^N 1 COA. XT. 17« TO THE SlfB, COm»:MIlCQ 4tB£ VttTK 

TUTioN OF TaE LORD^s sinnrfis. ■ >'» 

•■.■'■-.,• ^ .■■'■'. -. ... -..-.' 

Vcrae ty. Now in thi» that -1 declare iuitt> jm|,l P^^bV? |[9tt -J^ 
ihat you come togeth^,not for the better, imt for tne:Woiii&^ 

1 8. For fi rst of afli, when ye come togcih|pr. irf thfe.i^liiir^p JBear 
that there be divisions among von ; and I partlytvnWe ih '"^"^^ 

19. For t here 'must be also heresies, among yob^ that tbey^whkh 
are approved may be made manifest among you. 
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N this passage the apostle takes -occa«ion to reprove 
the great disorders and abuses crept in among them in 
administrating and partaking of the Lord^s supper, which 
fas (he ancients tell us) was commonly administered i^ith 
a love feast annexed to it, w4iich gave occasion to the 
scandalous disorders here reprehended. 

Verse 17. We have the manner of his introducing the 
charge, Now in this that I detclare unto you, I praise 
jou not, &c. Which shews his wiUingness to commend 
them so far as he could. >£Qt such scandalous disorders 
as they were guilty of in so sacred an institution, be could 
not pass without a sharp reproof.. Why ? they inverted 
the very end and design of the ordinance, which was in- 
tended to mak€ them better, or to promote their sptrito- 
al interests, but it really made -the in worse. Wherefore 
he says, they Came together not for the better, out the 
worse. 

Obsorv« 1. That Christ's ordinances, if. they do not 

make us better, they are ^yt to ti\^k« a* worse. If they 

do us no good^ they may do us Wtui^ VI vV^^j ^^u^xxsw^V^ 
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»rvd mencr, ihey will harden ; and lliat corruptions will» 
be confirmerl in us, if the proper means do not work a 
cure of them. 2. It concerns us alt to enquire into the 
success of ordinances and solemn meetings. O 'tis sadj 
if our meetings tend to the increase of our sin, instead of 
the increase of our grace. Let us earnestly deprecate 
this. 

Verse 18. For first of alt^ when you come together ia 
the church, I hear there be divisions among you, &c. 
They fell into divisions, sects, parties, and factions, in 
their celebrating of this ordiiiance ; they fell a quarrel- 
ling one with another abotftm^ats and drinks in the love 
feasts, or about the order of their down sitting, or the 
time when they should begin, ar ilid npt stay till thev all 
came up. The wholel'church did nat join together, but 
they eat it sepai^atoly ; there was also uncbaritableness, 
alienation of affections, discord and contentions among 
them, which very much marred their ed'rticalion, and 
success of the gospel. 

Quest. Seeing schisms are mentioned here, what h 
meant thereby ? Who are guilty of schism^ and who are 
schismatics? Ans. In Scripture tbe word is variously 
taken : }. 'Tis taken for a difference in opinions and' 
sentiments about some points, when there is no heal of 
contention, or breach of communion. Such a division or 
schism was among the Pharisees, about Christ's curing 
the blind man, John ix. }6. 'tis said, There was a division 
among them, originally c/tiWma. And such schisms may 
be among orthodox divines about lesser points, aed yet 
managed without giving offence. 2. The general sense 
of the word is, a dividing and breaking off from commun- 
ion of the church, in public ordinances, without cause ; 
like those Heb. x. 25. Not forsaking the assembling oi* 
ourselves togethec, as the manner of some is. And m 
this sense the ancients- t»ke schism as distinguished from 
heresy. Augustine saith, Schismaticos facit non diverse 
JldeSf sed commumonutdisruptasocietas, 3. In this place, 
and commonly in. other places of Scripture, as 1 Cor. i. 
10. iii. 4. and xii. 25. the \ifoi'd Mdma is taken for un- 
charitable contentions, and divisiv'e practices among the 
professors of the gospel, without breaking off. from the 
communion of the church ; when people are chargeable 
with uncharitable contentions and discords, and alienatioa 
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«f aActioM from their brethren; for here - the j caoM 
, togethtr, and vet were ichiiantici. 

ObMrre. 'fht^ttnuy be ■cliism ft-bertf thet^'b n&tKf- 
■ratioQ of communion. Pertons imj iittead ordioioGCf 
iogiethBr/Hiit*)! at tlie Lord'i table', and yet, h^ aiAalDat- 
iu in Serft>tureBien°e, by reasi>n of their iincbariiable 
coatentioDa, and alieitalion oralTeclious : Whereas Chris- 
liani may neparau fiom each olliera cammnniori, abd jx! 
tie charitable on? tii>vnrdd unolherj and thin ik noi ^o 
mncfa tcfaimi in Scrijiture ^ense, as \o be uncliariuble 
and conlentii>uE>. 

The apo»lle h.iil a report of these <lii'iMon?, which, be 
did tbe more e nil y believe, because he knew thsre be- 
hored not otij t<i be ttivisions bqi h^rcFies iilsn, \hz\ a. 
false doctrinea. mare ilan^cru'ia ilian scliismi ; for h^rt- 
etes am corropt opinions, wliich slrikc at the dintlanien- 
tals «f Chriatianiry and all Bound reltg^ion- Heresy, ac- 
cording; to the modern sense of the nord, is an e.rror ia 
the fundamentals of reli;;ii)n mitiiilaiiieil tviib obstinacy; 
though vfe cUnot say the ivord necessarily imports S'lcb 
% tiroog tenae ih this phce, heresy and si-hism Eomelimel 
being t-ytiunymoua terms. 

Obscrre 1. We have no cause to wonder that there 
should be breachcE of Christian love in (he church, whea 
weknow«uch offences will come as shall makeihipwrecli 
uf failb and a good conecience. 

Quest' How says the apostle, Here^iea mast come? 
-What necessity is there for ihem ? Ans. There la nd 
necessity of force upon any man to broach them, any 
further than his own corruption, prtde, vain glory, envy, 
or contentinas spirit, or Satan's lemptatioo prompts bini 
to it. Bnt the event is certain, hecanse of God's decree 
. permitting them, who by his wisdom orders them fcr wise 
ends, that they Who are approved may be made manifest, 
bj their constant adhering to the truth against all the 
temptations of seducers. 

Observe i. A time of temptation and seduction ia ■ 
time of trial and diicovery, who are sincere and constant 
adherers to tbe truths and ways of God, and who not. 

Obierve 3. It is a pleasure to Gnd to see the ^th and 
constancy of bis upright ones discovered to the werld> 

Observe 4. Tbe wisdom of God can make (be.erron 
Ht^trickedDeuitt othen ft fo\l to Vba v^t.:i wdfiilfifntj 
»f tbe matt. 
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Verse 20. When ye come together therefore into one 
place, this is not to eat the LordV sqpper. 

21. For in ealing every one taketh before other his 
own supper; and one is hungry, and another is drunkea. 

The heathens used to eat and drink plentifully at their 
feasts upon their sacrifices, and this profane custom was 
creeping in among thie wealthier Corinthians. Many think 
the apo^stle was pointing here at their agapai, or love 
leasts, that in those times either preceded or followed 
the Lord's supper: and they- are called love feasts, be 
cause they were designed to manifest their love to their 
fellow Christians, both poor and rich, and the poor car- 
ried away what was left at them :. And also they had them 
to reipresent our Lord'-s last supper, in which he eat the 
Paschal Lamb, before he instituted that ordinance now 
called the Lord's Supper^ These love feasts were found- 
ed on no command of Christ, but came in by custom, and 
by the Jews who became Christians, These would needs 
have ah appendix or'appurtenance to the Lord's supper; 
and in imitation of Christ's eatin^: the Paschal Lamb be- 
fore the Lord's supper, would have a feast or supper of 
their own to precede the Lord's supper ; . and having pro- 
vided it at home, would needs bring it to the place where 
the church met. To this feast all the poor were invit- 
ed at the charges of the rich, as an expression of their 
perfect love and charity one towards another. But in 
this church great abuses cre[»t in, in this practice ; the 
poor Christians were neglected a^id despised. The rich 
did either not invite them, or not wait for them: But 
the rich hasted to eat what they had brought with them, 
and some of them eat and drank to excess, so that One 
was hungry, another drunken. * The apostle inveighs 
against this practice, as turning a feast of charity into a 
debauch, and as that which made them incapable to pat- 
take of the Lord's supper. This was a scandalous irre- 
gularity, a profaning a sacred institution, and corrupting 
a divine ordinance to the last degree. What should have 
been a bond of inutual amity and affection, was made aa 
instrumnnt of discord and disunion. 

Ol>serve I. Duties not done as they ought, are not done 
at all in Christ's account. Or a careless eating and drink- 
ing- of the the Lord's supper is as good a« none, yea worse 
than not eating. So prayers may be mud^,'^^V^'^'^^^^^\ 

A a 2 
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ftcrament!* received, yet not received ; alms gifen, yet- 
not i^iveii, because not done in the manner and fbimre* 
qaired b^ God. 

Observe 2. A sincere soul must and will look not mAj 
to the matter of the duty, but also to the manner of per- 
forming it. 

Observe 3. It is a heinous evil for Christians to treit 
their fellow Christians with coniempt and insolence^ es- 
pecially at the Lord's table : For the rich to despise the 
poor, this is a great evil. 

Observe 4. That even in the apostolical and primitive 
times, great disorders and irregolarities had crept into the 
church, and that there is no church without spot in tbii 
imperfect state. 

Observe 5. That the apostle, notwithstanding of these, 
^th not direct the one part of the Corinthians to separate 
frcn the other, but he only reproves and rectifies their 

.aes. He doth not say, Withdraw from such persons, 
for they will pollute the ordinance to you. No, if they 
be polluted, it is to themselves, and not to others. He 
«ats and drinks damnation to himself. Every man shall 
bear his own burden. Wherefore say he. Let a man ex- 
aifi'ne himsf-if, not his neighbour. The apostle doth not 
encourage separation upon that ground, that there were 
scandalous persons adnjitted in Corinth, even some drunk 
about tiie time of partaking, wliicli might He the occasion 
of their divided way of communicating. But he reproves 
tiieir iii\ided communiratiriit, and charges them to come 
logether to the Lord's supper, and tariy for one another. 
lii indned sharply reproves their scandalous practice, 
OMu tells them that it waf; most hazardful to them^^elves to 
vo:^^municate unv^orthily, but be speaks of no danger to 
( fibers. He commands them to examine themselves, and 
*> ^o eat, but not to examine their fellow communicants, 
nhich certainly he had done, if their joining with them 
i»:^d made them partakers of their sin and danger. 

Verse 2^.. VVhat. have ve not houses to eat and drink 
in ? or despise ye the cinirch of God, and shame them 
^iiat have not? Wliat shall 1 say to you ? shall 1 praise 
YOU in this? 1 praise you not. 

The aj-ostle here doth coJkleRfin both the abuses of 

thof^e feasts, and also tlu-ir keepinc^ them in the place 

rfhere the Kh'jrch met. ST.r.<i M\\'A<cT%Viiniii tKe cViurcK^^iC 
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the house wherein the church met, aqdcall their resisting 
there, a profaning or unhallowing the place set apart for 
divine worship. Others understand it of the people or 
poor members there met. Why do you despise them ? 
By excluding them from your company, becaust 
of their poverty ; and so ye put them to shamf 
whom God has adopted, and admitted into his famiiy. 
This feast was originally designed for the poor's relief 
and ye exclude them from it. 

Observe 1. The despising the poor members of the 
church, is a despising of the church itself, yea, Christ 
the head of the church, as he that pincheth the {ittl^ 
toe, paineth the whole body and the head too. 

Observe 2. With what lenity and mildness the apostle 
reproves these great disorders, Shall I praise you ? It 
was the £rst time he had told them of their faults, in 
hopes of amendment, and therefore jAoib it gently ; and 
some think this gentle way.of reproof had the due effect^ 
because no fault is taxed, ip the second epistle that ws^ 
reproved in the first. 

Verse 23. For I have received of the Lord, that which 
I also delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread, 

^4. And ivhen he bad given thanks, he brake it, and 
said. Take, eat ; this is. my body which is broken for 
you : This do in remembrance of me- 

25. After the same manner also be took the cup, when 
he had supped, sa3/lng, This cup is the New Testament 
in my blood ; this do ye, as oft as ye dribk it, in remem- 
brance of me. 

26. For as oft as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. 

After reproving their disorders, he reduces them to 
the primitive institution, and tells them, how he came by 
the knowledge of it, seeing he was not among the apos- 
tles at the first institution. It was by revelation from 
Christ, and what he had received of the Lord he com- 
municated to them without, varying from the truth in the 
]east, without adding or diminishing. As if he had said. 
As for these love feasts preceding the Lord^s supper,.! 
received nothing from the Lord ; you have borrowed 
tbesi from Jews or heathens ; but all that I received 
from the Lord concerning the Lord'« %vx^^^\ A^^"^^ ^^"^ 



Iiefbreyou. And indeed he givi's a more particukr aQ 

count of llie iostJIutiofi than we meet ivith eliewtiere..^ 

1. We have the auihor of il, the Lord Jesas Chti^ 
Obs. 'Tis an act of Christ's royai power and author^ 
as King; and Head of thQ church, to inglilute sacramenti. 
The Church has no poiver to appoint euch, but only [• 
execute aoil administer what-Christ appoints: Ani\ as it 
is Christ's ordinance, we should have a special regard to 
it, and not profane or neglect it. 

2. Via have (he lime of the institution, (he same nigltl 
in which he was betrayed; when he was entering on his 

' soul MfTeringsin the gartJeo, and going' next A^y lo the 
cross; a night much to be remembered, being the last 
night before Chriit's death ; the night therein hebegan 

'bia 'oiLler agonies, aod sweat the bloody sweat for us; a 
night, wherein he saw heaven, earth, and hell, even jui- 

•tice, men, and defilt, drawn up in batlle array againtt 

• him. A woodrous ioslance nf his lore, in epcnjiaj ft 

-tnucb of that little lime he had in the world (wheu he 
seemed lo have more need to mind himself) in settling an 
ordinance for the confirmation and consolation of his peo- 
ple lo the end of the world. Whatever come of himself, 
his people must not be forgot. Observe from the time 
of the institution, the night before his suffering, that il 
is' vety necessary when suSering« are .approaching, 1^ 
have recourse (o !he Lord's table, which aflbr-ijs boiif M 

.antidote against fear, anil a Fesloralive and cordial to faith. 

'Wherefore Christ, for our example, comaiuDicated mlb 
his diaciplcs the nig4it before he sufTered. 

3. We have the escramenlal elements, or the me^- 
rative.significalive.and instructive signs, bread aqd wise. 

4. The things signifiad. thereby, the body anil blood of 
Cbri»t, bin body broken and blood shed, together with all 
the benefits which flow from lui ^ath and aacriSce. 

Observe I. There is no tFanaabstantiition, as the P»- 
pista abturdly imagine. Why? Paul calls that which it 
eaten bread, five times over in this passage, and eren.af- 
(er vihat the Papists call coosf cration. A plain argiimeat 
that the ApOitle kaeiv nothing of tbeip jnonstrons dqc- 
trine, which makes the breath by ihe words, of conaecra* 
tint! lo be ehanged into the substance orChrist'f .body, 
ooij' the accidants of bread reraaining, which aSrqiniftaOd 
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our senses. 'Tig called his body, because it was a sigQ 
and representation of It, not his real body to be sdre ;for 
then" it wonid follow, that Christ eat his own body while 
alive, and that his disciples drd the same ; yea, th^tthey 
devoured that body overnight which hung upon the crosa 
next morning, with a thousand such like absurdities.— 
But whether the Papists will or not, they must admit of 
a figurative expression in this passage ; for when Christ 
says, This Cup is the New Testament in my blood, they 
must mean that which was in the cup, and not the vessel 
that held it ; and this is the ordinary sacramental dialect, 
concerning circumcision and the passover. Circumcision 
is called God's covenant, Gen. xvii. 18.1. e. the sign of it. 
Also the Lamb is called the passover, Exod. xii. 1 1 . i. e. the 
Align of it. 'Tis true the heathens laid it to the charge of the 
primitive Christians^hat they eat human flesh; butfalsely* 
as it appears by the apology made for the primitive Chris- 
tirins, by Tertullian and others ; which apology had been 
false, had they eaten the flesh of Christ in the sacrament 
it hath been always reckoned a most detestable thing to 
eat human flesh, and much more it is to eat the God we 
fvofship, and devour him whom we pretend to adore. 
. Observe 21. That both bread and ^up are used togeth- 
er, which shews the unwaricantable usurpation of the P)i» 
pists in depriving the laity of the cup. It is directly con- 
Irary to Christ's institution ; for our Saviour (as it were) 
foreseeing the Papists' encroachment in this matter, is 
more express in his injunction concerning the cup^ thao 
the bread in these words, Matth. xzvi. 27. Drink ye all of 
it ; and their obedience is recorded of the cup, and not 
of the bread, Mark xiv. 27. And they all drank of it. 
Now, why is Christ so express in this ? Surely it was, be- 
cause he foresaw in the after ages this ordinance would 
be dismembered, by the prohibition of the cup to the la* 
ity, and that by the Popish councils and canons, with an 
express non obstante to the command of Christ. 

6. We have the sacramental actions both on the minis- 
t^r's and people's part. 

For the first. Our Lord took the bread, be blessed it, 
he brake it, he gave it to his disciples. 1. The taking 
of bread signifies God's chusing, setting apart, and ap- 
pointing Christ to be a surety and sacrifice, and laying on 
him the sins of his people. 2. The blessing signifies his 
quallfyiDg aod furnishing Chrisl mV\i ^\\ ^?\a ^xsA. ^"^^^"^ 
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aeedful for the discharge of his mediatory office, and for 
answering his peoples exigencies. 3. The breaking sig- 
nifies all Christ's breakings, bruisings, and wonndings, 
both in soul and body, which were for our sins, in otder 
to satisfy divine justice, and procure salvation for ns. 4. 
The giving signifies hit^ ofiering, giving, and actnallj be- 
stowing Christ anj all his benefits on us. There is vb 
promise reserved, no blesstngs excepted or k^pt hadk^ 
all is theirs. . 

Sdly, The actions on the commnnibant^s part are ttf 
take, to eat, and drink in remembrance of Christ. 

Quest. What is meant by taking this bread ? Ans. It'is 
the accepting of Christ as he is offered to ii» ; a receir* 
injg the atonement, approving of it, consenting to it, com- 
ing up to the terms on which tht* benefit is proposed to 
us. It is an accepting of Christ's grace, and siibmrtting 
to his government. Believing on Christ is expressed by 
taking or receiving of him. Well then, when we are 
bid take this bread, we are bid take Christ and all the 
benefits of his purchase '^ and thai sincerely and honest* 
)y, without dissimulation ; entirely, fully, and without ex- 
ception ; with close and particular application, saying, 
My Lord and my God ; with thankfulness and praise for 
such a glorious surety, such a rich purchase, such a free 
covenant, and such suitable promises : with hu:nility and 
self-denial renouncing all confidence in our own prepa- 
rations, or quali^calions of any sort, S3}ing, In the Lord 
only have I righteousness and strength ; and with full as- 
surance of faith looking on the bread, as the Lord's seal 
and pledge of our interest in, and title to the blessing;? of 
the covena«t ; and as a token from Christ that his body 
was broken for us ; believing that Christ and all the bless- 
ings of the covenant are herewith given to us, as really 
as Christ gives the bread into our hands. 

Q,4ie$t. What is meant by eating this bread ? Ans. It 
signifies our feeding by faith upon Christ and his benefits, 
which is done by our believing the report concerning' 
Christ and his purchase, and making a particular applichw 
tion of Christ and hi«« benefits unto our souls, and their 
various necessities and exigencies. And particularly this 
eating signifies, 1. Our union with Christ. 2. Our satis- 
faction and complacency in hi.ii. 3. Our receiving 
iP/refig'f/i and increase of grace fcQmCh^Ut 4, Our tnk- 
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ing iufestmcnt and possession of Chrkt and his purchase 
as our inheritance, and receiving this outward sign as a 
^>ledge of the whole. 

As. (he words concerning the cup, This cup is the New 
Testament in my blood, shed for many, for the remission 
of sins ; it is a figurative speech, signifying that the wine 
in the cup, as representing.the shedding of Christ's blood, 
is a sign and seal of Christ's Testament or Covenant of 
grace, contirmed by his blood. From which we may ob- 
serve, K That every worthy communicant doth here 
get a copy of Christ'sTestament put into his hands, with 
all the legacies and blessings it contains, such as pardon 
xif sin, peace , with God, wisdom, righteousness, sancliii- 
catiuQ,/redemptioOy grace, and glory. Which Testament 
if we take hold of^ and acquiesce in the method of sal- 
tation contained -in it, and can prove ourTelafion to the 
Testator by faith andregenerationi we are children and 
iieirs, and have an interest therein, Obs. 2. What it 
'Was that purchased the New Testament to us, even 
Christ's blood ; there is never a line we read or hear of 
the New Testament, but we should mind the blood of 
Christ. Had it- not been for the bfood of Christ,- we had 
»never had the New Testament-written, and had it not been 
for the New Testament, we had never hnown the mean- 
ing of Christ's blood shed. 

6. We have the ends of the instit^ition. -1. To keep 
lip the rem€nibrance of Christ. Christ knew how apt ou-r 
base hearts would be to forget him amidst the throng of 
sensible objects as we here converse with ; and how much 
our fbrgetfulness of Christ would be to our prejudice and 
disadvantage, anil therefore he -appoints this ordinance^ 
to bring Christ, his death and love to our believing, af- 
fectionate, and thankful remembrance. 5. To shew 
£:)rth his death, i. e. to declare, publish and proclaim it. 
It is not barely in remembrance of Christ, of what he 
bath done and suffered, but also to celebrate, publish, and 
proclaim his glorious condescension, his love and favour 
to lost sinners. We declare bis death to be our life, and 
the spring, of ^11 out comforts and bopes. We glory in 
this atonement and sacrifice, and spread it before God as 
•our only ransom. We set it in thd view of our faith for 
aur (quickening arid comfort We owivit before the world, 
.as the on Ij^ ground of our4aope ; and lh^tyj^a.t^\.Vv<i^v^- 
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riples of a crncified Christ, who trust in him alone for 
talvatton and acceptance w4th God. 

7. We have a mandate or charge given for the cele- 
bration of this ordinance, and for doing it frequently. 
Our Lord's command is twice repeated for security, Thn 
do, this do ye. It was our Lord's will that we shodU 
celebrate the memorial of his death and pas»on. it is 
the will of our sovereign Lord and Lawgiver, the express 
command of a Saviour, jfea, of a dying Saviour. A com' 
mand of love ; and it is such a oommand, as, if we duly | 
observe it, will he a blessed means to enable us to ob> 
serve all the commands of God the better. It is 8U€b a 
command, as whosoever lives in the wilAil ne^ectofit, 
cannot be called a Christian, but will be treated by Christ 
-at the great day, as an enemy and despiser o€ his dyiop 
love. Wherefore 'tis our duty not only to coromuoicate 
and partake of this ordinance, but we must -do 4 1 oHen. 
We cannot maintain bodily health and strength without 
frequent meals, so neither can- we maintain soul health 
and strength without this spiritual diet frequently taken 
and received. The ancient churches celebrated this or- 
rJinance every Lonrs day. Let us be thankful 4bat we 
have this spiritual meal more frequently tendered to us 
than formerly. O for sharpened a[>petites for our food! 

8. We have the perpetuity of the ordinance. It is to 
he celebrated till the Lord come the second time, with- 
out sin, for the salvation of lliem that believe, and to 
y\(l^e the worhl. Observe 1. 'I'fjat the Lord's supper is 
not a temporary, but a standing and perpetual ordinance. 
x2. That there is no need of sacraments in heaven, for 
Christ is there bodily present. Faith is then changed 
ifito vision, and hope into fruition. Here we hold com- 
munion with him by signs and S3rabols, but a-bove we will 
see him as he is, and enjoy biin perfectly. 'J'he day 
will then break, and all the shadows will flee awav. 

Verse 27. Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this bread, 
and drink this cup of the Lord nnwortkilVj shall be guilty 
of the body and blood of tlie Lord. 

28. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup. 

29. Frr he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
snd drinketh damnation to himseir, not discerning Ibe 

Lord's body. 
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' The a pottle having declared the original institntioo of 
the Lord's supper, he comes now to instruct the Cocin- 
thians in the right use of it, and to beware of profaning 
and abusing this ordinance as they had done. 

Observe 1. The sin which he warns them of, viz. £at« 
jng and drinking unworthily. Qqest What is this ? Ans. 
It is not a weak faiths or weakness in knowledge, or want 
of perfect holiness, or freedom from sin, that will denom- 
inate a person an unworthy receiver ; for this ordinance 
wa^ciOt instituted for angels, but for men, who are im- 
perfect land. sinful : But it is to come ignorant^ without 
due preparation, without faith, without repentance, with- 
out self examination, withomt resolution against sin, and 
without reooociliation to God or to our neighbour. 
> Observe 2. The guilt and heinonsnessofhissin : They 
are guilty oi the body and blood of the Lord. i. e. it id 
<an accession to the guilt of shedding the innocent blood 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is an implicit 
approbation of the Jews^ act in crucifying Christ, it is a 
trampling Christ's blood under our feet. It is a crucify- 
ing Christ afresh, and harbouring the traitors and ene- 
.iaies of Christ in our bosom. 

Observe 3. The danger of it, eating and drinking dam- 
nation to ourselves, i. e. they provoke God to inflict sore 
^dgments on tbem, temporal and spiritual judgments 
here, and eternal judgments hereaAer. Ibe meaning is 
pot, that this sin is unpardonable, but that it deserves 
damnation, and. will bring it on, without repentance, and 
dying to the blood of Christ for cleansing. Every sin is 
tn its own nature damning, and therefore such a heinous 
4in« as profaning this holy ordinance, must surely be so. 
But timorous and fearful believers should not be discour- 
aged from atteniKngthis holy ordinance by the sound of 
this word, as if they bound upon themselves the sentence 
of damnation, by coming to the Lord's table unprepared. 
For hearing and praying unworthily incurs damnation, as 
■ well as communicating unworthily. But this sin, as well 
as others, leaves room for forgiveness upon repentance. 

Observe 4. That unworthy receivers of the Lord's sup- 
per do contract great gnilt, and rocur great danger to 
them$elves. And therefore they should be much con- 
ceraed to guard against this heinous and dangerous fin, 

B b 
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%ni cry whh the Psalnrisf, Lord,'dieliVef os from Uilod 
^oiliiBess. 

*Ob6erye 5. It i« only jodgment to himself^ it is pbt to 
. another that receives with him. For if a Wicked ibimi^s 
fiVetence at the sacrament should pollote the oriTioance 
to a worthj receiver, then Christ'and his efeVen Sf^fKes 
ivere <le£Led hy the compaoj of Jodas at the passi^fer, 
at which he certMofy'Wa^ and, as maoji^ think,' at- tb 
|«ord*s sopfter al9<o. ^Vhtoh is Rbsord. 

Wa h»ve in^erae 28th, the^uty repaired Sir preTeBt- 
ing Ihe ein and dai^er-of unviN^rthy commanicaiiii^ ani 
that is the great and necessary duty of sell^examkM^liml 
It is a metaphor taken frpm goldsmrths, who try tj^i^ troth 
of their g^old by the touchstone, thef>urity of their ioi^ 
by the fire, and (he weijrht of it by the scale. We have 
here 1^ The person examining, let a aiaii ekafoide. ti. 
The ^person examined, it is himself; he 4s to call htoMkjljf 
to the bar of conscience, and put questions to biiDseK 
i. Conceroiog bis state, ^whether he has a right tocoipe 
or not. '2. His sins and short comings. 3. Mis wants 
and necessities. 4. His ends and designs; whether it 
be to obey the charge of his dying Savioui;, to shew forth 
his desth, renew and seal his covenant with Ciod, get 
nearness and communion with him, nourishment to his 
soiil^ and supply to his wants. And 5. Concerning bis, 
graces and qualifications, particrlarly as td knowledge, 
iailb, repentance, fear, love, thankfulness, holy desires, 
and new obedience. 

Observe i. It is not enough that a minister examine 
us, before .partaking. We must examine oni-selves, for 
we only can <try our own hearts and thoughts, which a 
minister cannot. 

Observe ?. Our main concern before partaking is a- 
bout ourselves. It is tiot about e^xamining others, but 
about examining our-selves that we are to be (employed. 
It is not what he or she is that .is to communicate with 
CIS, bnt what I am myself. 

Observe 3. It should therefore be our singular care 
before communicating, to -examine oivrselves, and com- 
mune with onr pwn^heairts, as lo our right ^o and fitness 
for the Lord's table. 

We have in verse 29th, the true cause of unworthy 
communicating, not discemng vV\e l^o^^'^Vio^^ \ V^.w^< 
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TnakJDg a disiioctiorv between this bread and commoD 
bread ; betwixt the Lord's body, and the body ot a mere 
inan ; not prizing and esteeming the body of a crucified 
Jesus as tbe meritorious ground of our justification. 

Verse 30, For this cause many are weak and skkly 
among you and many s^ep. 

Some were punished with -sickness and weakness, and 
some wrth death, for their irreverence in app.oachiog to 
the Lord's table. 

Observe 1. That careless and irreverent partaking 
brings ou temporal judgments, as well as spiritual dnd 
e-ternraL 

Observe 2. That God may punish his own peoplie with 
temp(yt>ai judgments, for several of those so punished 
were if^a' stale of favour with God, as appears from the 
word sleep,, the death of the wicked being hardly called 
sjeep in any place of Scripture ; and from verse 32, they 
were cha&lened of the Lord, that they might not be con- 
deomed with ihc worlds Now, divine chastening is a 
sign ^ of divine love. 

. Observe 3* That the holiness of an ordinance, or the 
hisbitoial holiness of 9^ person, will not exempt him from 
Gbd^s displeasure and the infliction of temporal judg- 
inents here in this life, if he do not by actual preparsr- 
lion sanctify the name of God in the duty and ordinances 
of his worship. n 

Observe 4. That God punishes hi& people nowtopre* 
•V6nt their eternal woe. 

Verse 31. For if we would judge ourselves, we should 
not be judged. 

If we would examine, try, censure, and sentence our- 
selves, and sO'Come to the o>rd*s table, we would escapis 
the Gastigatory punisbmept; and condemnatory senteope 
^fGod. Observe L That a^ it is- dor duty often taeza- 
BiiDe and judge ourselves, so self jjudgtng. will preserve 
iM from^ the condeiBoalioo and judgn»eiit of God. 2. 1 hat 
those who through weakness of understanding are not 
capable to examine themselves> ape by no means fit to 
partake of this ordinance. 

Verse 32. But when we are jucfged, we are chastened 
. of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the 
world. 
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The nature of these judgments, of affliciire efiU, 
which befal the children of God in this life ; thejf are 
cbastenings, we are chastened of tht Lord, To be chasten- 
ed has a double aspect, first open our privilege, it de- 
notes oor relation, as children to God our Faih«r. Chast- 
enings are a part of his children's portion ; yet in tbal 
vfe are chadtened, it taies us with weakness ; we are 
foolish and unrnly, aDdU)erefor.e,.so]ongas we are here, 
must always go with a rod ai oar back. Christ, wbo 
was also a son, was chastened* The chastisenient of oqf 
peace was upon hhn; but his were judicatory chastise- 
ments, not as a child« but as an enemj, a male (act or« in 
our sCead. Observe, The merciful design of God in 
chastening his children, is to prevent theircondemnatibo.' 
When therefore at any time we are under chastisement, 
let OS justify God, ami condemn ourselves, seeing hh 
rbastisements are designed ta prevent oor condemnation. 
Verse8-33, S4, 35. Wherefore, thy brethren, when ye 
4:omc together to eat, tarry 4[>ne for another. AnJjfany 
man hunger, let him eat at heme, that ye come not 
together unto condemnation. And the. rest will I sldtm 
ortler when I come. . 

The apostle closes all with a cantion, to beware of the 
^irpeguhrities they had been guilty of, and to rectify 
them, thnt they come not together unto condemnation. 
Observe !• That onr holy duties through our own ab«ise 
may prove matter of condemnation. Christians may- keep 
sabbaths, hear «ermons< perform prayers, attend aaerap* 
menlp, and only aggravate their guilt, and bring on a 
heavier doom on themselves. Observe 2. We have 
great need to see that we come to God in due order. 

Lastly, he teils them, that as to the other points of 
church order, he wonid determine them, when he came 
among them : The rest will I set in order when I come. 
Such unchristian disorders may arise in the church, as 
will require the presence and coming of an apostle lo 
correct and reform thena. 
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Joshua iii. 8, ifittUKf]^ fiftii^ehet, for to-marred ike 
Lord nntl do VBOnitft^tftoOg |ftrtrw 

ii^ this chapter we bavie tlie hhUOff '^f IsraelV passiog 
through Jordan to Canaan ; atr(f » i^Cry ttemarable his- 
tory it is, for long after tb^y ar« biiEto femember what 
God did for them between^ Sbtltim and Gilga(, Mlcah vi. 
5. 'i'hat thej may k^iow the rigbteousnesi) ef the Lord. 
.Shittim i^^as the place wliere they decamped, aad Gilgal 
where they next pitched. See Joshua iii. 1. compared 
with Joshua Iv, 19. He orders them to tnvrch up to the 
river side, where they came and lodged, Ihoogb they 
were unprovided of means to pass it Ui.lhtri^reftoafy \vay. 
Though they had neither boats nor brii!^^», yet they g9 
forward in faith, trusting God's pow^Srtd promise. It 
was told- them^ Jd.^hua i. H. that ^y 'should pass it. 
We must go on in the way of our ^uty, though we fere- 
see diflicullics, trusting God to help us through them 
when we come to tliem. The people ace directed to fol- 
low the Ark, v. 3. when borne by the Triesti! andLieyites, 
to teach us closely to attend ordinances, if we would have 
the mark$ of God's favour and special presence. 

In the text we have two^ things,. I. A Commafld. 2. 
Reasons given for it. 

As to the first, Sanctify yourselves. Tbe VFord sanctifjf 
lias divers acceptations in scripture.. Sometinies it is 
applied to God ; we are comfaanded to sa^nctUy the Lord, 
that is, to think and speak reverently of him» or humbly 
to worship him. At other times we are eommanded to 
sanctity ourselves^ and then it imports several things: 
1* Our separating or setting ourselves apart to some hol^ 

B b« 
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use. 2. Our cleanning ourselves from all eeremoiiial 
pollution. 3. Our preparing our^elf es for some solemn 
or sacred action, by the use of some sacced rites or cere- 
monies, such as legal washing, &c. 4. Our putting oar- 
selves in a suitable frame for attending on God's worship* 
6. Our purifying ourselves inwardly from sin, and adonh ; 
ing ourselves with holiness, i might cite scripture for 
all the signiticatioos of the word, as Eiod. xix. 22. Josh. 
viL 13. I Cor. zv. 1%. 2 Chron. v. U. xxiz. 5. xxx. 3. 
Slc. I shall take it here as comprehending somethmgof 
ftU these senses, especially the people preparing tbem- 
selves to attend the ark, and the discovering of God's 
power, glory, and goodness, with a suitable sorroir 
and awful frame of spirit, befitting such a great oc- 
casion. 

2. We have the reasons for it, For to-morrow the 
Lord will do wonders amongst you. See how magDii- 
cently he speaks of God's works, he calls them wonders; 
and indeed these were so, the dividing of the waters of 
Jordan, and making them to stand up as a heap, and 
(hen to run back, turning fluids into solids, and causing 
(he Israelites to walk through the rapid river upon solid 
dry ground. All these were great wonders of God's 
power and goodness towards Israel. Now, says Joshua, 
since God is about to give yon such uncommon instances 
of his power and favour, Sanctify yourselves, compose 
your minds by meditation, prayer, and abstractedoeM 
from the world, that ye may be in cai»e for a careful and 
religious observation of his wonderful works, and to re* 
I'ive the discovery of his glory, and the comnnunicatioDS 
if his goodness, that so ye mny give* God all (he glory, 
and take to yourselves the comfort of his wondrous 
works and gracious appearances. 

Doctrine. Wl»enGod is about to make wonderful dis- 
t overies of hi« glory and goodness to his people, then. 
»hey should make solemn preparation for observing and 
vcceiving of the same. For confirmation whereof, sec 
t\xoi\. xix. 10, 11. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go 
unto the people, and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, 
and let them wash their clothes, and be ready, against 
the third day; for the third (i?.y the Lord will come 
Jown in thp sight of M Uve veo^Ie, upon mount Sinai, 
(^r, 2(IJy , W hca O o4 i^V^ Vv^«.V \si\ v\\ ^ ^^^^^ %"^^^ %^<mW 
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prepare themseWes to attend bitit^ 1 Sam. i?i. 4.-5. And 
Samuel did that ivhicb tbe Loid spake, and caioe to 
Betblehein ; and ihe elders of tbe to^n trembled- at hia 
coming, and said, Comeattboa peaceably? and be said* 
Peaceably yl am come to sacrifice onto the Lord i Sanc- 
tify yoiKsielves, and come- with me to tbe sacrifice.* - ^ 

Method, i. When it is that tbe Lord makes such woin 
derfal discoveries of himself to bis people. . : 

n. Wherein the preparation for waiting on tbe won- 
der-working God doth lie. 

III. Tbe properties of tbi9 preparation. 

IV. The necessity of it. 

V. And lastlyt I shall make application. 

1. As to the first head. When it is that the Lord makes 
glorious and wonderful discoveries of himself to a peo- 
ple. 1. When, notwithstanding of grievous sins and pro- 
Tocations, he averts, threatening' and impending judg- 
ments, and comes to them in a way of mercy ; a» wbeti 
he threatens famine and scarcity, he sends fruitful sea- 
sons and plenty -of bread ; when be threatens the* noi- 
some pestilence, he removes it and sends health ; wheh 
he threatens a bloody aword, he sheaths it up, and sends 
peace and safety* 

2. When he is pleased to quell the ehorch'a enemies 
and persecutors, to deliver his people from tbeir oppres- 
-sionsy and give them the freedom of their assemblies, and 
of observing God's ifistitutions in purity. 

3. When he pours out a spirit of reformation on all 
ranks and degrees, so that people generally turn to the 
Lord, prize ordinances, prayer, family worship, and ap- 
pear against vice. 

4. When God pours out his Spirit on the assemblies of 
bis people, so that the preaching of the govpel is attend- 
ed with life, power and success, to the melting of hearts, 
and converting of soqIs. 

5* When he discovers a Redeemer to a lost sinkif^ 
soul ; when a poor self-condemned .akuaer, that wasat his 
wit's end, gets a sight of the possibility of salvation 
through the satisfaction of Christ. 

• 6. When he sets forth Chrisf ciucified before our ey6« 
4n tbe sacram'ent ; when he displays therein tbe wisdom, 
jostice, love, and goodness of God to sinners in a most 
iirely manner. 
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7. Wh60 he retarof tnd makM'bii f»eople*8ikjWetiE 
ftfteraloog night of deseilioo ; wheo he maket fight t«- 
ariie and i^ine to them that were in darkness, and o^est 
the door of his presence chamber. 

8. When he , gives them the Tictory over 8atiB% 
temptatioos and assanks, afler long sufferings and' aiiB^ 
iicts, an«1 speaks to them as to Pant, 2 Cori »i. 9. Mj 
mee is sofficient for thee ;. lor my strength' is.made peN 
net in we^nessv ^ 

9. When he meets with them«4n ordinances^ fooi^ 
their bonds, frees them from straitenings in doty, and eo- 
larees their hearts in prayer. Mid ensUes tiien to poar 
forth their complaints and requests before the Lord. 

10. When he comes with a return to their prajen ; 
particolarly, 1 . Bj lifting on them the light of his-coofr* 
tenanee ; or, 2. By giving them a view of their eoveoaat 
rehition to God; a well grounded hope of heaven, and 
new- strength .to grapple- with sin, perform duties, and 
bear trials. 

11. When he comes and gives a glorious discotreiy of 
his greatness and majesty^' so as- to fill them with awfot 
lear and reverence of God, and makes tfaem cry, Lord, 
what is man, (hat thoa art mindful of him ? O the ud^ 
speakable distance that is between God and us ! God ib 
glorious, and the creature is nothing. 

12» .When he comes aud gives the soul a glorious dis- 
covery of the hohness and purity of God, in his nature, 
his law, and his works, as he did to Job, making him 
ery, Behold I anr^ vile : «nd to Isaiah-, Woe \h me, 
for I am. undone, because I am a man of unclean lips. 

13. When he gives a glorious discovery of the good- 
ness and mercy of God, particularly in these instances, 
J. The glorious contrivance of our redemption, by send* 
ing^ Christ to save us. 2. In pardoning guilty sinners so 
many crimes, and making them cry, as Micah vii. 18. 
Who is a God hke unto thee, that pardonelh iniquity, and 
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his herit- 
age ? He iretaineth not his atvger for ever, because be 
deligbteth in mercy. 3. In taking rebellious traitors and 
enemies to G^d, to be children of GU>d, and. favourites 
of hea?en. 4. In exalting them above angels ibat never 
sinned, and providing glorious mansions for them* 
14, ^lien^e comes *m iVie ot^\^;it[i^^^^ ^wd chickens 



APPENDIX^ 809 

the dead and languishing graces of bis people ; as 1. 
When be melts their bard hearts into the exercise of re- 
pentance and mourning for sin. 2, When he comes aa4 
actuates their faith, enables the weak sinner to go out to 
Christ, cast his soul and lay his burden on him, and whol- 
ly to look to him, and lean on him for pardon end salva- 
tion. -3. When he comes and makes their hearts burn 
with love to himself, and to precious Christ the Mediator, 
while he talks to them and opens up the Scriptures. - 4. 
When he draws out the desires and pantiogs of the soul 
towards himself. 5. When he quickens the spirit. of 
prayer, and elevates the heart for praise, and enables 
the soul for every duty. 

II. As the second head, wherein this preparation and 
sanctifying of (he heart for waiting-on God io ordinanceSi 
doth lie. First, It supposes, 1. That we are naturally 
unfit and unprepared for approaching to God. 2. It sup- 
poses a \Tork of God's grace and Spirit on the heart ; he 
only fits the soul for spiritual things. It is God that work- 
clh in us both to will and do of his good pleasure. The 
t)reparation of the heart in man, and the answer of the 
tongue is from the Lord, Prov. xvi. 1. * 

Secondly, It directly imports these things; 1« The 
soul's being in a gracious state, translated from oatnreto 
grace by the Spirit of God, and that the soul is recon- 
ciled to God by the blood of Christ, and a work of sancti* 
fication begun ;* tvithoiit this we cannot be accepted. 

2. It lies in bringing our hearts with us, and engaging 
all the powers and faculties of our souls to ettend 
God in duty, Psal Ixxxvi. 1 1. Unite my heart to fear thy 
name ; and, Psal. cxix. 10. With my whole heart have I 
sought thee« 

3. It lies in our having right thoughts and uptakings of 
Ihat gracious God whom we approach to ; 1. That we 
believe that God is, and is a rewarder of them that dili* 
gently seek him. 2^ That he, incomprehensibly great 
and glorious, fills the heavens and earth with his presence, 
and that great fear and reverence is due to him. 3. That 
he is glorious in holiness, and of purer eyes than that he 
can behold iniquity. 4. That he is spotless in justice, 
and will by no n^eans clear the guilty. 5. That he is 
omnipotent in power, for protecting his people, and de* 
ftroying his enemies. 6. That he tsmatchileaai^ cU^« 
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•■GjpBDd mercy, euj to be eotrcated, aoil ready la for- 
give through Chrisl. 7. That be it faUhful, aoJ ktepi 
cMenaot forever. 

4. It liea in bavihg hoinhlt and low Ihcnghls of oar- 
ulvea, u unworlby to flpproach toGod, or receive ao^ 
t^n of M* Jarder. The sosl that i^ ^anclllged and pre- 
pared for apyroachlDf to Go'l, balbe deep sense ofCorm- 
erWM Bad nMKarriagei, wooden at Gnd's palrtace, 
tbU Um cartb hilfa vot opeDed its luouth to snalloiv ii 
up ere nv. 

&ltKeS'iiicIeanaiagBn4panryingoiir?c>lve3, ti; search- 
inglbt umI Ibrowiog o«t aU Ihoee mus And evils that un^ ' 
fit na for converte nith God. If Me woul<l have Gud tp 
aceept iia,'ive maat regard no infquily in our beam; 
particalarly, 1. We musi cati outpri>le and self-conceil. 
If m have a good opinion of ouneh'e^, our duties and 
peribrmaDcca, God will not accept tis; ne mu^t count 
aU' but lott «nd dang lor Cbriit. t. Worldliness, and 
tbsoghla aboDl earth)} Ihiiwa. 3. Unhcliefan.! doublings 
cvtceromg the trt|tha of -Gnd. 4. Malice and revenge. 
6- Vain- and wandering tfaooghts^ Und seek, (a have ou£ 
bearta fixed, P^al. Ivi. 

6; It lies in our retirednesa and abet ractedn ess froU 
the World aail earthly tboiighta. In the temple, for S|' 
much flexh as wag used there for the sacrifice, aot one 
fly wa* (eeo stirring ; which teachetb ns to drive away, 
the flies of worldly thoughts in God's pretence, that tbej' 
do not spoil or corrupt the sacrifice, as that grievom ' 
•warm of fiiea did every thing in the land of {^gypt.Eiod. ' 
viii- S't. Do as Abraham, when he went to approach God ' 
and to »a£cifice on moanl Moriah^Gen. ixii. 4. 6. When 
be saw the place aiar off, he said to his young men. Abide 
you here wilfa lh« ass, and I and the lad wiS go yeiider 
and worship. He knew that if tbey bad gone along wil^ 
faim, they would so dtslracl bim with their clamoar, that 
be could not offer Bacrifice with tbal freedom and trao- . 
quitity of spirit requisite. 

7. It liea in examining the principles from which yoit 
act, and ends to which you move in duty. The princi- 
ple» nmst be faith and love ; the belief of God's commaod, 
and the love of Christ, must constrain yoa to duty. Tour 
ends tnuet be to glorify God and enjoy hitn ; not as the 
PbatiaecB, to be aeea ot-taea-, ao\. i«,^it,l cod^ to get a.. 
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reward. Selfish and legal ends are as a dead fly to spoil 
(he ointment, and make dqties onsavoary to God. O for 
right priociplest pure and spiritual endo ! 

'8. It consists in labouring to get the heart jp a saitable 
firaone for converse with God ; as, 1. In a hanible and 
self-denied frame. 2. In a spiritual and heavenly frame. 
3. In a fixed and stayed frame, calling in allstraying and 
wandering thoughts, breathings out that prayer, Psal. 
bixxvi. 11. 4. In a loving and an afifectionate frame ; for 
Crod in love, and love is the cement between God and the 
«ox}l in duty. 5. In aicaulious and watching frame, guard- 
ing always against everything that may creep in, to in- 
dtspose yon ^r communion with 'God, 9?nd mar your ac- 
cess to him. 6- In an active and lively frame ; all the 
-spices should flow oiit, 411 .the graces should ^he .in ezer- 
.eise. 

-/:9. It lies in awakening our souls i/^hich are naturally 
(dqtl and drowsy, to activity and liveliness in duty, as Da- 
tid, Psai. Ivii. 8. Awake up, my glory, awake, psahry and 
harp: .1 myself will awake early. Psa^L ciii. 1. Blessihe 
Lord,0 my soui, and all that is within' me, tMess bis holy 
•name. Be stirred up all that is withm me ; ^here must 
^be a stirring up of our souls to take;holtUof<jod, Isa. lxiv» 
V Put forth yoUiT sprritual strength to the utmost ; pray 
with the most fervent importunity ; prajse with spiritual 
elevation of heart; iove "God with the most sublime af- 
fections; and -do ail in some proportion to the greatness 
^fjthat God with whom yon have to do, Psai. c). .2. Praise 
Aifli according to his excellent greatness. 

' io. It lies in our jparnost prayers to Qod to sanctify 
•os'^; for we must put it back on himvfmd pray for the 
aa'njP^v^ng influences of his Spirit, for the aubduing of 
^sifi.'qoickeuing grace, and perfecting holiness in tkeiear 
«pf. G<«1. 

III. As to the third head, the properties of this prep- 
^dration ; ;I. It must be timeous preparation. The Jews 
took time to prepare for approaching God in the passo- 
Ter, they had the lamb for days before in their houses, 
4iei to. their bed posts, that hearing constantly its bleat- 
ing they might look back to Kl^ypt, and remember the 
-sorrows and bondage they endured there, and be thank- 
iiil for their redemption ; and especiall}' "for their.ddi^- 
^jraDce from the destroying aagel \.Via< m^\\V. V^ ^^J^afc^ 
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^€T their hoofes, which were sprinkled with the bloo4 
gfthe Lemb ; and that they might look fi>rward to the ; 
MeesiaK, and remember the bitter agonies and sufferings 
he was to eodare for their sins. 

2. Inwar4 pre|»aration. It.mnst tie mainlj in the hearty 
1^ grave decent carriage is needfql indeed* bnt God loelg 
io more than the^ntward appeariMice, even to the heaii. 

3. Conscientious preparation, doing adlas m the sif^ 
of God, before whom all things are Baii(ed luadhaie* 
Stodjr te have single ends and aims to jf^Msifj 9od| aed , 
obej our I#ord and Saviour's call. 

4. Diligent preparation, not dealing with a slack hand* 
hot applying your souls with the greatest «€tfvi}y le.tfas 
work in hand, betieving that yoursalvatioAiie^M&ettit 

6. Humble and self denied preparation, trnstiiig' in no- 
thing in yourselves, but in Christ; dependii^ on God 
that he would fit and prepare your hearts^ and accept 
jl^cioosly for Christ^s sake. . 

6. Universal preparation ; be mindfiil of dl the parts 
of it, especially of examining yourselves with r^&pect to 
your state, your siuA, your wants, your knowledge^ faitfar 
repentance, love, and new obedience. * 

IV. As to the fourth hearl, the necessity of this prepa- 
ration ; 1. Because of the falseness, sluggishness, and de- 
ceitfulness of our hearts ; they love to wander from God, 
and are bent to backsJide in dut^, as the wise man says, 
Eccles. X. 10. If the iron.be blunt, and he do not whet the 
edge, then must he put tu more strength. Labour to 
heat the iron, seeing a blunt iron, if hot, will pierce more 
easily than a sharper, if cold. Warm your hearts with 
the love and sufie rings of Christ. 

2. Because it is the heart God mainly seeks in duty, 
Prov. xxiii. 26. My 'Son, give me thine heart ; he says as 
Joseph concerning Benjamin, Except your brother be 
with you, I will not see your face. If the heart be not 
brought to him. there can be no acceptance. 

3. Because God is well pleased with them that do fo, 
as with Jehosapbat, 2 Chron xix. 3. Nevertheless there 
are good things, found in thee, that thou hast taken away 
the groves out of the land, and hast prepared thine heart 
to seek God. And he is highly displeased with those 
that do it not, as with Rehoboam, 2 Chron. xii. 14. And 

he did evil, because \ie ]^ie\^^t^dL uqX\i^\^^x\.v^ «eek 
iSod. 
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' . 4. because God, whom we approach to, is an infinite- 
ly holj and pure spirit, and will be worshipped in spirit 
and in truth. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Inference. I see hence the cause why so few get dis« 
icoveries of God's glory, and wonders of mercy, in the or- 
dinance, but meet with a hiding God, they do not sancti- 
fy themselves, and prepare their hearts in a suitable 
manner. 

. II.. Use of reproof to several : 1. To those who ap- 
proach God under the power of wandering and roving 
thoughts, their minds are not fixed, sanctified, and pre- 
pared; 2. To. those whose minds are going out after 
their eovetousness, wfien their bodies only are presented 
before God. 3. To those whx> are hypocritical and for- 
nLial in U)eir afiproaches to God. 4. To those whose 
liearts are dull and drowsy In God^s service. 

III. Use of trial. It concerns you upon this occasion 
to examine if your hearts be sanctified and prepared for 
approaching God to-morrow. It is highly necessary now 
4o examine yoor souls, Let a man examine himself, and 
BO let him eat. I fear there are many unsanctified and 
unprepared hearts among us. And in order to assist you 
therein, I shall give some marks, both negatively and pos- 
itively. 

1. Negatively, marks of unsanctified hearts : I. The 
ignorant heart that knows not Christ, nor has any uptak- 
ingof the way of salvation through his righteoHaness. 
Such are nwprepareil, and incapable of gracious com- 
munion with God. See how the promise runs, Jer. 
xxiv. 1 will give them an heart to know me, that I 
am the Lord, and they shall be my people, and I nil! 
be their God, for they shall return unto me with 
their whole heart. 2. The unbelieving heart is unpre- 
pared. 3. The impenitent heart. 4. The heart that 
liarbours Christ's enemy 5. The heart that hath no 
juve to Christ. 6. No love to the friends of Christ. 7, 
No hungering and thirstingafter Christ and bis righteous- 
ness. 8. That hath slight thoughts of his ordinances. 

9. Indifference about the success of the ordinances. 

10. That resists 4he motions of tlie Spirit. 11.- The 
heart that is drowsy, and at no paies to awaken itself. 
1*2* That is a stranger to itself, aud to s^V{-^iL^tiiv&^Vv^^> 

C c 
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Socb hearts are nnsancttfied andaoprepared for approach^ 
ing to God to-morrovf* 

2. Positive marks of hearts in some meaaore aaoctified 
and |>repared« !• Heana seDsible of their depravity 
mod aiofulness. Sv-That are aeosible of their need of 
Christ. 3. Hearts filbd with reveog'e agaiost aiiu: ,4* 
That are humble and lowly. & Hearts troubled foi^ hfiart 
plagues antl sioM. 6. 'Hearla that €ooaf»il44> the ^e)! 
ordered cofenant io all its artidea^ ?.. Hearts. that. ^m 
at commuaioo and fellowship with God io er^ryi diitj^, ;;.& 
Hearts Ihut hold oo in close purauit aAer Cbriatt' pot- 
withstanding discooragemenis and- diBappoiii|aat|itS£.aa 
Mary Magdalene, who w^iuld nol leaye lli»^Q|^%[^dhrc» 
when ethers left it. 9. Hearts that:ar« niisatiified 
with the best means aad ordinances^ if God to not 
found in them. lO.^Hearts that are applying Ibemaelfes 
tegevery duty in Cbmt*s strength* aayiug, aaithottt .Chr^l 
I can do nothing. 1), Hearts that are, troubled irheo 
they drire heavily in duty, and are weary oflhair remiss- 
ness. 12. Hearts tender ef- the peace of Goid» afraid of 
$in, and grieving the Spirit. 1.3. Hearts concerned about 
tlic success of this ordinafice', boih with respect to them- 
(•elves and others. 14. Hearts concerned for want of sui^ 
Ijcicrit pieparation, praying, with Hezekiah, for pardon 
and acoptance, thuugh not cleansed according to the 
puridcalion of the sanctuary, 2 Chron. xxx. 18, 19. 

4 V. -U«»e of exhortation. O com:nunicants sanctify our- 
selves against to-morrow, that the Lord may come dowD 
and i\o v^ouders among you, wonders (if merry for your 
sonh. 

Motive 1. Consider that the near approach you are to 
make to God at his table, to-morrow, is the nearest ap* 
proach you can possibly make on this side of death. Coo- 
sider what preparation God required of the Uraelites for 
receiving the iiery law at mount Sinai, Exod. xix. IO. 11. 
God commanded them to sanctiiy themselves, wash their 
clothes^ and be ready against the third day, for upon that 
duy the Lord would come down upon mount Sinai, in 
sight of all the people. What aufui fear and trembliog 
do yon imagine was there among them, -uben .God came 
down in a thick cloud, when the trumpelbe^a^iio aound, 
the thunder to crack, the mountain to smoke, and the 
eji£ih ^to Xremble under iVva yi^\«fVi\. oi W^ ^K^^vGod de- 
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scending on it. Well, yon should be under the same awe 
of God in this solemn ordinance as they were. It is true, 
he comes not down with such terror, to give r fiery law, 
as on mount Sinai, but to deliFer the gospel of peace from 
mount Sion : But mind,, it is the same God that speaks, 
hath the same majesty, the same authority, and therefore 
Jou should prepare as carefully, and be as humble before 
him, as'the Israelites were. Were God to conrrn down 
iraong you to-morrow in terrible masjety, should a thick 
cloud iill this house, and lightning break out, and should 
you hear the thunder of his voice, I am the Lord, thou 
shalt have no other Gods before me, certainly such a 
flreadful glory would make your hearts tremble within 
you, and the earth tremble beneath you. Well then, 
God is come down as really among you as among the Is- 
raelites, hear him with the same reverence, and be as in- 
tent upon adoration as they were. Let not his gracious 
and familiar way of condescending to deal with you, tempt 
you to c#me with less preparation^ and i*everence. 

2. Consider the nature of that God you are to afiproach 
i6, 1. A great and mighty God, Psal. Ijixxix. 7, 8. God 
is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saiuts,^ and 
to be had^ in reverence of all them that are about him, 
O Lord,^God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto thee, 
or to thy faithfulness round about thee ? Would we feast 
with a great king with filthy hands and garments? Jo- 
seph prepared himself by sharing himself, and changing 
his raiment, before he went in to Pharaoh ; and wilt thou 
not prepare thyself, by putting thy soul in the holiest 
dress and humblest posture, when thou art to go to the 
King of heaven and earth ? 2. He is a jealous and om- 
niscient God, most jealous of his honour, and will come in 
to see the guests, Matth. xxii. H. and then he will spy 
every unprepared and unsanctified guest ; he notices 
the state of your souls, the frame of your hearts, the 
ends of your communicating^ and your preparation before 
hand. O then sanctify yourselves before you come to 
the feast. 3. He. is a pure and holy God; he cannot 
hold communion with unholy persons, he will be sancii- 
fied in them that come nigh him. Lev. x. ^, he will be 
attended as a holy God, in a holy manner. Did a holy 
angel set tryst with you at a certain place, against such 
an hour, would you not prepare wilh ^VV %^V vqmwirv^ "^"^^ 
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•eleimrity to alfend him ? Ob ! bat it i» the God c(%Wf 
gels that try:sts with yoo here eveo theGed, bcjfore ivhcMi 
the aogeU adore, aod iMver their facet sod feet with 
Iheir uiogs, and say, Haij^ holy, holy, Lord God^Alough- 
ty. * If the lioen oii the coaunaoioo fable, or resftels that 
hold the elements tvere foal, ye wooid he ready 10 ^s- 
claiintt; and no doubt there ougbt to: be -observed an 
outward decency in this respects Christ would hafe 
the very room in good, order nvhere he * iraS" tareet fbi^ 
passover. But O it is a smaH crime to have ft'£3id<'cloth ^ 
or vessel for outward elements, in reipeet of what-it ia to 
have a foul heart, or an unprepared «oul to entertaiO:^ 
holy God, and receive the body and blood of Christ. ' 

3. Consider that God's people esed altrays greetpre- 
paration before solemn approaching to- God, Gen. jntt* 
1—5. Where we see how solemnly Jacob prepared 
himself and his family, when by- God's command be^-wiis 
going up to BetheK to sacrifice otitic the Lord. They 
change their garments, wash and make themseltcs clean, 
ftnd put away their strange gods. How much more ought 
we to prepare, when we go not only to Bethel,: God^ 
honsc, but to God's table, by changing our garments of 
frin, nxul putting on Christ's righteousness by faith, and 
pn'i'jn;^ away and moriiryinpf our lusts and idols of jeal- 
ousy ? We ere also tbe Pvsalmists preparation for ap- 
proachln!^ to Goil, Psalm xxvi. 6. I will wash my hands 
in iunocency, so will I compass thine altar, O Lord. The 
Jew«i bad great preparation fop the passover, and so should 
we U*v the Lord's gnpper that is come in its room. 
Whfrofore we iiud the prinutive Chrigtians used to sit np 
whoi*: nJi(ht6 at prayer before the Lord's supper, which 
they coiled vigificR. 

4. Consider (hat the matter of t^his sacrament reqoires 
soiomri preparation. Solomon directs us, when we are 
to eat ivith a ruler, to consider what is set before us, 
Prov. xxii. 1. There are here the symbols of Christ's 
body andfhiood, rare food ! It is a great sin to abuse 
romnion meat and drink, or to partake of these without 
some serious thought before hand. VVe would have ves-. 
sels dead to hold onr ordinary food ; but here is sooi 
food, heaven's dainties, the jewel of heaven. Christ's 
bod^ m the sacrament must be wrapt in a clean soul, as 
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well a9 his body bj Joseph of Arimathea, was iv rapt in 
clean linen, and laid in a new tomb. 

6. The duties to be performed at the Lord's table re- 
quire preparation, viz. Covenanting with God, renewing 
6ar baptismal voiv, expressing our love to Christ, feast- 
ing on a broken Christ. 

6. You are naturally nnfit for this ordinance ; natural- 
ly you have neither habitual nor* actual preparation, be- 
ing dead in sins and trespasser, leprous, loathsome, car- 
nal, and earthly minded. Wherefore we must be quick- 
ened and purified, before we can hold communion with a 
holy God, 

7. Because communion with God would be aUogether 
disagreeable to an unsanctified soul, he would weary of 
it, and tafee no pleasure in it. 

8. Because of the great advantage of this preparation, 
God will come to-morrow, and work wonders of nercy 
for such as sincerely aim at preparation. O then sanctity 
yourselves. Q,uest. What are these wonders of mercy ? 
Ann, 1. He will raise dead souls out of the grave, and 
put life in thenru 2; Fie will warm cold hearts, and put 
aptritual heat in them. 3. He will soften hard rocky 
hearts, and make them tender and sensible. 4. He will 
cleave the rock and make waters gn<*h out of it, the wa- 
ters of penitential tears. 6. He will cure the paralytic 
trembling hand, that could hardly be stretched out or 
grip to any thing. He will enable the weak soul to grip 
fast to Christ, and sfibscribe his name to the marriage con- 
tract. 6. He will strengthen the feeble knees and lame 
feetr and make the soul to-nm on in the way of his com- 
mandments with enlarged heart. 7. He will kill stronj:r 
Goliahs and lusts that defied the anoies of the God of 
Israel. 8. He will fix a- wandering heart, and Git it on 
God and things above. 9. He will heal a wounded con- 
science by the balm of GUead. 10. He will brighten a 
dark cloudy mind, and resolve all the doubts and fears of 
believers. 11. He wilj give a light of the King in hi» 
beauty, a view of the smiles of Christ's lovely face. 12. 
He will give a scial of the pardon of all your sins* 13. 
He will give a Pisgah view of Canaan, a sight of the 
promised land. 14. He will feed the hungry, and fill 
them with the dainties of heaven. O these are rare won- 
ders of grace, that Christ will workfoi VW ^\^^>.\^^ ^^^^- 
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Mood in the stcrament, rvceiyed by faith, afibril to the 
soul, ¥12. ttrengtlieninfi^, comforting nooruhoMat. Anl 
irho but a madiDan Woeld be eo crael to iumdelf, as to 
deny Lis faint body ita stated meals and reliefs ? Oinaf 
it not hearten yoo, that whatefer yoar alratfltibedi^^ 
nants or neceesities are, and however yoa ibajFtHir des- 
pised, you ha?e a great liing that honoars yoa,ownsyov, 
takes you to feast with himself here, and will shortly 
call yoii to the marriage supper of the Lamb above^^- 

8. To wean you from the vain pleasures and comforts | 
of the world, and from sensual delights ; and to m^ke ? 
you long for that glorious and full feast' above. . This is i 
a foretaste of it, and should stir up a hunger for it; forY 
this feast is the first fruits of heaven. 

Improvement I. I infer what a horrid calumny it is, 
that is raised against the ways of Christ, by the devil and 
the world, that they are sad and melancholy, of purpose 
to fright men from them. No, you see Christ has royal 
feasts for his people, the world knows little of. A believ- 
er would not give a crumb of this spiritual feast for ma* 
iiy days of worldly feasts. 

II. Admire his con«lescension, that the Lord of glory 
should make such a feast for beggars, see Luke xiv. 21. 
Poor worms, vile sinners, will he call us, that deserve not 
a dog's crumb beneath the table, to come and sit down 
with the children at the fable ? O what are we that be 
should deal so with «is, sinners vile as the mire, and black 
a» hrll. You have far greater cause to wonder at Ibis 
privilege than Mephibosheth, 2 Sam. ix. 7. David said to 
]tj:n, 1 will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy 
I'aiher's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul 
thy father, and thou shall eat bread at my table continu- 
ally : Observe his answer, What is thy servant that thou 
shoiildst look upon such a dead dog as 1 am ? 

III. How inexcusable are they who slight this feast that 
has cost Christ so denr, more than ten thousand kmg- 
cloms ? He has made all things ready, and has been call- 
ing sinners to come. Consider how grievously the king 
took it, when he made his marriage supper, and those 
that were bidden would not come, Luke xiv. 24. 

IV'. Exhortation. O communicants who have been 

preparing for this feasf, come away to the marriage, all 

t/jJngs are rc^xih' vn Ch visa's \)HrV, OV^. ^^\ Vv^n-^ shall f 
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wonders of grace for me to-morrow ? Ans. There is a 
twofold preparation, habitual and actual ; yoa must study 
both, and habitual preparati(>n io the first place. Quest. 
What is habitual preparation ? Ans, It hath several io^^ 
gredients in it. I. A covenant relation to God in Christ. 
2. A principle of spiritual life. 3. A state of peace with 
God. 4. The imputation of Christ's righteousness. 5. 
An universal change by regenerating grace. 6. The in« 
habitation of the Spirit. 7. A ho)y cooversstioti. 8. The 
lamp of a profession. Qqest. S. What is fhe actual prep* 
aration for the Lord's supper? Aoti^ 1. Sequestrating 
ourselves from the world. 2. Sel^^^a mi nation. 3. Hu- 
miliation for Bin. 4. Reneiving of our personal cove- 
nant with God in Christ. 5. Reformation of what is a- 
miss. 6. Exciting of all the graces to a lively exercise* 
7. Meditation on the death and sufferings of Cbriftt. 3. 
Earnest prayer to God for preparation and assistance in 
the work. And after your utmost preparation, you must 
lay no stress thereon, but cast yourself wholly on Christ 
for assKstauce, saying, It is only in the Lord 1 haye right-' 
eousness and strength. We ought to be denied to our- 
selves, and to look with David to the Lord both for assis- 
tance and acceptance, Psal. Ixxi. 16. I will go in strength 
of the Lord, I will make mention of thy i ighteousness 
- even of thine only. Tou ought to imitate king* Asa, who, 
though he had a great army to fight against the Ethiopi- 
ans, ^et cried to the Lord, and trusted in him alone for 
help as you have it recorded, 2 Chron. xiv. II. And Asa 
eried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing 
with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that 
-have no power ; help us, O Lord our God ; for we rest 
on thee, and in thy name we go out against this multitude. 
So let every communicant say, '* Lord, all my strength 
'* and preparations are nought, I have no power for cel- 
" ebrating this feast ; help me', O Lord my God, for I rest 
*^ on thee, and in thy name I go to this great and weigh- 
•* ty ordinance." And if you come forward to-morrow 
in this self-denied and sanctified frame, you have ground 
to expect that the Lord will do wonders of grace audi 
mercy for you. 
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ACTION SERMON^ *^ 
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From Cirr* ii* 4. Ifebrov^himejioAf 
,0md ki$ banner tmr me wits Im., -._ 

HE whole of tbn tong is «a rilegorieftl immfiim^ 
tfio ■^tterioat anion and c ommwm oB botwtrt Chriil ori 
his ckorch, oader tbe penoos of a bridop?QM»Mitf.bfUs» 
whieh it a frequent metepbor maile oso of iii>Soii{ptaM 
•The forfj-fii^liPsakn ieai^'ebitdgment cf'lbis«ongb:.li^ 
fliit chapter Cfatist and thftvChoreh setaito atrilg^frha 
shall ofityie each other ia their comiaeftdaiioBe^ vhriti 
first commends the Charch* and tben 4he'<;borek extols 
- Christ. She compares liim to the apple t^e^ amoAf tho 
trees of the wood, Forse 3* Christ iaa fraitbeariogtr^tt 
hat the children of men are barren trees* And O but his 
shadow is refreshing, and bis Iralt sweet to a believer. 
But as if the shadow and fraks of an apple tree were too 
low a simile, to set forth his excellencj and goodness^ she 
tells us of the entertainment he gives her in tbe ban- 
queting boose, in the text. 

Where we have, 1. The place where the Spouse was 
brought to, the banqueting hou$$f or house of wine, i. e. of 
feasting, becausO'^wine is a principal part of feasts; bj 
which we are to understand the order, or means, where- 
by Christ conveys his graces afid blessings to believers ; 
and there is none of all tbe ordinances of the gospel that 
may more 6tly be called the banqueting or feasting house, 
than this of tbe Lord's supper, which is the great gospel 
least wherewith Christ entertains his people on earth. 
Ordioances are called the banqueting house, because ol 
the great plenty, variety, and riches of the blessings be 
thereby comnHinicates to his people. 

2. We have the person that brings her into this ban- 
queting house, and that is Christ, He brought me ; which 
abewSf ]• Our want of right to these blessings of our- 
telfe^s All our right is 'm CV\t\ftl*« ^. ^\x^\\sk^Q\ft\\<\^ te 
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come to the feasting house ; he must give as both strength 
and preparation of soul. 3. The free ness of his grace 
in bestowing these blessings on us. 

3. The manner how she is brought in, and that is un- 
der a banner, standard, or ensign. It is a military word ; 
banners or ensigns are used in camps and armies. Psal. 
jix. 5. We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name 
of our God will set up our banners. Her march or en- 
try into this feasting house was joyful and triumphant, 
such as that of people under a displayed banner; or co- 
lours lifted up. Colours are useful to draw, invite, en- 
gage, and lead people after their captain ; and the lifting 
op or displaying of colours is a sign to invite and direct 
those of such a party or side, to come to such a place, or 
march such a way. Now, what is the device or motto of 
Christ's banner ; not like those of other generals, a lion, 
an eagle, &c. but Love. The love of a crucitied Jesus 
is like a banner lifted up and displayed in the gospel for 
inviting and engaging sinners to come to him. Love is 
the banner that Christ lifts up and displays this day, to 
engage you to come to him, and li:»t yourselves under 
his banner. Love is that which leads to the banqueting 
house, and furnishes provision and entertainment for us 
there. 

Observe L That Christ has rich feasts in the ordinan- 
.ces for entertaining his people's souls. 

n. That the banner which Christ displays ibr drawing 
tis to him is love. 

As to the first, I shall shew, 1. That Christ in the ordi- 
nances doth provide feasts fi)r his people's souls. 2. That 
the Lord's supper in particular is one principal feast that 
he prepares fur them. 3. Why he prepares such a feast. 
4. Shall apply. 

As to the first, it is evident, 1. From God's promise to 
his people, Psal. xxxvi. S. They shall be abundantly sat- 
isfied with the fatness of thy house ; and thou shalt make 
them drink of the river of thy pleasures. Isaiah xxv. 6, 
And in this mountain shall the Lord. of Hosts make unto 
all people, a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the 
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined. This promise is concerning the gospel 
'times. Frota Prov. ix. 2. where wisdom, i. e. Christ, 
>8 said to hare killed her beasts^ min^Ud ti^c viivv\e>«.^d. 
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faniichedlMrlibls, And, la name noubre, rroraLnkfr i 
XV. «fberelhe&theripr*P>r** tiie failed calf forhtipea- 
itent prodigat. 

-9. From tba pxp«n«nc« of God's people, a^ of David, 
Pnl. IF. fi. Iziii. 6. ind Is** 4, anil parliciihrl,v from the 
•Iporienpo of (ho chorcb in the text, God's people cit 
tet their nal ti^ibia iralb'. 

Af to the second head, Tiiat the Lord's supper is ont 
wincipal feast, which the Lorit prepares for his penp)e> 
Wfaorefore it ii called the table of (he Lord, t Cor. x- 51. 
It ii called a feant op the sacritire of Christ. 1 Cor. T' T, 
8. ft oeddiDp feait, Uatlh. sxii. 4. In these pbces the 
Lord's sapper is principally pointed »t. 1 rhall hprc 
flbow wherein the Lord's eupper rc*emljlcs a fi-ast ; jaa, 
it is not an ordinarj' feast, ii it a rich, ro^al, and magniS- 
MDt feast. 

1. At a feast there is rich and noMe proVisii^D. S» 
bcre (here ii more than bread nnJ nine, even the bod; 
and blood of Christ, My flesh i ^ meat indeed, and tirty blood 
is drink indeed. Joho *i. 65. 'What bre.-id i^rtd nine tt- 
ford to the body, rfz. strength, comfort, and nonristimpnt, 
the same doth Itie body and blood of ChrisI, recpireil bj 
faith, yield la the soul. Here is siiiritiial food to the 
hungry soul, bread that sirengrihens man's heart, and 
wine [hat cheers the fainting i^pirits. Behold here ii 
' wisdom's gate, and wisdom's feast. It is good.fAr iis to 
be here, good to wait at tier door po^ts. Here the 
breasts of consolation are drawn furth, here we may sock 
and be salis6ed. Here the fountain of life, and the wpIIs 
of salvation are opened, the ^tone rolled from thE well's 
tnoulh. Here is the hidden manna, angpl's food, bread 
from heaven, yea (he fruits of (he tree of liff!, that •^rawg 
in the midst of the paradise of God. Hore h the water 
of life that springs from beneath the throne of God and 
the Lamb, clear as crystal ; if yon get bnt one drop of it, 
it shall be an ererlasting spring in yonr 8out,so thatfou 
need not thirst after carnal romforts and enjoyments. 
Here are the grapes of Canaan, ttie fruiis that grow in 
the land of promise ; yea clusters of these grapes are at 
this feast, the first fruitH of hearen. In a word, there is 
at this spirttoal feast, for the soul to feed on, Christ crn* 
ciSed, and all his benefits and purchase : And are there 
not many dishes aod de\i»tve»^«\aV 



APPENDIX. 323 

1. Here is pardon of sin sealed to a believer. O is 
not this a rare feast and excellent cheer. Matth. is. 2. 
Be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee. Here you 
get Christt's blood which was shed for many, for Ihe re- 
niission of sins. Here iv« clasp about a crucified Christ 
as the great propitiatory sacrifice for our sins, and accept 
of him as the Lord our Righteousness ? and thus we re- 
ceive the remission of sins Here God saith to a believ- 
er, as Nathan to Dav^d, 2 Sam. xii. 13. The Lord hath 
put away thy sins, thou shalt not die. Here we hear 
the voice of joy and gladness^ which hath made many a 
broken bone to rejoice. Is there any thing more sweet 
t)ian pardon to a co^fimned man near the place of ex** 
ecution ? And wha^PRR give m^re joy, than a free dis- 
charge to a sinner arrested by justice, and drawn to hell's 
door to be cast into that prison ix)r debt, out of which there 
is no redemption. 

2. We have peace and friendship with God. O rare 
dish! not only to be saved from a burden of detH, that 
would have weighed us down to ht^ll ; and for which mill- 
ions already have b^en carried thither, and are roaring 
underit without hope,; but also to be received into spe- 
cial favour with God : For in this a covenant of peace 
a^d friendship is sealed and confirmed. O must it not be 
a sweet cordial for an eneoi^, a rebel, to be owned as a 
special favorite of the King of Heaven, so that the soul 
may send a challenge to hell and earth, and bid defiance 
to men and devils, Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who shall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect ? It \% God that justi- 
fii^th, who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, 
yea rather that is risen again, who is even at the right 
band of God, who also maketh intercession for us. And 
you may say with David, Psalm iv. 8. i will both lay me 
down in peace, and sleep : For thou. Lord, only makest 
me to dwell in safety. Come life, come death, I am safe ; 
my conscience is disburdened, and I am at ea^e. 

3. Adoptron is another of the dishes at this feast. You 
are not only made a friend, but a son and heir ; and in 
this sacrament you got famine and infestment of the chil-- 
dren's privileges, relation, and inheritance. And here 
God saith, I will be a father to thee ; and, son, thou shalt 
be ever with me, and all that I have is thine. Thoa 
shall have my blessjtig and love| the smiles of my face« 
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line liiMeii of my movtl^, and the aroM ofjq^ gcac« ii«9- 
port and prttery^^Uiee. Tboasbalt bavo mySoo AHkjr 
elder brotherr Ui^ fMrieal wd advocatB»-«ij^iigaklal!a 
tbj gaarda, j|pu frovidence to be tfaj pnotectoc Md maa-v 
«ger : TImhi sbalt ba?e maana id tba wildaniBai|;«id«ll^' 
' ter out of tbe rock. Thou aliah be mj fieir, aMl- |aia| 
heir wilb my eternal Son and £rat*boro. Thoo^alilak mwi 
beaten for thy home, Chriat'a.throiie fort^ seat, and^il 
kiofdom for thv portiun ; ^ an . honourable iHiainliinaftwi;. 
whue here, and an ineorroptlble Inheeitap rf l iSB Ji y a ri ftef; '^ 

4. Another db^ is peace of conscience. Thb^ifl oai I 
4if tbe precieos legacies which Ghrist leatea in thif^l!Bifh 1 
lament, which is. here sealed^^hudT. J7« -ll^is ""''^^ 
Christ speaks peaco ta his pe3|l9BtO' his aaintii 
h^ breathes peace upon them, as toXokcr veit-^* 
doabts and fears arise within yoa, tb>it binder yon 
lieve tbe good news^ as.vith tbe disciples ;• 90 ihktt is, 
that in this sacraifeent. which may check ^l these^^Muni. ' 
Luke iiiy. 38, 39. Why are ye troubled, and :wby da 
deabts artue in yonr hdarts ? Behold my hands and ta^f, 
feet that it is I myself; handle me ^d eee^ &.c. O bnf 
the prints of tbe nails may calm the ooubting conscience, 
and qaiet thy fears. 

5. Supplies and strength to our weak and decayed gra- 
ces. Here Christ's store-house is opened, and we may 
get grace for grace out of his fuhiess; here the smoking 
iflax may he kindled into a flame, and the bruised reed 
find support ; here you may gel weak faith strengthened, 
cold iove enflamed, weak desire kindledi jtepentance re* 
tiewed, hope made lively, tbe soul fitted and foHided for 

, trlaJs and ^uiferingii, and prepared for passing through the 
valley of the shadow of -tleath : Yea, in a word, yoi 
may get all your wants suppHed, all your grievances re- 
dressed^ and maladies remedied. Here you may get a 
meal ^that will both satisfy and beget a stomach in yoa, 
that will prove life to your souls^ and poison to your lusts. 
It \ri here the empty soul is filled, the starving creature 
fed, the poctr beggar enriched, the hard heart softened, 
the cold heart warmed, tbe dead soul quickened, the pa- 
ralytic hand cured, the blind eye enlightened, the thirsty 
heart satisfied, the feeble knees strengthened , the strait- 
<»ned heart enlarged, the wandering heart fixed, thecreef- 

jpg desires elevated, the cVoudj %qu\ Wx^VAA^^d^aod the. 
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doubtiog soul resolved. O, are not these graciods and 
blessed changes! Here you may get strength against 
jroor strong lusts and temptations, and furniture for every 
duty, so as you may pray with enlargement, hear with 
comfort, praise with elevation of mind, and meditate with 
delight. V 

6. Here is Chris's gracious presence, and a sight of 
Jiis counten^PjfKf^ : that is a rare delicate in this feast, that 
satisfies tb^sbul, Psalm xvi. ult. In thy presence is fuN 
ness of j^PJI^hat was the Psalmii^t's heaven upon earth. 
it is here Christ ti'ysts with his people, here he walks 
tvith them, ^fid is held by them in the galleries ; here he 
MT^sits them, and holds communion with them, intimates 
Iris love, and kisses them with the kisses of his mouth. 
Here they seethe king in his beauty^ here the saints have 
beheld the beauty of the Lord, Psalm xxvii 4. O this 
is worth our while. O let it be our errand this dav to 

k* meet with Christ, and see his blessed face. God's people 
10 all ages have p-laced their happiness here. Abiaham 
rejoiced at a sight of Christ, though alar off, at nmeteen 
hundred years distance. The wise men thought it worth 

k their while, to undertake a longjourney from the east to 
€ee him, though but new born. Old Simeon desires to 
«ee no more on earth, after he gets a sight of him, though 
a child. Zaccheus ran and climbed up a 4ree to see him, 
though despised of men. O now he is shining in glory, 

' «hall we not desire a sight of him ? David desired it as 
his one things Psalm xxvii. though he then wanted his 
throne and kif^gdfim' The spous<^ seeks it a«) her one 
4hing,.Caut iiiTS. Saw you him whom my soul loveth ? 
O but a sight <tf him would make your face to shine, a 
sight of him in his love, in his dyed garments, treading 
out the wine press alone. 

; 7. Another dish is the comfort of his Spirit, and the 
clearing up your interest in Christ and glory, a sight of 
heaven, and your names written in the book of life, so 
that all your fears may be scattered, objections answered, 
doubts resolved, and likewise the evidences of your gra- 
ces cleared up to you, so that though you doubted before 
if you had faith, yet now you may be enabled to say with 
the poor man. Lord, I believe. You doubted before of 
your love. (>ut now* may say with Peter, Lord, thou that 
knosvest all things, knowest that 1 love thee. Yoa 

D d 



^26 APPENDIX. 

doubted before of ynar interest m Christ, but Doir mi 
can 9aj with Thomas, Mj Lord, and my 'God ; with Jc^ 
1 know that my Redeemer liveth ; aod with Paul, 1 know 
in whom I have believed. 

Thus have I shewn yoa some of the rich proriMaii anfl 
noble entertainment prepared in this banquet before yon : 
Tea, you see it is not only rich provision, bat there are 
choice rarities here, hidden manna, ang^Ujpifood : yea, 
not only choice, bnt plenty and variety, too^Adapt^ to 
oor soul's nature and faculties ; food to nour4i*t>6>>Slb~ 
en, delight and refresh the soul. Here is food suitable^ | 
to all the facallies, light to the mind, peace. to the con-, 
ectence, satisfaction to the will, and food to all the affec4p 
tions. Here love may satisfy itself in embracing the chief^^ 
among ten thousands. Desire may satisfy itself in clasp- 
ing (he desire of all na/ions. Delight may here bathe 
itself in the river of pleasure. In a word, what can the 
€oul need hut is here ? for Christ is made of God to as ' 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 
Here is precious blood to purge away our deep guilt ; 
here i^ perfect righteousness to cover our naked soul ; 
here are riche«, and unsearchable riches in Christ; 
riglitcousness for our justification, and grace for our 
sanclidcation ; here all things are given us richly to en- 
joy ; here hope may feed on the great and gracious pro- 
uji.<es. 

2i\\y\ At feasts there used to be lavers for Ihe guests 
to wash in, as at the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee, 
wheie were six water-pols set for purtfi^Aiiou, John ii. 6. 
Doih sense of tittilement scare you from partaking? Be^^ 
hold here is a fountain opened, Zech. xiii. 1. O come 
and wash in it, that ye may be 6t to compass God^s altar, 
and sit down at his table. 

3dly, At banquets there uses to be mirth and cheer- 
fulness, so here, when prodigal sinners fir^t return to 
their Father, he hath mirth and music to entertain them, 
see Luke xv. 24. The tidings of Christ's purchase, aud 
the pntmises, are the bei>t mnsic aod melody in the 
world ; the news of what he hath done and su^fered^ ou^ht 
to fill your hearts and lips with the high prai^«s oi'Cod^ 
and thankful admiration of ( hrist and reedeeming love. 
O believers, consider ^/ou are not to come like mourners 
(o a /lioeraJ, but like chMt'^ii Vo ^quv fa.tber'B feast, a 
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royal feast. " I will bring to my holy mounfain, and 
tnake thena joyf^il in n^y house-of prater, sarth Ibe Lord." 
So that ye may eat this bread with joy, and drink tbi« 
wine with a merry heart, in hopes of God's accepting 
yoa and your sacrir>ce, Eccl. ix. 7. 

4tWy,*At feasts (here is the master of the feast, to bid 
the guests welcome, as ready as the father to welcome 
the prodigal child. Christ the master of this f^ay^t ; he 

; hatiMent Ibrth his servants, to call and invite }ou to the 
fea^lpnd now he is corne to the table to bid 3011 w*»lcome, 
as in Cant. v. 1. Eat, O friend;!, drink, yea, drink abun- 
dantly, O belovfd. 

, 6fhly, At fea-ts there are servants to attend the gnests ; 
here the minister:^ ar?? fJtiMvanls and servants to attend 

j^hrist^s giiests at iMs f;'?i-;t ; ami their work is to direct 
you to tlie table, and to f>ive every one their portion of 
meat in due peason. Gcd gr:>nt wc jjive not thecliildren's 
bread to dog^s, and th^?m taat have no right to it. We 
know not the heait, ye «fll bafaojofedsed yourselves to 
be children, O^lo not mock God alw his servants. 
• 6tHy. Hore i?;- a blessing craved by the master of this 

, feast, yC&, lie has commanded, and will ftdmmand.thc 
bl'^jssing,. and his servants are to pray for the viUuc of that 
blessing t^ thi*: table. 

7thly, m a ft^ast there is good company. O there ii 
rare comp-^tiy at this fea*Jt. The king srts at his table, 
Cant. I. 12. even the King of Glory. Christ himself is 
there present, and the Father also; for in this feast we 
have fellowvkip with the Father and the Son,^ through the 
Holy Spirit. Here the children of God, yea the glorious 
saints above sit at this table, and share with us in this feast. 
It is true, they sit at th« upper end of the table, and we 
at the lower end. They have better appetites, better 
music; they feed. on a naked Christ, we by signs and 
symbols ; but we have all the same cheer. O what a 
great and good company is here I VVe read of Belshaz- 
zer that made a feast for a thousand of his lords, Dan. v. 
1. But here is a feast for many thousands, yea, to all be- 
lievers, Jews and Gentiles, an opeo free feast, Isa. xxv. 

. And we read that Ahasuerus made a feast to all his prin- 
ces and servants, which lasted one hundred and eighty 
days, Cstb« i. 4. But here is a feast which lasts to all eter- 
nity. 
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